
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P. G. #68- 13- 11 Building Date: c. 1910 

Building Name: W. F. Harper & Son, Inc./General Contractors 

Location: 3830 34th Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland 

Private/Commercial/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description 

3830 34th Street is a two-story frame dwelling with a rectangular 
plan and a gable roof, altered for commercial use. The main (east) facade 
is gable-ended and contains a storefront with a centered wood and glass 
single door entry flanking projecting plate glass windows. To the north 
of the storefront is a single wood door entry with transom leading to the 
upper story. The first story of the east facade is sheathed with vertical 
wood siding and the storefront entry is sheltered by a retractable cloth 
awning. There is a narrow wooden projecting, facade-wide cornice separat
ing the first and second story. The second story and remainder of the 
building is sheathed with asphalt shingles. There are two widely spaced, 
1/1 sash double-hung windows at the second story of the main facade. The 
gable end attic has a louvered ventilation opening. The east and west 
facades have widely spaced 1/1 sash double- hung windows at the first and 
second stories. The fenestration of the storefront, north entry door and 
sheathing are non-historic and incompatible with the otherwise early or 
original character of the dwelling which now houses an office on the first 
floor and appears to contain apartments above. The nature and condition 
of any early fabric beneath the present sheathing is not discernible. 

Significance 

The two-story frame building at 3830 34th Street (Block 7, Lot 20, 
Roger's Second Addition to Mt. Rainier) contributes to the character of 
the early 20th century streetscape in the survey area. The building was 
originally erected as a two-story frame dwelling and has been altered, at 
least in part, for commercial purposes. The first story storefront is now 
occupied by W.F. Harper and Sons, Inc., a general contracting firm. The 
original dwelling on Lot 20 was apparently erected by 1910, when assess
ment records first indicate an improvement valued at $900. In its early 
configuration, the improvement appears to be the two-story frame dwelling 
(with a one-story facade-wide front porch and faceted projecting bay on 
the south facade) that is evident in a 1921 fire insurance map. The 
present main (34th Street) facade is apparently a two-story addition to 
the front of the original dwelling and was erected by 1939. The present 
gable end facade and second story fenestration would seem to be a compati
ble extension of the original structure and are consistent with other 
facades in the survey area. The materials and configuration of the 
present storefront are non-historic and may be an alteration of the one 
built by 1939. 
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1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common W • F • H a r p e r & S on , I n c . I Ge n e r a l C on t r a c to rs 

2. Location 

street & number 3830 34th Street _ not for publlC.tlon 

city, town Mt. Rainier _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_L building(•) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
..L. private 
_both 
Publlc Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
.l...._not applicable 

Status 
-X- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
.Lno 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
...:;.,._ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
..x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientHic 
_ tranaportatton 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of .!!.!. owners> 

name Joan S. Harper 

street & number 1 2 2 O 6 N o rt h w o o d D r i v e telephone no.: (301) 627-5336 

city, town Upper Marlboro state and zip code Maryl and 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P r i n c e Ge o r g e 1 s Co u n t y Co u r t ho u s e liber 5318 

street & number Main Street folio 451 

city, town Upper Marl b o ro state Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tH~ Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date 1981 x _federal _state _county _ locall 

M-CPPC 
clepoaHory for survey records H j s t a r j c p re s e r y a t i o n Co mm i s s i o 11 , Rm . 4 0 1 0 , C . A . B . 

city, town Upper Marlboro atateMaryland 2'J772 
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7. ·Description 

Condition 
_ucetlent 
_Lgood _,.., 

CMcllone 
- deteriOl•bid - u"8tt8Nd 
_ rulna ..L. altered 
_uMxpo9ed 

CMcllone 
..L. orlglnal ... 
_ mowd date of move 

Survey No. P.G.#68-1311 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the reaource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

383Q-34th Street is a two-story frame dwelling with a rectangular 
pl~n and a gable roof, altered for commercial use (see Slide #27). The 
main (east) facade is gable-ended and contains a storefront with a 
centered wood and glass single door entry flanking projecting plate glass 
windows. To the north of the storefront is a single wood door entry with 
transom leading to the upper story. The first story of the east facade is 
sheathed with vertical wood siding and the storefront entry is sheltered 
by a retractable cloth awning. There is a narrow wooden projecting, 
facade-wide cornice separating the first and second story. The second 
story and remainder of the building is sheathed with asphalt shingles. 
There are two widely spaced, 1/1 sash double-hung windows at the second 
story of the main facade. The gable end attic has a louvered ventilation 
opening. The east and west facades have widely spaced 1/1 sash double
hung windows at the first and second stories. The fenestration of the 
storefront, north entry door and she~thing are non-historic and incompat
ible with the otherwise early or ori~inal character of the dwelling which 
now houses an office on the first floor and appears to contain apartments 
above. The nature and condition of any early fabric beneath the present 
sheathing is not discernible. 
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Pr~ hliW'li ~ sumaary paragraph of significance and a qeneral statement of history and 
support. 

The two-story frame building at 3830 34th Street (Block 7, Lot 20, 
Roger's Second Addition to Mt. Rainier) contributes to the character of 
the early 20th century streetscape in the survey area. The building was 
originally erected as a two-story frame dwelling and has been altered, at 
least in part, for commercial purposes. The first story storefront is now 
occupied by W.F. Harper and Sons, Inc~. a general contracting firm. 

·~·..'.' 

The original dwelling on Lot 20 was apparently erected by 1910, when 
assessment records first indicate an improvement valued at $900.1 In its 
early configuration, the improvement appears to be the two-story frame 
dwelling (with a one-story, facade-wid_e front porch and faceted projecting 
bay on the south facade) that is evident in a 1921 fire insurance map.2 
The present main (34th Street) facade is apparently a two-story addition 
to the front of the original dwelling and was erected by 1939.3 The 
present gable end facade and second story fenestration would seem to be a 
compatible extension of the original structure and are consistent with 
other facades in the survey area. The materials and configuration of the 
present storefront are non-historic and may be an alteration of the one 
built by 1939. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Assessment Records, E.D. 17, 1910, p. 145. 

2 Sanborn Insurance Map, 1921, p. 4. 

3 Sanborn Insurance Map, 1939, p. 201, 1939 corrected to 1954, p. 201. 
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Verbal boundary description •nd justlflc•tlon 

Llat •II at.tea •nd countlea for ..,opertles overl•PP1"9 atat• or county boundarl•• 

•tat• code county code 

code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

namettltle H ow a rd S . Be r g e r , Co n s u l t an t 

orgmnlzatlon H i s t o r i c P re s e r v at i o n C om mi s s i on ct.te March 1988 

street & number 14 7 4 1 Gov . 0 den Bow i e Dr i v e telephone 952-4609 

city or town Upper Marlboro sgte Maryland 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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5318:451 
30 September 1980 
Deed 

5228:740 
9 January 1980 
Deed 

3261:587 
6 January 1966 
Deed 

2589:116 
24 August 1961 
Deed 

1933:352 
5 July 1955 
Deed 

1933:350 
5 July 1955 
Deed 

1472:310 
26.February 1952 
Deed 

1464:289 
31 December 1951 
Deed 

905:273 
21 October 1946 
Deed 

828:235 
l April 1946 
Deed 

Chain of Title 
3830 34th Street 
P.G.#68-13-11 

Joan S. Harper, representative, Philip H. Harper 
(deceased) to Joan S. Harper. Grantors convey 
Lot 20 in Block 7, Roger's Second Addition to 
Mt. Rainier. Plat recorded BDS1:48. Same 
obtained from William F. Harper, Jr. and Philip H. 
Harper, 9 February 1980, 5228:740. 

William F. Harper, Jr. and Philip H. Harper to 
Philip H. Harper. Grantors convey Lot 20 in Block 
7. Same obtained from Dominic P. and Anna N. 
DeSarno, 6 January 1966, 3261:587. 

Dominic P. and Anna N. DeSarno to William F. 
Harper, Jr. and Philip H. Harper. Grantors convey 
Lot 20 in Block 7. Same obtained from Margaret E. 
and Margaret S. Burroughs, 24 August 1961, 
2589:116. 

Margaret E. and Margaret S. Burroughs to Dominic 
P. and Anna N. DeSarno. Grantors convey Lot 20 
Block 7. Same obtained from Robert B. and Evelyn 
C. Mathias, 5 July 1955, 1933:352. 

Robert B. and Evelyn C. Mathias to Margaret E. and 
Margaret S. Burroughs. Grantors convey Lot 20 in 
Block 7. Same obtained from William A. and 
Margaret E. Burroughs, 5 July 1955, 1933:350. 

William A. and Margaret E. Burroughs to Robert B. 
and Evelyn C. Mathias. Grantors convey Lot 20 in 
Block 7. Same obtained from Alfred and Jean 
Cohan, 26 February 1952, 1472:310. 

Alfred and Jean Cohan to William A. and Margaret 
E. Burroughs. Grantors convey Lot 20 in Block 7. 
Same obtained from Eugene J. and Maud C. Racca, 31 
December 1951, 1464:289. 

Eugene J. and Maud C. Racca to Alfred and Jean 
Cohan. Grantors convey Lot 20 in Block 7. Same 
obtained from Jacob Heckman and Paul Lewis, 21 
October 1946, 905:273. 

Jacob Heckman and Paul Lewis to Eugene J. and Maud 
C. Racca. Grantors convey Lot 20 in Block 7. 
Same obtained from Nathan Gildenhorn and Bessie 
Gildenhorn, l April 1946, 828:235. 

Nathan Gildenhorn, surviving tenant, Sophie 
Gildenhorn and Bessie Gildenhorn to Jacob Heckman 
and Paul Lewis. Grantors convey Lot 20 in Block 7. 



425:153 
14 May 1935 
Deed 

190:114 
24 November 1922 
Deed 

148:375 
9 February 1920 
Deed 

132:448 
3 September 1919 
Mortgage 

137:119 
3 September 1918 
Deed 

49:4 
23 September 1908 
Deed 

Cr;_·r '."/ ' ,. 
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Same obtained from George A. and Mary E. Brown and 
Charles R. Brown, 14 May 1935, 425:153. 

George A. and Mary E. Brown and Charles R. Brown 
to Nathan L. and Sophie Gildenhorn. Grantors 
convey Lot 20 in Block 7. Same obtained from 
Henry E. and Mollie P. Soper, 24 November 1922, 
190:114. 

Henry E. and Mollie P. Soper to George A. Brown 
and Charles R. Brown. Grantors convey Lot 20 in 
Block 7. Same obtained from Ernest H. Shinn, 
agent, 9 F 0 bruary 1920, 148:375. 

Ernest H. Shinn, agent William W. Bon Durant to 
Henry E. and Mollie P. Soper. Grantor conveys Lot 
20 in Block 7, through default of mortgage from 
Gabrielle Heudier, 3 September 1919, 132:448. 

Gabrielle Heudier to William W. Bon Durant. 
Grantor conveys Lot 20 in Block 7. Same obtained 
from William W. and Helen L. Bon Durant, 3 
September 1918, 137:119. 

William W. and Helen L. Bon Durant to Gabrielle 
Heudier. Grantor convey Lot 20 in Block 7. Same 
obtained from American Security and Trust Company, 
23 September 1908, 49:4. · 

American Security and Trust Company to William W. 
Bon Durant. Grantors conveys Lot 20 in Block 7. 
To clear title, this deed is made. 
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Mount Rainier Historic Survey Area 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
September 1986 
Not to Scale 

A - contributing 1-26 - inventory number 
E - noncontributing 3801 - address 
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