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The history of the White House Tavern predates the structure extant on the property, as the location of an earlier 18th 
century tavern. Its earliest origins are imitated by the presence of the only remaining milestone from the 1813 
turnpike on the grounds of the property, and its 19th century construction remains evident despite 20th century 
changes. The large frame structure present today was built in 1834 by John Brown, who had worked as a stagecoach 
driver and opened this tavern on the newly-established road. In 1940, the property was converted into a motor hotel, 
with small brick cottages built behind the tavern structure. A Victorian veranda was replaced with the present portico, 
and other alterations made at that time. Presently, the buildings suffer deterioration due to neglect. 

While the White House Tavern represents historic trends related to transportation and the development of the 
Baltimore-Washington corridor, these associations alone do not adequately demonstrate its National Register 
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although George Washington is reputed to have visited the original 18th century structure. Alterations render the 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: White House Tavern (Brown's Tavern) 

1834 

Location: 10260 Baltimore Avenue. College Park. Marvland 

Private/Commercial/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Description 

White House Tavern is a frame gable-roof building; it has a prominent 
two-story front portico, numerous additions on the side and rear, and is 
partially surrounded by small motel cottage units. The main block is two
and-one-half stories high, with entrance in the central bay of the five
bay east facade. Sheltering the entire east facade is a monumental two
story portico, supported by four large tile columns. Two interior brick 
chimneys rise at each gable end and three gable dormers pierce the east 
plane of the gable roof; the building rests on a heavy foundation of stone 
topped by brick, and contains a full basement. There are three other sec
tions attached to the main block; a small square kitchen (probably origi
nally freestanding) now attached to the main block by an intermediate 
room, and a long, narrow shed-roof addition along the north side of the 
main block and of the two sections to the west. The main block has a 
central stairhall with two adjoining parlors on each side; trim is fine 
transitional Federal/Greek Revival in style. In the kitchen wing is a 
large brick cooking fireplace and a small bread oven. In the yard south of 
the tavern stands an original, and badly weathered, Turnpike milestone. 
Carved into its east face is the inscription: "25 M to B" (25 miles to 
Baltimore). On the grounds on the south, north and west of the building 
stand 50 small cottage units, part of the motel establishment. 

Significance 

The White House Tavern is a prominent visual landmark on the west 
side of Route 1 in College Park. This large frame building was con
structed in 1834 by John W. Brown, on or near the site earlier eighteenth
century tavern. Brown, who had worked as a stagecoach driver on the 
Baltimore-Washington Turnpike, operated this tavern as a stage stop on 
this newly-established road. After Brown's death in 1862, the tavern was 
operated for another decade, then remained in the possession of his heirs 
until 1913. In 1940, the property was purchased by Felix Irwin, and the 
century-old tavern structure was converted into a motor hotel. The two
story Victorian veranda was removed and replaced with the present portico, 
and small brick cottage units were built on the grounds. The White House 
Tavern is significant as an example of the transportational and commercial 
enterprises over a century and a half in Prince George's County. Although 
considerably altered, it retains much of its original interior trim. Of 
outstanding significance is the survival on its grounds of the only remain
ing milestone from the 1813 turnpike. Since its conversion to a motor 
hotel, the White House Tavern again reflects its original function, a stop
ping place for travellers on a heavily-used artery of transportation. 

Acreage: 9.49 acres 
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Survey No. PG#66-l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of th.e resource and its 
va~ious elements as it exists today. 

Brown's Tavern is a two-and-one-half story frame gable-roof building 
which stands on the west side of U.S. Route l in a developed commercial 
area just outside of the Capital Beltway. The building has a prominent 
two-story front portico, numerous additions on the side and rear, and is 
partially ?urrounded by small motel cottage units. 

The main block is of frame construction, two-and-one-half stories 
high and side gabled. It is five bays by an irregular three bays, with 
entrance in the central bay of the five-bay east facade; it is covered 
with plain wood siding painted white. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash 
with narrow molded surrounds and louvered wood shutters (on the east 
facade only) painted black. On the main east facade, the outside pairs of 
windows are grouped together in pairs, symmetrically in relation to the 
entrance. Entrance is through a six-panel door, seven-pane transom and 
five-pane sidelights over molded wainscot panels. The door has a narrow 
molded surround. Above the entrance, a second-story door opens onto a 
small balcony. The door is identical to that in the main entrance, i.e.,
with seven-pane transom and five-pane sidelights, and the one-bay-wide 
balcony is bounded by an open work jig-sawn balustrade, painted black. 

Sheltering the entire east facade is a monumental two-story portico; 
the gable roof of the main block is extended forward at a shallower pitch 
to form a portico roof, which is supported by four very large two-story 
columns. These round columns are faced with curved tiles in a bonded
brick pattern; they have flaring capitals, but no bases. The columns rest 
on a porch floor constructed of terra cotta tiles. 

The gable roof of the main block is covered with black asbestos 
shingle. The cornice is of plain board with lower bead. Two interior 
brick chimneys (parged and painted white) rise at each gable end, 
symmetrically placed on each side of the ridge. There is one off-center 
6/6 window at third level in the north gable end; in the south gable end 
two symmetrically placed 6/6 windows light the third level. Only the 
windows on the main east facade have·shutters, but there are visible 
remnants of shelter dogs and hinges at the windows of the south gable end. 

Three gable dormers pierce the east plane of the gable roof; each has 
a molded returned cornice, and molded pilasters frame the 6/6 windows. 
There are no dormers in the west (rear) plane of the roof. 

The entire building rests on a heavy foundation of stone topped by 
brick; it contains a full basement • 

. ·-·--·-·-·---------
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There are three other sections attached to the main block of Brown's 
Tavern: a small square kitchen (probably originally freestanding), now 
attached to the main block by an intermediate room (now an office), and 
finally a long, narrow shed-roof addition which runs along the north 
elevations of the main block and of the two sections noted above. The 
kitchen is a low two-story building, with the ridge of its gable roof 
perpendicular to that of the main block. This kitchen is sided mostly 
with narrow, random-width board, painted white. It is patched in some 
places with German siding. Its shallowly pitched gable roof is covered 
with black asphalt shingle; a newly rebuilt interior brick chimney rises 
at the west gable end. This chimney serves two brick ovens in the west 
wall of the kitchen. Much of the first story of the west gable end is 
built of brick, and not sided with board. The brick is stucco-coated on 
the exterior; just to the south, in a section sided with board, is a 
single 6/6 double hung sash window, the only opening in this west gable 
end. A single window in the south elevation lights the loft above the 
kitchen; it is closed by small batten shutters. 

The interior of the kitchen section consists of one space; most of 
its west wall is built of brick. There is a large cooking fireplace with 
a nearly flat segmental-arch opening, crowned with rowlock. Next to the 
fireplace to the north is a small bread oven. 

This small kitchen, which was almost certainly originally a 
freestanding structure, is now attached to the main block by a two-story 
connector, which is roughly three bays by two, and has a nearly flat roof. 
It consists of one space, used as an office, above which has been 
constructed a second-story bathroom behind the center hall of the main 
block. This section is sheathed with plain board on the first story and 
German siding on the second. There is an entrance on the south. 

Along the north elevation of the main block, the kitchen and the 
connecting section, runs a long one-story shed-roof addition which now 
serves as the reservations office and sitting room. It does not run the 
entire length of the main block, but begins at the line of the eastmost 
chimney on the north gable end. This north addition is lighted on its 
north elevation by five 6/6 windows in a row, then one smaller 6/6 window, 
then a projecting entry vestibule, and then two more 6/6 windows west of 
the entry. All of this addition rests on a brick foundation. The 
entrance consists of a small projecting front-gabled vestibule; the 
entrance itself has double fluted columns and a small entablature and 
pediment behind a long canopy. 

The interior of the main block is Georgian in plan, i.e., central 
stairhall with t~o adjoining parlors on each side. The principal east 
entrance leads into a wide stairhall. The open-string two-run staircase 
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rises along the north wall of the stairhall to a landing, then turns 180° 
and rises to the second story hall. It has a slim turned newel with 
mitred cap, plain rectangular balusters, bracketed stairends and panelled 
spandrel. These features characterize the stair trim all the way to the 
third story, and identical newels also mark the landings between stories. 
Beneath the first run of the stair is a flight of steps to the basement. 

The stairhall is divided, east from west, by a molded elliptical arch 
with fluted pilasters and panelled soffit. The ceiling of the easterly 
(front) part of the stairhall is marked by a complex molded cornice: ogee 
moldings flanking a central cavetto molding. Door and window surrounds 
feature a plain central field flanked by ogee moldings, plain backband and 
inner bead, and marked by plain square cornerblocks. The trim is 
identical on the second story. Floors are of wide, random-width boards, 
and baseboards are high witn crown molding. In places where the wall 
plaster has fallen off, the splir lath is visible. 

The mantels in the two south parlors are of plain wood painted white, 
transitional Federal/Greek Revival in style, with plain frieze and firebox 
framed by plain pilasters. The mantels in the two north parlors are more 
mature Greek Revival in style: the frieze is plain and the firebox is 
framed by molded pilasters with an elliptical half-moon motif inset in the 
capitals, as well as a shelf with bold Greek profile. 

In the wide opening between the two south parlors hang two tall 
double doors; each door is double, hinged and folding, and each of the 
four leaves has five panels. 

In the northeast second-story bedroom, there is a later wood mantel, 
probably dating from the first decade of this century; the shelf is • 
supported by console brackets, the frieze has an applied floral 
decoration, repeated in the frame of the overmantel mirror, and the mirror 
is flanked by slim turned colonnettes which support a small upper shelf. 

There is a full basement under the main block, enclosed within the 
brick-upon-stone foundation. The massive hand-hewn sills are visible, 
joined with mortise and tenon. Centered in the north foundation wall is a 
massive stone chimney foundation, while in the south foundation wall are 
two separate brick arch supports for two chimneys, as well as the sloping 
frame hearth supports. 

In the yard to the south of Brown's Tavern stands an original, and 
badly weathered, Turnpike milestone. Carved into its east face is the 
inscription: "25 M to B" (25 miles to Baltimore). 

On the grounds on the south, north and west of the building stand 50 
small cottage units, part of the motel establishment. The brick units are 

3 
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built in rows, alternating with garage units; each cottage unit is front
gabled with a small porch, and there is a curved parapet over the double 
door of each garage unit. The motel complex stands on the west side of 
the heavily-travelled Route 1, just north of the Capital Beltway. 

4 
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Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_:J._ 1800-1899 
__ 1900-

St»ecific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
_:t_ architecture _ education _ military __ sociaU 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
--X- commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ Industry _ politics/government _X_ transportation 

_Invention __ other.(specify) 

ca. 1834 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The White House Tavern (Brown's Tavern) is a prominent visual 
landmark on the west side of Route 1 in College Park. This large frame 
building was constructed in 1834 by John W. Brown, and later enlarged and 
altered from its original form. It stood on or near the site of an 
eighteenth-century tavern, also known as the White House. The present 
building served for nearly fifty years in the nineteenth century as a 
tavern and stage stop on the turnpike between Washington and Baltimore. 
For the last fifty years in this century it has served as the centerpiece 
of a motor-hotel complex. 

The White House Tavern stands on a tract of land known as Chew's 
Folly, which belonged at the end of the eighteenth century to William 
Evans of Baltimore. Evans owned a tavern· known as the "White House", on 
the west ~ide of the road which ran between Bladensburg and Vansville; it 
was a two-story frame structure, 30 by 18 feet, with a rear addition of 
essentially the same size, and at the end of the century it was occupied 
and operated by a man named Thomas Roades.I 

At the end of the e1ghteenth century, the General Assembly began to 
consider the establishment of a toll pike between the new Federal City and 
Baltimore. The first Act of Assembly related to this subject was in 1796, 
but the construction of the road did not begin until the end of 1812. In 
the meantime (1807), William Evans died in Baltimore, and his real estate 
was bequeathed to two executors, William Lorman and William Gwynn, in 
trust for his daughter, Sarah, who was the wife of Jacob Giles Smith.2 
Lorman and Smith, both of whom lived in Baltimore, soon became much 
involved in the building of the Baltimore-Washington turnpike. By Act of 
Assembly in 1812, a company was incorporated to build the road, sixty feet 
wide, from Baltimore south, past McCoy's tavern at Vansville, past Evans' 
White House tavern, and Ross' Tavern (now Rossborough Inn), then through 
Bladensburg into Washington. Both Lorman and Smith were appointed 
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supervisors for construction of the road at the Baltimore end.3 The White 
House Tavern, during the possession of Jacob Smith and his wife, became 
one of the principal stops for the stagecoaches which ran along the new 
turnpike.4 . 

Jacob Smith died in the 1820's, leaving his widow, Sarah Evans Smith, -
and two adult children. In 1830 the Smith heirs, together with trustee 
William Lorman, conveyed the 500-acre Evans/Smith land to Richard Stockton 
and William Stokes of the prominent Stockton and Stokes stagecoach 
company.5 This land (Chews Folly or the White House farm) included the 
improvements "known as White House and at which a Tavern was formerly 
kept, described in Evans' will as that at which the line of stages from 
Baltimore to Washington were accustomed to stop. 11 6 This 500-acre farm was 
purchased by John W. Brown in 1835. 

John W. Brown :was: born in New York in 1799; circa 1818, he came to 
Maryland, and began .to work as a stagecoach driver on the Baltimore 
Washington pike.7 At some point during the per"iod, he became the manager 
of the White House Tavern, and, if family tradition is correct, also 
served temporarily as the manager of Ross• Tavern, which was owned after 
1821 by George Calvert of Riversdale, one·of the directors of the 
Baltimore-Washington Turnpike.8 

According to family tradition, the old White House Tavern was 
destroyed by fire during Brown's management, and it was he who built the 
present structure to replace it circa 1834. Certainly the surviving 
original structural members and interior trim support this date of 
construction, as does the noticeable increase in the assessed value of the 
property recorded in 1834. The new tavern was significantly larger (circa 
45 by 30 feet) than the original; the kitchen wing, however, has 
dimensions similar to those of the original rear addition, and may rest on 
those older foundations. It cannot be firmly substantiate~ whether the 
present structure occupies the precise location of the original. In any 
case, Brown purchased the entire 500-acre White House Farm, including the 
new Tavern, early in 1835.9 

John W. Brown occupied and operated the new White House Tavern from 
the time of its construction circa 1834 until his death in 1862. 
Ironically, within a short time after the construction of the new tavern, 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad line began to operate, on a line just a 
half mile to the east, between Baltimore and Washington. After 1835, 
traffic on the turnpike began to decrease, replaced by the convenience of 
the new railroad; in defense against its new competitor, the turnpike 
directors began to decrease the turnpike tolls, maintenance of the road 
consequently deteriorated, and by the period of the Civil War, the 
Baltimore-Washington Turnpike was in serious trouble. 

P.G.#66-1 

Page ---
2 
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John W. Brown died in 1862, leaving his considerable real estate (by 
then over 1500 acres), including the White House Farm and Tavern, to be 
equally divided between his wife and nine children. His widow continued 
to operate the Tavern for approximately 10 more years, serving also as 
trustee for the three youngest (minor) children.10 When the property was _ 
divided among the heirs, it was the Browns' youngest surviving daughter, 
Almira Brown Mulloy, who received the portion where the tavern stood.11 
It remained in her possession, as a rental residence, until 1913.12 The 
property changed hands several more times before it was purchased by the 
present owners' family in 194o.13 

The twentieth century saw another great change in transportation 
patterns with the advent of the automobile. Whereas traffic on the 
turnpike road had decreased during the nineteenth century due to the 
competition of the parallel railroad line, it began to increase again in 
the 1920's and 1930's with the growing number of privately-owned 
automobiles and the improvement of the old turnpike road into the heavily 
travelled Route 1. In 1940, Almira Brown Mulloy's ten-acre allotment was 
purchased by Felix Irwin, and the century-old taver~ structure was 
converted into a motor hotel. The two-story Victorian veranda with its 
jigsawn balustrades and perforated frieze course was removed, and replaced 
with the present tall tile columns; in place of the second-story veranda, 
a small second-story balcony was built to frame the central entrance. A 
porch along the north gable end was enclosed to serve as the office 
entrance and waiting room. Within a few years, small brick cottage units 
were built on the grounds north and west of the tavern, substantially 
increasing the capacity of the motor hotel. 

The White House Tavern is significant as an example of the 
transportational and commercial enterprises over a century and a half in 
Prince George's County. It has been considerably altered from its 
original configuration, but it retains much of its origin~l interior trim. 
Of outstanding significance is the survival on its grounds of the only 
remaining milestone from the 1813 turnpike. After its conversion in 1940 
from residence to motor hotel, the White House Tavern once again came to 
reflect a latter day manifestation of its original function; i.e., a 
stopping place for travellers on a heavily-used artery of transportation. 

Notes 

1 Federal Direct Fax, Rock Creek and Eastern Branch Hundreds, 1798 

2 Prince George's County Deeds AB#6:287, 292; Baltimore will of William 
Evans, 24 February 1807. 

3 Acts of General Assembly of 1796, chapter 69; of 1812, chapter 78. 
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4 Ibid, see also Acts of 1812, chapter 78. 
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5 Prince George's County Deed AB#6:287, 292; see also Holmes,-O.W.; 
"Stagecoach Days in the District of Columbia", Columbia Historical 
Society, Vol. 50. 

6 Prince George's County Deed AB#6:287 

7 See "Rambler" article, The Washington Evening Star, 5 November 1916 

8 Prince George's County Deed AB#2:211; see also MHT form #66-2. 

9 Prince George's County Deed AB#9:330; see also tax assessments 1820's-
1850 

10 Prince George's County Administration file #600; see also Prince 
George 1 s County E'quity #400 

11 Prince George's County Equity #400; Prince George's County Deed 
JWB#6:335 

12 Prince George's County Deed #88:200 

13 Prince George's County Deeds #152:329; 170:113, 115; #571:337 



,,._ 

9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P0 G0 #66-l 

See Chain of Title 

See Notes, Item #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acremge of nominated property 9 49 acres 
Quadrangle name Bel ts vi 11 e 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LL.J ...._I ~---' _I -----

e LU I I _I _ _...__ __ 

G lJ.J I I -' ...._....__.__ ....... ~ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

sw 
Zone 

oL.i.J 
F LLJ 
HLL.J 

I I I 
Easting 

Tax Map 18, parcel 72 
Quadrangle scale 1 : 24. 000 

I I I I 
Northin~ 

I I ---------' '-------------I I 
I I 

List all states and co~nties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan Go Pearl, Research Architectural Historian 

organization 
Prince George's County 
Historic Preservation Cammi55ian date May 1989 

street & number c/o Area Pl ans ( E/S), M-NCPPC telephone (301) 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC Brown's T~vern, 

ANO/OR COMMON 

T,,j tP Hrnase .-n~vern 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

10260 Baltimore Boulevard 
CITY. l'OWN 

College Park VICINITY OF 5 
~h CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

J.Iarvland Prince George's 
STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X-BUILOING(SI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_:_PUBLIC 

:x;__PRIVA TE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

--1N PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME ?elix ~1I. Irwin 

~TREET & NUMBER 

102~0 Baltimore Blvd. 
CITY. TOWN 

STATUS 

::lS_ocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X_NO 

College Park _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1sTRYOFDEEDs.erc. ?.G. co. Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

r.Iain Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Unper ~farlboro 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE :n.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites 

DATE 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY x._oTHER: 

Telephone #: 

STATE 1 

:1Iaryland 

Liber #: 571 
Folio #: 337 

STATE 

Iiid. 

zip code 

1974 _FEDERAL -STATE hCOUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 
Calvert =~~insion, ~=rn~PC, 

~iv0rdale, 20T37 

4811 Riverdale Rd. 
STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

X_FAlfl 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

3rovm's ~avern is e. fiv~-bay fra.u.e stru.c:;ure :;ic:ivi:-~::; i::;s 

entrance (with transom 2"nd sideli<S~ ts) in tt.e centrr0 l 

of the east (main) facade. 'J:he gc::ble roof is rierced CV .., 

three dormers, and t-.rn )airs of interior chimneys 'irl:ich 

service eight fireplaces. Across the east facade is a por

tico supported by four rnassive glazed-tile colu:P.1.ns; -v:C1is 

portico, built in the 1940's, re9laces the original two

story porch, traces of '.'lhich are still visible. A CED :;rs.l 

entrrmce on the second story, iden-'cical to the door ·selo·:: 

it, now opens onto a modern balcony, added a~ ~he sa~e 

time as the tile columns. 

Part of the office to the rear (west) and the 1\:i~cl::en 

behind it appear to be considerably older "than -vhe ::a in 

por~ion of the building; the di~ensions correspond -vo vhose 

of 'Nilliam Svans 1 dwellLYlg ho-..,;se recorded on the 1798 tax 

assessment. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PL.ANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400·1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_ 1 ll00-1699 4J.RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

Z 1700-1799 -ART _MUSIC _THEATER 

.:i:1soo-1s99 ~COMMERCE _PHILOSOPHY JC_ TRANSPORTATION 

_1900· _COMMUNICATIONS _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT JC-OTHER <SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION local history 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

rrhe original section of the I'avern was owned by 

William Evm s in 1798, and operated by l'hoTias Roades 

(or Rhodes); it was someti:::nes known as Rhodes' .::8vern. 1 

George ':Vashington recorded in l1is diary ~hat he dined at 

Rhodes' I'avern, 18 December 1798, on his return trip from 

Philadelphia to Ivlt. Vernon. 7lilliam Evans bequeathed the 

tavern to his dciughter in 1807, and she in turn sold i ~ i..ri 

1830 to the Stockton and Stokes stagecoach company, \Thich 

has been cited as 11 the greatest stagecoach company in the 

eastern states. 112 ·.L'he tavern and :farm were purchased in 

1835 by John W. 3rown, who probc-rnly built the nain section 

shortly thereafter; he continued to oper~te a ~avern 

there, and his descendants retained it until 1913. 3 ~he 
present o~mer, who acquired the property in 1940, has built 

50 brick cottage uni ts, and the complex is now known as 

the Del Haven "Thite House Eotel. _:he old Post road Dile-

stone ( 25 i',: to B al ti.::i..ore ) is still on the i;rounds, just 
south of the building. 

1. Federr-il Direct 'l'p_x 1798 
2. ·:rill of 'Hilliam :=v.~ns, 24 3e b 1c07; Deeds .ABT'.f6: 287, 292; 

Holnes, 0 .?l • 11 Sta0ecoach llays in the District of' Col'Ll!!lbia" 
Columbia Historical Soci~tv, Vol.50, 1948-50 

3. :Deeds, AJ3#9:330; J".7B,;f6:335; ~i88:200 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



,,,., . 

:!/ G- : (;(\ -
IJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

2)~ :ds _i.._B ~6: 287, 292; ;,,:s'.:~9: 330; :J.T3::./:6: 335; ,c88: 200 
::;iederal :Jirect i:ax for P .G. Co. 1798 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lriJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR.PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

William Aleshire 
ORGANIZATION 

P .G. Historical & Cultural 'l'rust 
STREET & NUMBER 

4811 Riverdale Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Riverdale. )Id. 20737 

DATE 

April 1980 
TELEPHONE 

779-2011 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 



rr.n:i:L ci-:oRr.1:' s r.otit i"\' 

P.G. County Sur~cy ~ 66-1 --·------- Dntc 1790's, ca. 18L10 

Du i ld i ng I la:-:':.: 'ff11i te House l'av ~rn , Hhodcs ' Ta·rern 
-·-··--- ---------- -----------------

Location 10260 Balti~ore Blvd ., College Pork 
... 

--------------------
no Hestr:il.cted 

'I':he ','ibi te House ravern is n five-b"1~r frame structure ID. ving 
I 

its entrance (with transom and eidelit;hts~ in the central bay of 

the cast (main) !."acnde . The Gable roof is pierced by i;hrce <lormcrs, 
and two ra irs of' in L ~rior chimneys ·:1l-l.ich service ei,~ht Cir~places. 

Across the eas L fac·1d.e is a por--;ico supported l)y four massive gl:.1~;cd

tile columns; thin oortico , bnil t in the 1940 1 s , replaces the orif;inal 

t-110- s tory porch , trncl!s of which arc o·till visible. A c~ntral entr~l.."'l.Ce 

on the second story , id ~n-cical i::o i~he door below it, new opens on to a 

mod r:?rn bale ony, r. d i ed at the ~rune ti "1 as the t;ile columns . 

Part of tl'ie office to the rear (,·,·est) arid the .r::itcllen behind it 

apnPar to be c0::.'!.siderably older th'1J'l. 1.;he main port.ion_; the d irnP.nsions 

correspond to those of Y/illia;:i i.va.ns' dwelling nouse recorcied on Ciw 

1798 tax asst=>ssment . 
The original section of the ~avern was owned by William l':Vo.n.s in 

1798 , a.."ld op >ra t~d o, Thorn~$ Rm des ( 01" Rhodes) ; it wn.s somei;imc8 kno\'in 

as Rhodes ' •.ra.Yern. George \1/':i~hington recorded in !1is diary that be 

dined. at .?.bodes ' t<!.V·~rn , 18 Dece1nber 1798, on his r~tur11 ~rip " .from 

Philadelphia to Mt . Vernon . ;'/illi&il Evans bequeathed the Tavorn to 

his daugh~er in 1807, and she in turn ~old it jri 1830 to the Stockton 

!llld Stokes s t<11~ecoach company, which has be m cited as 11 tbe greatr->oJt 

stagecoach comPrulY in the eastern st1tes . 11 The tavern and farm were 

purc>iased in 1835 b~r John ·:! . l):cO\'m , . '.:ho !irobably built the main sec ti on 

shortly ther.;a .. tl1r~ he continued to 0!:1erate a tavern th~re , and his <le

scendants ret::ined it u.ntj.l 191·50 1rhe pr?nent owner, who acquired the 
' property in 1940, hns buiJ. t 50 b-rick c.;ot thP,e uni ts , and ·:.he complex is 

now known as t.!'lc Del Haven \'n1i te Houc;e '·lo tel . 1rhe old Post i·oad rnii~!.:. 
stone ( 2~ M 'ro B al tir:iore ) is still on the grounds , juct sou th 01' the .. :· 
bu1lcljng . . . .. I Pri v / p'lrt occ/n.otel/ f a.ir 

·' .. ~:;1~i-·:1'·:.:'. =:?~Pi'.~~~~f:ii:;~:)i'.~;·::=i:;,i=·~~:'.·i;:ii~;;:~:~ ::;;': ·;:·.·.~:::.:'.°-.. '.·,~ ... :;,:·::::;.;~?!~;+'.:·:;~?·.:tl;:::'\~UY(:.(!\=;;·:~:::;·;~·;;-.:;:o:: : ~.:: 
);'~, .. ~ ....,. .__.., I ... ' ._ <ls- • ..... • • • 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

PG: #66-1 
"I' r I r~1) 

N_OMINATION FORM 
for the 

17 ory5 / </ z, L-b 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

p. NAME 
COMMON: 

Delhaven White House Motel 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

Brown's TavernL:Site of Rhode's Tavern 
(2. LOCATION 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

10260 Baltimore Blvd. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Colleae Park 
STATE I !COUNTY: 

Md. Prince Georoe's 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
01'.'NERSHIP STATUS 

(Check One)-

0 District • Bui !ding I~ 
Public Public Acquisition: lit Occupied 

0 Site 0 Structure f 1rivate 0 In Proceoss 0 Unoccupied 

0 Object jo Both 0 Being Con•idered 0 Preservation work 

PRESENT USE (Check One or /',fore as Appropriate) 

0 Agriculture I 

""'c<-,,,,,,~,d:! 

I 
0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

0 Government 

[J l"r!1.1c• .. :~! 

0 Military 

0 Museu;n 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY . 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Felix M. Irv.rin 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

10260 Baltimore 
CITY OR TOWN: 

C9J,1-~ g_e __ f'_ar k 
1s. LOCATION OF LEGAL C-ESCRiP 1 ION 

COURTHOUSE, REGl,;TRY OF DEEDS; ETC: 

0 Pork 
,, ?:-:· ... ·.;j;~" r:;~.:..! ..... 1..: ... 

0 Religious 

0 Scil"ntilic 

Blvd. 

in prcgress 

0 Transportation 

.....--. -·· LJ vrner cSpecttyJ 

rTATE: 

Md. 

Pri nroA ~Anrg:!i:'S County Co1n::tbr111 ~ 0 
STREET AND NUllABER: 

-
Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE 

UnnAr MarJbQrQ Md. 
ritle Reference of Current D~~d (Book ~ iE l : 

~RE:PRESENTATION IN EXIST.ING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

1'lf'\nc 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 F~derol 0 Stote 0 County 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORD:;: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: IS TATE' 

. 

0 

-

I I 
ACC ESSI BL E I 

TO THE PUBLIC i 

Yes: 

I 
~ Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

0 No 

I 
0 Comments I 
_-I 

1 -., 

I 
~:,. -,t 

.. 

~ 
Loco I ~ 

I j 



f7.' DESCRIPTION 

0 Excellent 0 Gaod • Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

.. Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 

fG- :' 

0 Ruins 0 Unexpased 

(Check One) 

0 Moved • Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a five-bay house with four large 
internal end chimneys (stuccoed). There are 
three dormer windows with returned pediments 
on the main (east) facade. The entrance has 
transom and side lights; above it is a balcony~ 
with a transom and side-lighted door. The south 
gable ends have windows between the chimneys in 
the gables and windows outside the chimneys on the 
lower floors. On the north gable end there are windows 
between the chimneys in the gables the three windows 
on the outside of and between the chimneys. A tetra
style portico has been added recently although the 
old roof line is preserved. 

·-----' 
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(8, SIGNli'ICANCE ~--J 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century B 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISl (lfAppliceble and Known) 

(Check One or /\fore as Appropriate) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

O Agriculture 

O Architecture 

0 Art 

0 
0 

E duccti an 

Engineering 
0 
D 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

O Commerce 

O Communications 

O Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Other: 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

O Music 

lo•ci>hy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia l/Humar1· 

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 T ronsportotion 

There is controversy over the date of the building. 

W~thong says the original tavern burned in the 
and the present building is of recent origin. 
massing and proportions, however, suggest that 
is incorrect on stylistic grounds. 

1920's 
The 
Wilthonq 

I 
! 



~· MAJOR BIBL!OGRAPH~AL_R_E_F_·E_R_,E_N_'C_E_S ____ ~-------~-~-----~~--~ 

l!._o,:...._f'.:EO~_RAPHIC!--'L_"----D __ A_T_A ___________ __,~---~~-------'---'--------·-
LATITuDt: AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A !'tECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY I 

!---~.-------~----,---~------~ Rt---------C-·F_L_E_s_s_T_H~:ArN-T~E~-N~A;.;..::.C~R~E~s:__ ______ -41 

I LONGITUDE LATITUDE LATITUDE 

-------+----~~--~--...... LONGITUDE CORNER 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secor>ds Degrees Minutes S..conds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 • 0 • " NW 0 . . 0 . 

NE 0 . . 0 . 
SE 0 . - . 0 - . . -- I 
<.W 0 . . 0 . 

I APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
(,I\ 

:Acreage Justification: m 
m 

I 
z 
Vl 

-: 
:;:o 

!LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES c: 
STATE: COUNTY 

(") 

STATE: COUNTY: -t 

STATE: COUNTY: 0 

z 
STATE: COUNTY: 

Vl 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 

M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spri ,...,...,. 
12:J -
t--· State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State O Local O 

l ___ s_i_g_n_a_t_u_r_e __ ·-------------------~-----------------· 



571 :337 
2 Sep~ 1940 
Deed 

1 70: 115 
19 l·!Ov 1 920 
De-21 

170:113 
19 Fov 1920 
Deed 

152:329 
10 Ear 1920 
Deed 

88:20'.) 
21 J.pr 1913 
Deed 

J,'[3-!!:(:,: 335 
30 ;.:.ar 188E 
D22d 

AB#9 :330 
1 Jan 1835 
:;)eed 

LeeQ 

<TFJ,~#7: 122 
25 F'eb 1799 
Deed 

p • G • /f6 L - 1 

~lizabet~ Coon to 
Lot {ff;, 10 E~cres 

'.''elix Irnin et; ux, 

Geor[;e ,. :~ac.er 

Coon, 10 acres, 
to Dr~tus 2 ... nd --::i..izaoe"ch 
Lot #6 

-::t i;a I:. Iie·ui tt to George ii. Ea'ter, 
s·,r::ie 12..nd, Lot;'-f6, 10 acres 

Gr?.ce J ... 3all.s.rd 
Lo-c ~~6, 1 G acres 

J-.1~.:ira 3. I '.ullo~,r 
Lot f!:6, 10 P..crcs 

to 

to 

Et i;a E. Eewi'tt, 

Grnce ~. Ballard, 

:Jivision o: land C:L':lcne: hei:rs of John :.·. 
3roy·,9!1; Lot #6, ·v1f1ic~ includes ta,rern 
building, is allotted t;O Alcira ~. ~~lloy; 
10 acres (~y ~quity decree #400) 

?..ic':.'-~ar:i ;:J~ock:on & ';'iilliam L. Stokes -co 
:--o!'lr: .'.'. :Sro·:m; 500 acres fa~ on \'lhich is 
,'frli te House ~avern -ste.~;e stop 

'Ji. lliar.: I,orc,~an. f.:. .'illL·:_-:: G·.·1ynn, execut::.rs &. 
- ...... ,c-coc ,-.-f' ~'.'-! 11-i 3Jil ".'~ya_-n~ (""irst n!:",... .... .; "'"' \ 
~--A;---- .. --::: ...... ~---~"'-~::=>\...... :-::-:~·~..L-"''"'~' 
to ~Ar~~ ~Eluh (2na paruu;, to rticn~ra 
S:.ocl:ton :: .'7illiam '3. S ::;okes; bec2~use ~>n:·.s 
neque8~hcd his property to first p~rties i~ 
:.rus:. for his daugh l;er Seir2..h Smith ('iill, 
24 .'eb 1807), a.Yld ~vans di:=d possessed o:: 
''.'/hite House i'ave:::n" sta:;e stop; 2.nd rJec~1:~2e 
:Loroan & Jacob Smith, husband o: S~irah, 
ouned land contiguous to c.avern, :i-:i1m·m as 
,foi te House farm; now the heirs of Jacob 
Smith, deceased, agree to sell to Stockton 
and Stokes the ·:rni te tiouse ravern and far:r:, 
500 acr]E. 

'.'iilliam Spurri .::r to Hilliar:: :-~vc.ms (o~' 
3altinore) 93 acres o: Chew's ~ally 
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NAME ~l/tJ0£S T/11/GeAf / l3Rot<1lfl )la«s& { i.>eL-1/At/EA./ /YG1T~ _) 

LOCATION /02" O 'i3"9c./D . J3L-Vl>. (£,L._1.) Cot-LEU£ /4'e~/ R~-Sv/l,GE_, #d 

FACADE S£ 
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