
Survey #: P.G. #68-13 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: c.Q.,.l90'0:--l930 1 s 

Building Name: Mt. Rainier Hjstoric Survey Area -· 

Location: 34th Street Cogimercial Strip. Mt. Rainier 
. ; 

Description 

Mt. Rainier is located in the angle formed by the northeastern District 
of Columbia boundary line and the B&O Railroad. The Mt. Rainier survey area 
is composed of the commercial strip that developed to serve th~-town:ofMt. 
Rainier shortly after its subdivision in 1903 and during the early years of 
its development, through the 1930 1 s. The area is bounded by Rhode Island 
Avenue on the south and encompasses the east and west sides of 34th Street 
through its business district, which ends with 4010 34th Street on the west 
and 4005 34th Street on the east side ~f ~he street. The residential area 
north of the business district on 34th Street is not included within the 
survey boundaries, although the residences date to the same period as the 
commercial strip. The bounds of the survey area could be enlarged at some 
future time. 

Significance 

The Town of Mt. Rainier developed rapidly after its subdivision in 19-03 
and its in_corporation in 1910. It is significant for retaining muc~ot
fabric of early 20th centLI'ry residences, small commercial buildings and 
churches. The commercial strip at 34th Street and Rhode Island Avenue, the 
focus of this survey, is a cohesive grouping of low scale commercial buildings 
dating from 1910 through the 1930 1 s. Despite some unsympathetic alterations 
and intrusions, its character as a small town, early 20th century main street 
has been maintained. 

Acreage: 
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1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic Mt:. Ratnier Historic Survey Area 
...... _ : ~· . ~ \ .. ' -

end/or common 

2. Location 

street & number _ not for publlCation 

city, town Mt.Rainier _vicinity of congressional district 5 

·Maryland county Prince George 1 s County 

3. Classification 
Cat....-v 
_1. district" 
- building(•)· 
_structure· 
-•Ile 
_object 

Ow...,..,..p 
Tpubltc 
_private 
-··both 
Public Acquisition 
_lnproceu 

being considered 
· X not applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_. _ uiloccupled 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
.....!... yea: restricted 
_ yea: unrestricted 
_no 

PNsentUse 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_Industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Multiple Owners 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouae, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George's County Courthouse liber 

street & number Main Street folio 

city, town Upper Marlboro state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tltle N/A 

date _federal _state _county _local 

depoattoryforsurveyrecorda Historic Preservation CanmissigR, Reeff! 481S 

clty,town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
...Lgood 
_fair 

Checkane 
__ _deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins __!_altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
L original stte 
_moved date of move 

Survey No • p :; if ~ S:, - / :S 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

, "'·-· .. . :, .. Mt. Rainier is: located in the angle formed by the northeastern 
. District of Columbia boundary line and the B&O Railroad. The Mt. Rainier 
. survey area is composed of the commercial strip that developed to serve the 
town of Mt. Rainier shortly after its subdivision in 1903 and during the 
early years of its development, through the 1930's. The area is bounded by 
Rhode Island Avenue on the south and encompasses the east and west sides of 
_34th-S~reet-through its business district. which ends with 4010 34th Street 
on the west and 4005 34th Street on the east side of the street. The resi

v• - .dentfal area north of the business district on 34th Street is not included 
·_;within the survey boundaries. although the residences date to the same 
· period as the commercial strip. The bounds of the survey area could be 

enlarged at some future time. · 

· - ·:·· - .,; ___ Twenty-sf x conmerci a T bu fl dings Ti.ne both sides of 34th Street for a 
distance of approximately two blocks. The street slopes steeply upward 

•• ,$~ 'fron. Rhode Island Avenue and the buildings are arranged up the slope in a 
step:-like fashion •. The conmercial buildings; end abruptly in the middle of 
the second block with the beginning of the residential neighborhood. The 
proximity of the residential area reinforces the small town char.acter of 
the conmercial strip. 

· There are generally four building types in the co11111ercial area. 
Scattered among the co11111ercial buildings are single-family dwellings which 
have been converted to co11111ercial use. Most of these are two stories in 
height-. of /rame,. with g~bJe or. hipped. roofs. Some have side gable entrance 
facades with entra·n_ce porches. Tw0 have front gable entrance facades. 
Buildings· _7-. rt>, and 18 are :of these types. Numbers 9, 17. and .19 appear to 
remain in residehtfal use. Building number 10 is undergoing renovation and 
it 1 s not .app~rent, wh~t its use wi 11 be. 

" , .J 1f I• 

Of the commercial buildings. numbers 21 through 26 are one-story brick 
structures with square plans and shed roofs sloping toward the rear, hidden 
by a high flat or stepped parapet. These buildings are greater than three 
bays in width and contain two or more separate store fronts. Building 
number 14 displays, s.imilar characteristics, bu.t. contains only one store 
front. 

Buildings 3, 4 and 5, rising along the north side of 34th Street, are 
two stories in height, of brick or frame,. 2-3 bays. in width, with a shed 
roof sloping toward the rear. A high front parapet with ornate cornice 
embellishment disguises the shed roof slope. These buildings are all 

- approximately of the same width and have one or b'O store fronts on the 
first level, with an entrance to residential or office uses on the second 
level. 

' 
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A third commercial type are large two-story brick buildings greater 
than three bays in width with decorative facades. All have high flat 
parapets with heavily embellished cornices in brick or cement. The facades 
are divided by brick pilasters marking the bays and there may be a cornice 
between first and second levels. Buildings 1, 12, 15 and 20 are of this 
type. Building 11 is a large two-story brick structure which was given a 
formal, commercial character through the addition of a two-story brick 
facade embellished in the above manner, on its 34th Street elevation. 

Many of the buildings in the survey area have been unsympathetically 
altered. Changes include modern co1T1Tiercial fronts installed to replace 
older display windows, window and door openings covered or made smaller, 
and brick and frame buildings covered with incompatible siding materials. 
There is also intrusion by noncontributing buildings of less than 50 years 
of age. These include numbers 2, 6, 8, 13 and 25 in the inventory. 

Despite unsympathetic alterations to historic buildings, gaps in the 
line of buildings due to empty lots and intrusion of noncontributing build
ings, the appearance of an early 20th century COITITiercial district is main
tained. This two block section of 34th Street is cohesive due to the 
scale, construction materials and similar setback of contributing build
ings. Formed during the first 20-30 years of the 20th century, this strip 
contains examples of the evolution of small commercial buildings over this 
time span. 

1. 

2. 

Inventory 
Mt. Rainier Survey Area 

C = Contributing 
NC = Noncontributing 

(C) Odd-Even Thrift Shop, (ca. 1910-20), 3801 34th Street, map 49, 
parcel 19, northeast corner of 34th Street and Rhode Island 
Avenue. 

This two-story brick corner building is two bays on 34th Street 
and four bays on Rhode Island Avenue. Entrance is in the corner 
bay through a door with a high segmental arch transom. There are 
segmental arches marked by a triple row of corbelled brick 
headers above all the windows. A large old single pane commer
cial window faces Rhode Island Avenue. The corners of the build
ing are corbelled. A heavy crown molded wood or metal cornice 
follows the flat roofline. 

(NC) Wang's Carry-Out, (ca. 1970's), 3805 34th Street, map 49, parcel 
20. 

A one-story frame commercial building with an asphalt shingle 
mansard roof. The wood siding, roofline and small scale of the 
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building as wel-1 as the construction date do not contribute to 
the character of the survey area. 

3. (C) (ca. late 19th-early 20th c.) 3809-38ll 34th Street, map 49, 
parcel 21. 

A three-bay, two-story commercial building with a shed roof slop
ing toward the east (rear). The facade is covered with asbestos 
shingle and.surmounted by a wood or metal crown molded cornice 
with dentils and corner brackets. There are three entrances at 
first level. The central entrance leads to the upper level, the 
north and south entrances are flanked by a commercial window and 
lead to separate first level shops. Aluminum awnings shade the 
shop fronts. Upper windows are 1/1 sash, also shaded by 
awnings. 

4. (C) (ca. late 19th-early 20th c.) 3813-3815 34th Street, map 49, 
parcel 22. 

A two-bay, two-story brick commercial building with a shed roof 
sloping toward the east (rear). The facade is surmounted by a 
a high parapet with a wide metal frieze and crown molded cornice 
with corner brackets. The.second level had two large segmental 
arch openings that have been altered with wood infill to smaller 
rectangular windows. The arches are of brick stretchers placed 
vertically. The wide window sills are of brick stretchers. The 
first level has two commercial bays composed of an entrance 
flanked by a large window. There is a metal cornice between 
first and second levels. The store fronts have multi-pane 
clerestory windows, now painted over. 

5. (C) (ca. late 19th-early 20th c.) 3817 34th Street, map 49, parcel 
23. 

Third in a block of commercial buildings climbing the steep 
incline of the street. A two-story frame building of three bays, 
with a shed roof sloping toward the east (rear). The facade is 
surmounted by a crown molded cornice supported on three brackets 
spaced evenly across the facade. The upper.level is wood 
shingled and has new aluminum windows. There is a metal cornice 
between first and second levels. The first level has an entrance 
surmounted by a transom, which probably leads to the upper 
floors. The second bay is a store front, with two modern 
projecting display windows flanking the entrance. The rest of 
the building is covered with horizontal wood siding. 

3 
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6. (NC) (ca. 1940 1 s) 3827 34th Street, map 49, parcel 24. 

A three-bay, two-story brick apartment building, rectangular in 
pl an with a fl at roof. 

7. ( C) (ca. early 20th c.) 3829 34th Street, map 49, block l, parce1 
25. 

A two-story frame cross gable dwelling altered for commercial 
use. The two bay main gable end has entrance in the first bay. 
The porch crosses the west (main) facade and wraps around the 
south facade. It has been enclosed, excepting the entrance bay, 
which is suunted by a triangular pediment. The building has wood 
shingle on the main facade and aluminium siding over the rest of 
the exterior. Windows are new, 1/1 with aluminum louvered 
shµtters • .r.;; .. ~.'...._, 0 -::-~ ..... ",·,:,... ... lt_'. .c.-.r__;._. ~i+c_ (::v.· 

{.M_ 3<6 )._ =r. ~ (.; 
8. (NC) Gallery Antiques, (ca. early 20th c.) 3833 34th Street, map 49, 

block 1, parcel 26. 

A two-by-two-bay shed roof frame building set on a cement base. 
The front facade is covered with brick veneer and has a 
one-story, flat roof projecting brick bay with large commercial 
windows. Windows on the building have all been altered to modern 
1/1 windows of varied size. This may be an old structure but it 
is altered and has lost its integrity. 

9. (C) (ca. early 20th c.) 3837 34th Street, map 49, block 1, parcel 
27. 

A two-story, cross gable frame dwelling of two-by-three-bays, 
similar in plan to 3829 34th Street. The building is covered 
with asphalt shingle siding and has new 1/1 window with new false 
wooden shutters. Entrance is in the first bay of the west (main) 
gable end through an original door with two lower panels and an 
upper glass light. The hipped roof entrance porch supported on 
wood columns, crosses the facade and wraps around the south 
facade. There is a rectangular window centered in the pedimented 
upper gable. 

10. (C) 3841 34th Street, map 49, block l, parcel 28. 

A low two-story, gable roofed frame dwelling of rectangular plan, 
covered with aluminum siding. There are two entrances on t~e 
three bay main (west) gable end. The central entrance has a 
transom. Windows on the facade are 6/6 sash, some are double. 
The building rests on a brick foundation. It has been altered 
but retains integrity as an early 20th c. building. 
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11. (C) Kline's Bakery, (ca. 1900) 3849 34th Street, map 49, block l, 
parcel l, soutl1east corner of. 34th Street and Bunker Hi 11. 

A large two-story brick bu.ilding of four-by-two bays with a hip
ped slate roof. Windows have segmental arch lintels of a double 
row of headers. They are 2/2 sash with cement sills. Two hipped 
dormers with double 2/2 windows flank a·high interior chimney on 
the north facade. A hipped roof enclosed porch with multi-pane 
floor-to-ceiling window panels is at first level. The west 
facade, fronting on 34th Street, has a two-story flat roof brick 
addition of two-by-one bays with an elaborate crown molded metal 
cornice. The window treatment is the same as on the main block. 
At first level are two projecting hipped roof shop windows on 
brick bases, and an entrance with a transom at the corner of the 
building. 1.'.".<~·"'J, ·-'.._. ·--·~.._ .. ,,~. - · - ,_, 

12. (C) Nationwide Insurance (ca. 1910-20) 3316 Perry Street, map 49, 
block 7, parcels l and 2, northwest corner of 34th and Rhode 
Island Avenue. 

A two-story white-painted brick corner building of irregular 
plan. The four bay ca. l920's front facade was added onto a 
turn-of-the-century bank building. The one bay entrance bay has 
a recessed enrance, a dou~le door surmounted by a high round arch 
head. The door is flanked by two massive Doric columns. The 
eastern bay slants at an angle, up 34th Street. The west two 
bays front on Rhode Island Avenue. All are composed of bands of 
triple 1/1 windows with lintels of vertical stretchers and 
corbelled sills. The brick face of the building has regularly 
spaced inset courses, and a heavy corbelled cornice below a high 
parapet. Visible above the parapet is an octagonal cupola, a 
feature of the earlier bank building. 

13. (NC) fi;axd950'si 3800-3806 34th Street, map 49, block 7, parcel 27. 

14. (C) 

A flat roofed, one-story block of store fronts, with glazed 
entrances, flanked by la!:,9e plate-g\ass, windows _with metal su_~-:- _ . 
rounds) s;--.• ~ ~c""c2~ · 1·__.,~,-1 ...... (, ~ -::"::-.- . .\ 0v/\;1..-. - · . ->'~- t),n -

~Sto~~~fu~o -~;~~s :·J(·c\~~~; ~ar~-;2at~ 1\. {~8o~' j~\~ Street, map 
49, block 7, parcel 26. 

A two-bay one-story shed roof brick conwnercial building with a 
stepped parapet surmounting the front and sides. The main facade 
is altered by a projecting metal and plate-glass store front. An 
old crown molded metal cornice and the stepped parapet with a 
center raised rectangular placque is visible above the new store 
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front. The building is very long and narrow, with unfenestrated 
north and south sides. f.,~ ""-~ ""'. "' .::-, :::-~'--· 1 • 

.... 

15. (C) Faith Evangelistic Church (ca. 1920's) 3822 34th Street, map 49, 
block 1, parcels 23 and 24. 

16. (NC) 

A large one-story, three bay rectangular brick cornnercial build
ing rising along the slope of the street. The east (main) facade 
has brick pilasters with a cement base and upper decorative tile 
defining the center bay and the building's corners. There were 
once four large square openings in the facade. These have been 
bricked over except for the multi-pane transom panels. Two heavy 
metal crown molded cornices surmount the facade, which also has a 
high stepped parapet. A sign in the shape of a cross is centered 

- ' ' f r Tl' 1- r 1 _ 1 · · above the facade. t-~· '<t.1'--i.... ·~ '~ ·"-"' ~ . • h~..r« ·.u:;.J'-.,;j "~ ··.:.. · , <5 •11 
s(t"p o-..·,J v.x ~ .:,~ .. -'- . 

C. K. Mcconkey and Sons, Inc. (ca. early 20th c.), 3824 34th 
Street, map 49, block 7, parcel 22. 

A cross gable dwelling altered for commercial use. A brick 
veneer and modern fenestration have lessened its integrity. 

17. (C) (ca. 1930's), 3828 34th Street, map 49, block 7, parcel 21. 

A two-story frame, side gable dwelling of two-by-two bays, rest
ing on a cement base. The east (main) facade has entrance in the 
second bay, sheltered by a shed roof facade - wide entrance 
porch. Windows are triple 3/1 sash. The building is covered with 
asbestos shingle and has overhanging eaves with projecting rafter 
ends. A shed roof dormer with two narrow horizontal casement 
windows surmounts the main facade. A brick chimney rises from 
the gab 1 e ridge. 

18. (C) (ca. early 20th c.) 3830 34th Street, map 49, block 7, parcel 
20. 

A two-story, front gable frame dwelling of rectangular plan, 
altered for conmercial use. The two-bay east (main) gable end 
has two modern entrances, the first flanked by two single pane 
new commercial windows. The first level is covered by vertical 
board siding, the rest of the building with asbestos shingle. 
Windows are 1/1 sash with plain wood surrounds. There is a 
raking board with end kicks, and a rectangular louvered opening 
in the upper gable. 
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19. (C) (ca. early 20th·c.) 3838 34th Street, map 49, block 7, parcel 
19. 

A three-by-two bay two-story frame dwelling, square in plan. The 
hipped roof is asphalt shingle and has a shed roof dormer 
centered above the three-bay east (main)·facade. Entrance is in 
the first and third bays, the central third bay entrance having a 
transom. The first level is sheltered by a hipped roof porch 
supported by new aluminum posts. Windows are 1/1 sash with wood 
sills and crown molded lintels. The building is covered with 
white asbestos shingle and has a cement foundation. The boxed 
cornice has overhanging eaves. 

20. (C) (ca. 1920's) 3842-56 34th Street, map 49, block 7, parcel 19, 
southwest corner, 34th and Bunker Hill. 

A five-by-three bay two-story brick co111T1ercial building of 
rectangular plan. The five bay east (main) facade is articulated 
by brick pilasters with high cement bases and capitals. There 
are five shop entrances surmounted by a two-light transoms and 
flanked by a large single-pane co111T1ercial window with a transom. 
A crown molded metal cornice separates the first and second 
level. Windows at second level are triple 6/1 sash. A metal 
cornice runs around the building above the second level and a 
second heavy crown molded cornice defines the top of the flat 
high parapet. This corner building has a hard red brick facade 
on east and north sides, with softer brick to the rear and south 
side. 

21. (C) Garden of Gethsemane Church of God, (ca. 1930's), 4000 34th 
Street, map 49, block 2, parcel 1, northwest corner of 34th 
Street at Bunker Hill. 

A one-story rectangular commercial corner building with a south 
and east facade of red brick and a north (rear) facade of cement 
block. There is a corner entrance and a large projecting commer
cial window with a brick base on the 34th Street facade. The 
windows on the Bunkerhill facade are bricked over. There is 
corbelling at the building corners and a crown molded metal 
cornice along the flat roofline. 

22. (C) Mt. Rainier Hardware, (ca. 1930's), 4002-04 34th Street, map 49, 
block 2, parcel 2. 

A one-story, three-bay rectangular commercial building of yellow 
brick. The east (main) facade has two entrances, each surmounted 
by a transom, interspaced with three projecting glass co111T1ercial 
window bays. Both door and window openings are surmounted by a 
lintel of vertical headers. There is a crown molded metal corncie 
along the flat roofline. There is a stepped parapet above the 
first two bays of the facade. 
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23. (C) Mt. Rainier Pharmacy (ca. 1930's), 4006-08 34th Street, map 49, 
block 2, parcel ·2. 

A large, flat roofed rectangular commerc.ial block of one story, 
constructed of yellow brick. The east (main) facade has two 
store fronts, each with a new central ent.rance flanked by two new 
metal ~nd glass projecting shop windows. The facades are sur
mounted by a stepped parapet with a center high point, and 
embellished by a diamond-shaped tile above each central entrance. 
A decorative metal cornice follows the steps of the parpet. 

24~ (NC) (ca. 1940's) 4010 34th Street, map 49, block 2, parcel 3. 

A one-story, flat roofed square red brick commercial building 
with a stepped parapet. Built with a facade and plan similar to 
the adjoining commercial buildings, this building is compatible 
with the character of the survey area but is of too recent a con
struction date. It is built in the front yard and partially 
obstructs a ca. l930's bungalow to its. rear. 

25. (NC) Capital Hill Antiques, (ca. 1940's), 4003 34th Street, map 49, 
block l, parcel l, northeast corner of 34th and Bunker Hill. 

A one-story, flat roofed corner commercial building of irregular 
plan, similar to 4000 34th Street, on the opposite corner. Con
structed of pink brick, with altered fenestration and new windows 
and doors, the building is of similar character to the surround
ing commercial buildings but is of recent construction date and 
poorly altered. 

26. (C) (ca. l930's) 4005-009 34th Street, map 49, block l, parcel 2. 

A large one-story yellow brick commercial block of rectangular 
plan, with three separate store fronts. The building is sur
mounted by a stepped parapet with the highest point over the 
center store front, visually tying the triple front together 
into one unit. Each store front has a central double entrance 
flanked by two projecting glass shop windows on brick bases. Two 
of the store fronts are surmounted by aluminum awnings. The rear 
of the building is of red brick. A stepped parapet on the north 
and south sides hides the east (rear) sloping shed roof. 

8 



8. Significance Survey No. 

Period Are.a of Sltlnlflc.nc.....Check llllCI Justify below 
_· prehistoric _ wcheology·prehlstorlc _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_1400-1499 
- 15C»-1599 

_archeology-historic _conservation. _law - science 
_agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 
....!... architecture _ eCiucatlon _ military - social/ -1~1899 

-1~1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
r1~1199 
_1900-

J.. commerce _ exploratlonlsetttement _. philosophy theater 
_communications _Industry _ polltlcslgovemment X transportation 

_Invention _L other (specify) 

Specific Ut- 1903; · 1.910... . llUildertArChltect 
b96il Wi stgry 

check: Applicable Criteria: _A B . _c _D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B -. _c _D E F G 

Level of Signific~nce: _national _state _local 

Prepare both.a summary paragraph of significance and a g~al statement of history and 
support. , ., ,. \ 

Sunnary 

·The· ·Town of Mt. Rainier developed rapidly after its subdhhion in 
1903 and its incorporation in 1910. It is significant for retaining much of 
its fabric of early 20th century residences, small comnercial buildings and 
churches .. The connercial strip at 34th Street and Rhode Island Avenue, the 
focus of this survey, is a ·cohesive grouping of low scale co11111ercial build
ings dating from 1910 through the 1930's. Despite some unsympathetic 
alterations and· intrusions, its character as a small town, early 20th 
century main street 1 has been maintained. 

History and Support 

According to tradition, Mr. Rainier was given its name by two army 
engineers from Sea:ttle, Washington! who purchased the tract the town devel
oped on and' subdivided it in 1891. The 10.0 acre tract, called Chilham 
Castle Manor in the 18th century, was later" known as Clemson Place.2 
It was owned in the 19th century by the Clemson family, the daughter and 
son-in- law of John C. Galhoun. Calhoun lived in the Clemson house, north 
of Bunker Hi11 Road between 31st and 32nd, in the years preceding the Civil 
War. The house burned shortly after 1900.3 

Although located just outside the eastern boundary of the District of 
Columbia, on a spur of~-the· Baltiinore and Ohio railroad, Mt. Rainier did not 
develop as a connnunity until the first decade of the 20th century. An 
electric trolley line, the City and Suburban Railroad Company, was 
completed out Rhode Island Avenue to Hyattsville in 1899. The Mt. Rainier 
Subdivision was sold by the original owners to a syndicate in 1903.4 
There were about fifteen houses and fifty inhabitants in the area at that 
time. When Mt. Rainier incorporated in 1910 there were 1,200 
inhabitants.S 



.... '· . , .. , 

MARYLAND RISTOR.ICAL TllUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY F-ORM 

i } 

Survey ~?o. fG .... : .... "-... ~ ~-, _ 1_,:_. _ 

Statement of Significance (continued) Seceion 8 Page_2 __ 

Mt. Rainier offered to prospect.tve residents a rural atmosphere, 
i nexpens1ve one or two story frame dwe'l l-i ngs on large lots, and easy access 
to Washington, D.C. via the trolley. A small conmercial district formed at 
the intersection of 34th Street and Rhode Island Avenue, with the trolley 
stop at the southwest corner of the intersection. The district contained a 
post office, meeting hall, dry goods stores, a bakery, a laundry, a hard
ware store, a cobbler and a barber.6 With the inclusion of several store 
front churches and a restaurant, this is the type of business that remains 
in the area today. Early residents of the trolley suburb included those 
working in the construction industry. Another large employer was the 
Federal government, primarily the printing office and the Navy Yard. Other 
residents worked in retail, probably some of them in Mt. Rainier's 
conm·ercial district. There were also some professionals such as doctors, 
attorneys, school teachers, a stock broker, a dentist, and a 
newspaperman.? Mt. Rainier has remained a middle class community up to 
the present day. 

Mt. Rainier developed rapidly over a snort period of time, as a 
trolley suburb of Washington, D.C. It has remained a fairly stable blue 
collar and middle class neighborhood throughout its history. Its 
relatively homogeneous built fabric has undergone little change over the 
years. The conmunity retains its character as an early twentieth century 
suburb. 

Notes: 

City of Mt. Rainier, Maryland 75th Anniversary Book, William George 
ed., City of Mt. Rainier, 1985, pg. 30. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

lbi d. 

!bid. 

Ibid. p. 28. 

Ibid. pg. 31. 

Ibid • pg • 3 2. 

Ibid. pg. 34. 
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NOMINATION OF MARYLAND 
PROPERTIES TO THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Resource Sketch Map: coding system 

The cultural and historic resources within the boundaries of the area 
being nominated are to be coded on the Resource Sketch Map to indicate the 
contributive value of the resources to the significance of the area at the 
time the nomination is made. The codes listed below are to be used. Application 
of this coding system or any variation of it is to be made only in consultation 
with the Maryland Historical Trust. Contact the National Register section of 
the Trust at (301) 269-2438 before coding the resources. All resources 
(buildings, including outbuildings and garages, structures~ch as bridges 
and towers, and objects such as fountains and monuments) indicated on the map 
must be coded. The coding system with definitions must appear in the legend 

. of the Resource Sketch Map. 

A. A contributing resource with an exceptionally high level of integrity 
and historic and/or architectural significance to the nomination. 

B. A contributing resource with a high level of integrity and historic 
and/or architectural significance to the nomination. 

C. A contributing resource with a low level of integrity whose contribution 
could be enhanced by sympathetic rehabilitation or restoration or by 
research documenting historic significance unknown at the time of 
nomination. 

D. A resource that does not contribute to the significance of the 
nomination but may be eligible for listing in the National Register 
within another historical and/or cultural context. 

E. A resource that does not contribute to the significance of the 
nomination and is not~igible for listing in the National Register. 

F. A contributing open-space of historic or scenic significance to the 
nomination such as a park, town square, agricultural fields, meadows, 
pastures, etc. 

G. A non-contributing open-space which is of no significance to the 
nomination and is not eligible for listing in the National Register, 
such as a parking lot, etc. 
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The building -i.s 0 -, 1 stor:,c bric}~ -comr::c;-c:iaJ 
structure with ::i shingJcd g.tblr~ rooC, The :~ccond floor 
has three brickcJ-jn 1:i1H~o1.-s \\i tl1 sec!,lil;C'.ntal 1--:;1ieving 
arches. On the H!ain floo1 is a se~;nent[]Jly a.rched double 
door. Along the side 1rnJls are buttrP-sses. },n iron bar 
runs across the facade; it is attaclicd to the building by 
~ decorative leaf-shaped bolts. 
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