
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: __,,,6~5~-~1~6~-~6:.,_~~~~~~~­

Bui1ding Name: 509 Ethan Allen 

Location: Takoma Park. Maryland 20912 

Building Date: c.1925 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description Summary 

The house at 509 Ethan Allen Avenue (Block 25, part Lot 5, 
Gilbert's Addition to Takoma Park) is a one-story, frame craftsman 
bungalow with a rectangular plan, front-gable roof and a rusticated 
concrete block foundation. To the right of the entry, on the main 
facade, is a brick exterior chimney. Across much of the facade is 
a side-gable porch supported by large brick battered columns. The 
house is sheathed with asbestos shingles. Across the main facade 
are groups of multi-pane, wood-sash casement windows; the remainder 
of the house has multi-pane, double-hung sash. 

Significance Summary 

The house at 509 Ethan Allen Avenue, constructed c.1915, is an 
excellent example of a modestly-scaled Craftsman bungalow. 
Bungalows like this provided affordable houses for middle-class 
homeowners in Takoma Park and other developing streetcar suburbs of 
the Washington metropolitan area in the 1920s and 1930s. The house 
is an Outstanding Resource in the proposed Takoma Park Historic 
District. 

Acreage: 10,000 sq.ft. 



Survey No.PG#65-16-6 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common 509 Ethan Allen Avenue 

2. Location 

street & number 
509 Ethan Allen Avenue __ not for publication 

city, town Takoma Park _ vicinity of congressional district 4th 

state Maryl and county Pri nee George's 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ buildlng(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
__ both 

Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 

_____x_not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
4--nO 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
_ government 
__ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
__ park 

_K_ private residencl 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Clovia R. and John T. Cox 

street & number Department of State telephone no. : 

city, town Washington state ar.d zip code DC 20521 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 6558 

street & number Main ST1·eet folio 955 

city, town Upper t1a rl boro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title N/A 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

-~···­r•xcellent 
-good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated A'" unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
---1.. original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. PG#65-16-6 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descri..ption of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The house at 509 Ethan Allen Avenue {Block 25, part Lot 5, 
Gilbert's Addition to Takoma Park) is a one-story, frame Craftsman 
bungalow with a rectangular plan, front-gable roof and a rusticated 
concrete block foundation. To the right of the entry, on the main 
facade, is a brick exterior chimney. Across much of the facade is 
a side-gable porch supported by large brick battered columns. The 
house is sheathed with asbestos shingles. Across the main facade 
are groups of multi-pane, wood-sash casement windows; the remainder 
of the house has multi-pane, double-hung sash. 



8. Significance 

P~,yl 

__ p<ttil&torlc 

-- 1400-14~ 
-- 1500-1599 
-- 1600-1699 

A,-..•1! o{ ~lanlficll'n-c--Ch.it<:k :and J0stlty b-41¢w 
__ arcn.ology·p<"Cl'llstorlc __ community planning 
__ uc:~'°9)'-tii.-torlc __ conurvation 

__ .a~ricultur. -- &eonomi~ 

__x_ :uchltecil.Jre -- e-du~tlon 

Su::--.:ey ~o. PG#65-16-6 

_ l.an<:l&c..1P4 .arcniteaure __ nsllgl0<1 

_ l4W --SCicnc.e 
_ lit~re __ sculpture 
_ military __ socU.U 

-- 1700-1 799 __ art __ engi~ng _ muioic hum.(litui~• 

-- tfM..-tet" ---X- 1 soo-1 sg.g 
__ 1900-

__ com~ 
__ communlcatloos 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

__ •x~t!0<11s.cctk1'n4-flt __ pnHo£Opny 

-- indw:t:ry - poltt1C1190~~"( __ tra(1~ 

__ lnv.rn:lon __ oth« (~if 

A _B ./!_C _D 

A c D E F G 

national state Y local 

Prepare both a sumna..ry para<;raph of significance and a gene.=al statement of history .:u1< 

support. 

The house at 509 Ethan Allen Avenue, constructed c.1915, is an 
excellent example of a modestly-scaled Craftsman bungalow. 
Bungalows like this provided affordable houses for middle-class 
homeowners in Takoma Park and other developing streetcar suburbs of 
the Washington metropolitan area in the 1920s and 1930s. The house 
is an outstanding Resource in the proposed Takoma Park Historic 
District. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#65-16-6 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreageofnomlnatedproperty Block 25, pt Lot 5, B.F. Gilbert's Addition 

Quadrangle name Was hi nqton Fast Quadrangle seal~'-' =_.2__,0'4.>0'4.10,,_' ____ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I aw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone- Easting North in~ 

cLLJ I I I oLJJ I I I I 
eLLJ I I I F l..i.J I I 
GL_Ll I I I H Li_j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

ate code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Howard S. Berger, .n.rchitectural Historian 
Prince Geor~e's County Planning Dept. 

organization Historic Preservation ~ect i nn.IM-i<CPPC date June 1992 

street&numberl4741 Gov. Oden 8ov-1ie D1·ive telephone 301- 952-3520 

cltyortown Upper t':arlboro state Maryl arid 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Xaryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K..\, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw Rouse 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
t'lni \ '>'-0-?l...~R 
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