
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SLtJIMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P .G.#68-13-10 Building Date: ca. 1930 

Building Name: Sanitary Grocery Company 

Location: 3401 Perry Street, Mt. Rainier 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Good/Accessible 

Description 

3401 Perry Street is a one-story buff brick commercial building with 
an essentially rectangular plan and three primary facades. The north 
facade fronts on Perry Street and contains a projecting show window with 
vertical panes of plate glass resting on a rectangular brick base. Above 
the show window is a fixed, multi-paned transom. The entrance facade is 
mitered to face northwest, towards the intersection of Perry Street, 34th 
Street and Rhode Island Avenue. The west facade fronts 34th Street and 
its northern half contains a show window, identical to, but slightly 
larger than the one on Perry Street. The show windows and the entrance 
are sheltered by a single suspended metal canopy. A low relief, molded 
string course of concrete or stone unites the three facade. The building 
is surmounted by a shaped parapet decorated with small, inset, 
diamond-shaped panels of concrete or stone. With the exception of the 
entry door and sidelights, which are modern, the remainder of the building 
appears to have maintained its original configuration. 

Significance 

3401 Perry Street (west 30 feet of Lot 1, Block 6, Rhode Isl and 
Avenue Addition to Mt. Rainier) is an excellent and virtually intact 
example of 1930 1 s storefront architecture that makes a significant 
contribution to the early 20th century commercial context of downtown Mt. 
Rainier. This site is known to have been improved as early as 1907, when 
its then owner, Charles Piggott was assessed for an improvement valued at 
$1,700. The present building was erected by the Sanitary Grocery Company 
around 1930 as one of its several locations in Mt. Rainier. The 
storefront currently houses The Word Christian Center, one of five 
churches in the survey area. 
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1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic Sanitary Grocery Company 

and/or common T h e W o rd C h r i s t i a n C en t e r 

2. Location 

strHt & number 3 4 0 1 Pe r r y S t re e t _ not for publ!eatlon 

city, town Mt. Rainier _ vicinity of congressional dl1trict 5 
~~~--=-~~~~~~--=-~~~~~~~ 

stllte M a r y 1 a n d 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
l.. bulldlng(a) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownerallip 
_public 
.L. private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_L_not applicable 

county 

St.tu a 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: uni'estricted 
_x__ no 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
.....L religious 
_ scientific 
_tranaportatton 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name W i 1 1 i am E • a n d An n e M . F o rd 

strHt & number 6406 Naval Avenue telephone no.: 

city, town Lanham state and zip code Maryland 20706 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. p r ; n c e Geo r g e ' s Co u n t y Co u rt h o us e liber 56 J 1 

strHt & number Main Street folio 804 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title H i s t o r i c S i t e s a n d D i s t r i c t s P 1 a n 

dlite 1981 _federal _state L county _local 

depository tor survey records H i s to r i c P re s e r v a t i o n C om mi s s i on , M - N C P P C , CAB , Rm . 4 0 1 

ctty, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 20772 



~ 
I 

I 
! 

7. Description 

Checllone 
detertot•IMI - unattered 

_ rulna ~ atter9CI 
_unexpoMd 

Check one 
_LorlglMlatte 
_ moved dmte of move 

Survey No.P.G.#68-13-lD 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general deacription of the reaource and its 
various elements aa it exists today. 

3401 Perry Street is a one-story buff brick commercial building with 
an essentially rectangular plan (see Slides #106-109). The building has 
three primary facades. The north facade fronts on Perry Street and 
contains a projecting show window with vertical panes of plate glass 
resting_on a rectangular brick base. Above the show window is a fixed, 
multi-paned transom. The entrance facade is mitered to face northwest, 
towards the intersection of Perry Street, 34th Street and Rhode Island 
Avenue. The entry contains a single glass door flanked by vertical plate­
glass sidelights below a multi-paned transom •. The west facade fronts 34th 
Street and its northern half contains a show window, identical to, but 
slightly larger than the one on Perry Street. The projecting show windows 
and the entrance are sheltered by a single suspended metal canopy. The 
south half of the west facade contains two widely-spaced, covered openings. 
A low relief, molded string course of concrete or stone unites the three 
facade. The building is surmounted by a shaped parapet decorated with 
small, inset, diamond-shaped panels of concrete or stone. With the ex~ep­
tion of the entry door and sidelights, which are modern, the remainder of 
the building appears to have maintained its original configuration. 

._ .. ---- -----· ·- --- --------



8. Significance Survey No • P . G . # 6 8 - 1 3 -10 

. Period 
_ pnthlatorlc. 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
- 1806-1899 
_!_1~ 

Sp41cltlc clat-

Areas of ~k and Justify below 
--~lstorlc _community pa.nnlng -1•nd8cmpe •rchltecture- religion 
_ mcheology-hlstorlc _conservation _ i.w _science 
_ mgrtculture _ ecotromlca _ liter.ture _sculpture 
_L mrchltecture _ educmlon _ military _ soca.11 
_•rt _engineering _ mu•lc hum11nltarlan 
_X_ commerce _ exptontlon/Mttlement _ phllo8ophy _theater 
__ communac.ttons _Industry _ poHtlc81govemment _ traMportatlon 

_Invention _other (tapeelfy) 

19 30 Bullder/Archltect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national _state _local 

Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

CONTRIBUTING 

" 3401 Perry Street (west 30 feet .. -of Lot 1, Block 6, Rhode Isl and 
Avenue Addition to Mt. Rainier) is an-excellent and virtually intact 
example or 1930 1 s storefront architecture that makes a significant 
contribution to the early 20th century commercial context of downtown Mt. 
Rainier. This site is known to have been improved as early as 1907, when 
its then owner, Charles fYiggott was assessed for an improvement valued at 
$1,700.1 The present building was erected by the Sanitary Grocery Company 
around 1930 as one of its several locations in Mt. Rainier.2 The 
storefront currently houses The Word Christian Center, one of five 
churches in the survey area. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Assessment Records, E.D. 16, 1907, p. 105. 

2 Program for the Comrletion of Rhode Island Avenue, Mt. Rainier, 
Maryland, October 15, 932, p. 2. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P. G. #68-13-
10 

See Notes, #8 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acre999 of nominated property -------­
Quadrangle name Washi ngtan East Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL..J I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northin9 

cLLJ _I ~I.....__.._.___,! _I......._._._ __ __ oLIJ I I 
E LL.J I I I '----- FL..LJ I I 
G LLJ l I I ! _ _.__........._ __ H LU I I 
Verb•I bound•ry description •ncl justfflc•tlon 

List •II states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

stat• code county code 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

namettltl• Howard S Berger, Con5pltant 

organization Historic Preseryatjon Commjs5jgn date March 1988 

street • number 14 7 4 1 Go v • 0 de n B ow i e D r i v e telephone 9 5 2 - 4 6 a 9 

city or town Up p e r Ma r l b o r o state Maryland 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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5611 :804 
l December 1982 
Deed 

811:495 
7 November 1945 
Deed 

430:344 
2 December 1935 
Deed 

331:307 
5 February 1929 
Deed 

331:285 
4 February 1929 
Deed 

325:29 
7 November 1928 
Deed 

325:28 
7 November 1928 
Deed 

190:423 
22 March 1922 
Deed 

79:218 
22 March 1912 
Deed 

48:515 
14 April 1909 
Deed 

Chain of Title 
3401 Perry Street 

PG #68-13-10 
Herbert W. and Catherine M. Reichelt to William E. and 
Anne M. Ford. Grantors convey part of Lot l in Block 6 
(west 30 feet of Lot l), Rhode Island Avenue Addition 
to Mt. Rainier. Plat recorded JWB5:694 or A:6. Same 
obtained from Harry L. and Anna E. Carpel, 7 November 
1945, 811 : 495. 

Harry L. and Anna E. Carpel to Herbert W. and Catherine 
M. Reichelt. Grantors convey part of Lot l in Block 6. 
Same obtained from Sanitary Grocery Company, Inc., 2 
December 1935, 430:344. 

Sanitary Grocery Company, Inc. to Harry L. Carpel. 
Grantor conveys part of Lot l in Block 6. Same 
obtained from Frederick G. and Martha E. Kayhoe, 5 
February 1929, 331:307. 

Frederick G. and Martha E. Kayhoe to Sanitary Grocery 
Company, Inc. Grantors convey part of Lot l in Block 6. 
Same obtained from Joseph and Lillian Berkowitz, 4 
February 1929, 331:285. 

Joseph and Lillian Berkowitz to Frederick G. Kayhoe. 
Grantors convey part of Lot l in Block 6. Same 
obtained from Joseph J. Baylin, 7 November 1928, 
325:29. 

Joseph J. Baylin to Joseph and Lillian Berkowitz. 
Grantor conveys part of Lot l in Block 6. Same 
obtained from Joseph and Lillian Berkowitz, 7 November 
1928, 325:28. 

Joseph and Lillian Berkowitz to Joseph J. Baylin. 
Grantors convey part of Lot l in Block 6. Same 
obtained from Annie and Abraham Berkowitz, 22 March 
1922 I 190: 423 • 

Annie and Abraham Berkowitz to Joseph Berkowitz. 
Grantors convey Lot l in Block 6. Same obtained from 
Joseph Berkowitz, 22 March 1912, 79:218. 

Joseph Berkowitz to Annie Berkowitz. Grantor conveys 
Lot 1 in Block 6. Same obtained from Charles H. and 
Julia R. Piggott, 14 April 1909, 48:515. 

Charles H. and Julia R. Piggott to Joseph Berkowitz. 
Grantors convey Lot l in Block 6. Same obtained from 
W. D. Bigelow, et al 13 August 1905, 24:563. 



24:563 
13 August 1905 
Deed 

- 2 -

W. D. Bigelow, E. S. Spalding and J. Harris Rogers to 
Charles H. Piggott. Grantors convey Lot l in Block 6. 
To clear title this deed is made. 
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Mount Rainier Historic Survey Area 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
September 1986 
Not to Scale 

A - contributing 1-26 - inventory number 
E - noncontributing 3801 - address 
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