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1. Name:

historic: Property has no historic name
and/or common: Property has no common name

2. Address:

street and number: 4704 Guilford Road
City, town: College Park

State: Maryland

County: Prince George's

3. Classification:

Category: Buildings

Ownership: Private

Public Acquisition: Not applicable
Status: Occupied

Accessible: Yes - Unrestricted

Present Use: Private residence
4. Owner of Property:
Name: Kevin Latner

Street & Number: 4704 Guilford Road

City, town: College Park, Maryland 20740  Telephone Number: (301) 779-7847
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5. Location of Legal Description:

Courthouse, registry of deeds: Prince George's County Land Records Office
Lower Level, County Administration Building

Street & Number: 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Dnive
City, town: Upper Marlboro
State: Maryland

Liber/folio: Liber 11829, Folios 266-267

6. Representation in Existing Surveys:

Not applicable - property is not represented in existing historical surveys

7. Description:

Condition: Good

Unaltered/altered: Altered

Original site/moved: Original Site

Contributing Resource Count: 2

Summary paragraph/general description of resource:

This detached dwelling is located on its original site at 4704 Guilford Road in the Calvert
Hills neighborhood of College Park, Maryland on Block S, Lot 4 of Elmore Powers Addition
to College Park (Illustrations 1 - 4). The house, which was built in 1927, is in good condition,
and is a good example of the so-called "comfortable” homes built in the first decades of the
twentieth century (Gowans, p. xiv). Alterations have been made to both the house's exterior
and interior. These changes, however, have been made to the rear portions of the house rather
than to its front elevation. They do not result in a loss of the property's integrity, and do not
detract from its ability to contribute to and convey the Calvert Hills neighborhood's history and

significance as an early twentieth century railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburb of
Washington, D.C.

The house (Illustrations 5 and 6), like two others in its immediate vicinity (4702 Guilford
Road and 4705 Guilford Road) was constructed by College Park developer Elmore Power in
accordance with a standard set of plans produced by an unknown architect or builder. Itis a
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2 1/2-story 3-bay balloon frame structure built on a poured concrete foundation. The house has
a cross-gable asphalt shingle roof with a single front gabled dormer. Originally, the house
probably had a two-story rear shed-roofed sleeping porch similar to those on the neighboring
properties at 4702 and 4705 Guilford Road. In c. 1950, however, the then owners of the house
(most likely Susan F. and Roscoe F. Woolard) dismantled the porch and replaced 1t with a
larger 2 1/2-story gable-roofed rear addition that increased the house's depth by approximately
5 feet (Illustrations 6 and 7). The house is currently clad in synthetic composite shingles, part
of which Kevin Latner, the present owner, believes may be the original exterior wall finish.
The windows, including the largely original front and side windows, are mostly 6 over 1
wooden sash. The house has three doors (front, rear, and nght side) and a single brick chimney
on the left side. There is a hipped-roofed frame front porch with four Tuscan columns
supported by brick piers.

With the exception of the former sleeping porch area in the rear, the house's first floor
interior has remained unchanged for 70 years (Illustration 7). The lath and plaster walls, oak
floors, pine woodwork, and fireplace are all original, as are several of the iron radiator covers
and cast iron hot water radiators. The floor plan and circular circulation pattern of the house's
front rooms—the hall, living room, dining room, and kitchen—are typical of those found in many
"comfortable” homes of the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s, and are identical to those in the
neighboring house at 4702 Guilford Road. This "Progressive” layout is much simpler than that
found in late nineteenth and early twentieth century Victorian homes, and incorporates the
latest domestic technological developments (electric lighting, pluming, central heating, etc.).
It also illustrates the evolution of both the living room (the old formal parlor) and the dining
room as informal multipurpose living spaces (Clark, pp 162-167). First-floor plans laid out in
this pattern can be found in catalogs from Aladdin (Illustration 8), Bennett (Illustration 9), Sears
and Roebuck (Illustration 10), and other mail-order builders of this period. The rear sleeping
porch, which once extended across the entire back of the house and doubled as a sun room was
also typical of "Progressive” homes built during this era, and physically reflected the widely-
held belief that exposure to fresh air and light is healthy and "good for you" (Gowan, p. 28).
This open porch, however, was replaced in the c. 1950 remodeling by the current larger rear
addition that includes the present bath, hall, and bedroom/storage room. The current owner
believes that the addition was built to maximize the rental value of the dwelling, which was
then being used as a several-unit boarding house.

Like the house's downstairs plan, the design of its second floor has been partially changed.
The second floor's original bath and three bedrooms all retain their initial configurations. The
former sleeping porch area, however, was replaced in the ¢. 1950 remodeling with the present
larger back room, which may have been further subdivided during the property's vears as a

boarding house. The current owner is extensively remodeling this area and other spaces in the
house.

An onginal c. 1927 single-bay gable-roofed frame garage is located to the left rear of the
house (Illustrations 4 and 11). Its location, derived from the placement of the garage's
antecedent--the carriage house and stable, reflects a continuing 1920s habit and practice of
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placing what were once considered to be offensive and smelly structures at a distance from
houses (Gowan, p. 23). The garage's doors have been replaced, and a portion of its rear wall
has been extended to accommodate a larger vehicle than it was initially designed for.

8. Significance:

Period of significance: 1900-

Areas of significance: Architecture and community planning
Specific Dates: 1927-1941

Builder/architect: Unknown

Applicable criteria: A and C

Applicable Exception: Not applicable

Level of Significance: Local

Summary paragraph of significance/general statement of history:

The property is significant because of its "association with an event or historical trend"--the
development of College Park's Calvert Hills neighborhood as an early twentieth-century
middle-class railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburb of Washington, D.C. (Criterion A); and
because its "architecture” and "construction” illustrate early twentieth-century "comfortable”
building practices and technology (Criterion C). College Park evolved as a largely privately-
planned and developed residential commuter suburb of Washington, D.C. that straddled three
major transportation lines—the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the City and Suburban Railway's
electric streetcar line, and United States Route 1. The area's readily-accessible suburban
subdivisions offered federal employees and other members of Washington's expanding
population the opportunity to attain the middle-class ideal of a single-family home set on a
quiet tree-shaded lot away from the crowds, noise, and heat of the District. In many cases,
these middle-class norms were enforced through deed restrictions that specified minimum
values for houses and/or prohibited African-Americans from owing or renting the properties.
Houses built on College Park's suburban lots were normally built in the so-called "comfortable"
building styles of the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s (see Section 7 above). At a minimum, thev were
usually constructed in accordance with a standard set of architect's or builder's plans, and in
some cases they were built with plans and materials provided by Sears and Roebuck, Bennett,
Aladdin, Loizeaux, or other mail-order builders. These building patterns, however, are not
unique to the College Park and its Calvert Hills neighborhood. Indeed, College Park is only one
of a senes of similar early twentieth-century railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburbs in the
Washington, D.C. area, including Hyattsville and Riverdale in Prince George's County,
Maryland; Silver Spring and Chevy Chase in Montgomery County, Maryland; and the early
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twentieth century neighborhoods of Arlington County, Virginia. These areas, moreover, are
- representative of national suburbanization patterns during the first decades of the twentieth
century.

The house illustrates these associational and architectural contexts. It was built in 1927 by
College Park developer and builder Eimore Power on Block 5, Lot 4 of Elmore Power's
Addition to College Park--his developing middle-class Washington commuter subdivision
located on the City and Suburban Railway streetcar line (Illustrations 2 - 4). Because it was
originally virtually identical to the adjacent 1920 house at 4702 Guilford Road, which cost
$6.000 to build, the house was also presumably in this price range. This $6,000 value was
higher than the average price of a house in Washington, D.C.'s Maryland suburbs in the mid-
1920s, and insured that the property would be developed in accordance with middle class norms
(Lubar, p. 323; Prince George's County Deed Book 277, pp. 413-414). The house that Power
constructed on the property was built accordance with a standard set of plans produced by an
unknown architect or builder, and as described above embodied typical 1920s-era
"comfortable" building design and technology. According to the current owner , Power gave
the finished house to his daughter or daughter-in-law, but this transfer could not be confirmed
in a routine search of the Prince George's County deed books (a detailed and time-consuming
title search would, however, identify the transaction). By 1950 the house was owned by Susan
F. and Roscoe L. Woolard, who operated the property as a several-unit boarding house for
many years, and presumably made the previously-discussed changes to its interior and exterior.
In 1995 guardians for Roscoe L. Woolard sold the house to Richard J. and Ent S. Delabrer, who
made repairs to the property, and in turn sold it to Kevin Latner, the current owner, in 1997.
Despite the changes that have been made to the house in the last 70 years, including the ¢. 1950
gable-roofed rear addition and the alterations to the first and second-story floor plans, the
property retains its ability to contribute to and convey the Calvert Hills neighborhood's history

and significance as an early twentieth century railroad, streetcar, and automobile suburb of
Washington, D.C.
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10. Geographical Data:

Acreage of Nominated Property: 7,125 SF (0.164 acres)

Quadrangle Name: Washington East Quadrangle: District of Columbia-Maryland

Quadrangle Scale: 7.5 Minutes

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: Block 5, Lot 4, Elmore Powers Addition
to College Park, Maryland (historic

property boundary)
11. Form Prepared By:
Name/Title: Harold L. Reem
Organization: George Washington University Date: Aprl 10, 1998

Street & Number: 2721 South Buchanan Street Telephone: (703) 845-8659

City or Town: Arlington State: Virginia 22206
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Price, §1,188.00

[he Hudson  $1,098.20  &faiaut®s
e u L ’ . Net price, §1,000.20
AN you imagine a better utilization of space than is obtained in the plan
C of the Hudsan? The constant thought of Aladdin designers is toward
giving a maximum of convenience and comfort for the lowest possilile cist,
It is doultful if this result has been exceeded by any other Aladdin house., ‘The
exierior will please you, we are sure, as this home has a greater number of admirers,
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and mecond smtory are treated somewhat
dilferenily from the average. On the first
Noor the windows are capped by the wide
belt dividing first and second flonr. The
wintdows on the accond floor line up ta the
trim board under eavea

The wide belt dividing first and aecond
stories mdids much to the general appear-
ance of the Hudson,

Notice the hip roof dormer on the front
wal. It belps beeak up the Aat plain
toof.  Study the location of rooms smd
the placing of doors and windows. Hud-
sons have heen erected in many cities and
towns about the country and you may be
sure that each creates much lavers
comment by lriends and neighbors of the
owners. The arches dividing hall, living
room and dining room give an impression
of size amd apace that is most desirabile,
T'he reception ball permits direct sccess
to kitchen, living room, or second floor,
Ample light for hallway and stair-
case in provided by full size window
and  three-quarter length glass in
front door,

By referring to the plan you will
find there is a streich of space
twenty-cight feet thru living room
and dining room.  The large living
room, size 14216 feet will prove inter-
esting 1o you wilth the many possibil-
ities for attractive furniture arrangements

Entrance from hall to kitchen saves the housewile many steps.  Four ol
bedinoans, closets and bath are arranged on the secondl Mooar.  Four Colanial
colwmns support the porch roof and a beautiful glasa front door throws light inin
the ball, in addition 1o the side window, and the woodwork amil floors are of e
beantitul grained Westein fir which is subject 1o any treatinent you like. "o lovers
ol simplivity in lone anchitecuce the Hudson Always appeals strongly

We have many interesting letters from Tudson owners telling of their exprrienies,
vost of ervertion, aml length of time in binidling We will be plad 10 seml youi
vipies of these letters or will sendd you names amil aililiesses ol owners nearest yini

bn this way you can write il learn at fust baml of their complete satisfaction

See Specilicatinns on pages 12 andl 13

TZO“ Below Zero—Hudson Warm and Comlortable
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SIX ROOMS

AND BIG

f 7 he Rockford two-storv home is finished with a veneer of brick. Substantial strength

is expressed in its dignified exterior. The roof is of a hipped tvpe. anc anv
suggestion of plainness is eliminated by the use of a dormer in the front elevation. the iall
brick fireplace chimnev and the porch trellis for climbing plants. The solid brick rail gives
the porch added privacy, thus increasing its usefulness to the famiiv. The Rcckiord is
conveniently planned to allow the greatest use of space consistent with good architecture.
Details and features: Six rooms and one bath. Brick extericr: full-wicth front perch with
hipped roof and brick piers; hipped-gable dormer. Fireplace in living room flanked bv
windows; open stairs.

Years and catalog numbers: 1926 (P3251); /628 (C3251); 192¢ (P3251;
Price: $2,086 to

§2.278
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10. View and Plan of "The Rockford" (Source: Stey2msor 1=d Jand!  Housey Ay
Mail: 4 Guide to Fouses from Nears, Roehuck and * sneen . TR
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5. 4704 Guilford Road. College Park. Maryland (View of front and left side
elevations from Guilford Road) (Source: Photo by Author).

6. 4704 Guilford Road. College Park. Maryland (View of rear elevation from
alley) 'Source: Phote by Author:

4704 Guilford Road



