
PRINCE GEORGE' s c::.::~:Y 

HISTORIC SI7ES SUM!-1A~~ Sr.EET 

P.G. County Survey # 65-6 Date c. 1796 

Building Nar.;e J.~delohi ~/:ill and I:Iiller 's Cottage 

Location Riggs Road (#212), Adelphi, :,~aryland 

Open to Public ~ yes no restricted 

Adelphi Thll, probably the oldest and larg~st mill in the 

Washington area, stands on the north bank of the Northwest Brmch 

of the Anacostia River. Constructed of field st:one, this two 

story structure has its entrance in the north gable end. On the 

opposite side of the present high·:.iay #212 stands the ~iller's 

cottage; also of stone, it is built into the side of the hill so 

that its basement is exposed on the stream side. A porch is built 

across this princi?al south facade. 

The mill and cottage were built by Issachar and I.Tahlon Schol

field about 1796, ·:1hen they had sev2..1.~~..:.. parcels of land resurveyed 

and renaCTed Adelphi. The most prominent owner of the CTill was 

George '~Tashington Riggs, founder of the Riggs and Compmiy banking 

house, forerunner of the present Riggs National Bank. lhe mill 

was owned and operated by Riggs and his family from 1865 to 1920, 
and was knovm during this tine as the Rig:ss l!Iill. Latar ovmers, 

the M:cCormick-Goodhart .::a.Inily, gave the land and mill in 1951 to 

the Tv!aryland National Capital Park and Planning Corru:iission, ·:1hich 

has since restored it. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
P.G. #65-6 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC Adelphi r.ull and I:Iill~r's Cot"tage 

ANO/OR COMMON 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Riggs Road (#212) 
CITY. l'OWN 

Adelnhi 
STATE 

Maryland 

VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

Xeu1Lo1NG(Sl 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

XPUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_PRIVATE X_UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS X_YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Oo\VNER OF PROPERTY 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

P.Go (5th districL) 
COUNTY 

Prince George's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL XPARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

X....ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER. 

NAME - • 
f;Iaryland lrn tional Cap1 tal Park & Plar..ning Telephone #: 

STREET & NUMBER 

6600 Kenilworth Ave. 
CiTY. TOWN 

Riverdale _ v1c1N1TY oF 

6LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1STRYOFDEEDS,ETc P.Go County Courtho"use 
STREET & NUMBER 

j\,~ain Street, 
CITY. TOWN 

Upper Ti!arlboro 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

STATE I zip code 
Md. 20840 

Liber #: 1436 
Folio #: 321, 324 

STATE 

Maryland 20870 

TITLE H.A.B.S. (also Historic Sites Survey, PoG. Coo 1973) 

DATE 

1936 XFEOERAL _STATE XCOUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEYRECORDS Library of Congress, ·_vas~1ington D.C. 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

- -[ 



B DESCRIPTION 

X_EXC£LLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

:~HALTERED 
~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGfNAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Adelphi Mill, a two-story gable roofed struc"ture, st a-rids 

on the north bank of the Northwest Branch of the Anacostia River. 

Constructed of field stone, its gable ends are frame above the 

roof line. At the three-bay north gable end is a central door:my 

with flanking windows; at the northeast corner is an interior 
brick chinmey. 

On the opposite side of the present highway (#212) stands 

the miller's cottage. This one-and-one-half story stone structure 

is built into the side of the hill so that its basement is exposed 
on the strean. side. A brick chirr.ney stcnds at thee ast end. 'i'he 

three-bay south facade has a porch across it, with central door. 
This cottage is stone to the ridge line, Nith boxed cornicep 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



11ls1cmr1cANcE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-UI00-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X..1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

-1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS ~NOUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION x local history 

SPECIFIC OATES c" 1796 BUILDER/ ARCH ITEC.T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The c. 37 acre tract on which Adelphi ~11 s!ands con-

sisted of parts of Gilead and Crarnphin's Lot~, resurireyed in 1796 

by the brothers Issachar and l.1ahlon Scholfield and renamed Adel phi 
(Greek meaning "brothers"). It was at tnis time tha't the Schol

fields built the mill ani miller's cot~age; both s~one buildings 
appear on the 1798 Tax Assessment. Although ~hey sold half interest 

in the mill in 1799, ~he brothers Scholfield regained the mill 
through the Chancery Court ai.~d operated it until 1813. 

Adelphi :Mill, which is probably the oldest and larg~st in 
the "Nashington area, cha.~ged hands several tir.ies in the early 19th 

century, but in 1865 was nurchased by George ·:1ashington .Riggs, 

founder of the banking house of Rig_:;s and Company in ','iashington D. C. 
Riggs invested heavily in real estate in the :'lashing"ton area, a..YJ.d 
his business prospered. After his death in 1881, the Mill property 

passed to his son T.L. Riggs, and in 1897 to his other son Elisha 

Francis Riggs, who by then had reorganized his father's bank into 
the present Riggs Hational :Bank .. 

The Mill remained in the Riggs fa.filly, and was knm·m as 

Riggs Mill, until 1920 .. The last private.owners w.;;;re the I.'IcCormick

Goodhart far::iily, whose mansion still stands about i mile west of 

the Mill, and who conveyed the :::nill property and surrounding park 
land to ~INCPPC in 1951e 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Patent IC#O; _;l.550 
1798 Federal ~~rect rax Assess~ent 
Chancery Case #4790 

Equity ~420: Liber J.3#1,fol.100; Liber #1436,fol.321,324 
CONTINUE ON SEPAR.A.TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2. 1 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPP!NG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Susan Go Pearl March 1979 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

MNCPPC 262-3367, 868-1121 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

6701 =1IcDonough ?errace 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bowie, : .. raryland 20715 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was·officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
]974 Supplement. 

Th~ Survey and Inventory are being prepar~d for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I toa 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET /10CHl7Lf'!_D ~ 
NOMINATION FORM 

for the 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

I l: NA~E 
COMMON: 

A.NO/OR HISTORIC: 

Riggs-Adelphi Mill and Miller's House 

12. LOCATION . 
STREET A.NC NUMBERa 

Riggs Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Adelphi 
5TATE 

lco~N;i~ce Maryland George's 
!3. CLASS! Fl CATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

I ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ;m Building fQ Public Public Acquisition: lil 0<<"';.d l v. .. 
0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Procell 0 Unoccupied a Qeatrlcted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Prenrvotion work 0 Unteatrlcted 

In progreaa 0 No 

PRESENT us E (Check One or More •• Ai;proprlate) 

0 Agricultural f.Q Government !ti! Park 0 Transportation 0 Commenta 

0 Commercial 0 industrial m Private Reaidenc• 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military [J Religioua 

lo Entertainment 0 Mu1evm 0 Scientific 

~ ... OWNER CF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S "4AME: 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

6600 Kenilworth Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

I ST ~';~y 1 and 1 Riverdale 
1s. LOCATloN OF-LEGA-LDEsC,RIPTION H' . ..i:.-;. 

COURTHOUSE, RE<iilSTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Prince Georae's Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

lsr~·;rvland } Upper Marlboro 
~itle Reference of Curr~nt i:};;"P.d ~BQQ]s & ~a. *) : 

~REi'RESHlT A TION IN EXISTlNG SURVEYS ,· ··~ 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

i:.:r.; ct-l'"'IY'.; (" ~i t-oc .; n +-he Bi-Countv Regior: 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 F•a•ral D Ste tot llJ County 0 Loco I 
OEPOSITORY FOR 5URV£Y RECORDS: 

MNCPI?C 
STRE'.ET AND NUMIJER: 

8787 Georaia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWNt rTATE: I Silver Snrina Maryland -



0 Excellwnt rg Good 0 Foir 
~------CONDITION 

(Check One) 

~ Altered C Unclteracl 

(Check On.,) 

0 D•t•riorated 

I 
0 Ruin1 0 ·Unexpo .. d 

(Check O.,e) 

0 Mov•d Qtl Orlginol Site 

f-0-E_S_C-Rl_B_E_T_H_E_P_,_R_E_SE-_N_T_> •D ORIGINAL (It lcnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The mill is a two-story, building laid up with field-

stone. The north gable end is three bays with a central 

doorway_ and flanking double hung sash windows; the openings 

are spanned by wooden lintels. The gable ends are frame. 

At the north end is an interior chimney. 

The stone miller's house is a story and a half, stone 

building built into the side of the hill so it has an exposed 

basement on the stream side. It is stone, with a brick 

chimney on the east end. Across the main (south) facade is 

a porch, supported on posts, with a shed roof. The facade 

is three bays with a central doorway. The windows are 6/6 

double hung sash. The cornice is boxed; window surrounds 

are plain boards. 
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(a. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERICO (Check One or More •• Approprl•le) 

0 Pte·Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISI (lf Applicable •nd Known) 

AAEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appn>prl•t•) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Eng.in•ering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agricu I tu re 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Land1cop• 

0 "'" Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communication• 0 Military 

0 Con1ervation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I 

1'?r t • ~ 

[fil 18th Century 0 20th Cent.,ry 

Im 19th Centmy 

0 Politiccil 0 Urban Planning 

I 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

I 0 Science 

0 Seu lpture 

0 Socia I/Human· 

itarion 

0 Theater 

0 Tron1portotion 

: 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND 1-0N<OITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEF, N 1 NG A RE c TANG,_ e: 1-_o_c_A~T_1_ N_<>_-:-_H_E_P_R_o_P_c_R_T_"--ll OR '----o_e:_F_1_:-i_'_N_G_T_H_e:_c_e:_N_T_E_R-,-P_o.,._1..;...N..;...T""o;.;..::F..:..A;.::..:P:....R_o_P-~E-R_T_v_--t I • 
1 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

~N-;R-+-___ L_A_T_1_T_u_D_E ___ .__ ___ ~_o_N_G_1~_.u_o_e: __ ~ 
I 

NW 

NE 
SE 

Degrees Minutes Secondt 
0 

0 

0 ' 'I 

Q 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

0 

0 

0 .. 
APPROXIMATE ACREA.CiE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

HL FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl TLE: 

:...ATITUOE 1-0NGITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Soconds 
0 0 

.. 
Christopher Owens, Park Historian 

ORG-ANIZATION IDATE 

MNCPPC 1 Nov 74 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: ,.TATE I Silver Sprinq Marv land 

FJ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this pro::>erty is: 
National 0 State c Local D 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY PG : 65- 6 
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