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1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

/(.-: 
Survey No (. t. · ~ ' -<jl" 

JI 
Magi No. 

DOE _yes _no 

Street & number 7207 Rhode Island Avenue _ not for publication 

City, town College Park _ vicinity of Congressional District 

State Maryland County Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district _public _X_ occupied _ agriculture museum 

_ building(s) _X_ private _ unoccupied commercial _park 

structure both _work in progress educational _X_ private residence 

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment 

_object _in process _X_ yes: restricted _government 

_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted industrial 

_X_ not applicable no _military 

_ 4.i Owner of Property (give names and mailing address of all owners) 
ne Bergman, Barbara B. & Eric A. 

Street & number 7207 Rhode Island Avenue Telephone no 

_religious 

scientific 

_transportation 

other: 

City, town College Park State & zip code Maryland 20740 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Offices Liber 11186 

Street & number folio 520 

City, town Upper Marlboro State Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 
Title 

Date _federal _ state _ county 

Depository for survey records 

City, town State 

local 



7. Description 
Condition 

., excellent deteriorated 
_good ruins 

fair unexposed 

Check One 
unaltered 

_X_ altered 

Check One 
_X_ original site 

moved 

ft-." 
Survey No. 'l.-J )-"' 

I 

date of move ---

The main body of 7207 Rhode Island Avenue is a symmetrical, three-bay, two story, brick 
detached residence with a gable roof. (The roof actually has two pitches: a steeply-pitched 
section at each end; and a less severely-pitched containing the three bays, which could almost 
be considered a three-bay dormer). There is an exterior chimney in each gable-end. The 
primary elevation faces west. The door is a twelve-light glazed over a wooden panel with four 
side lights to each side. There is a metal storm door with two large glazed pains and a metal 
panel at the bottom. The door is framed by an brick entry porch. The porch has a gable roof 
supported by two brick piers. Above the piers is a segmental arch. In the gable-end of the 
porch, which is brick, has a pointed or Tudor arch formed by decorative wood flashing along 
the roof-line. Each side wall of the entry porch is pierced by a segmented arch. Four concrete 
steps lead to the porch landing. To each side of the stairs a wall is built slightly higher than the 
level of the landing. These brick walls are capped by a cement slab. First floor windows are 
paired six-over-one double-hung with nonutilitarian wooden shutters to each side. The roof of 
both the house and entry porch is asphalt shingle. The foundation is brick and the residence 
has a basement. 

Notable is the brick course-work. The pattern is one course Flemish, six common. In addition, 
the is a decorative watertable band and a belt course about the first floor windows. 

Second floor windows are one-over-one double-hung. The windows in each of the outside bays 
are slightly taller than those in the inside bay. The inside bay windows are paired. All have 
shutters. 

There is a sunroom on the north elevation. The sunroom has a flat roof and is constructed of 
brick. It has a set of paired six-over-one windows on its east and west elevations and triple 
windows on the north elevation. There are two windows on the second floor of each gable end, 
one to each side of the chimney. These are one-over-one double hung. 

There is an entry hall/pantry, which is a later addition (post 1963, according to the owner), on 
the south elevation. This was added to provide more space for the kitchen (see attached plan). 
This entry hall contains the rear door and provides access to the garage, which is attached to 
the east elevation. The garage opens to the north, along the rear of the property. A driveway 
provides access to the garage from the north. 

The structure is set to the southeast of its lot, leaving room for an ample "L" shaped lot along 
the west and north elevations. This is a corner lot. Landscaping is minimal: there is one 
mature tree and some small ground planting and shrubs. The lot is enclosed by a split rail 
fence. 



8. Significance 
Period Areas of Significance - Check and justify below 

_ prehistoric _ archeology- _ community _ landscape 
prehistoric planning architecture 

1400-1499 _ archeology - conservation law 
historic 

1500-1599 _agriculture 

1600-1699 architecture 

1700-1799 art 

1800-1899 commerce 

_X_ 1900- communications 

Specific dates: Built 1930 
Check: 

Applicable Criteria: 
Applicable Exception: 
Level of Significance: 

A 
A 

economics 

education 

_ engineering 

_ exploration/ 
settlement 

_industry 

invention 

Builder/Architect: 

B C 
B C 

National 

D 
D 

literature 

_military 

music 

_philosophy 

_politics/ 
government 

E 
State 

'6 . 

Survey No.' C-3 ]-Y' 
If 

_religion 

science 

_sculpture 

social/humanitarian 

theater 

_ transportation 

_other (specify) 

F G 
_X_ Local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

The Calvert Hills neighborhood is an excellent example of suburban residential development during the 
.rst half of the twentieth century (as well as earlier rail road-dependent residential development). The 

neighborhood's fabric remains intact. Most houses retain their original design. Nearly all of those that 
have been altered retain the spirit of their original design. These alterations, most of which are simple 
additions, chronicle the changing needs and taste of the suburban home-owner of the region during 
the decades that follow the original construction of the neighborhood. 

The Calvert Hills neighborhood is an important document of patterns of suburban development from 
initial construction through fifty, sixty, seventy, and in some cases more than one hundred years of 
maturation. Nearly all the changes and additions to the neighborhood should be seen not as intrusions 
but as evidence of growth in line with suburban needs. 

The residence at 7207 Rhode Island Avenue is an excellent example of the middle stages of 
development in the neighborhood. This residence is exemplorary of the slightly more pretentious 
housing stock built during the inter-war period in Calvert Hills. Great care and craftsmanship is on 
exhibit through the elaborate brick-work found in this and some of the other finer houses in the 
neighborhood. 



f'G. 
9. Major Bibliographic References 
Property transfer records computer, Prince George's County offices 

Survey No. I.I. -~ "J-1/t 
A 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 
Quadrangle Scale _______ _ Quadrangle Scale _______ _ 

UTM References: (do not complete UTM references) 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
State Code County Code 

State Code County 

11. Form Prepared By 
NamefTitle Scott D. Whipple 
Organization 
Street & Number 
CityfTown 

Date 
Telephone 
State 

The Maryland Historical Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 

individual property rights 

Return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 

21 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 

21401 
(301) 269-2438 

Code 
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