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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 1883 

Building Name: -'-'-Ho=--1.:....:d:....:e::..:..n:_:...:H-=-o-=-us=--e=-------------------­

Locat ion: 4110 Gallatin Street, Hyattsville, Maryland 

Private/Residential/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The Holden House is a two-story frame house with a 11 t 11 shaped plan 
and a complex roofline. The house stands on a town lot, in the Hyatts­
ville National Register Historic District. It is notable for its steeply 
pitched roof, two-story, semi-octagonal east bay, decorative features such 
as crossed trusses in the gables and gable dormers, and sawtoothed ver­
tical siding in the upper gables. The main facade has entrance in the 
third bay through a double door with a stained glass transom. The two 
windows to the west of the entrance are floor-to-ceiling double casement 
windows surmounted by stained glass transoms, flanked by louvered shutters. 
The first story is sheltered by a three bay, hipped roof porch which wraps 
around the east and west sides of the building. Some second story windows 
are 2/2 double hung wooden sash with segmental arched heads. ·The four bay 
east facade is dominated by a two story semi-octagonal bay projecting from 
beneath a cross gable. The interior of the Holden House has an east side 
hall with one west parlor and two north parlors. The kitchen is to the 
rear, in the north wing of the house. 

Significance 

The Holden house is an outstanding example of vernacular stick style 
Victorian architecture. Particularly notable are the scissors trusses 
decorating the cornices of the gable ends and gable dormers. The Holden 
house was built in 1883 for Frederic Augustus Holden, a bureaucrat in the 
Federal Government's General Land Office and a Hyattsville Town Commis­
sioner shortly after the town's incorporation in 1886. The ho~se was one 
of the first built in Wine and Johnson's First Addition to Hyattsville. 
It was built by George N. Walker, an active contractor and builder in 
Hyattsville. It is possible that the Holden House is a pattern-book 
house, no catalogue design has been identified at this time, however. 

Acreage: 15,000 square feet 
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Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic ·Holden House 

and/or common Schopf - Seigler House 

2. Location 

street ft number 4110 Gallatin Street - not for publlCatlon 

clty,town Hyattsville _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryl and county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Statua Present u-
_X_ occupied _museum 

_park 

Category 
_di~ 

_x_ building(•) _structu,. 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_X_ prtvate 
_both 
Pullllc Acq• I ™on 
_lnpracH• 
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_work In progrea 
Aac1Hlble 

- agriculture 
_ commercial 
_education .. 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

_x_ private residence 
-. _ religious 

- yes: reatrtcted 
~ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ scientific 
betng con•ldenld 

X not applicable 
- transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Paul Schopf/Jane Seigler 

strwt&number 4110 Gallatin Street telephone no. : 

ctty, town Hyattsville state and zip code Maryl and 20781 

5. Location. ot Legal Description 

courthouee, regl•try of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 5179 

~~ain Street folio 128 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Prince George's County Histor<ic Sites and Districts Plan 

cl8te July 1981 - federaf _ state _x county 

depo9ttoryforsurveyrecord• History Division, JV!-NCPPC, Riverdale, Maryland and 

clty,town Historic Preservation Commission, Rm 4010, CAB, Upper ~ar~o, ~d. 20772 

local 
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7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good _,.., 

Check one 
- deteriorated - Unlltter.d 
_ ruins .....lL. alter9d 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ origln11I site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G.#68-17 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descri.ption of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Aolden House is a two-story frame house with a "t" shaped plan. 
The roofline is complex. The front section of the house is hipped with a 
mid-section of cross-gables, and the rear a gable wing. The house is set 
on a town lot, fronting on the north side of Gallatin Street in the Hyatts­
ville National Register Historic District. The house is notable for its 
steeply pitched roof, two-story, semi-octagonal east bay, decorative 
features such as crossed trusses in the gables and gable dormers, and 
sawtoothed vertical siding in the upper gables. 

The three bay south (main) facade has entrance in the third (east) 
bay through a double door with a long rectangular glazed panel in the 
center of each door, and a stained glass transom. The wide board door 
surround has a raised crown molding. The two windows to the west of the 
entrance are floor-to-ceiling double casement windows of three panes each. 
These also are surmounted by stained glass transoms and have a surround 
identical to that of the entrance door. The windows are flanked by 
louvered shutters. The first story is sheltered by a three bay, hipped 
roof porch which wraps around the east and west sides of the building. 
The low wooden porch floor is set on brick piers interspaced with wood 
lattice. The porch roof is supported on square wood posts. 

The second story windows are 2/2 double hung wooden sash with seg­
mental arched heads. The louvered wooden shutters also have segmental 
arched heads. The window surrounds have a flat triangular lintel with a 
raised crown molding. The west two windows are combined into a double 
window and are surmounted by a cross gable with overhanging eaves dec­
orated with a long, crossed truss. The raking cornice has a raised crown 
molding. The lower portion of the truss meets and joins the rake board 
and has a decoratively cut end. There is a diamond shaped window centered 
in the upper gable, which is sided with vertical board siding with lower 
ends cut in a sawtooth pattern. This creates a decorative, jagged band 
across the widest expanse of the gable. 

The roof of the Holden House is covered with black asphalt shingle. 
The deeply overhanging eaves have a raised crown molding along the 
roofline. The house is sided with horizontal lapped bqard siding with 
corner boards, and is set on a brick foundation. 

The four bay east facade is dominated by the second bay which is a 
two story semi-octagonal bay projecting from beneath a cross gable. 
Windows in the bay are 1/1 sash with narrow board surrounds. There is 
vertical board wainscoting below the first story windows. The lintels on 
the first story interconnect to form a string course. The bay has a 
frieze and a boxed cornice. The cross-gable has the same diamond-shaped 
window and crossed truss as that on the main facade. 
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Description (continued) Section 7 Page 

The south two bays are 2/2 sash windows with flat board lintels and 
louvered shutters. The main entrance 
porch wraps around the north bay on the facade. Above the cornice 
line is a gable dormer with a 2/2 sash window and a crossed truss and 
decorative, sawtoothed vertical board siding in the upper gable, similar 
to that on the cross gable • A dormer is also set on the south side 
of the east-facing two-story semi-octagonal bay. 

The four-bay west facade has two bays in a central cross gable 
with the same decorative truss work and siding as that on the main and 
east sides. The gable has a double window with segmental arched heads on 
the second story, with the same detail as that described on the main 
facade. The front porch crosses the south bay and stops where it meets 
the projecting cross gable. The porch shelters a floor-to-ceiling window 
similar to those on the main facade. The south bay is surmounted by a 
gable dormer with the same_ detail and placement as that on the east facade. 
There is also a dormer on the south side of the projecting cross 
gable. 

The west facade has a vertical seam up the wall just north of 
the second bay. This is the only tridication that the rear wing of the 
house may have been completed in two sections. There is a small rectangu­
lar window between the first and second story level, that lights a rear 
stairway. Window v~riations on the rear wing include two 6/6 sash 
windows and a 1/1 sash window, indicating change over time. 

The two bay north gable end has a rear entrance in the east bay. The 
upper gable is covered with asphalt shingle and has two small square sym­
metrically placed six light windows. An interior corbelled brick chimney 
rises from the gable peak. The raking board has a crown molding and 
decorative cut ends like those throughout the building. 

The interior of the Holden House has an east side hall with one west 
parlor and two north parlors. The kitchen is to the rear, in the north 
wing of the house. 

The open string stair is set immediately in front of the entrance 
door, and rises along the east wall of the house. It turns go 0 at a land­
ing between the first and second story, turns go 0 once again and rises 
along the west wall of the stair hall to the second floor. The stair ends 
have fan brackets. The balusters are turned on the upper and lower 
portions and have a central rectangular section. The newel post is approx­
imately four and one-half feet in height, roughly square in cross-section, 

2 
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set on a diagonal. The newel has decoratively cut edges, a diamond-shaped 
incised flower design on each of its three outer faces and is surmounted 
by a large knop. The spandrel is panelled with vertical boards. The base­
boarding running up the stair and throughout the house has a center banded 
section and a cap and base molding. 

The entry door surround has wide banded molding with bulls-eye corner 
blocks. This surround is repeated on doors and windows throughout the 
house. The flooring is narro~, oak boards of uniform width. 

The entry to the west parlor from the stair hall has high double 
doors of three panels each. The west parlor is lighted by the two south 
windows with stained glass transoms. There is a narrow cornice molding 
which ~s repeated in the northwest parlor. 

The northwest parlor has a corner hearth in the southeast corner of 
the room. Double turned spindels with an incised raised floral design 
support brackets which support the mantel shelf. The. mantel surround has 
incised bands, a scalloped molding along the frieze, and a circular 
incised flower on the face of the two brackets supporting the mantel shelf. 
Around the square hearth opening glazed tiles depict scenes from Shake­
speare plays. The hearth floor is also tiled. 

High double doors provide entry from the northwest parlor into the 
northeast parlor or dining room. The rest of the doors in the house are 
lower, five-panel doors. There is a wooden plate rail encircling the 
dining room at the level of the lower door heads. The semi-octagonal bay 
in the east wall has a window in each of its three faces, with very wide 
sills. 

The large north wing is entered through a door in the northwest 
corner of the dining room. The floor plan of the wing is irregular and 
bears evidence of the moving of room partitions and additions of rooms 
·over time. The north wing contains a small hall with a flanking pantry 
and bath. The kitchen is directly to the north or rear of this small hall. 
There is an enclosed rear stair in the southwest corner of the kitchen. A 
division down the center of the ceiling is evidence of the room being 
enlarged. There is some original vertical wainscot panelling on the walls. 
The banded door surrounds with bulls-eye corner blocks in the kitchen are 
recent reproductions. 

The second story has a bedroom over each of the three parlors and a 
bedroom and bath over the kitchen. The same flooring, base boarding and 
door and window surroundings are continued on the second story. There are 
two curved walls, used in the floor plan of the second story, an outward 
curve between the hall and the east bedroom and an inward, concave curve 
between the hall and the northeast, rear bedroom. The main stair rises to 
the third story which has three finished rooms and a large unfinished 
attic. 

P.G.#68-17 
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8. Significance Survey No. P.G.#68-17 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-1~1499 
_1500-1599 
-1~1899 

-1~1199 
.2.c1~1899 
-1~ 

Are- of Slgniflcm1e• Check and Justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric: _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _ conMJVation - law - science 
_ agrtcutture _economics _ literature _ sculptunt 
_x architecture _ education _ military - saclaU 
_art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ con'n•ce _ •xptoratlonl•ttlement _ philosophy _ u..ter 
_ communatkM• _Industry _ poHticalgovemment - tninaportatton 

- !mention 4::-:: other .. (spcicify) 
1ocal h1stor 

Specific dat- 1883 BuilclewlArchitect George N Wa J ker h1 •; 1 dir 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

A B_C_D 

A_B C_D EFG 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a genera1 statement of history and 
support. 

The Holden house is an outstanding example of vernacular stick style 
Victorian architecture. Particularly notable are the scissors trusses 
decorating the cornices of the gable ends and gable dormers. The use of 
large, showy gable trusses is relatively rare in Prince George's County. 

The Holden house was built in 1883 for Frederic Augustus Holden, a 
bureaucrat in the Federal Government's General Land Office. Holden also 
se.rved as a Hyattsville Town Commissioner shortly after the town's incorp­
oration in 1886.1 The house was one of the first built in the subdivision 
called Wine and Johnson's First Addition to Hyattsville, platted in 1882. 

·It was built by George N. Walker, an active contractor and builder in 
Hyattsville~ also responsible for the Catholic Church there, constructed 
in 1887.2 · 

It is possible that the Holden House is a pattern-book house, the 
plans purchased from one of the catalogs of house plans available during 
the late 19th century. Such catalogs were offered by companies that 
supplied blueprints of dwellings at low cost, which could then be given to 
a contractor for the construction of a home. No catalogue design has been 
identified for the Holden house at this time, however. 

The house passed in 1894 to the ownership of Ellen F. Holden, a 
daughter of Frederic A. Holden. In 1913 it was conveyed to John G. 
Holden, son of Frederick A. Holden, employed as a banker. The house was 
sold from the Holden family in 1926 and has had three long-term ownerships 
since that date.3 

Notes 

1 The Evening Star, November 3, 1887, reprinted in Prince George's Post, 
Souvenir Supplement, October 6-8, 1961; Hyattsville Independent, October 
10, 1936. 
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2 Seccion 8 Page __ _ 

2 Ibid; Prince George's County Plat JWB 1:286, 1882; and United States 
·Census, Prince George's County, District #2, 1900. 

3 United States Census, Prince George's County, District #16, 1910, #313; 
and Land Records of Prince George's County, Deeds, JWB 1:755; JWB 2:671, 
JWB 30:466, 97:205, 260:322. 
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26 Oct 1979 
Deed 

3645:675 
10 Oct 1968 
Deed 

1121 : 350 
5 May 1949 
Deed 

397:173 
16 Oct 1933 
Deed 

391 :264 
24 Jan 1933 
Deed 

260: 322 
7 Aug 1926 
~/ftg 

97:205 
26 Aug 1913 
Deed 

J':rB#30 :466 
13 Dec 1894 
Deed 

CHADI n~·' l'ITLE 

HOLDEN BOUSE 

P • G • ir 6 8-1 7 

Dale Hutton to Paul Schopf and Jane 
Seigler; lots 32 & 33, Wine & Johnson's 
1st addition to Hyattsville (plat Book A #19) 

Edna \'lal ters (surviving tenant of Ray 
·,val ters) and R. Eugenia Walters to 
Dale Hutton; lots 32 & 33 

Laura Purdun to Ray and :Sdna '.;'/alters, 
lots 32 & 33 (Laura is surving tenant of 
Smith '.'/. Purdum) 

Harry &: T.Carvet ·',e Boswell to Smith -.'!. & 
Laura Purd'..lIIl, lots 32 & 33 

George Coleburn , assignee of 8ortcoge, to 
Harry Boswell; after mortgage by Holden 
family to .Alice Ditch; lots 32 & 33 

Gertrude, John, Dorothy and Pa.Xton I:-iolden 
(heirs of ,Job..n G. Holden, dece8sed) to 
Alice Ditch , lots 32 & 33 

Augustus &: Adalyn Holden to John G. 
Holden, lo--cs 32 & 33, ·nhich parties of 
first part received from the estate o~ 
3llen F. Bolden 

Augustus & Adalyn Holden to 3llen F. 
Holden; lo"ts 32 & 33 in Johnson & '.'fine's 
1st adJition to Hyattsville 

and release, 1885 and 1894 

Deeds of trust, 1884 

J'NB:il2 : 6 71 
2 Jan 1884 
Deed of rrust 

J'NB"f1 : 755 
5 Apr 1883 
Deed 

Aucustus G: Annie (1s~ ·uife) IIolden to 
:Jenjarnin G-1 .. w 3.nd John ~T. ·1ialker; where~.s 
Augus":;us Holden is indebted to George N. 
'Nalker for :;)1550, so this de.~d in trust to 
Guy & ~alker, lots 32 & 33 

George Johnson & Louis Wine to 
Augustus Eolden; lots 32 & 33 on Ralston 
Ave. of Joh11son & '.Vine's 1st addition to 
Hyat-'csville. 
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PRIXCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

H l STCRIC SITES SL~~o\.'\ARY SP.££T 

P.G. County Survey ~ 68-17 Da:e 1870 - 1890 

B..:i lding Na::~ Schopf- Siegler House 

Location 4110 Gallati n Street , Hyattsville, Md. 

Open to Pub!. ic yes ~ no 

The schopt-si0gler hou~e is a two-and-o~c-ha lf story frame 

house . The main (south) facade is three ba::·s '.·:ide \dth a 

transorned entrance \in the third bay . 'l'he s~eeply pitched 

roof has a d~corative scissors truss in the frc~t gable . 

The trusses are repeated in smaller scale i:-. ot1er gables, 

including those in attic dormers. A singl~ story porch ~n ­

closes the main facade and half of the west facade . Full 

height French doors with stained glass transJms provide access 

from the living room . 

The interior contains a spectacular Eas~lake style mantel 

wi th tiles depicting Shakespearean plays. A dining room on the 

east side of the house has typical Eastlake ;olding as well 3S 

s ing le louvered interior shutters. The sh~t~ers fold into 

recessed boxes . 

The Schopf- Siegler house is a s i gnif ican~ example of the 

Carpenter Golhic or stick style of vernacular building, and is 

in good condition. The scissors trusses are relatively rar e 

in Prince Georgt 1 s County. 

Priv/occ/res/gooc 

...... , -;.r- __ .. ·~ . 

. ·~ 
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PRESENT USE 
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_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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_ Mil TARY 
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- YRAllSPOR 9 A TIO' 

_()THE!\ 

STATE I Zl.p code 

Liber · : 5179 
1 "3 Folio =: ._ 

C oT1. TO.,\:-. STATE 

l.-""'~e:- · :~r: .... oro . . d . 

fl[) REPRESENTATION !N EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 
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STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION 

~XCELLENT 
_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_()£TERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.J'ALTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I F KNOWN) PHYSICAL A PPEARANCE 

:'he Hold ~n house is a -:;..-10- n.nd- one- half s "tOr'J :fr'l:!le 

hous~ . ·:h~ nain (south) i'acad.J is three bays v1ide v1i-h a 

tr?nS')med en r,rance in ths t~ird br-i:r . ~he stee.Jl~; ?i tch.)d 

r oot has a decorati-r~ scissors 4;ru3S in -;;he 2'ronv ~able . 

Th~ truss~s ar~ rep~ar.ed in smaller seal; in ovner gables , 

i ncluding tihos ~ in at ';ic dor .. 1ers . A sin ·1~ s -,ory oorch an­

closes t:n ~ :'lain ::'ac8.de end. ?" ·:i:; of .:;he :;:::-st und ·:1est 

fac_.:.des . .:"ull hei hi; .:'."renc~ doors wi-;;h stained gla.-;s 

tr:.mso~is provid~ ~CC33S fro~ the living roo~ • 
.:'he interior con;;aiLS a snec·;acular ~as·.;lake style 

man-;el ·;1i -ch til::s de:pic-;;inc:; Sf!.a1:~sper::.re _n 91~:·s . .\. d.inir:r; 

r oom on vl.::! sast side of t:u _ ... ouse i1as -;;n .. icr~l ..:as-;;l:::J.ce 

molding as 1ell as si~.;le lou~r.J· ·ed in .. erior sgu-ul;ers . 

shutters fold in:;') recessed bo.~..;S o 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SEEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400 1499 

_1500 1599 

_1600· 1699 

_1100 1799 

X.1800 1899 

_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANN•NG 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOM ICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

X-ARCMITECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMlJNICA TIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 1883 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEER1'4G 

_EXPLORATIO .. tSETILEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICSIGOVERNME"T 

BUILOER1ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

--SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAVHUMANITAR' 4 'I 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATrON 

_OTHER I SPECIFYJ 

:'he Holden house -;.s ouil;:; in 1883 : .:>r Aui:;us-;;u~ Hol uen 

oy Geo!'f"e ii]_ ker . 1 I"'; is a si --:n:.:fic·m ~ exa::i:'le of ·_:ie 
Car i ~ncer Gotnic or ~ti~k s~yle o~ vernacul~r oui lding , 
a~d i s in 600d condition . ..:11e scissors ;:;russes are r~l-

1. }ly:'!'!;t$Vill~ rn~l ~ u .:ndent ' 1 ) Oci:;ob 'r 1 J3o; 
J.d;;.=1 : 755 ; J 3 2 : ... 71 
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Dale Hut1ion t o ?aul Schopf and Jc.:ne 
Sei gler; lo:s 32 & 33 , .i::.ne & .Jo!:nsor.. ' s 
1s t ad.:lii; i on to E;rat'tsville (pl at 3ook A rf19) 

Edna .. !al-';ers (surviving ;enan~ o:: _:J..a;r 
",'/al t~rs) and 1. >..tge!'lia ./al -;er s to 
Dal e Hutton ; lo~s 32 & 33 

Laur a ?urd.u.-i to ::tav and ~~d!'la ·1a1 ter s , 
lots 32 & 33 (L'1'..Ara 'is sur-ri ng te!lan-.; of 
Smith '.'i' . Pur dum) 

Har ry .'.!-: ::arve t e 3oswell to Smith :: • & 
Laura :?u.r dun , lots 32 & 33 

Geor ge Col'? :;-1rn , assi v.ee o:: :""lOr"';&!" ~;e , "!:;o 
Harry nos·:;ell ; after -:or-;t;a:?;e b:; ::olden 
f~ly to :'.lice ::.·itch ; lo-:;s 32 i: 33 

Ger~rude , .Jo!'..n , Doro~!'ly a!~d ?axvon ::olden 
(h . . - ...... " ~- 1 • ,.l • ) .... ... e :..rs O- o .... ~ J • • :o_aen , ..... ece':!.Sea. .,o 
Al i c e Di~c~ , lots 32 & 33 

Aug1..<st1.;.s & '.d.al;fn :iolder: to t.1 c.:-_YJ. G . 
Hol~cn , lots 32 & 33 , ~.ich par\;ies o:: 
first par~ rnceived !rom t~e es;a;c o:: 
El len J' . ::olden 

Au;;ust•,s & tdalyn Hol~len -.;o =:lle:!'l ., • 
Hol den ; lo:s 32 : 33 in ·Tohnson::: ·11ne ' s 
1st ~d·i~io~ to ~ya~~sville 

. .. orti:;~ge a.'1d r ele:J.se , 1885 end 1894 

Deeds of ~ras": , 1854 

Auz-· . .tstus ?..: A~ie (1S"j .. ,i""'e) ::old.~n :;o 
:Je'!'l;::;;:in G·4;· ~!1rJ. Jo't-'1 ·~ . a.L.1.-cer ; ... ::~:?re s 

Deed of ,rust ~ .. u ;·~~s ~.ts :ioldc:-l is :.". i 0 0-:cC. -;o :ieor~t:) :: • 
~alker 'or ·1550 , so ~~is d~1d in :r1s\; to 

Gi..ly c.:: :all:cr , lo ::s 32 & 33 

... rr;:. · 1 : 755 
5 Apr 1883 
De~:i 

'JeQr0 e ··a·-~so!l & :.ouis ''ine :;o 
A~ustt;.s .o:.:i..m. ; ·:.o:s 32 & 33 on ~als:;on 
Av e . of .70·!..!.son .: ,'/ir.e ' s 1sc; aO..ii'.;ion -:o 
Eyat .,s..,.-LLla . 

I 





~~~~ CQnl.ro ... er- ,~e ~\:I~ felt '8&t by impoling 
~"""Jr" lmft"; promt2· ·e· slnde tax (In land. excess pro-
1'1 I el\·1c J,•ader clill" •lie, and fits c-oul~:lilore e'·L·nly distri-
11 a,·id -01Jp<:n~ri, lh,• ta., kgi~- buted by the go\·crnment and thus 
.!Ion; and _l. H. RaL;ton, .~ the .,enenl.J welfare would be more 
~nt of the Town commilTi?ll".'rs, "properly e;ervcd. 
1 attorney and the leading The reader can jmagint• how 
"Opon~nt of. the lilnglc-tax, en- thb; theory ~·as rcet-l\"ed In a coun­
i&cd Jn a lively -debate _on. f~_e try which hat! bt•cn built on rug­
aue which ~~lectl'rl the ~cl') ~s- ged indivlclualism and on the tradi­
~ and spirit of American m- Uon of manifest destiny! The book 
,·idualism. . . eaused nationwide reverberatlans, 
fNotl': I~ is rnte.restlng ~nd especially in the 1890's, the first 

1Lhcr amu»mg to note. that JUst. decade in which ·Americans had 
gbt yea.rs foJlo~;ng their de- had 11 chance to tltl'll from thl'lr 
1te on the tu issue, M1·. :Rabton endeavors of building a nation and 
·rved 1119 }.fl··. Lattn1't!lr's atwrney enjoy some leisure- tJme in which 
hen both men op~ a plan to to think as well as act as a na­
•lflt a bond issue to build a City- tlon well on its wa:r to the top. 
,.n<"d_ water supply system. And y t th . · 

b. <:Yen more interesting to e ett "ere many persons m 
>tc that their efforts failed Jn· the countiry who felt that the 
1e latter endeavor, and Hyatts- single tax system off-e-1-ed the be.>t 
Ue became the fir'!it city in the method of gathering public mon­
"ea to ha\'e iU; own water plant.> les on the local level Single-Ta" 
The theory of the single tax r~ups were orga.ntzed in many 

1 land, rather than on .impnive- ~Illes. throughout tb~ nation, and 
<"nt.s on real estate and on per- 1t Is perhaps llhe1r influence, 
·nal propt"rty, orlglnah.'<I In Pro- through tho many ~mphlet." 
'('If.~ ''·"•l Poi:ert!I by Henry which they p1·0~~· ."hich led 
eorgi•. Next to lht• wriUngs of a maJ<?1ity of the H)att.wllle Town 
arl l\.fan, p 1•1" 1rexx lllltl Por:erty Q:>~is...Ioneri. to !nact the .slngle­
as pcrhap~ th~ most contrO'l.·en;- taxleglsla!I~ Thursday, June 
I book produced In the latter 30, 1892. . 
ilf o( the 19th Century. lJ,eacUon ~o Uu.s act was not 

·Jong in conung. On TueM!ay, July 
Unlike Marx, Who spent 30 s. 1892, the Washington Evening 
•an in the b&Jieftl'ellt ot the star reported: 
rft111h. M~seum looking for hi~- "There appears to be some resi­
-rical ev1denee to ~upport his dents of Hyatt!>·viJle who do not 
llal('ctiClll.l mat.erlalhim'.' while believe tn the single tax, or, at 
.1nr off the mod.Pst ~1pend.s of any rate, arc not willing that 
embers of the middle-class their town, at a time when it is 
d1kh he f-elt should be done rapidly growing and needs lm­
\·ay Wi';h!!), Henry George was provements, should be made the 
1 Amencan newspapennan W:ho field of e.xperlment In taxation. 
1c~ ran for .the Mayor's office The following is being circulated 
fliew York C1~y. among citizens of .the town for 
Geor&-~ was, m the parlan~e of signatures: 
e pollucal scientli.1, a "Utopian," , . . . 
·.. hi.s was an original th~.sls We, the undersigned c1tt-
hkh had a fail· amount of in- zeru; of Hyatts\·llle, do here-
i.lencc on later tax reform, but ~Y suggest that a public meet-
e bulk of his theory flI"Oved un- mg of the ~.1tl:tens be _held In 
orkable under this country's the Hyatts\ ille Athl'lltic Cl~b 
ee enterprise sy.stl'm or econo- rooms on . Wertne.""X11y, tlie 6 .Ji 
lcs. Instant, at 8:30 p.m., for the 
His basic premis~ was that prh _ purpose of expre&;ing our dls-
e ownen.h.lp of land led to a approval ?f . the recent order 
sturbin~ phenomenon: tho . ..e who of a maJOrl ty at the to:wn 
vned land eventual!)· got more com~lssio~ers I~ . e"emptmg 
1d more, while those who did 8;11 Jmprm.en~nto from taxa-
>t. own land e\·entually became tion and to take i.uch steps 
>re impoverished and had little as may be neceasary to pre-
. no chance of ever owning land. vent the enforcement of. such 
He thus a<lv&<:at.ed the ~·cntual an orde~. A full meeting ts re-
1bUc ownership · of all land quested. 
.roup a system of taxation An account of 1he rpeeting pub-
IU<ih Wti, ·In uffec,, ool\fl!IC&tory. lWled in the Star Of July 7, 1892, 
e, almtg wit ti a ;plod number fBee BINOLE .. TAX ·page B·1BJ 

r\~\\..;,yk-ci 1"1 Seu"-<._._; __ · S.'-'\·y-G.. .. ~":'·t 
f,~~·u e.:.~"'"'":1:.i.'s. rc.")-z r 

Plus Marer lf Improvements, Natetf ·· Bati in 188:" · 
CORRESPGNDENCE OF 

THE EVEN'.J/µ.;.~~IL 
II.11ntt111·i/lr:, 11111. nP • .-1. 1HH7. 

"A "tN1cly mare o m1p1·0\<'· 
Jnt•nts and 1in('rcase in populalio11 
is gOlng Oil •11 this p'luc~·. 'flwre 
is a h•!all hr activity in hullcling, 
renting, land speculnt.lon, g1·adln~ 
ancl gcnc1-al improv<>ment. M1•..i;rs. 
Pdf'f' J. Ouffy and Chas. W. 
Lcannui·dll, the prop1·letor . .; of the 
American House, in Wa~hington, 
.and family, now operate the Guy 
Mansion, wruch they purchai;ed 
of B. F. Guy, Esq., three or four 
year.s ago. 

-Dr. H. S. Hall, of Uu~ Treasury 
Dt·1m1·1mcnt, L~ so contented with 
muntry life at Hyatt.wlUe, that 
ht• hoa,;li; of not ha\'lll& M-t•n 
Wasillngton hy gw;-llgh1 for three 
years. H. S. Bowml, of the Navy 
D1·1ia1·t11wnt, has been a re1ldent 
of Hyattsville for many ye&&'S. y, 
F. Baukhagt>a, of lht· Post OtflcP, 
hlls a 1rew hou.~c on the ...,,..st 
commanding spot of the village, 
buUt on the she of the Guilford 
Cottage, burned about two years 
ago. Feld« I. Hunter, of thr War 
Department, resides here at pre­
sent, but hiu; sold his place on 
Johnson avenue, and will move 
nto the city soon. F. A. Holden, 

formerly of the General Land Of­
fice, ha.-; a fine residence here, 
one of the ·nrsl built on the Wine 
& Johnson_plR!_, some four years 
go~ Johns:-stledd, of the ftrm of 
. ·s. Slll'dd & BmM., ll\'e~ in tht: 

lowl'r end of thP \illagto. George 
K Walkt'r, conh•11t•Lor end bulilder. 
brothl'I' of Major Walker or 
'W1tshlnglon, occupi<'ll a larace 
house on a commanding site In 
he upper part of the vllla,e. 

.. 
ye&r!i. :~ H. McEw!'n, durtni: · tbe · 
past ~1. ·fiL~ complt'ted one of 
tJle .tlrlttf~_nou:i.'~"' In tho place1 
ind .!IM 11t•t.lW" dl>Wn h<'re . ...All ..& 
1icrr.muent rtillctcnt. Georl(l' M. 
Sinlth, of the War Dt•partment, 
has lately bought a cott.a1e hne. 
J. M. Wood, after 11\ing hel'e ancl 
renUn1 here for aome lime put, 
n(l!W ~uples a house or hhi own. 
Nathan PlummN, ol the Depatt• 
ment of Justice, ha-. lt>asrd the 
farm of Dr. Dufour, just on the 
outskirts of the vlllage. Addison 
SmJth, Esq., the pa•-ent attorney,. 
hu a summer residence at tbi& 
place. The widow of G. N. Scboipf 
atJU occu~14Jhe old hom..wad. 
Friii.K""aii --~ Schoepf, !II 
~~!m)11)y o( tM Balt!mo'9 • 
Olllo Rallroad. and with &:Mf'pf, 
ClvU En11ne;r, make HyatUVille 
their home. . 8-:-Burn.icle. Of the 
Pn11t Office Df;partm~h1111 m&dt' 
Hyatlllrillt' his homt- for 110tnetime 
put, and he hali latl'ly purcllaNd 
a choice JocaUon fol' a hou.-, ant · 
wUl blilld In the c;ounil' of a v.r~ 
S. A. Holton, formerly of the Au· 
dl:tor's Office, resides on Locust 
avenue. Richard Whiting, ot thf' 
~ilwq- Mail Sen1ce, h&i aew.cl 
he1·e ~rmanentl:v, hr&\'i.111 bidh *'1 
attractive t"etldenaiw -~\ns .. tlle 
"Ravenswood" . .state. ~' c. 
WUson, of Uie. CtQJo1i5C1it:··~ 
Office; Thos. ' M.. Moran; .bf ~ 
War DepartlileDtj W. a -~ 
of the Secret Ben1ce; A..'. Ot18. 
ol the Surpon General'• Offlet-: 
E. R. McKean, real esta.te ei1Ut: 
Frank L. Evans, of the Ap1cuJ­
tural Department, and John B. 
Steman, of the Slitt.h Audit.or'& 
Office, al.M> own plea...ant homeS 
at thl! place. 

"The . Baltimore cl Ohio Rall­
road has latcl)· erected a hand­
snme waiting pavlllion or &heel 
on the west 8'de of the tnack for 
the accommodation of inrolnc 

paa.~engers. u 
"The Cathollc Church is being 

pushed rapidly foiward by the 
contractor, Mr. Walker, and will 
be a handsome edltlcii when com­
pleted. 

"A brick-yard has been in oper­
lltion here the put summ<'r. 

'The widow ·of C. C. Hvau, for 
whom iltts place Is named, still 
occuph.-s the large brick 01 ansio 
to Ulc w<'st -or the road as you 
enter ihc -.:lllage, and for the 
greater part of the yt>ar two of 
the llOns, .DI'. F1rank Hyatt, of 
K :.;tirect, Wa.shlngton, and Albert 
Hyatt, with Ti;chlfCt'1cy & Enrn.;, 
live at th<• old home,,.tt>u<I. SPlla .. -
tian Aman, Ute Ninth s1re1•1 l"t .. 'l>t­
aur1tteur. has one of th1• ha11<t­
somc.st 1>l1tces in the vi!lagoe, ed­
Jc lning the railroad station, and 
lives 'here with his family ·th 
greater part of the year.• ~c 
W........IJlcl<son, formerly county sur­
veyor, the ch·il -engineer and sur­
veyor, occupies a cottage near the 
railroad ('rosslng. D" Cb"rtr A. 
Wells livet; at "()pk I 41u;n'', a 
heautiful home located jn the 
heart 'Of the village. J. H. Rab­
L()n, Ei.q., of the firm oCHff!Wr 
and ·Ralston. Ww;hington, resides 
aC"WfnLJiru;t", a short distance 
from the station. Geo, H. Evans, 
patent attorney, associatl•d with 
Munn & Co., resldeti Ir. Ute upper 
part of town, and is said to ra".se 
the finest strawberries in Prince 
l\rt'or,ge~ County. F. H. Smith, of 
the firm of F. H. Smith & 3on, 
of WashingloR, lives on a fine ei.­
sta1e In thl· northwPsl c•1rne1· "r 
lhP village. I. D W.'Df', Of the 
firm of Johnson -& Wine, who i~ 
largely Interested •In real cstatl· 
here, Jivl's in the old "Ravens­
wood mansion," formerly occupied 
by!'t'Jr. J. B.-Bryan and built many 
years ago by Gov. Bowie. Newton 
Crawford, EsQ~;-soJlcifor of pat­
ents, .resides at die "Cedari.," and 
•hai; fQur acres of &"round undt-r 
superb cuUdvatJon. F. J. Gram­
lich, of the War Department, a 
connohscur fn frult.11 nower11 .and 
poultcy. has a home at this place. 

John A. Prince, of the Pens'on 
Office. occupies the old Fenner 
cottage on the pike: Mr. Fenner 
W'ho fcrmerly owned a latee tract 
oC land in the \'.Ula ~t.'. was a man or 
erratic habits, h11\·ing frequently 
considerable sums of money In 
his possession, and one night in 
1874 was murdl'red on the high­
way in the t.own. Th<' murderer 
was ne,·er discovered, Thoma'I A. 
I eclson, the jeweler, rents a house 
at this place, and contemnlates 
building next season. J. F. P11tter­
son, of the Sixth Auditor's Office, 
lives near the station. Wm. H. 
Fuller of tJie Qua1·terma;;ter Gen­
eral's Office, occupies a cottage 
on Locust anmue. R. P. Evan~~ 
of the firm of Tucker It Evans. 
occupi'f'S bis new hpnse, a half a 
m~t of the vll~ge, 
built on the site of hi& former 
re.sldence. which wqs destroyed by 
fire last winter. John Gib&on· of 
the Post Office DepartltM!nt, has 
been a resident here for several 
yeal"li. J. S. McFarland, of the A.d­
jutant-General's Office, owned a 
house near th<" crOlllllng, and has 
brought up quite a family in Hy­
attsville. W. H. Rlchardaon, of the 
Government PrinUng Of'tict. hu 
11\•ed Jn Hyattsville for many 

"A plank 111de..y,·al1', hair a mlle 
In J.ensth, Is to be laid soon In 
the main &treet of the viii •. 

"M•lroae," the former ~ · · 
f8etJ R11t1tttv0ft1 Homea "11· B·lfl • 
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Holden House 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
April 1987 
South, main elevation 
Neg: MD Historical Trust 

Annapolis, MD 





Holden House 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
April 1987 
East elevation 
Neg: MD Historical Trust 

Annapolis, MO 
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Holden House 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
April 1987 
Dining Room 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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