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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

8ui1ding Date 1790's, 1937 .rvey # --------
~Building Name Coo1 Spring Farm (Miller's House) 

Location 8441 Riggs Road, Adelphi, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Excellent/Occupied/Inaccessible 

Description: 

Cool Spring Farm is a two-story side-gabled brick dwelling, 
with a single exterior brick chimney at one gable end, and a one
story screened porch at the other. The main block is three irregular 
bays by two, with entrance in the off-center central bay of the 
three-bay main west facade. This dwelling was rebuilt in this cen
tury, increasing the width of the main block in the place of the 
original one-story north wing; there is a clear 1ine of demarcation 
between the original two-story brick structure (the southmost two 
bays) and the twentieth-century section to the north. The brick of 
the original structure is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers, 
while that of the north addition is in common bond. At the south 
gable end there is a wide exterior brick chimney. To the rear (east) 
there is a one-story kitchen wing at right angles to the main block. 
Interior of the main block consists of two large spaces with a narrow 
stairhall between them; trim is classical revival of the 1940's. 

Significance: 

Cool Spring Farm is a modest brick dwelling which reflects 
several discrete building periods. It was bui1t in the 1790's to 
serve as the residence of the operator of the nearby Adelphi Mill. 
The residence throughout the nineteenth century of millers' families, 
it was occupied by descendants of the last miller, William H. Free
man, until 1970. In 1937 the property was bequeathed to Freeman's 
granddaughter, who undertook a major renovation of the house. The 
original north wing was removed, and on its foundations was built a 
two-story north extension of the main block, giving the house its 
present configuration; the addition can be clearly read in the brick
work of the west facade. At the same time, the owners carried out 
interior renovations, built a one-story rear kitchen wing to the east 
and a screened porch on the north. The house retains only a few 
features of its original form; its significance lies in the fact that 
it was built as the dwelling for the operator of the important Adel
phi Mil 1. 

Acreage: 4.9 acres 
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of th.e resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Cool Spring Farm is a two-story side-gabled brick dwelling, 
three irregular bays by two, with a single exterior brick chimney at 
one gable end, and a one-story screened porch at the other. This 
complex building was rebuilt in this century, increasing the width 
of the main block in the place of the original one-story north wing. 

The main block is three irregular bays by two, approximately 
40 by 18 feet. Entrance is in the off-center central bay of the 
three-bay main west facade. The new door has upper glazing and an 
eight-pane glazed storm door; there is no transom or sidelights. 
This door is sheltered by a (new) pedimented gable-roof porch; two 
slim Tuscan columns, which rest on a concrete slab, support the 
canopy, the principal gable front of which is sided with wide hori
zontal board painted white. 

The main west facade shows s~veral building stages. There 
is a clear line of demarcation between the original two-story brick 
structure {the southerly 24 feet of the building) and the twentieth 
century section (the northerly 16 feet). The brick of the original 
structure is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers, while that of 
the north addition is in 6:1 c6mrnon bond. Windows are 6/6 double 
hung sash, with new sashes, modern narrow surrounds and no shutters. 
Anomalies in the brickwork around the windows indicate that the 
window openings have been changed, probably at the same time as the 
construction of the north addition and the east kitchen wing. 

At the south gable end there is a very wide exterior brick 
chimney, with weatherings at second story level. To the west of the 
chimney there is a door at first-story level, and one chimney at 
second- story level. The stack above the weatherings has been 
rebuilt with new brick. At the north gable end is an interior cor
belled brick chimney. The north gable end is partially enclosed by 
a one-story gable-roof screened porch with entrance through its 
north elevation. · 

The gable roof of the main block has a shallow pitch, and is 
covered with black asbestos shingle. There are no dormers. The 
cornice is boxed, with a plain board frieze painted white. Founda
tion of the original (south) section of the main block is of stone, 
and encloses a cellar under this section only. The single cellar 
window in this section (the third bay of the main west elevation) 
has been partially filled in (with brick) beneath the segmental arch 
which still clearly shows in the brickwork. The cellar space has 
been finished, and no original structural elements are visible. 
Foundations of the north extension cannot be observed. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Sur".ey ~1o. PG#65-5 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Description (continued) Section 7 

According to the 1798 Federal Direct Tax Assessment, the 
original building was of brick, two stories high, and 24 by 18 feet; 
this is clearly the southerly 3/5 of the present main block, and the 
entire main block which appears in the 1936 HABS photograph. The 
1798 tax also documents a one-story 16 by 18 foot addition, the 
small north wing with steeply pitched roof and interior chimney 
which shows in the same 1936 photograph. This photograph also shows
that the windows of the west facade had plain wide board surrounds, 
that there were no openings in the south gable end, and that the 
two-bay west facade of the original main block was sheltered by a 
one-story shed-roof porch. In the following year, 1937, the house 
was enlarged and renovated, raising the north addition to a full two 
stories, adding a one-story rear kitchen wing, and opening a door 
and a window in the south gable end. At the same time, the windows 
were slightly enlarged, and re-enframed, and the interior was en
tirely redone with classical revival trim. 

The one-story gable-roof kitchen wing was built at right 
angles onto the east elevation of the main block, giving the house a 
T-shape. The wing is three bays by two, with entrance in the center 
bay of its east (rear) gable end. This east (rear) entrance is 
accessible by a wooden stoop bounded by plain horizontal rails. The 
brick bonding of this kitchen wing matches that of the north addi
tion, i.e., 6:1. common bond. Windows in the wing are of varying 
sizes, from 4/4 to 6/6 double hung sash. Window surrounds, cornice 
and roof treatment of the kitchen wing are the same as in the main 
block. The wing rests on a concrete foundation; there is no base
ment. 

The interior plan of the main block consists of two large 
spaces, with a narrow stairhall between, all finished with classical 
revival style trim typical of the 1940's. Centered in the exterior 
wall of each of the two parlors is a fireplace with wooden mantel, 
each a Federal style reproduction, with crossetted frieze and ap
plied Greek key molding. The stairway is located against the north 
wall of the central stairhall, and reversed, i.e., it rises from the 
east (rear) to a landing, then turns to the second story. It is 
open-string, with turned newel and rectangular balusters. Beneath 
the first run of the stair, opening into the panelled spandrel, a 
door leads into the cellar space under the oldest section of the 
main block. 

A small gable-roof garage building stands a short distance 
to the northeast of the house, approached by an unpaved drive; it is 
built of concrete block. South of the garage building is an old 
stone well, now filled in. The grounds slope gently downward to the 
southeast, toward a small stream which flows into the Northwest 
Branch. There are several large evergreens in the west (front) 
yard, and a large old walnut near the southeast corner of the house. 

Page 2 
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Cool Spring Farm is a modest brick dwelling which reflects 
several discrete building periods. Enlarged and renovated in this 
century, it retains only a few features of its original eighteenth
century form; its significance lies in the fact that it was built to 
serve as the dwelling for the operator of the important Adelphi 
Mi 11. 

This modest brick dwelling was built in the 1790's to serve 
as the residence of the operator of the Adelphi Mill which stood a 
short distance to the southwest on the north bank of the Northwest 
Branch; this large stone mill was constructed at approximately the 
same time, circa 1796, by brothers Issachar and Mahlon Scholfield, 
on property which they had resurveyed and patented as Adelphi (Greek 
meaning "brothers"). The dwelling was described at the time of the 
first Federal Direct Tax as a brick dwelling house, 24 by 18 feet, 
two stories high with a one-story brick addition 16 by 18 feet. In 
1798, the property was owned by Philip Fitzhugh, who also owned the 
mill property. In the following year, Fitzhugh reconveyed the 
property to the brot~ers Scholfield, and they continued to operate 
the mill until 1813. 

During the early nineteenth century, the 45-acre mill 
property, including not only the mill structure itself, but also the 
small stone storehouse to the east and the brick miller's dwelling 
to the northeast, changed hands several times. By 1832, a seven
acre lot on which the brick dwelling stood was separated from the 
rest of the mill property, and sold as a separate seven-acre lot to 
Theodore ~heckels, whose family operated the mill and resided in the 
dwelling. The 37-acre mill property was at that time owned by 
Thomas Ferrall (the mill was operated by John B. and George W. 
Davis); the mill property passed through several short-term owners, 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

Section 8 

and finally in 1865 was sold to George Washington Riggs, founder of 
the banking house of the same name.4 

The seven-acre dwelling lot, however, remained in the Sheck
els family until the late 1970's. After the death in the mid
nineteenth century of Theodore Sheckels, the mill was operated by 
miller and blacksmith William H. Freeman, a German immigrant who had 
married Sheckels' daughter Christiana. For the second half of the 
nineteenth century, the mill was known either as Adelphi Mill or 
Freeman's Mill; the property was owned, however, by Freeman's broth
er-in-law, Theodore Sheckels II. When Sheckels died in 1896, he 
bequeathed the "piece of land [by then 10 acres] in Prince George's 
County known as the old homestead which my father and mother owned 
and on which place they resided at the time of their death" to his 
two nephews, Theodore Freeman and William Freeman, and his niece 
Jane Freeman Brown, all children of his deceased sister Christiana 
and her husband, miller/blacksmith William H. Freeman. All of the 
rights in the ten-acre property were then conveyed to gne of those 
three children, Theodore Freeman, and his wife, Annie. 

In 1936, during the residence of Theodore and Annie Freeman, 
the old house was photographed by the Historic American Buildings 
Survey staff. The photograph clearly shows the two-story, two-bay 
structure with its one-story north addition. Annie Freeman, who had 
inherited her husband's rights in the property, died in 1937, just a 
year and a half later~ and devised the property to her daughter, 
Lillie Freeman McKay. -

When the McKays returned to the old f~mily house, they 
undertook major renovations on the structure. They removed the 
north wing which showed in the 1936 photograph, and built in its 
place (and on its foundation) a two-story north extension of the 
main block, giving the house its present configuration; the addition 
can be clearly read in the brickwork of the main west facade. At 
the same time, the McKays carried out substantial interior renova
tions, installing reproduction mantels and new woodwork, and adding 
a one-story kitchen wing on the east, and a screened porch on the 
north7 The renovated house remained in the McKay family until 
1978. 

Today the house at Cool Spring Farm has the appearance of a 
twentieth-century building; only close examination of the brickwork 
reveals the fact that it is a composite, multi-period structure. 
Although it retains only a few features of its original eighteenth
century form, it is significant because of the fact that it was 
built to house the operator of the Adelphi Mill. Only one other 
known miller's dwelling, the Marshall-Walters House on the Piscat-

PG#65-5 
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away Creek near Clinton, survives in Prince George's County. 8 
That mid-nineteenth century dwelling served as the residence of the 
operator of the Bellefonte Mill, located on the grounds of His 
Lordship's Kindness, but it has been altered at least as much as the 
house at Cool Spring Farm; the Bellefont Mill no longer stands. The_ 
house at Cool Spring Farm, therefore, is an important reminder, 
together with the Adelphi Mill and storehouse, of the early milling 
operations in Prince George's Country. 

Notes 

1. Prince George's County Patent IC#O; Federal Direct Tax, 
1798, Rock· Creek and Eastern Branch Hundreds. 

2. Prince George's County Deed JRM#7:55. See also MHT Form #65-
6, Adelphi Mill. 

3. Prince George's County Deeds AB#4:220, AB#l2:227; Prince 
George's County Tax Assessments, ED#2, 1832 

4. Prince George's County Deed FS#2:416; Census records for 
Prince George's County, ED #2, 1850 

5. Census records for Prince George's County, ED#2, 1850, 1860, 
1880, 1900; Prince George's County Will JBP#l:633; Prince George's 
County Tax Assessments, 1850-1900 · · 

6. Prince George's County Will, WTD#5:92, Administration File 
#6134; Prince George's County Deed #243:374; see HABS photograph MD. 
17. CHIL. v 

7. Prince George's County Deed #4942:287; Administration File 
#26046 

8 See MHT Form PG#81A-3, Marshall-Walters House. 

PG#65-5 

Page ---
3 



9. Major Bibliographical References SurVey No. P.G.#65-5 

cf. Chain of Title 

cf. notes, Item #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 4 866 9 a 
Quadrangle name Washington East 

Tax Map 32 par4 15 
Quadrangle scale ~1~·~2~4~0-=0-=-0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTI1 references 

AL.i..J I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting · Northing Zone Easting Northin(f 

c LLJ ._I ~----........... '""" 

E LLJ .__I ~-----' 
GLLj I ............. ......._ ................ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

oLLJ 
FLU 
HLi_j 

I 
I 
I 

I I 
I I 
I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name!tltle Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

I 
I 
I 

code 

code 

organizationPrince George's Co. Historic Preservation C~ssion May 1990 

street & number County Admi ni strati on Building telephone 301-952;.;3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory Yas officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Cotle of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, ~.aryland 21401 
(301) 269-24 38 



4942:287 
13 June 1978 

Deed 

'N'rD#5: 92 
17 Oct 1937 
Will 

243:374 
8 Aug 1925 
Deed 

JBP#1 :633 
2 Jan 1896 
Will 

t"<QQL ""~RT"Tr°' r.\A".')'tr (':,·~.IT.TC::·R'S T_"OU~';\;. v l ) .:) ;:' J. -l' IJ l! ~U1 .... ~'1' . _ -~ - "! ~,!'., 

:?.G.#65-5 

Joli..n ? • ?:IcKay & Ollie ·;va tkins, personal 
representatives of estate o.f Lillie l:'.1cKay 
to Ho•:.rard 3. Cheeney et al, part of property 
obtained by William and Lillie McKay under 
will of Annie Fre3man 

•restator, Annie Freeman; to d.augh'ter Lillie 
.McKay and her husband, Nilliam McKay, all 
real estate 

Arthur C. Keefer to H. rheodore Freeman 
and Annie Freeman his wire, 9 acres ~ 3 acres 
being the real estate of lheodore Sheckels, Sr, 
deceased, situated near H.iggs ldill 

Testator, 1heodore Sheckels; to two nephews, 
~heodore ?reeman and .Yilliam ?reenan, and 
niece, Jane !reeman Brovm (children of deceased 
sister, Christiana Freeman), a piece of land 
in P .G. knovm as the old homestead which my 
father and mother ovm.ed 

(Husband of Christiana Sheckels 8,reeman was 
·;rilliarn. H • .?reeman, miller at Riggs }till during 
second half of nineteenth c2n'tury) 



r 

..... 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ? oGo 65- 5 

(.t41~t~ t>~~ nlql~~ 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

~NAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/ OR COMM ON 

ia]LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

844 1 !hr;gs ?.oad 
CITY. l'OWN CONGRESSIONAL 01 STRICT 

Adelphi _ VICINITY OF 

STATE COUNTY 
--~ •• 

l£i1CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUB UC J!OCCUPIEO -AGRICULTUPE _ M USEUM 

J!.BUILOING!SJ $PRIVATE _QNCCCUPIEO _COM~1ERCI A1. _PARK 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _ WORK IN ?ROGR!:SS - EDUCATIONAL PRIVATE RESIC:N:E 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT -RELIG 10L!S 

_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS _ YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _sc t.• TIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNA""" ~TEO _1Nous•q1AL _T'lA'4$PC:!TAT1G:-. 

~NO _ M ILITARY _OTl-iER 

[)OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Eo··:ard -:::.' -. Cheene~r al Telep:-.0:1e - • ------ -------------------------tiTREET & NUMBER 

c1n TOW/Ii 

_ • 'Cl "ll!Y OF 

~LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRiPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET & Nl.JMBE'l 

CITY. !Olv"N 

:~ ':1e~ :::t~: -"~O . 

~ REPRESEI\TATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

P . ";. Co . lnYento:r:· o:: ::is toric s:.. ·i;cs 
DA Tc 

1974 

STA'E I Zl.p cede 

Liber. !: : ..:.942 
Folio :! : 227 

:d .• 

oEPos1roRv FOR C~l ve r-;; • ~ .s i ')!""! 
SURVEY RECOROS 

:~a 1 1 Ri Ye:·.... le Rel • 

OlY TOV.N R.:. ver-J.::.l e ,.; _., STATE 

.. 



EJ DESCRIPTION 

)C_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_QIUGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATfc__ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O RIGINAL (IF KNOWN ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Cool Spring is a -:;. . .,o- story , brick house , thr ee 

(irregular) bays wide , ·:1i-:!1 an en1;rance in the second bay ; 

i t sho':rs o ovious si:;ns of' hnvin; been r euuil t . _'he house 

WB.S origin::lll ·- t-7o ba.7s . ..,id-: •:1i th an eni;rance in -cr..e first 

bey of the ·s~st fpc;:.d:? , ar:d a "10rch across thg length o.: 

this fac!l.:i e o ,;,n exterior chi.;:mey S"Vood ( mici ;·i;ill stonds) 

at the south e;qble end , ar..:i a. one-s-cor:-r brick ·•ri ng .vA.s. . . 
built onto the nor~~ ~end . ~his n~~~h addition has been 

r e:noved , E!nd a thir d (nor~:C.) bay , ·;;i t h in ~erior c11L""l."1e:.r , 

has been add~d -:o the :::ain _:.ouse sine~ 1937 . This 

ma.j or '11 tera'tion sho··rs cle .rly in :;he oriclcvor~ : tne 

s outh (origin'll) porti.'n c:: th= ··1es f Rcade is laid in 

Fl emisr. boni .. :i t11 so!:'.l ~ gl~:::ed he::iders , w!iile the north 
end is co::m:ion bond o 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



lml SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600- 1699 

_ARCHEOLUljY· PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURe 

~RCHITECTURE 
-ART 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

....ENGI NEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

~NDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

X..1700-1799 

_1800· 1899 

_1900. 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_INVENTION 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES C . 1790 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thi s modast brick str ucture , ··/hich s-CA.nds a-;;. a shor t 

distan~ e ~ro~ Adel~hi (Riggs) =~11, ~as ~he home of .t~G 

mill oper a"'cor . I t r:a s c ons~ruc"ted late i n t~e eigh:;eenth 

c en-cury , ~>resumaol:r t the sa.."'le time as tne !':lill i ts }lf , 

P.nd i s listed i n the 1798 tr:.X assess~en~ as a 24 ' x 18 ' 
t ·.7o- s tory bricK d·;1ellins house , ·~ri th a 16 ' x 18 ' cna-.sto~J 

brick addi1ii on . ). \; t:'lu:: ti:-_:e i -.;s resid~n"t •;1as Philin 

Fi -c zhugh , o·::ner and o ·~rqtor of the mi ll : 'Dur.1..ng the. 

s e c 'Jnd calf o :: th 1 mill ±'or :5::.;s ,:--ro:ninen"t o·::nar , GeorGe 

·.1 . Ri e;gs , f ounder of !..if,;gS :~::: tional 3a.'1k . P!'ee::la..11 ' s heirs 

con~inued to l ive i n ~ae :niller' s house un~il 1977 0 

Eis ;randdau.~:i te r -nd ne!' hus Je.nd ' ,"/!"°LO a c quirca ;:;h ~ i1ouse 

in 1937 , fil.'\ciq -:;h? altcr!lc~ions o 2 . 
1. 1798 Fe<l~r'\l ~iract ~~x 
2 - T • I - - .L:' - ,., r. 1 8' 1 • ... ar-.;en~;;s ·apo .... __ . :r . Jo o ; 
around ··:2.shing-;;on , G. -.1 . C.09~ins , 1878 

of 15 miles 

CONTINUE ON SEP~.RATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



r 

fm MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
P . G. '.'Tills : JBP#1 : 6 33 , .r:::J-=5 : 92 
P .G. Deeds : 4942 : 287 ; 243 :374 
Ini;erviev1 '.7i ~h Lillie :'reenan .cKay June 1971 
F_o.BS photo 1936 
1798 F'ederal :Jirec~ ·rax , 3e.st ~rn 3rg.nch & Rock Creek Hund.reds . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF hTECESSARY 

lmGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPEiHlcS OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

E!JFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ITITLE • 

Susan Go Pecirl 
ORGANIZATION 

? . G . Historical t::; Cult·:.t''ll .:rust 
OATE 

June 1981 
STRHT & NUMBER 

4811 3iverd~le 3d . (. ·- ··c-::i-:::rt ) 
-· - - 'v 

779- 2011 TELE?HONE . . 
CITY OR TOWN 

3iveriale , =~. 20737 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
b y a!1 Act of the l'!aryland Leg is la ture, to be fou:ici in the 
Annotated.Code of ~aryland, Article 41, Sec~ion 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for info~~ation 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual prope=ty rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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4 942 : 287 
13 .Jun~ 1978 
Deed 

'!CD =5 : 92 
17 Cc~ 1937 
Wi ll 

24 3 : 374 
8 Aue 1925 
Deed 

.JBP f 1 :633 
2 Jan 1295 
'.'/ill 

CHA=; O!<, ~ I~LE 

COOL S:?.rtI:rG ?:'•:_ , -:I:IiLBR ' S E0JS3 
p . G- . ; 65- 5 

Jo~ P . ~ ·c:r.a:r et a l, person~l r epresenta:ive 
of est:>~-:? o-= Lillie "c:~ay (d . i:../B/77 , '.d:-in . ~ 
25046) ~ro~er-cy oo~~~ned oy will ( ;~~·5 : 
92) of .\...":.nie - r ee:::an 

~es~a~or , ,n::ie -~r?.e1an : ~o d!iuc;hcer 
Li llie ·c'"!'.ay et Yir , all real es tP--ue 

(ap?r aised : "old oric~ j··1 ~lling ar..d apprcxi 
ma tely 9 acr JS 01· lar-.d • • 11

) 

Ar :;::-.u r ::ee:::'er ~o :I . :'!:eod.ore ':;\re ~::a!l & 
.~r-""!i e -'re ::::an (ux) , 9 acres , e:.n '; 1.;~e r ~al 
estate of ~~eodore S~eckels Sr. (a ecea3cd) 
si :;ua t;ed ~e·...r itit;tiG •. :ill 

:'est"'.:or , _:'!-.eodore Sheckels of D. C. , " •• 
to -;·.;o •. "'!'.:.:!.e:1s ."' 0 0dore ::: r ee::ian e.::.d. :: . 
Pr e<:?-.an .,~_d r..iece .~a!'le --.ree""!a.":. 3 rown 
(c:-:ild:!"")·· of ~.~,r ~~ceased s:.s-.;er c::ris-cia.>'la. 
.:,ree~ .an) ~11 oi _> . G. Co . £~are a~ci. s·:are 
-a lL:e in a~d :o piece of l!:1.!1d in .? . G. and 
kr:.o·;:n ~=> :;:'le old r-. o~es :;e'\d ,., .ich ~7 L'2.-::'1er 
a::C. - o:;;-; er o:·.~ed a~·d. on ·:1:.ic.h plac'e ';'1C'I 
r o_!=;,_·ned ,_:: _..,.,.n -;-e 0.:- '- .. i·r a·a.--l... u" - - - J·-- J-··· _ .. ne _ "·· • • 

c~ar::e!'le~ ' s .a..p , 13 1' s::o·:1s ,\d·~lp~i 2.11 as 
"E're~:-tan ' ::; :ii:..l ; :'op~ins ::ap , 1878 , s~10·::~ 
,·;=-. . :: . ·ree.'"a.n r~siding a:; ~001 Spriq; ar-:i) 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUN'l,Y 

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey I Date '179o•s, ca. 1937 

Building N":rae Cool Spring Parm, Mil1e:r's house 
~~~~~~~-~~~~---~~~ 

Location 8441 Riggs Road, Adle phi., Md. 

Open to Public yes x no 

:cool Spring is a ,_two-story , brick house, three (irregular) 

- ---- -·-- r-·--- ~ ba~res- .. wide, ·,vi th an entrance 1n the second bay·; it sbOWS·-·obv-iOuS 

signs of having been rebuilt. The house was originally two bays 
wide with an entrance iil the first bay of the west facade, and a 
porch across the length of this f~cadec An exterior chimney stood 
(an.<~ ctj.11 st~ds) at the south gable end 1 'and a one-story brick 

wi.ng wno btU.lt onto the north end., This north addition J1as been 

rBmovcd, and f:i third (north) bay, with jnterior chimney, has been 

l dded. t.c the mr:.iL l1o:..:.se since 1937. This r:.w.j or alter:~ ti on shows 

cleL.rly in the briekwork: t;he ~>OU.t;h {nrigL1al) portion of "the wes'G 

• facade is .lf:J.id in FlemiBh bond with f.' cy;ne glazed headerR, while the 
\ •... 

nor~h end is common _bond., 
This :r..od~:st b1~ick structure, whtch stands at a short distance 

' 
from tho Adelphi (Riggs)·· Mill, was the borne of the mill operator. 
It waa constructed lnto in: tho eighteenth century, presur.J.ably at the 
Otillle time as the mill itself, and ia listed in the 1798 tax assess

ment as a 24' x 18' two-story brick dwelling house, with a 16' x 
18 1 one-story brick addition. At that' time its resident was Philip 
Fitzhugh, C?wner and oper~to:r o:f th.e mill. During the second half o:f 

.the ~#A~-\~en~~ centti.ry.·the .. miiie:rf was Williwn a~ Iire~mSn.; he o~ei:St~ 
the ait\.~~"t'~~:1t~· · prqmtllent owner~- Georg·e. W. Rigge i :tounder of Riggs . 

~~~i"'~~i~h:~.~:~-~~.im:·A~.jl~i.~~,?~QJl~µiue.d.. ~o ,Ji.1re .,t.?J. ~~- 1J}t11ei:.'P-· ... :-~ ': 
ho1Jeja~~~~ti9j.-1._·. uia:::e~~~ht•.r -~ her nusf)a1\4; 'jfhO acqu.iJ"ed. "~- · · 

·the ~-o~s~· ·~.: t~3·1,·:;~ii~'·\he alt;,rat1o~s. ... .. 

(Pr.i.v/ooc/:r·bc/exccllent) 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEE'r 

NOMINATION FORM 
-::or the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

:, .. 1·:-~-·~-:-R_N_:H-,S-T-O~R.-C-,~_~-.~~~~----~-- I 
Cool S2_;_i::.:n;;;.•.;;;_ ____________ ~---~~----·---------J 

CATt0f1 i 

$"":'"REET ANL' "'..JNIBER:: 

8441 Riggs Road 
CITY OR TO°f'IN: 

I Adelphi 

I STATE Maryland 
~- --~-----~~~----~~--'-----~~~~~~~-~----~----~-.....< 
1..:3..:..· -.;C;:-..:L::.:.A..:::S:.:S..:::ff_:l..::..:..:::A..:...T.:...::!O:..:.N:...._ ___ ,...._ __ ~--~---·---~--r-- . --,---. _. __ _j 

CATEGORY I 0 ,,..,< .. r·"" 
1 5.,.ATu< i ACCf:~Sih~<: I 

ID Di1tri~:hed< :e:uild;ng 1'00~ Public I P~~li~ 
0

~~~visition: i~ Occ~pied ., i TO;:.: PUB:lLK : 
In s,·,. 0 p,,·v--te I i' In Proc•u 'o ' d I 0 R .. tri:ted I___, Structure v ~ I Unoccupie 

0 0 B th n B•ing Con1·<!ereo O p 0 Un.-.atrict.1c:i 
bject 0 i......; I reurvotion wor~I 

I in progr••• ~ No I 

' 
I 
I 

U-- PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

:z: 

w 
LU 

--., Agri culturol 0 Governm•nt c P~rk [J T rnn1 porTati on 0 Comme.ota ...._, 
0 Corr.me•cial 0 Industrial ~ Pri"VoT• Ro .. id•nc• OOt"•• (Specify) 

I 0 Educctioncl 0 Mi Ii torr 0 ~a!igiou1 

I 0 Entertainment 0 Museum LJ Scientif;c -------
f'-. CWNER OF PROPERTY 

-·-
' 

OWNER'S NJ'ME: 

William McKay I 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

I 8441 Riggs Roc.d 
-IC!TY OR TOY·N: 'STAT~' 

· s. tocmo~~~_lL~~tcoE5ci?1?;ioN-. __________ J__Maryland --~;.~ 
COURTHOUSE, rtE<alSTRY OF DEEDS, c.T::C~· ------------·---------....b:.-J 

Prince George's County Courthouse Is TR EE T AND NUMBER: ---------------------! 

I 
STATE I 

Upper Marlboro Marylc.nd 1 

1' it 1 e Refer en_c_e_o-;:f--:~::-u-r_-i:-.~-n-=t-=D-e-.2-.d-=--:-( B=-o-o-::k=-. __ ..._&_=p--::r..::...._.-.==#,_''""'):::::::::::::::~=======~ 
,~. Rti-'RCSENT A :-:m.; IN ex1ntNG ,. 1RVEYS 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

_.._ ..l.::.... 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

I Historic American Buildinas Survey 
OATE OF SURVEY: 1 Q ':l h ~ Feder..:il LJ Stet• 0 County 0 Local I 
bC:POSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS• 

Library of Conaress 
6TREET AND NUMBE<;R: 

10 First Street SE 
CITY 01'1 TOWN: fSTAT£1 

I l Washinaton. DC I 

r;;. _, ;: 

F I.< 
~ ' 

F $ - 70 • 



l~Z~·~o~e~~~CR~l~?~i~IO~N__,.~~~--~~~~--~--~~~~~~~--'-'-~~~~--~----.......,; ...... -, 
(Ch<tck One) I 

~C_' _E_.x_ce_l_l•_n1 __ 1W_-. Good c:J Foir CJ D.,t•riocol.>d 0 Ruin1 0 ·Unexpo••d I 
(Ch,.~lt Onej I (Check One) 

:j;;~ Ahered C Uncltered 0 Moved iJJ O,.;i;inal Site 

~D_E_S_C_R-1B_E_TH_E_P__,R_E_S_EN-T-,-.--D-O_R_IGINA'- (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

CONDITION 

The house is a two story, brick building, the north end 

of which has been rebuilt. The central doorway has a small, 

pedimented porch. The windows are 6/6 double hung sash with 

flat stretcher arches. On the south end there is an external 

chimney; on the east end, the chimney is internal. A wide 

board applied over the brick facade is the frieze; the cornice 

is boxed. 
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ft.__ .• _s_1_c_s_1F_1_c_A_N_C_E~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---====:J 
l>ERIOO (Check One or More•• ApproP<l•le) I 

0 16th Cu.rury 0 lBrh C•ntury 0 20t~ Century ~ 0 Pre·Columbian 

[J 15rh Cenlury 0 17th C•ntury @il lS'•h Century 

l--s-.. -E-C~IF~IC~o-... ~T-E_{_5_J_O~f-A_p_p_l_lc_•_b_f_e_•_n~d-K_n_o_w~n)~~-R.~e-::-b-u~1~·~1:--t~~1=-=9-4~_~1=--~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~ 

AREAS OF ~IGNIFICANCE (Check Clne or More ••Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehi atoric 0 Eng.ineering 

0 His!odc 0 lndu.try 

0 Agriculture 0 lnv•ntion 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce D Literature 

0 Communi coti ons 0 Military 

0 Ccn1ervotion 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

D 
0 
c 

0 
0 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Sci enc" 

Sculpture 

Sociol/Hvman• 

itarion 

Thecler 

Tron~portotion 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Oth•r (Speclty) 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

PS- 701> 



1;. '~JOR 61BllOGRAf>Hl.cAL REFERENCES ·~ .. .. . .~ .. , .. 

r lo. GEOGRAPHICAL OAT.A ,. .. 
I~ c """"• •" o """"'mo• oooRo•" • "' ·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

OEF•NIN'° A RECTANGLE LOCATIN" THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POll'~T OF A PROPERTY 

R .OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER' LATITUDE LONG,TUDE LATITUDE I LON"ITUDE 
'---

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degree~ Minutes Seconds 

I 
Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 

I 
0 . 

~w 0 . 0 . I 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

I 
j 
I 

f11. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME Ai"JD Tl TLE: 

Christopher OWensl Park Historian 
ORG.A.t~I ZATION 

IDATE 

MNCPPC 1 Nov 74 
STREET A.NO NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE I Silver Sorin a M;:,rvl ~nil 

µ3:J State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
- ___.. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
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