PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: _65-16-7 Building Date: c¢.1935

Building Name: _511 Ethan Allen

Location: _Takoma Park, Marvland 20912

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible

Description Summary

The house at 511 Ethan Allen Avenue (Block 25, part Lot 6,
Gilbert's Addition to Takoma Park) is a one-and-one-half-story
brick Cape Cod in the Tudor Revival style. The main facade has a
single, small frame dormer centered on the main roof, a projecting
front-gable entry vestibule (to the east) with a round-arch entry
door and a stone surround, a centered exterior brick and stone
chimney, and a tall projecting dormered bay (to the west). Tudor
half-timbering decorated the attic gables of the east and west
elevations.

Significance Summary

The house at 511 Ethan Allen Avenue, constructed c¢.1935, is an
excellent example of a modestly-scaled Cape Cod with Tudor Revival
style decoration. Cape Cods like this one reflect the interest in
revival style architecture in the years before World War II, as
well as the increased popularity of brick as a suburban residential
construction material during the period. Houses like this provided
affordable homes for the middle-class in Takoma Park and other
developing streetcar and automobile suburbs of the 1920s and 1930s.
The house is an Outstanding Resource in the proposed Takoma Park
Historic District.

Acreage: 10,000 sqg.ft.



Survey No. PC#65-16—7

Magi No.

— Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

DOE yes _ no

¢(indicate preferred name)

1. Name

historic

and/or common 511 Ethan Allen Avenue

2. Location

511 Ethan Allen Avenue ___ not for publication

street & number

city, town Takoma Park —— vicinity of congressional district 4th

state Maryland

3. Classification

county Prince George's

Category Ownership Stﬁtus Present Use
— district — pubilic ___ occupied - agriculture —___ museum
_X_building(s) _X_ private ___ unoccupied ____ commercial ——park
—_ structure — both ___work in progress _ educational _X__ private residencc
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —— religious
— object — in process _____ yes: restricted —__ government . scientific
— being considered — yes: unrestricted ____ industrial ___transportation
_X not applicable _ X no —__ military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses

of all owners)

name Richard C. Gross

street & number

511 Ethan Allen Avenue

telephone no.:

city, town Takoma Park

state and zip code Maryland 20912

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. prince George's County Courthouse

liber 6628

street & number Main Street

folio 242

city, town

Upper Marlboro

state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing #Historical surveys

e  N/A

date ___federal ____ state ____county ___ local
depository for survey records

city, town state




7- DeSCfiption Survey No.PG#65-16-7

~ “ondition Check one Check one
— excellent — deteriorated ___ unalitered _X original site
X good —ruins _X_ attered —— moved  date of move
— fair —— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exist_s today.

The house at 511 Ethan Allen Avenue (Block 25, part Lot 6,
Gilbert's Addition to Takoma Park) is a one-and-one-half-story
brick Cape Cod in the Tudor Revival style. The main facade has a
single, small frame dormer centered on the main roof, a projecting
front-gable entry vestibule (to the east) with a round-arch entry
door and a stone surround, a centered exterior brick and stone
chimney, and a tall projecting dormered bay (to the west). Tudor
half-timbering decorated the attic gables of the east and west
elevations.



Survey No.PG#65-16-7

8. Significance

Pedod Arase of Slanificance—Chack and justify below

___ peehistordc ____ archeology-prenistoric —_ community planning  ___ landscape architecture____ raligion

— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-histocic — consaervation — law  scierce

— 15001599 ___ agcicutture — economics — literature — sculpture

___1600-1699 _X acchitectucre ——— education —_ military — social

- 1700-1739 act —— engineering —— music humenitsciss
1800—-18¢¢ commarce — expioratiorvsettiement _____ phifogtophy — thexter

I 190C— — - commuanications —  industry — politics/government ___ traaspoctatic

— inveation —— othec (specif

Builder/Architect

Specific dates c.1935
_B K___C __D

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A

and/or )
Applicable Exceptiom: _ A _ B8 _C _D _E _ ¢ _ G

Level of Significance: __ unational __ state %local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history am

support.

The house at 511 Ethan Allen Avenue, constructed c.1935, is an
excellent example of a modestly-scaled Cape Cod with Tudor Revival
style decoration. Cape Cods like this one reflect the interest in
revival style architecture in the years before World War II, as
well as the increased popularity of brick as a suburban residential
construction material during the period. Houses like this provided
affordable homes for the middle-class in Takoma Park and other
developing streetcar and automobile suburbs of the 1920s and 1930s.
The house is an Outstanding Resource in the proposed Takoma Park

Historic District.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey NoPG#65-16-7

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property Block 25, pt. Lot 6 B.F. Gilbert's Addition
Quadrangle name Washington Fast Quadrangle scale 17220061
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

ite code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Howard S, Berger, Architectural Historian
Prince George's County Planning Dept.

organizationHistoric Preservation Section/M-NCPPC date  June 1992
street & number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone 3(01-952-352(
city or town UPper Marlborc state  Marylang

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Marvland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Marvland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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