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1. Name: 

historic: Property has no historic name 

and/or common: Property has no common name 

2. Address: 

street and number: 4704 Guilford Road 

City, town: College Park 

State: Maryland 

County: Prince George's 

3. Classification: 

Category: Buildings 

Ownership: Private 

Public Acquisition: Not applicable 

Status: Occupied 

Accessible: Yes - Unrestricted 

Present Use: Private residence 

4. Owner of Property: 

Name: Kevin Latner 

Street & Number: 4704 Guilford Road 

City, town: College Park, Maryland 20740 Telephone Number: (301) 779-7847 



5. Location of Legal Description: 

Courthouse, registry of deeds: Prince George's County Land Records Office 
Lower Level, County Administration Building 

Street & Number: 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 

City, town: Upper Marlboro 

State: Maryland 

Liber/folio: Liber 11829, Folios 266-267 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys: 

Not applicable - property is not represented in existing historical surveys 

7. Description: 

Condition: Good 

Unaltered/altered: Altered 

Original site/moved: Original Site 

Contributing Resource Count: 2 

Summary paragraph/general description of resource: 

This detached dwelling is located on its original site at 4704 Guilford Road in the Calvert 
Hills neighborhood of College Park, Maryland on Block 5, Lot 4 of Elmore PO\vers Addition 
to College Park (Illustrations 1 - 4 ). The house, which was built in 1927, is in good condition, 
and is a good example of the so-called "comfortable" homes built in the first decades of the 
twentieth century (Gowans, p. xiv). Alterations have been made to both the house's ex1erior 
and interior. These changes, however, have been made to the rear portions of the house rather 
than to its front elevation. They do not result in a loss of the property's integrity, and do not 
detract from its ability to contribute to and convey the Calvert Hills neighborhood's history and 
significance as an early twentieth century railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburb of 
Washington, D.C. 

The house (Illustrations 5 and 6), like two others in its immediate vicinity ( 4 702 Guilford 
Road and 4 705 Guilford Road) was constructed by College Park developer Elmore PO\ver in 
accordance with a standard set of plans produced by an unknown architect or builder. It is a 
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2 112-story 3-bay balloon frame structure built on a poured concrete foundation. The house has 
a cross-gable asphalt shingle roof with a single front gabled dormer. Originally, the house 
probably had a two-story rear shed-roofed sleeping porch similar to those on the neighboring 
properties at 4702 and 4705 Guilford Road. Inc. 1950, however, the then owners of the house 
(most likely Susan F. and Roscoe F. Woolard) dismantled the porch and replaced it with a 
larger 2 112-story gable-roofed rear addition that increased the house's depth by approximately 
5 feet (Illustrations 6 and 7). The house is currently clad in synthetic composite shingles, part 
of which Kevin Latner, the present owner, believes may be the original exterior wall finish. 
The windows, including the largely original front and side windows, are mostly 6 over 1 
wooden sash. The house has three doors (front, rear, and right side) and a single brick chimney 
on the left side. There is a hipped-roofed frame front porch with four Tuscan columns 
supported by brick piers. 

With the exception of the former sleeping porch area in the rear, the house's first floor 
interior has remained unchanged for 70 years (Illustration 7). The lath and plaster walls, oak 
floors, pine woodwork, and fireplace are all original, as are several of the iron radiator covers 
and cast iron hot water radiators. The floor plan and circular circulation pattern of the house's 
front rooms-the hall, living room, dining room, and kitchen-are typical of those found in many 
"comfortable" homes of the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s, and are identical to those in the 
neighboring house at 4702 Guilford Road. This "Progressive" layout is much simpler than that 
found in late nineteenth and early twentieth century Victorian homes, and incorporates the 
latest domestic technological developments (electric lighting, pluming, central heating, etc.). 
It also illustrates the evolution of both the living room (the old formal parlor) and the dining 
room as informal multipurpose living spaces (Clark, pp 162-167). First-floor plans laid out in 
this pattern can be found in catalogs from Aladdin (Illustration 8), Bennett (Illustration 9), Sears 
and Roebuck (Illustration 10), and other mail-order builders of this period. The rear sleeping 
porch, which once extended across the entire back of the house and doubled as a sun room was 
also typical of "Progressive" homes built during this era, and physically reflected the widely­
held belief that exposure to fresh air and light is healthy and "good for you" (Gowan, p. 28). 
This open porch, however, was replaced in the c. 1950 remodeling by the current larger rear 
addition that includes the present bath, hall, and bedroom/storage room. The current owner 
believes that the addition was built to maximize the rental value of the dwelling, which was 
then being used as a several-unit boarding house. 

Like the house's downstairs plan, the design of its second floor has been partially changed. 
The second floor's original bath and three bedrooms all retain their initial configurations. The 
former sleeping porch area, however, was replaced in the c. 1950 remodeling with the present 
larger back room, which may have been further subdivided during the property's years as a 
boarding house. The current owner is extensively remodeling this area and other spaces in the 
house. 

An original c. 1927 single-bay gable-roofed frame garage is located to the left rear of the 
house (Illustrations 4 and 11 ). Its location, derived from the placement of the garage's 
antecedent--the carriage house and stable, reflects a continuing 1920s habit and practice of 
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placing what were once considered to be offensive and smelly structures at a distance from 
houses (Gowan, p. 23). The garage's doors have been replaced, and a portion of its rear wall 
has been extended to accommodate a larger vehicle than it was initially designed for. 

8. Significance: 

Period of significance: 1900-

Areas of significance: Architecture and community planning 

Specific Dates: 1927-1941 

Builder/architect: UnknO\vn 

Applicable criteria: A and C 

Applicable Exception: Not applicable 

Level of Significance: Local 

Summary paragraph of significance/general statement of history: 

The property is significant because of its "association with an event or historical trend"--the 
development of College Park's Calvert Hills neighborhood as an early nventieth-century 
middle-class railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburb of Washington, D.C. (Criterion A); and 
because its "architecture" and "construction" illustrate early twentieth-century "comfortable" 
building practices and technology (Criterion C). College Park evolved as a largely privately­
planned and developed residential commuter subwb of Washington, D.C. that straddled three 
major transportation lines-the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the City and Suburban Railway's 
electric streetcar line, and United States Route 1. The area's readily-accessible suburban 
subdivisions offered federal employees and other members of Washington's expanding 
population the opportunity to attain the middle-class ideal of a single-family home set on a 
quiet tree-shaded lot away from the crowds, noise, and heat of the District. In many cases, 
these middle-class norms were enforced through deed restrictions that specified minimum 
values for houses and/or prohibited African-Americans from owing or renting the properties. 
Houses built on College Park's suburban lots were normally built in the so-called "comfortable" 
building styles of the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s (see Section 7 above). At a minimum, they were 
usually constructed in accordance with a standard set of architect's or builder's plans, and in 
some cases they were built with plans and materials provided by Sears and Roebuck, Bennett, 
Aladdin, Loizeaux, or other mail-order builders. These building patterns, however, are not 
unique to the College Park and its Calvert Hills neighborhood. Indeed, College Park is only one 
of a series of similar early twentieth-century railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburbs in the 
Washington, D.C. area, including Hyattsville and Riverdale in Prince George's County, 
Maryland; Silver Spring and Chevy Chase in Montgomery County, Maryland; and the early 
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twentieth century neighborhoods of Arlington County, Virginia. These areas, moreover, are 
representative of national suburbanization patterns during the first decades of the twentieth 
century. 

The house illustrates these associational and architectural contexts. It was built in 1927 by 
College Park developer and builder Elmore Power on Block 5, Lot 4 of Elmore Power's 
Addition to College Park--his developing middle-class Washington commuter subdivision 
located on the City and Suburban Railway streetcar line (Illustrations 2 - 4 ). Because it was 
originally virtually identical to the adjacent 1920 house at 4 702 Guilford Road, which cost 
$6,000 to build, the house was also presumably in this price range. This $6,000 value was 
higher than the average price of a house in Washington, D.C.'s Maryland suburbs in the mid-
1920s, and insured that the property would be developed in accordance with middle class norms 
(Lubar, p. 323; Prince George's County Deed Book 277, pp. 413-414). The house that PO\ver 
constructed on the property was built accordance with a standard set of plans produced by an 
unknown architect or builder, and as described above embodied typical 1920s-era 
"comfortable" building design and technology. According to the current owner, Power gave 
the finished house to his daughter or daughter-in-law, but this transfer could not be confirmed 
in a routine search of the Prince George's County deed books (a detailed and time-consuming 
title search would, however, identify the transaction). By 1950 the house was O\vned by Susan 
F. and Roscoe L. Woolard, who operated the property as a several-unit boarding house for 
many years, and presumably made the previously-discussed changes to its interior and exterior. 
In 1995 guardians for Roscoe L. Woolard sold the house to Richard J. and Eri S. Delabrer, who 
made repairs to the property, and in tum sold it to Kevin Latner, the current O\vner, in 1997. 
Despite the changes that have been made to the house in the last 70 years, including the c. 1950 
gable-roofed rear addition and the alterations to the first and second-story floor plans, the 
property retains its ability to contribute to and convey the Calvert Hills neighborhood's history 
and significance as an early twentieth century railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburb of 
Washington, D.C. 

9. Major Bibliographic References: 

Aladdin Company, The. Aladdin Built-in-a-Day House Catalog, 1917. 
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New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1993 reprint of original edition. 
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reprint of original edition. 
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10. Geographical Data: 

Acreage of Nominated Property: 7,125 SF (0.164 acres) 

Quadrangle Name: Washington East Quadrangle: District of Columbia-Maryland 

Quadrangle Scale: 7.5 Minutes 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: Block 5, Lot 4, Elmore Powers Addition 
to College Park, Maryland (historic 
property boundary) 

11. Form Prepared By: 

Nameffitle: Harold L. Reem 

Organization: George Washington University Date: April 10, 1998 

Street & Number: 2721 South Buchanan Street Telephone: (703) 845-8659 

City or Town: Arlington State: Virginia 22206 
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Erie Howc,1cr muc?\ ~cusc s:;-iu ::uy cn.1:-ii~• :.ni t :non practical o( all pla:u, the squ.arc bowc, alwa~~, reau.ic.s 
in vosu•· And ''r.ic £...; ... is 1•0~1ncly .,, all·pm.ed deiiro of tllu most populu t)-pe. 

,. h. , "' ''- Thc·e i1 a :m>1puou1. 1:L!uu:.<ia l • FfUU:><e :o ;his home. h 11 free from d .tborauon-yu l•ll of the spice 
- •" ol 1t;·!e. The cuc:>ai~; ~( -..·ith iu cis:.~c:h c :!ormcr, the shingled uppc: story, t!le ,..jde U?•n1e of porcl:.. 

: ·-· che .otid cy;>c of por::: :i::acs-vc:-vt!uni bu:s out the imprcuion that here live pc-ople ol • ~Oil dcaitablc 
•IA. H&il Amc~c..an C\•;:-c. The ::s: :-OCI':'\ in11c!c :s a re:e;tion h .a ll. scn·tng the pur;>osc or t«c1vin1 t!\c c.11ual alter, 

an.! ~i providing tnc j.11.aC:: irom \\'?':c: . .:: a ti~~ic st.a::""·••i .. • w:n~s :o ... ·a rd the upuaia. The living room ia a 1~uarc one with 
~·1c . ..,.,nJow' :.0___!0.u.untcc a ~ood of::~::.:.. F:c.r:t ~.c:c a c:~on~~=~pcning lc1d1 to the dining room oo one of the b ack corncn 
of ~he heusc. This room !1 1ho bt:;-::: ·•·!::-; :irh~. T~e k1t:~cn is the u1u11 compact a :u! com;:lc tc Bennet: arra ngcmCJ\:_ 
Thc:c is J ~auagcway frc~ :nc ki:c::::: :c ::-:c !rou: !-:1:!. 
------ 1 • _ ~· Tnc 'J;•:.a~a 1::-in~crr.c:'lt of this home 

:1 as :cc1: u :~.a: of th~ lo••cr door­
: -. c:-: :-..:~ • c:·~e: :c:<J:n. Th:cc 1p>­
;.-:u1 1.c:: •~i c::.irnocn--cach w1~!\ its 
-:":i :1;1;:·c ... 1 :;:1ct- 2 'onvcn1cnt bu:. 
.a.:i.: 1 ~1-.,:\• 1:-:::'l dOJc: complete t.ic 
.i'•?YI 

1.===:-.:·--=:=:J ... , 

·"T::c C:::c:· .::~:si~c .a nC inside, is a 
:-r.cit ::w1t:ny ~c~c-1a .ar-ung-cmcnt u 
:n:s.. prac:1cJ! 1~c most complctC'-'1ts 
con11ruc:1cn aoc: :inish ol a quiet, rich 
.a:-:a cnou::n.r :~·~c. 

SPECIFICATIO:'\S 
Cnli"I \c--1•tu ~ru !oc.r 1pprG1l1lutciy 911... 
Cn••" C "1•:u IC'C"OftO :!mt • ppt0• 1m . .tcly, It.. 
C·~Cn ~ "' I f lft, 
"! t\l ud 1C"C:r"d t\ocr ·ol1u : ia. s 1 . .._ 
: '"•., ,., : " 1 J. ·,..__ :t.aTtc-n; a •··~ 
:-"CIU .ioc'r-. '' .. C ·a ... • •u-1.u ' oi tctui C'.wstft\lt, 

Jr~ I) :t.) .r: a"'J4 U • • a. th10, 11'.1-f'd w OA 
c ~'~ 1110 Sn Mf'I J:O-J: 

.. , n au ' C.O.Oftft.&C~ >ct• ftft h"'"I root"\ '"~ 
:lt"''l'l.t ~"' .~,, ?'ttl ~·=-· 

- i.;r '\;o. i ,.II(:\\' "'- !..l!•C)l')arcf, M'C'C~lnC Ub1nct •nJ 
1ftf• '!~ow· ··(:~C:C'd n tc-lli.,( ~r·cc. $u 
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9. Yie'\ and Plan of the "E rie" 1Socrce· !by H. Benr.ert Lurr:cer Company. Inc .. 
3<!r.i!.:!:·,. 5m1.1i! 1-:";z,.,f! c-..:ILJil)g, / i:fj. p. ~.5 1. 



· ... . ~ ... ~~,..., . . THE ROCl<FORD 

flhe Rockford two-story home is finished with a veneer oi brick. Substantial strength 
'-1 is expressed in its dignified exterior. The roor is of a hipped type. and any 
suggestion or plainness is elimina1ed by the use or a dormer in \J~e front elevatior.. the iall 
brick fireplace chimney and the porch trellis ror climbing plants. The solid brick rail gi,·es 
the porch added prh·acy, thus increasing its usefulness to t~e ianii~: The Rcckfcrd :s 
conveniently planned to allow the greatest use or space consisie~t with good architecture. 

Details and features: SL'< rooms and or.e bath. Brick exter!cr· :t.!1-w!cth iror.t perch witr. 
hipped roof and brick piers; hipped-gable dormer. Fireplace :n !i,ing room flc.ilked ~y 
windows: open stairs. 

Years and catalog numbers: 1926 l,P3~51): 1928 (C3251): 1929 · P3'.:51 ~· 

Price: $2,086 to 
S2278 
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10. \'iew and Plan of "The! Rockford" r S0ur:::e: St~" ~:::scr. re J:ir.~:. /-:1ms~s ~ .... 
. \f'1il: .-l Guule to Hvusc.,·fmm .'<!.:n, Rl)c.?u1.:k .mti ''.:n::·c.:n_'.. ;:> : •.;.! . 



5. -$iO..i Guilford Road. College Park.. 'lary1and (View of front and left side 
elevations from Guilford Road) (Source: Photo by Author). 

6. -i-o-i Guilford Road. College Park. ~I:ir):laod (View of rear elevation from 
all ~~ ) 1 Sourc;:! Photo=-~ .Author;. 

-f704 Guilford Road 


