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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

.. ~~er •• ,,. .; ..... c: ••• .. -.. .. - .. 

::.<> .,......,~ rt' 
.1- - • -· - - ' 

. _ ,. ~ t' ~Yo\,... _, ~ - ... 

Ellic ~~t , ~~ .,..1~0 hi ~ 2urvey cf the t~undaries of the 

Li Gt~ict cf Cclu~bia , cs~e t~ rcu!h the ~rc ~erty, clearing 20 feet on 

ei:ich s1:e cf the 'bcun~ery line and 9l~ced the bound~ry stone 1~E 7 . en 

Au·;us t 24, 1814·, this q.,W!e.t l'H~d and area t•1here the Battc:ry st:t~1s 
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rte~ 7 Cesc~irt:cn (ccntinued) p9~e 2 

v>\\'J' 
------be c a~e a =attle field u9c~~the British forces intent on inv~d1ng 

,-... the Nations Capitol engaged t he A":ler1ca~ defe~ders. I n 1861., the 

~ 
. 
" 

land was ~eized ty the United States ~ove~n~ent as a lccaticn f er 

Battery Jai;escr. and Fort Lincoln . The -iajori t:; of sts.n:.i~g ti-:ibe~ 

on the or-'?erty was fell to ccnstruct the .cat t e r .v 9.nd to provide 

an unotstructed. view of the surrou:?"i:in~ si1e . The fences en the 

fqrT lq~d wss chc~;ed u p an1 tu~~e~ as firewood . The lower port!on 

areas f c r t!-.e ass e1bl1ng of the Union. Army ·. 

The remai!1s cf Battery J a'tleson is located in Bleck 8 so desi~nated 

fer the o~ttery by the ce~etery. The 1F.n1 set aside of apprcxi~ately 

one -=1.cre i: 'counde: by the fcll0wi?·i;; ce-etery nsie'1 streets : 
-;,.....,.... .. - .. _,.._~_ 
. .... .J. - ' 

e~try is ~~ir.ed cff cf Elade~stur~ iic~c . 

The re~a1nin~ section. of the Battery is the Southwest wing i~place-

the ~w~er . Tbe rri~i~al secti ~n cf t~is ~i~g 1-:l~ce~ent_measured 

2 12 . ? feet~~~ c~~tained fo~r ~un;orts an: can:.on. Thi~ secticn 

a~rears ~r~ar ~eaeuring 190 feet ~ith ~u~~rrts 1 and J re~aini~g 

~~d 7U~ ~c~t 4 is ~issin~. ?l~cef. irto ~un~orts 1 ~~~ J in 192~ 

we;e t wo cs:.;.c;.s: Civil War bronze ~e1iuo 12 ccunders rifled b~at 

howitzers \'Jhich wer~ designe1 by J chn A Dahl-·r en , the father of 

of AT.erica~ NBval Or~inance . Only 428 ~edium 12 ~cunders each weigh-

~ 1ng 880 pounds were made . One has the visible date of 186), one 

nu~bered 181 and the other 260. ~ese were placed by the pwners 1n 

atte"'!lpt to give color to a c1v11 war battery·. 
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Ite~ 7 ~eacrip~ion (conti~ued ) pa~e J 

The F~tire o~itin3l Battery i s descriced as fclJcws anc ~as 

loc~tec on t"e pres~nt ground owned by the Cemete~y: F~c~ the 

South west wing i~pl~ce~ent ~easuring 212 . 8 feet- thence travel 

( No~t~east 403 feet alon~ the ~reast work to an u~d~r~r~und qu~rters 
~ 

f~r tre ~fficers a~d quar~s, thence traveling Srutr.eas: 62 feet 

again 1lcng the breastwcrk to the ~ain gun i~~lace~ents ~~ich 

he~d ni~e JU~ports . T~is section ~easures 498.2 :eet ir. len~th . In 

thi~ sectic::n 2 gu:s faced Northwest , 2 ;u'!'".S faced :,c:rt l--: :.~rt~east, 

2 guns faced Northeast , one faced North Nortbwest, a~d 2 faced 

The ~resert re~ai~s of thE batt~ry hss tr.e rear trFYC~ ~re~ filled 

l!! . Muc': c:' t~1e terracing off Pct de~i~~e~ "::/ tre =!"" -· ~;.Fers is st1:.1 

.. : - : ·. 1 ·" . -. . - . , ..... ~ .. .. r .. .. 4 

.• .~ . . . 
s~-.es u;~grd fer twc feet ; t~e rear ICrti ·~ s:c~es dc~n 

... 
4 feet, fl.: t"'!"S 

'~ t·,,.· •. .; ·.- ... ,,. : 
for J fee:: ~"'c sl~ ~ e~ fr ~ 5 feet-tbe t~~~c~ area is 

-c~·s'~Q 0 ~~~~ch) . .. -., - " - .... . 

~.·~ .. ~- ~-'-l 1_r~- ir .. • T~ •~ t' - r:e E''J.!' r·w-r ... '•135 ~c:t -:r :!.ed but lef~ :.-: its 

p~rt 2. ~ flg- pole wss added to the re~r grea tr ~oTi~~ vi~itors 
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SPECIFIC OATES 1862 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

i~ ~~= U ~ic~ Jefe~ses ~~ 11~ tr - ~-tee~ the c ~ ital city fr~~ att~ ck 

':y 

~ ·- _ .. l ~ 

. i ... -: - -·: 

... 1 1 " 
• • t 

. ,- - "" 

.. -

.. -.· .... •""'•. i .. -.... 

,... ....... ... . 
,, I t.. .. 

: - :·;.: s 

:]~ Y-- it :-1a :: 9. st,. : .. ··: ali t y. As 

c :::site : (" U~t ~/er~c-~ . F.fte::- :he 1ilit::i"'y .. ~; s ·-i.st;7-=' ~t t he :=;9.ttle cf ~ull 

~·.rn , O!"l July 20 , 1861, it t:r:>c::i""e 3.~ll~~'.t'."'l:ly c~e~r t:v:. t ::c 1iraculous 

c:urvival . :'~e de~e~se of :.:·f' :~ation ' s Ca· ital W"3S ess 0 .-+:i3.l tc· the success 

of t~e Unl~n ca~seo 

On July 27.i. f.iaj'or Ge~eral E IfoClelJ !3.n l!l.~SU""ed su1-re t:ie co:i"!snd of the Union 
CONTINUE uN SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ite~ 8 Si~nificance(continued) Pa~e 2 

Army and began an accelerated prc~ram of reorganizat i on ar.d recuilding . 

1e of his first tasks was the f~rtification of the oaF1tal city . 

McClellan ordered his chief eng1neer , Major General John Gross Barnard 

t o begin i~~ediate clear ing cf woodlar.d tc the South of the city and 
• . , 
construction of fortifications . Ey 1865, defenses included 68 forts , 

sup~orted by 93 detached batte r ies for field guns , 20 'Diles of rifle 

pits and covered ways , wooden bl ockhouses at three key points , 32 ~iles 

of ~ilitary road, several stockade tridgeheads , ar.d fcur advance picket 
-

stations . Alon~ the circumference of the 37 mile circle of fortifications 

were emplace~ents for a total of 1501 field a~c seige guns , of which 

807 guns a~d 98 ~ortars were in place . 

Shortly , after ~cClellan assu~ed com~qnd of the Union Army , the area in 

Jr~anized ard already established Union conti~gents . CnE ca~p , which 

i ncluded the norther!l!Ilo~t. portion of the · ce~etery, the duel ing g~o~~ds , 

~;ea north ~as ne~1:natEd CaT.p U~ion . Into this ca~p C ~-p - - the ?irst 

ar~ Eleverth ~assachusetts , the 8ec0nd ~ew Ha~shire , and the 26th 

Pennsylvania Regi~~nt, all cf which were for~ed into a brigade under the 

CCT!jan1 of Ge~eral Joseph Hooker . According to re _ i~ent~ l records , they 

pitched thei~ te~ts "upon the old battlefield , a~1 the old due ling grcunds 

wePe ~itr.i~ their l ines and ~roved admirabl y adspted for tar;et pr actice ." 

Thus , tr.e .·ite of the 3attle of Bladensburg once mor e becare an ar~e1 ca~p 0 

To the West of Ca~p U~ion, occupyi~g an area of 100 acres between the 

tur npike and the railroad , lay a second enca~p~ent,Ca~p Casey , whi ch 

quarte red the 45th Pennsylva~1a Volunt eers, t he Fourth Rhode I sland 

~rolunteers, the 4lth Pennsylvania Volunteers and the F1ft h New Ha~sph1re 

Volunteers. 



Item 8 Significance (continued) pa~e 3 

en the forenoon of Au~ust 25 , 1861 , . Preside~t Linco ln, wi~h secretaries 

Seward anc Welles , journeyed to Bladensburg to r eview the t r oops. On 

A~~ust 26th, ground was br oken for Fort Lincoln , a fo r tification built 

by. Hooker ' s Brigade • 
. 

-- Fort Lincoln , located i n the Di strict of Colu~bia , was placed at a 

strate5ic point overlooking the extensive valley for~ed by the Eastern 

Branch and its tributarie s , a nd co~mand ing the Baltimore turnpike , t he 

railr.oad , and several mi nor roads wh i ch, passing through or near Bladens-

burg , l~d into Washin~ton . 

On February 27 , 1862 , the Second Pennsylvania Vet~ran Heavy Artillery 

took over duty at the follow i ng Forts : Linc oln , Bunker Hill , Saratoga , 

and Trotten . TI'le re ~i~e~tal headque~ters was established at Fcrt Lir.c oln , 

the l a r gest of the Forts at th&t ti~e. On Xarch 10th , this re gi~e~ t 

assu-ed ccntr:l cf ~11 fortifications on ~~e ~~rth side cf ~~e cl~~ cf 

"~····-: 1 ~62 .. ,, "'l. -~ J • ., l -" s - ... - ' .., . - c' '~: h 

and assu~ed co~~and of the regi~e~t . In additi c n to strengt~e:.ing tr.e 
.• ,,,,..\_ • ,. __ , : • ';1.. • .. # ;.:: ... 

f0rtific~ticns at Fort Linc~ln , the Second Pennsylvania Veternan Heavy 

Artillery alsc co~strcuted a li~e of rifle pits near the Ve itch ' s 

residence , w~ich was located near the s~ringhouse and no l onger exi sts 

today. The re~i -ie!1t was also credit w1 th re fortcfy ing F')rts i•iassachuse tts 

and Slocum . Fort Kassachu~etts was l~ter na~ed Fort Stevens . It was at 

Fort Stevens that President Linccln viewed the unsuccessful attack of 

Confe-jerate General Jubal El:irly , ·..:ho was atte1r·t1ng t o ca~ture the 

nations ca~itol . ~ilitery histo~1ans generally a~ree that , had it not 

been for the forsisht of Colonel Gibson in r einfor cing these two f orts • 

General Ear ly cculd ha ve, i n all probability successful ly reached 

Washington . 

Jlonel Gibs on's Second Pennsylvania Veternam Artillery als~ built 

Battery Ja~eson. The following detachments of troops were detailed from 

Port Lincoln to man the new tac111t7: Companies P,G,H,L,M, which 
. .. 



Ite~ 8 S1gn1fic~nce (co~tinue~) page 4 

a~ounted tc approximate l y 117 men. 

Tr· com~letion of Battery Ja~eson, a powerful ccncentr~tion of artillery 

reinforcing Fort Lincoln, was reported in a Blue Ribbon Com~ittee 

ass~ssment of fortifications protecting the nation's capital. The report 
• . 

in a two ~onth ~eriod between l ate October and Dece~ber.1862 . Battery 

Ja~eson was na~ed afte r Brig . General Charles D Ja~eson, United States 

Volunteers , who was in the battle of Bull .aun and who distinguished 

himselr at the tattles of Willia~sburg and Fair Oaks . He died on 

Nove~ber~6 , 1862, of typhoid fever contracted in the field . 

Soon after Colonel Gibson tock co~~and , he also organized frc~ the 

enli sted ranks a ba~d of ~usicians . Under the direction of Professor 

Perrie , this ba:.c soon g~ined favor with President Linccln an: was 

.L :-... '\ l vi :,~'" to Fort Lincolnand :aattery Jameson , after their 

•: .. const~ction, it is highly .l~ke:l:Y . . that .he did mak~ -r§Uch a visit. on 

Dece~ber 15, 186), durin~ a Grand Review of batteries at Ca~p 3erry 1 on 

the Sladfnsbur~ Road near Fort Lincoln . 

Cn ~:ay 6 , 1865, Brigadier Ger. Rich~rd Delafield re ported to the 

Secretary of Wa r th~t 51 f orts a:.d bat:eries shculd b~ retired, hcweve= 

~e di~ reco~~e:.~ several shculd re~ain of which Fort Li~coln wa s one.It 

was hi;;hly likely it a.lsc encluded Battery Ja::ieson. It was however , 

cy Ji..;ly 14 , 186!1 that Del9.fiel:. clofie-d t~e bock en all Fcrts :; b;i batter-

ies , havi~~ successfully retirlr:~ :~ny in 1865 . Thus, by 1866 the 

Fcrt Linc~ln a~~ Eattery Ja~escn's fortifications were retired and 

freedom was once ~ore returned to the nation. 
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