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.ate Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 
Street & number 7204 Bowdoin Avenue _ not for publication 

City, town College Park _ vicinity of Congressional District 

State Maryland County Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district _public _X_ occupied _ agriculture 

_ building(s) _X_ private _ unoccupied commercial 

structure both _ work in progress educational 

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment 

_object _in process _X_ yes: restricted _government 

_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted industrial 

_X_ not applicable no _military 

A. Owner of Property (give names and mailing address of all owners) 
3me Tyler, Alan G. 

Street & number 7204 Bowdoin Telephone no 

museum 

_park 

_ private residence 

_religious 

scientific 

_ transportation 

_X_ other: boarding 

City, town College Park State & zip code Maryland 207 40 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Office Liber 7314 

Street & number folio 929 

City, town Upper Marlboro State Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 
Title 

Date _federal _ state _ county _ local 

Depository for survey records 

City, town State 



7. Description 
Condition 

excellent deteriorated 
_good ruins 

X fair _ unexposed 

Check One 
unaltered 

_X_ altered 

Check One 
_X_ original site 

moved 

re: 
Survey No1 ' t-3 7- f 

date of move ---

The main mass of 7204 Calvert Avenue is a symmetrical, five-bay, two story, shingle detached 
residence with two cross-gables. (There is a third story, or attic, under the two cross-gables.) 
There is an interior chimney in the main gable on the west roof-slope. The primary elevation 
faces east. The structure has been greatly enlarged and has undergone major alterations. The 
original structure included only the three southern-most bays under the southern cross gable. 
In addition to the two northern bays and twin cross-gable that has been added, there is a major 
addition to the east elevation (which this description does not detail in great depth). The 
principle door, on the east elevation, is a plain, wooden door and is not original. Surrounding 
the door is a glazed, three-light transom and three-light sides on either side. There are two 
lanterns to either side of the door, which are also recent additions. All windows on the 
principle elevation are double-hung sash and have nonfunctional shutters. First-floor windows 
have twelve-over-twelve imitation muntins. Under each cross-gable is a set of paired windows, 
which are slightly smaller than those of the first- and second-floors. 

There is an open porch with a sloping shed roof on the north elevation. The roof is supported 
by four wooden posts. With the exception of the principle elevation, all other elevations are 
claded in aluminum siding. 

-r.,e house is surrounded by a wide ribbon of concrete, which forms an approximately eight foot 
_. ide patio on three sides (south, east, and north). e first floor windows. 

There is a large, four story ell off the north elevation. This addition is connected to another 
large addition, which incorporates two, two car garages. The garages are oriented to the north. 

The structure is set to the southwest of its large, corner lot. There are mature pine trees 
screening the lot from the street. There is a well maintained lawn and ground-plantings. 



8. Significance 
Period Areas of Significance - Check and justify below 

_ prehistoric _ archeology- _X_ community _ landscape 
prehistoric planning architecture 

1400-1499 _ archeology - conservation law 
historic 

1500-1599 _agriculture 

1600-1699 _X_ architecture 

1700-1799 art 

1800-1899 commerce 

_X_ 1900- communications 

Specific dates: Built 1896 
Check: 

Applicable Criteria: 
Applicable Exception: 
Level of Significance: 

A 
A 

economics 

education 

_ engineering 

_ exploration/ 
settlement 

_industry 

invention 

Builder/Architect: 

B C 
B C 

National 

D 
D 

literature 

_military 

music 

_ philosophy 

_politics/ 
government 

E 
State 

f 6'- : 

Survey No. ~t -J '-? 
JI 

_religion 

science 

_sculpture 

social/humanitarian 

theater 

_transportation 

_other (specify) 

F G 
X Local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

_This house, along with its two extant neighbors to the north, are among the first houses built in what 
1as to become the Calvert Hills neighborhood. Its construction precedes the formal platting and 

subdevelopment of the neighborhood. Nonetheless, this house and its neighbors provide important 
insight into the settlement of College Park, which preceded suburban settlement patterns. By taking 
advantage of their close proximity to the railroad (the College Park rail road station was near), this 
house and its neighbors helped set the stage for the suburban development that was to follow several 
decades after these houses where built. 

The house is also relatively close to the College Park airport. Unconfirmed neighborhood lore 
indicates the the Wright brothers lived 7204 Bowdoin Avenue during the period when they were 
working at the College Park Airport. Should this be confirmed, this greatly increases the associative 
significance of the residence. 

Despite major alterations, this house gives some indication of the type of houses that where built in the 
area during the period preceding planned suburban development. This house's location indicates that 
its original owner took advantage of the nearby rail station. This, coulpled with the size and 
pretentiousness of the house, indicate an owner of some means. 



P6: 
9. Major Bibliographic References 
Property transfer records computer, Prince George's County offices 

Survey No. ~ t - .s )-1 ,, 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 
Quadrangle Scale _______ _ Quadrangle Scale _______ _ 

UTM References: (do not complete UTM references) 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
State Code County Code 

State Code County Code 

11. Form Prepared By 
NamefTitle Scott D. Whipple 
~rganization 

vtreet & Number 
CityfTown 

Date 
Telephone 
State 

The Maryland Historical Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 

Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 

individual property rights 

Return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 

21 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 

21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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