
Survey No. P. G. #6 8-13-2.3 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common 3 4 O 2 - 3 4 12 Rhode I s 1 an d Ave n u e 

2. Location 

street&number 3402-3412 Rhode Island Avenuecu.s. Route 1) _ not for publication 

city, town Mt. Rainier 

state Ma r y l an d 

3. Classification 

_ vicinity of congressional district 5 

county p r i n c ~ Ge 0 r g e I s 

Status 
-L.occupied 

Present Use 
_museum 
_park 

Category 
_district 
_L_ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_Lprivate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_In process 

_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 

_ agriculture 
_x_ commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

L private residencr 
_religious 
_ scientific 

_ being considered . 
~not applicable 

_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of 2-!! owners> 

name Edward and Minnie Shapiro, c/o Theodore Kahn 

street & number 5525 Illinois Avenue, N.W. telephone no.: 

city, town Washington state and zip code D.C. 20011 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. Prince George' s County Co u rth o use liber 2807 

street & number Main Street folio 92 

city. town Up p e r Ma r l b o r o state Ma r y l a n d 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date 1981 fede ... I state X county local 

deposltorytorsurveyrecords Historic Preservation Commission, Rm. 4010, CAB, M-NCPPC 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 
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7. Description Survey No. P . G . # 6 8 - 1 3-

c ...... u ... 
-excellent 
_good 
....Lfmlr 

Check .... 
_ delerloialllid _ unalt8r9d 
_ rulna ...L.. an.r.ct 
_unexpa1ed 

Check .... 
.L. arlglnel ... 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the reaource and its 
various elements aa it exists today. 

3402-3412 Rhode Island. is a two-story, four bay yellow brick commer­
cial building with a rectangular plan (see slides #50,51). A molded, con­
crete or store cornice surmounts a horizontal parapet concealing a flat 
roof. The first story of the main (south) facade has been unsympathet­
ically m9derniz.ed with a brown brick facing. There area four single wood 
and glass entry doors, two centered on the facade and two at the interior 
edges of the east and west bays. There are two horizontal plate glass 
windows flanking the center bay entrances that are probably not original 
but date to the moderization of the first story facade. 

The second story main facade maintains- its original yellow brick, 
stone or concrete detailing and fenestration. The two western bays con­
tain three evenly-spaced 1/1 sash double-hung wood frame windows. The two 
eastern bays mirror one another and contain a triple 1/1 sash double-hung 
window to the outside and a similarly configured single window to the 
inside. Across the second story a stone or concrete string course unites 
the windows as a sill. Separating the first and second and third and -
fourth bays of the second story is a raised concrete or stone vertical 
detail that extends below the string course and is incorporated with the 
molded parapet above. The parapet is surmounted by a molded cap with a 
repeating low-relief geometric design. The building is attached to the 
east and freestanding on the west (alley) facade. The west facade is 
sheathed in red brick and fenestrated only at the second story with two 
widely spaced 1/1 sash double-hung windows . 
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a. Significance Survey No. P . G • # 6 8- 13 - ?. 3 

. .,.,. ... 
- prehlatortc. 
_1400-1411 
-1~15-
-1~1-
-1~1791 
_1eoo-1• 
..L 1900-

Ale9a of Sl81cltlDMH Check__. )u8tltf llelow 
-~ _communttypi.wllng _1Md1c1pe81'Chltacture_re11gton 
-~ _eo1awvat1on _ i.w -8Clence 
_ llgriculture _ ecGIMNftica _ lltenmlre _ aculpture 
-L- 81'Chitecture _ ~ _ mlllmry _ IOCt.I/ 

- mt - engineering - mualc humentmri9n 
-L- COllllll*ce _ explarmlonlMttlement _ philo8ophy _ thMter 
__ C0111111Uftic8tlol• _ Industry _ polltlc8/govemment _ fttrw•n1111111piol)lrttamtMt1ann 

- ••dlon - oat. (apeclty) 

..... fflo...... c. 1937 •uUder1Arctllteot 

check: Appli.cable Cri.teri.a: A B _c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C _D _E F G 

Level of Si.gni.f icance: _nati.onal _state _local 

Prepare both a suamary paragraph of significance and a qeneral statement of history and 
support. 

CONTRI BUT! NG 

The commercial building at 3402-3412 Rhode Island Avenue (Block 1, 
Lots 14, 15 and 16, Rhode Island Avenue Addition to Mt. Rainier) contri­
butes to the architectural character.i.and commerci a 1 development of the 
survey area and is significant ·as an~e.xample of 1930's mixed-use construc­
tion. The building contains store fronts on the first floor with apart­
ments above. Although the storefront display windows have been removed 
and unsympathetically moderized with an incompatible and a largely 
unfenestrated brown brick, facade, t~ second story remains intact. The 
decorative details of the second story and molded parapet are that of a 
building executed with restrained geometric details typical of late Art­
Deco and Art-Moderne design popular in the 1930's and early 1940's. 

The present structure is not the first improvement on Lots 14, 15 and 
16. At 1921 fire insurance map indicates that at that time all three lots 
have been improved; Lot 14 (to the east) was occupied by a two-story frame 
dwelling, Lot 15 (center) had a one-story frame "automobile house" to the 
rear, and lot 16 (to the wrst) was occupied by a two-story frame building 
housing a "general store." Each of the lots had a succession of owners 
after their initial sales in 1909 and 1910. Lots 14 and 15 had been pur­
chased by Harry and Mary Lebo~tz in 1922 and they acquired Lot 16 in 1932 
(see Chain of Title). By 1937, assessment records indicate that the 
present building containing "stores and apartments", replaced the earlier 
improvements and was valued at $22,500.2 The combination of uses and 
increased density of the new building are evidence of the growth of 
population and commercial activity throughout Mt. Rainier and in its 
downtown commercial area. 

Harry Lebowitz was a prominent local business man who had operated at 
dry cleaning and tailor shop at 3817 34th Street since 1909. After its 
construction, the buildings storefronts were apparently leased to small 
local businesses. At least as early as 1945 the store at 3408 was 
occupied by the Northeast Electrical Company, an appliance store. By 
October of 1946, 3408 was occupied by a new Lebowitz Clothing Store. The 
dry cleaning and tailer shop remained at 3817 34th Street.3 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P. G. #68-13-
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See Notes, #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acruge of nominated property-------­
Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 8 W 11, I 11,1, 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northinv 

c LLJ ._I ----

oLLJ _I~'------' _I..__ _____ _ 
e LU ._I ___ _. 

F :L.W I I I -' _....._..__ __ 

oLLJ -'---- Hl.....i.J I I I 

Yerb•I bound•ry description •nd justlflc•tlon 

List •II sutes •nd counties tor properties overl•pplng st8te or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By · 

namettltle Howard S Berger, Consqltaht 

organization Historic Preservation Commissiondat• Mprch 1988 

atntet&number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone 952-4609 

city or town Up p e r Ma r 1 b o r o state Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



DO 

Legend 

\ r.G-~~s~cs ... z.3 
Mount Rainier Historic Survey Area 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
September 1986 
Not to Scale 

A - contributing 1-26 - inventory number 
E - noncontributing 3801 - address 
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