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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic Tilp House 

and/or common 3 4 1 7 Rh ode I s 1 an d Ave n u e 

2. Location 

street & number 3417 Rhode Island Avenue (U.S. Route 1) _ not for publieatlon 

city, town Mt. Rainier 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
__l_ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_L_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__x_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
-L unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
~no 

congressional district 5 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residencr. 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name E 1 me r 0 . an d Ro n a 1.£1 E . B re e de n 

street & number 3 4 1 7 Rhode I s 1 and .I\ v en u e telephone no.: 

city, town Mt. Rainier state and zip code r~aryland 20712 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P r i n c e Geo r g e 1 s Co u n t y Co u rt ho use liber 4 364 

street & number Main Street folio 487 

city, town Uoper Marlboro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date 1981 _federal _ state _X_ county _ local 

depository for survey records P. i s t o r i c P re s e r v a t i o n Comm i s s i o n , M - tJ C P P C , CAB , Rm . 4 0 IC 

city, town Upper ~~arl boro state Maryl and 
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7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_gooc1 _x_,.., 

- det8riot•l9d 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
...Laltenld 

Check one 
_x_ original alte 
_moV9d date of move 

Survey No • p • G • # 5 8 - 1 3 -

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements aa it exists today. 

3417 Rhode Island Avenue is a two story frame dwelling with an 
L-shaped plan with a gable and cross-gable roof (see slides #85, 86). The 
house is sited on the knoll on the south side of Rhode Island Avenue east 
of 34th_ Street. The main (north) facade has a facade-wide porch that 
wraps around the north portion of the west facade at the first story. The 
porch is enclosed by a simple wooden bannister and turned newel posts 
support a standing-seem tin shed roof. The primary entry is at left of 
the north facade and a secondary entry faces north from the west facade 
projection. The main facade is fenestrated at the first story to the 
right of the entry with two, 1/1 double-hung sash windows. The second 
story contains three similar windows and the gable-end attic has one 
window of identical configuration. The southern portion of the west 
facade has a full height gable-end projection. At the first story of the 
projection is a three-sided, faceted projecting bay with three 1/1 sash 
double-hung windows. -The second story and gable-end attic of the projec
tion each have a single 1/1 double-hung sash window. The entire building 
is sheathed wHh asbestos shingles and the gable and cross-gable roof is 
covered with standing seem tin. With the possibly exception of the 
asbestos shingles of the facades, ·all other details and materials appear 
to be original. -

-~- -------



8. Significance Survey No. P . G . # 6 8- 1 3 - z.4 
·Perlad 

- prehlatorlc. 
-1~1499 
_150G-1599 
_1600-1699 
-1~1799 
_1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

..._of Slgnlftc•a• Check ..... Jua~ below 
-·~ _community plmnnlng _ i.ndscllpe archlt9cture_ religion 
_ archeok>gy-hlatorlc _ conurvatlon _ i.w _science 
_ 11g11cu1ture _economics _literature _sculpture 
l 8rchit9cture _education _ mlltt..y _ soci.11 
_art _engineering _ mualc humanitarian 

comn.ce _ exploratlonlaettlement _ phlloaophy _theater 
-.communlcltkHia _ lnctuatry _ polltlcalgovemment _ tranaportation 

_ 1nv •• t1on - other (apecffy) 

Specific ...... c. 1912 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

A_B_C_D 

A B_C D_E F 

Level of Significance: national _state _local 

G 

Prepare both a suaaary paragraph of significance and a qeneral statement of history and 
support. 

CONTRIBUTING 

The single-family frame dwellifl_g at 3417 Rhode Island Avenue (Block 
2, Lot 7, Rhode Island Avenue·addit<;:.()n to Mt. Rainier) contr.ibutes to the 
early 20th century character of the·.survey area. It is one of a group of 
dwellings of similar scale and appe-arance on the south side of Rhode 
Island Avenue east of 34th Street •. 

Charles F. and Mary N. Ti]p p~rchased Lot 7 already improved from 
Willard and Nancy Bigelow in May of 1913 (see Chain of Title). The build
ing was apparently erected by 1912 when assessment records first indicate 
an improvement on Lot 7 valued at $1,000.1 The details of the wrap-around 
porch, fenestration and massing date to at least 1921 and appear to be 
original .2 The house has been owned by Elmer 0. and Ronald E. Breeden 
since 1974 and it appears to be presently unoccupied. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Assessment Records, E.D.17, 1914, p.14. 

2 See Sanborn InsuranGe Maps, 1921, p.6; 1939, p.202, 1939 
corrected to 1954, p.202. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No • P . G . # 6 8 - 13 -

- 2 y 

See Notes, #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nomlnated_property --------
Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I 
Northing 

8 W 1..,,.........,1_, __ ,,,,, 

Zone Easting Northin9 

cl..J...J _l~l ........... ..._._ __ I _I-...---.-...-- oLLJ I I I ..._I~ .......... ---
e LU I I I _I .....__..__.__._.... ....... F L.LI I _I ~......__--
G u.J I I II - .....__..__.__._.... ....... H L.LI I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state county code 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title How a rd S . B e r g e r • Con s u l t a n t 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date March 1988 

street & number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone ( 3 0 1 ) 9 5 2 - 4 6 0 9 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland. Article 41. Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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Legend 

\ rG-~~s-cs-ZL-\ - , 

Mount Rainier Historic Survey Area 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
September 1986 
Not to Scale 

A - contributing 1-26 - inventory number 
E - noncontributing 3801 - address 
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