MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes X

NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM no

. Property Name: Berwyn Historic District Inventory Number: —‘PG : (‘,Q = 43

Address: City: Zip Code:

County: Prince George's USGS Topographic Map: ~ Washington East quad

Owner: Multiple owners

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: PG 33 Tax Account ID Number:

Project: Agency:

Site visit by MHT Staff: ~ no X yes Name: Thomas Reinhart Date: March 12, 2001
Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: A B XC D Considerations: A B C D E F G Nonme
Is the property located within a historic district?  no yes Name of district:

Is district listed? no _ yes Determined eligible?  no yes District Inventory Number:

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:

. Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Berwyn Historic District is composed of 122 major resources almost exclusively between Greenbelt Road in the north and
Berwyn Road in the south; Baltimore Avenue (US 1) in the west and Rhode Island Avenue in the east. The majority of the
resources are residential, with two churches and roughly a few commercial structures. Of the 122 resources, 113 contribute to
the potential district; 9 do not contribute. Although a period of significance has yet to be identified, the district’s resources date
primarily from the late-nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century. There are only a handful of resources from the latter
half of the twentieth century. Most of the contributing resources retain an very high level of integrity, despite the some use of
vinyl and aluminum siding.

Eligibility not recommended
riteria: NA B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G  None

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date
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The Berwyn Historic District

The Berwyn Historic District is composed of 122 major resources almost exclusively
between Greenbelt Road in the north and Berwyn Road in the south; Baltimore Avenue
(US 1) in the west and Rhode Island Avenue in the east. The majority of the resources
are residential, with two churches and roughly a few commercial structures. Of the 122
resources, 113 contribute to the potential district; 9 do not contribute. Although a period
of significance has yet to be identified, the district’s resources date primarily from the
late-nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century. There are only a handful of
resources from the latter half of the twentieth century. Most of the contributing resources

retain an very high level of integrity, despite the some use of vinyl and aluminum siding.
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Berwyn Historic District

Contributing Resources

8701 48™ Avenue
8705 48™ Avenue
8707 48™ Avenue
8709 48™ Avenue
8800 (?) 48™ Avenue
8801 48™ Avenue
8802 48™ Avenue
8803 48™ Avenue
8804 48™ Avenue
8805 48" Avenue
8806 48™ Avenue

8703 48" Place
8705 48" Place
8707 48" Place
8708 48" Place
8709 48" Place
8711 48™ Place

8700 49™ Avenue
8702 49™ Avenue
8703 49™ Avenue
8704 49" Avenue
8705 49™ Avenue
8706 49™ Avenue
8707 49™ Avenue
8709 49™ Avenue
8710 49™ Avenue
8711 49™ Avenue
8800 49™ Avenue
8801 49™ Avenue
8805 49™ Avenue
8806 49™ Avenue
8807 49™ Avenue
8810 49™ Avenue

8601 49™ Place
8602 49™ Place
8603 49" Place




PG- 643
Berwyn Historic District
Washington East quad

8604 49" Place

8811 Baltimore Avenue (US 1)

4800 Berwyn Road
4802 Berwyn Road
4804 Berwyn Road
4806 Berwyn Road
4808 Berwyn Road
4810 Berwyn Road
4812 Berwyn Road
4816 Berwyn Road
4900 Berwyn Road
4902 Berwyn Road
4904 Berwyn Road
4906 Berwyn Road
4908 Berwyn Road
4910 Berwyn Road
4912 Berwyn Road
5000 Berwyn Road
5002/5004 Berwyn Road
5006 Berwyn Road
5008/5010 Berwyn Road

4703 Greenbelt Road
4705 Greenbelt Road
4709 Greenbelt Road
4711 Greenbelt Road
4713 Greenbelt Road
4715 Greenbelt Road
4805 Greenbelt Road
4807 Greenbelt Road
4809 Greenbelt Road

8601 Rhode Island Avenue
8603/8605 Rhode Island Avenue
8607 Rhode Island Avenue
8611 Rhode Island Avenue
8615 Rhode Island Avenue
8619 Rhode Island Avenue
8700 Rhode Island Avenue
8701 Rhode Island Avenue
8702 Rhode Island Avenue
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8704 Rhode Island Avenue
8705 Rhode Island Avenue
8707 Rhode Island Avenue
8708 Rhode Island Avenue
8711 Rhode Island Avenue
8712 Rhode Island Avenue
8713 Rhode Island Avenue
8800 Rhode Island Avenue
8803 Rhode Island Avenue
8804 Rhode Island Avenue
8806 Rhode Island Avenue

5002 Roanoke

4718 Ruritan Street
4720 Ruritan Street
4801 Ruritan Street
4803 Ruritan Street
4807 Ruritan Street
4813 Ruritan Street
4815 Ruritan Street
4819 Ruritan Street
4821 Ruritan Street
4900 Ruritan Street
4901 Ruritan Street
4902 Ruritan Street
4903 Ruritan Street
4911 Ruritan Street

4704 Techumseh Place
4706 Techumseh Place
4708 Techumseh Place
4710 Techumseh Place
4711 Techumseh Place
4715 Techumseh Place
4717 Techumseh Place
4800 Techumseh Place
4802 Techumseh Place
4804 Techumseh Place
4806 Techumseh Place
4808 Techumseh Place
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Non-contributing Resources

8708 49™ Avenue

8709 Rhode Island Avenue
8714 Rhode Island Avenue

4811 Ruritan Street
4800 Ruritan Street

4907 Techumseh Place
4913 Techumseh Place
4915 Techumseh Place
4917 Techumseh Place




v, 1 9 il n J’ z__. ' " _' P16~
[ e ESTBE |
P.67 I » il 9 4 T N
-'5.- 58 " X =l L f. L \!le P
“-TB_} s *ROE} , v X T:,-.-;-— -

=X fag X X T e
) AL

o -
ABPEL&% ADD. TO
BERWYN K [ 13595

PARTNERSHIP

5408 /054
3.31A. P.14

31 - e 1 e .
L ICENTRAL HTS.
4 i,: z -]
'.

LL g/
* i »-,¢
flﬂ?@nr@h hty A:

W




.

- P —  —

alnlefr i“*i-nju T

b ] ,,
ETNE 1wnrciym
21-2 -slmir; Iﬁlﬁ 3 tz -y

h'L“'; [SRFETTT = _]'T’WW“P

€Eh-97 2



PG 66-H3
Berwyn Historic District
Washington East quadrangle




Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Inventory No. PG: 66-43

1. Name of Property

(indicate preferred name)

historic

other Berwyn Historic District

2. Location

street and number Multiple Addresses

not for publication

city, town Berwyn

vicinity

county Prince George's County

3. Owner of Property

(give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Multiple Owners
street and number telephone
city, town state Zip code
4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George’s County Courthouse liber folio
city, town Upper Marlboro tax map 33 tax parcel tax ID number
5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
X Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
Other:
6. Classification
Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
X district public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
building(s) X _private X __commerce/trade recreation/culture 113 9 buildings
structure both defense religion sites
site X __domestic social structures
object education transportation objects
funerary work in progress 113 9 Total
government unknown
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources

industry other:

previously listed in the Inventory
1




7. Description Inventory No. PG: 66-43

Condition
___excellent __ deteriorated
___good ___ruins
X_ fair __ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The Berwyn Historic District is representative of late 19" and early 20" century suburbanization of Prince George’s County. An
outgrowth of both the arrival of the streetcar and later of broader ownership of automobiles, Berwyn retains its integrity of location
and the architectural development of Prince George's County’s suburban communities of the period. Early examples tend to be larger
in massing and greater in expression, set on somewhat larger lots and somewhat greater spacing; later examples tend to be somewhat
smaller in scale, set on smaller lots and more closely spaced. Bungalos and other pattern book houses are well represented.

Berwyn was developed as a suburb of Washington, DC beginning at the turn of the 20" century, at which time land lots were being
purchased and built upon. Early examples were built on larger lots and are more substantial than those that followed, combining
vernacular Queen Anne and late Victorian design elements. Examples are generally frame dwellings (although some are of rock-
faced, concrete block or other masonry construction) of two or two-and-a-half stories, centered on their lots with uniform set back and
orientation to the street. Many of the early houses have an L-shaped plan, and are essentially two I-houses connected perpendicularly
at their ends. Often the street-facing gable-end of the dwellings are dressed with a one-story porch that wraps from the gable-end
around the side elevation to the perpendicular mass. 4800 Tecumseh is a rock-faced, concrete block, two-and-a-half story version of
this plan. Diamond-shaped windows are set in the gables. The footprint of the dwelling at 4900 Ruatan is the same, although the
structure is clad in clapboard and set on a raised basement. Two-and-a-half story four squares are well-represented, as with the
examples at 4803 and 4807 Ruatan Street.

Elsewhere in the district bungalows, with a variety of relatively understated architectural expressions, and simple one-and-a-half
story gable front dwelling predominate. The example at 8802 48™ Avenue is representative of these smaller, later dwellings. This
one-and-a-half story gable front has a small, raised porch protecting the entry of this unpretentious, unadorned three-bay dwelling. A
large shed dormer has been added, expanding the living space of the half-story. Along streets shaded with mature trees, the setback
throughout the district is uniform on well-landscaped lots.




8. Significance Inventory No. PG: 66-43

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__ 1600-1699 agriculture ___ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
X 1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering __ invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000- __ commerce recreation __law __ science
__ communications ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates Architect/Builder  Variouis
Construction dates  Various
Evaluation for:
X National Register X Maryland Register not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

The Berwyn Historic District. located approximately two miles north of College Park, MD and situated east of U.S. Route 1, is
significant as an example of the early suburbanization of Prince George's County. Originally agrarian in use, the land that became
Berwyn near the turn of the 20" century was originally part of a land grant given to Col. Isaac Walker in 1745.1

The Berwyn Historic District is situated east of U.S. Route 1 in Prince George's County, approximately two miles north of College
Park, MD. The district includes a collection of 122 resources (of which 113 contribute to the historic district), which when taken as a
whole retain significance for representing the initial era of suburbanization in Prince George’'s County that occurred during the period
when land use was switching from agricultural use to focus to a residential development focused on Washington, DC-oriented
commuters.

The region’s Colonial history has a strong agrarian, plantation culture. In 1745, Col. Isaac Walker received the earliest documented
land grant in the area. Col. Walker erected Toaping Castle, his plantion manor, just north of the present-day Greenbelt Road, the
northern boarder of the district. Route 1, just to the west of the district, has long been a transportation corridor. A stage coach ran
along the corridor, connecting Washington and Baltimore. Access to transportation, exceptionally rich soil, and abundant water
supplied by many tributaries and minor streams combined to make the area attractive for cultivation and by the the beginning of the
Revolution agriculture was well-established. Development along the corridor was spurred in 1827 when the Maryland General
Assembly granted the Baltimore and Ohio railroad a right-of-way through the area.

John and Jane Bewley purchased three-hundred acres of land, property that came to be known as Higgins Farm, and which would
become Berwyn. By the 1880s the famlly had constructed a saw mill on the Pain Branch and began to harvest the area’s vast tracts of
timber. At the conclusion of the 19" century, a transplanted Pennsylvanian named Francis Shannabrook purchased Higgins Farm.
According to History and Development of the City of College Park, Berwyn Heights, Greenbelt and Adjacent Areas, “Shannabrook
subdivided his land, erected a store building near the railroad, and built about 15 homes, all on the west side of the railroad. He named
the subdivision ‘Central Heights™.

During the last quarter of the 19" century substantial real estate development occurred in the formerly agrarian region northeast of
Washington, DC. As real estate speculation took over, agricultural land-use waned and subdivisions and suburban communities
emerged, changing the landscape of swaths of Prince George's County near the boarder of Washmgton and along transportation
routes. Shannabrook’s Central Heights was part of this changing landscape. By the last years of the 19" century, a well-defined
suburban corridor stretched from Washington, DC to Branchville in Prince George's County, just north of what was to become Berwyn.
In 1897, Central Heights was renamed Berwyn and a streetcar station was constructed. By 1900 the Washington and Suburban
Railroad operated an electric carline to Berwyn, which furthered suburban development in this corridor of Prince George’s County. The
station was located near Berwyn Road and Rhode Island Avenue, at what would become the heart of the community. With the arrival
of the rail line, Berwyn grew aggressively during the first decades of the 20" century as lots were purchased and dwellings erected.

Although many of the resources within the district have been altered with modern cladding and some have been enlarged, the Berwyn
Historic District retains its integrity and context and continues to express its origins as a late 19" and early 20" century Prince George's
County commuter suburb.

! Section 8§ is adapted from research prepared by Todd Goff.




9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. PG: 66-43

History and Development of the City of College Park, Berwyn Heights, Greenbelt and Adjacent Areas, Raymond T. Burch, undated
monograph.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property
Acreage of historical setting
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundaries of the historic district are indicated by the black line on the accompanying map. The north border of the district is
formed by the south side of Greenbelt Avenue. The eastern boundary follows 50" Place on the old rail right-of-way. The southern
boundary is formed by Berwyn Road. The western boundry is formed by 48" Avenue, the rear of lots on the west side of 48"
Place, and Maryland Rt 1 at Greenbelt Avenue.

11. Form Prepared by

name/title Scott D. Whipple, Administrator, Local Preservation Programs

organization Maryland Historical Trust date 6/30/2004
street & number 100 Community Place telephone  410-514-7600
city or town Crownsville state MD 21032

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600




Contributing & Noncontributing Resources

District Name: Berwyn Historic District Inventory Number: PG:66-43
Property Tax Tax Contributing Inventory Number
Address Map Parcel Resource? of Property

8701 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8705 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8707 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8709 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8800 (?7) 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8801 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8802 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8803 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8804 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8805 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8806 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8703 48th Place 33 Contributing

8705 48th Place 33 Contributing

8707 48th Place 33 Contributing

8708 48th Place 33 Contributing

8709 48th Place 33 Contributing |

8711 48th Place 33 Contributing

8700 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8702 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8703 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8704 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8705 48th Avenue 33 Contributing

8706 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8707 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8708 49th Avenue 33 Noncontributing

8709 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8710 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8711 49th Avenue 33 Contributing
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Contributing & Noncontributing Resources

District Name: Berwyn Historic District Inventory Number: PG:66-43
Property Tax Tax Contributing Inventory Number
Address Map Parcel Resource? of Property

8800 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8801 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8805 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8806 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8807 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8810 49th Avenue 33 Contributing

8601 49th Place 33 Contributing

8602 49th Place 33 Contributing

8603 49th Place 33 Contributing

8604 49th Place 33 Contributing

8811 Baltimore Avenue 33 Contributing PG 66-49

4800 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4802 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4804 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4806 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4808 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4810 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4812 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4816 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4900 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4902 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4904 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4906 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4908 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4910 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4912 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

5000 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

5002/5004 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing
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Contributing & Noncontributing Resources

District Name: Berwyn Historic District Inventory Number: PG:66-43
Property Tax Tax Contributing Inventory Number
Address Map Parcel Resource? of Property

5006 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

5008/5010 Berwyn Road 33 Contributing

4703 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4705 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4709 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4711 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4713 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4715 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4805 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4807 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

4809 Greenbelt Road 33 Contributing

8601 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8603/8605 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8607 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8611 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8615 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8619 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8700 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8701 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8702 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8704 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8705 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8707 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8708 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8709 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Noncontributing

8711 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8712 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8713 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing
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Contributing & Noncontributing Resources

District Name: Berwyn Historic District Inventory Number: PG:66-43
Property Tax Tax Contributing Inventory Number
Address Map Parcel Resource? of Property

8714 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Noncontributing

8800 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8803 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8804 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

8806 Rhode Island Avenue 33 Contributing

5002 Roanoke 33 Contributing

4718 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4720 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4800 Ruatan Street 33 Noncontributing

4801 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4803 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4807 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4811 Ruatan Street 33 Noncontributing

4813 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4815 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4819 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4821 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4900 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4901 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4902 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4903 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4911 Ruatan Street 33 Contributing

4704 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing

4706 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing

4708 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing

4710 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing

4711 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing

4715 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
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Contributing & Noncontributing Resources

. District Name: Berwyn Historic District Inventory Number: PG:66-43
Property Tax Tax Contributing Inventory Number
Address Map Parcel Resource? of Property

4717 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
4800 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
4802 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
4804 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
4806 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
4808 Tecumseh Street 33 Contributing
4907 Tecumseh Street 33 Noncontributing
4913 Tecumseh Street 33 Noncontributing
4915 Tecumseh Street 33 Noncontributing
4917 Tecumseh Street 33 Noncontributing
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Berwyn Historic District
Prince George’s County
Washington East quadrangle
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