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Building Date: _18--'9_1 _______ _ 

Building Name: Lown House 

Location: 4107 Gallat1n Street, Hyattsville 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description 

The W.G. Lown House is a large two-story gable roof frame dwelling of 
irregular plan, set on a small knoll, fronting on Gallatin Street in the 
Hyattsville National Register Historic District. The house dates to 1891, 
and is characterized by its steeply pitched, cross-gabled roof. The five
bay north, main facade has a central projecting bay beneath a cross gable. 
At attic level is a tripartite window, a central 2/1 sash flanked by two 
fan-shaped windows. The upper gable is wood-shingled, with a wooden 
sunburst panel in the triangular gable peak. The rakeboard is wide and 
has a raised decorative molding with an interlocking chain design. The 
projecting central bay is flanked by an east and west entrance door. An 
entrance porch shelters the doors, crossing the projecting bay and wrap
ping around its east and west sides, forming a "U" shape. The porch has 
slender turned and chamfered posts, the crown-molded cornice overhangs the 
decorative frieze, which is cut to form pointed arches above each porch 
bay. Both entrance doors have two lower vertical rectangular wood panels 
and a large upper glass light surrounded by small square stained glass 
sidelights. The house is sided with narrow lapped wood siding with corner 
boards and roofed with black asphalt shingle. The gable roof slopes to 
the porch roof and is pierced by a dormer with a pyramidal cap. The 
interior has a roughly "t" shaped plan, with the west stairhall and east 
dining room flanking the long central living room. The kitchen is to the 
rear, in the south kitchen wing. 

Significance 

The W. G. Lown house is significant as a large, fine example of a 
Victorian suburban dwelling. It has been the home of several prominent 
residents of Hyattsville since its construction in 1890. William G. Lown 
purchased Lots 34 through 37 of Wine and Johnson's First Addition to 
Hyattsville in 1890 and the house was constructed soon afterwards at a 
cost of approximately $2,000. Lown was a coffee wholesaler, whose busi
ness, called the Greenleaf coffee and spice mills, was located at 7th and 
C Streets, S.W. in Washington, D.C. Lown sold in 1892 to Richard E. 
White, Secretary of a Building and Loan Association. He owned the Lown 
House through 1927 when it was acquired by Smith W. Brookhart, a United 
States Senator from Iowa. The Brookharts owned the Lown House through 
1944 and may have completed the remodeling dating from that period. 
Despite ca. 1940's alterations the house has much original Victorian 
detail on the interior and exterior. 

Acreage: 15,450 square feet 
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Survey No.P.G.#68-35 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the reaource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The W.G. Lown House is a large two-story gable roof frame dwelling of 
irregular plan, set on a small knoll, fronting on Gallatin Street in the 
Hyattsville National Register Historic District. The house dates to 1891, 
and is characterized by its steeply pitched, cross-gabled roof. 

The five-bay north, main facade has a central projecting bay beneath 
a cross gable. The bay has two 2/1 double-hung wood sash windows at first 
story level, with board surrounds, a wide board lintel with raised crown 
molding, and louvered wooden shutters. Centered at second story level is 
a triple window of 1/1 sash. In the upper gable, at attic level, is a 
tripartite window, a central 2/1 sash flanked by two fan-shaped windows. 
The upper gable is wood-shingled, with a wooden sunburst panel in the 
triangular gable peak. The rakeboard is wide and has a raised decorative 
molding with an interlocking chain design. 

The projecting central bay is flanked by an east and west entrance 
door. A three-bay one-story entrance porch shelters the entrance doors, 
crossing the projecting bay and wrapping around its east and west sides, 
forming a 11 U11 shape. The porch has slender turned and chamfered wood 
posts supporting the flat porch roof. The crown-molded cornice overhangs 
the decorative frieze, which is cCJt to form pointed or Tudor arches above 
each porch bay. The porch has a low wooden floor set on brick piers inter
spaced with wood lattice. 

Both entrance doors have surrounds similar to the windows. Both have 
two lower vertical rectangular wood panels and a large upper glass light 
surrounded by small square stained glass sidelights. Both are surmounted 
by a transom covered by a paneled board. The facade is asymmetrical, as 
the east end has a window adjacent to the entry door, and the west end 
does not. 

There are three bays at second story level, a double 2/1 sash window 
on the east, a triple window in the central projecting bay and on the 
west, the gable roof slopes to the porch roof and is pierced by a dormer 
window. The small dormer has a modern, two-light window and is surmounted 
by a pyramidal cap. 

The house is sided with narrow lapped wood siding with corner boards. 
It is roofed with black asphalt shingle and rests on a brick foundation. 

The three-bay west gable end has a central 2/1 sash window situated 
between first and second story levels, lighting the interior stair land
ing. There is a 2/1 sash window centered at attic level. The upper gable 
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is shingled, like the cross-gable on the main facade. The northern half 
of the rakeboard is wide and repeats the decorative molding used on the 
front gable. The brick foundation is visible on this facade. 

The east facade is a narrow, one-bay gable end with double 2/1 sash 
windows at first and second story levels, and·a centered, attic level same 
sash window. The upper gable is shingled and has the decorative sunburst 
in the gable peak, and rakeboard used on the north and west gables. 

The south, rear facade has a rear entrance to the main stairhall, in 
the west bay, beneath the long sloping roof overhang. The facade is domi
nated by a two-bay two-story cross gable with an attached two story gable 
kitchen wing. 

The cross gable is shingled in the south gable peak and has an attic 
level six-light window. Attached on the southeast portion of the facade 
is a low two-story, two-by-two bay gable wing which houses the kitchen. 
The wing is set on a brick foundation and has the same siding and window 
treatment as the main block. There is a rear entrance in the southwest 
bay and a bulkhead cellar entrance centered below the south facade. A 
seam up the south wall between the first and. second bays indicates some 
alterations to the kitchen wing after its initial construction. An 
unusual feature of the wing is the asymmetrical gable roof slope. The 
west plane slopes down to first story level, while the east plain is quite 
short and stops at second story level. The two bay east facade of the 
wing has 2/1 sash windows at first and second story level. 

The interior of the Lown House has a roughly "t" shaped plan, with 
the west stairhall and east dining room flanking the long central living 
room. The kitchen is to the rear, in the south kitchen wing. 

The west entrance door is into the small stairhall. The stair opens 
to the right of the entry door, rises two steps to a dogleg turn, rises 
along the west wall of the hall, and doglegs once again to the second 
floor. The open-string stair was undergoing renovation and missing some 
of its balustrade. The turned, tapering balusters are set two to a step. 
There are chamfered posts sunnounted by circular knobs at the stair turns. 
The turned newel post is set on a chamfered base and has a chamfered upper 
section and is sunnounted by an oval knop. The stair crosses the first 
story west window. The wide baseboarding witj a cap molding continues up 
the stairway to the second floor. 

The door and window surrounds are a wide plan molding with an inner 
and outer raised edge, and corner blocks. A wide arched opening leads 
from the stairhall to the central living room. The arch looks like an 
alteration from what was originally a doorway. 

2 
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The central living room runs the length of the house from the north 
to the south. A hearth, altered by a large random fieldstone mantel, is 
on the east wall of the room. Moldings in this central room have three 
wide flat bands and bull •s-eye corner blocks. A four-panel door with~ 
transom in the west wall of the room leads· to.a small room beneath the 
main stairway. This small room is probably the south or back half of the 
main stairhall, which was closed off and a small kitchen installed when 
the house served as a rooming house. A south, rear exit from this small 
room onto the rear porch formerly was the rear entrance to the stairhall, 
which ran the full length of the house. 

The second, east main entrance door enters the east parlor or dining 
room. This is the most elaborately finished room in the house, or the one 
with the most original material. A hearth in the west wall shares the 
chimney with the hearth in the living room. The square hearth opening has 
a brass insert with a central grate and decorative side panels with an 
incised floral motif. The wooden mantel has wedge-shaped brackets support
ing the mantel shelf and a central cartouche with a raised pyramidal mold
ing in the frieze. There is white-painted wood wainscoting covering the 
lower half of the walls, composed of square panels of flush, beaded boards 
laid diagonally, separated by vertical, banded molding. The wide 
baseboarding has four horizontal bands and an elaborate cap. The chair 
rail surmounting the wainscoting has a 11 cut-out 11 design of three 
interlocking circles, or a three leaf clover motif, and a banded cap 
molding. 

The door and window surrounds are multi-band with corner blocks 
having a raised central pyramid rather than a bull •s-eye. T~ese pyramidal 
moldings are similar to those on the mantel. There is a wide wooden 
ceiling cornice composed of a flat, inward sloping molding with a narrow 
line of banding at the center, and an upper and lower cyma reversa molding. 
There is a built-in china cabinet in the south wall of the room, adjacent 
to the entry to the kitchen. The cabinet has the same surround as the 
doors in the room, and double doors with a central rectangular glass panel 
in each. There is a wainscot panel below the cabinet. In the southwest 
corner is the entry to the central living room. The entry has high 
swinging double doors of three panels each, which look original to the 
house but were recently installed by the owners. 

The kitchen is a large room with an enclosed stair to the second 
story in the northeast corner. The capped baseboarding and simple banded 
molding with bull •s-eye corner blocks is identical to that in the main 
stai rha 11. 
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The second story has a small bedroom over the west front door and a 
bath over the southwest, back portion of the stairhall. There are two 
central bedrooms over the large central living room on the first story. 
The bedrooms have corner fireplaces in their southeast and northeast 
corners, respectively, abutting each other and above the hearths on the 
first story. These hearths have no flues, however, and are closed off, 
with baseboarding crossing the lower part, indicating that they were not 
intended for use. The simple wooden mantels have brackets supporting the 
rectangular mantel shelf, and a raised pyramidal molding in the frieze. 
There are two bedrooms on the east side of the second story, over the 
dining room and over the kitchen, flanking the back stairwell. 
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The W. G. Lown house is significant as a large, fine example of a 
Victorian suburban dwelling. It bas been the home of several prominent 
residents of Hyattsville since its construction in 1890. 

William G. Lown purchased Lots 34 through 37 of Wine and Johnson's 
First Addition to Hyattsville in 1890.1 The large house that stands upon 
these combined lots was constructed soon afterwards at a cost of 
approximately $2,000.2 Lown was a coffee roaster and coffee and tea 
wholesaler, whose business, called the Greenleaf coffee a~d spice mills, 
was located at 7th and 'c Streets, S.W. in Washington, o.c.3 Lo\'Kl held the 
property for only two years, and sold it in 1892 to Richard E. White.4 
White's occupation, according to the United States Census for 1910, was as 
Secretary of a Building and Loan Association. He owned the Lown House 
through 1927.5 

The property was acquired in 1927 by Smith W. Brookhart, a United 
States Senator from Iowa. Brookhart served in the Senate from 1922 
through 1933.6 He continued to reside in the Washington, D.C. area, 
practicing law and acting as an international consultant, through his 
retirement in 1943. The Brookharts owned the Lown House through 1944 and 
may have completed the remodeling dating from that period, such as plaster 
archways rather than doorways between some of the rooms, and the large 
fieldstone mantel around the living room hearth. 

Despite ca. 1940 1 s alterations to the living room, the Lown house has 
much original Victorian detail on the interior and exterior. On the 
interior, the east parlor is the most ornamental, with the pyramidal 
moldings on the wooden mantel repeated on the corner blocks of the door 
surrounds. The room has decorative baseboards, diagonal wooden 
wainscoting, a built-in cupboard and a wide wooden cornice. On the 
exterior, wood shingling in the gables, a rakeboard with an applied 
decorative design, wide wooden lintels over doors and windows, a nun 
shaped entrance porch with turned posts and decorative cornice detail, as 
well as a tiny tower-like dormer all make the house exceptional. 
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Notes 

1 Land Records of Pri nee George 1 s. County, JWB 15: 415. 

2 Tax Assessments, Prince George's County, District 2, 1890, Volume 
12 '234. 

3 The Suburban Citizen, Saturday, February 6, 1892, Volume 2, #4; and 
Boyd's Directory of the District of Columbia, 1895, William H. Boyd, 
Publisher, available at Martin Luther King Public Library, Washington, 
D.C. 

4 Land Records, JWB 22:353. 

5 Ibid. 292:70; and United States Census, 1910, Prince George's County, 
16till)lstrict, #229. 

6 Land Records, 292:71 and 729:38; and Bioaraphical Directory of the 
American Congress, 1774 through 1971, Unite States Congress, Joint 
Committee on Printing, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1971. 
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Jlvery stable and tile dealer and p 'Y" \ aad, with the processes used, the full 

1idans in a business line, fom church· strength, flavor amt exce11ence of the 

11.&SID&lfCS OF W. G. LOWN . 

The busineS8 of this firm was founded 
by A. R. Fowler in 1878. It was after-

'terms of fs per month. 
Tl H s bd".. 1 1 wards conducted by A. R. Fowler&Son 

ie ~alt.". l\'1s1on, n~w arge ). but now by E. A. Fowler. Every con-
O\'-·ne:t hy Mr;\\~,_ If. Perkms, ?f the\ venience is provided for the handlinc 
~1ld ~rm o.f I erkms & Co., rlalt1more, I and accommodation of the large !liitock 
1". Int ated in the heart of the t_o~n, r~n- carried and for the prompt filling of all 
mng do\\ ll to the depot a~d nsing with! orders. The stoCk consists of wood, 
a l!entle "" tll to the res1denre of the I • 
Schoepf'.:; Some of the mo!=i.t ,·a1uahle i coal,..coke, lumbe~, cement, hme, pmt1, 

. . . . . I sand. plaster, hnck, terra-cotta and 
reaJe5t;itt·1nllvattsnlle1s1nth1c;tract, fi. I · (i T h 
whic-h is beautifu11y located. and des- ;:-cay ~ipe:, ertl izers~f j os· 
tined to tind purchac;ers. Here, too, i~ 

1
P athes, an plaster, ehtc. d r. owd· 

. . er as recent y pure ase a goo 

~' the fine old. J fyatt mansmn, residence 'ilice of land and •ill build 3 large 
-.,, -~· or the Lttc l. C. Hyatt, after whom Hy- h h . h h '\., ":-...~ . ware ouse near t e crossmg w ere e 

~ _ \.-....;::_ .... .-- ,.. attsv1l1e "a" named. The grounds h 'd 1 k H · · 
-- ~"' 1 • • , • • can a\·e a s1 e rac . e 1! a nahve 

I LO\\ N s co1- i.1- ~ ~111 1.~. · compn"e se\·era1 acreoe; of ,ha11d~ome f \" h' L- f I 
CHAS. WEEKS. ! shade and ornamental trees. This o ..,as lngton, a memucr o sev~ra 

- • I · . • secret and benevolent societies enJoys 
home near the turnpike anti only a MR Al.FREll llYATT WEI.LS propert\· would, 11 seems to us bea 'd . d. ' d d 

. : · · . • a wt e acqmuntance, an 15 rt"tar e 
few minutes walk from the depot. As 

1 
was born in Blat1en~b11rg, Md., bonanza for some 11\·e hotel man. Hy. ho bl . h h nd 

a bonded auctioneer he is thoroughly I anci is a gradu:.k of 1Hadcn~b11rg attsdlle is a to""·n of 1,6oo inhabitants, as an. n~~a ed up~~ t ~e~c da~.1 •1 a 
po!!>ted and gh·es e\"er~ description of: Aca<le~y, and or the Spenct"rian Rusi-~ with a situation unsurpassed for health I ~n-estm~~---t!~n- ~~ 1~--~~~·~--ct~ ~e~. 
sale~ his p.ersonal atlt"ntion. I ne-.s College and the National Co11ege 1 and convenience lo the large cities, Ct1111inuti '"' FnrtA fMK'· 

His auction rooms are located at 637 J or Pharmacy of \\·a.,hington, n. C. ! - - - -
La. Ave, opposite the c:ity post ofiire ! He spent se\·t"ral yc:us in Southern: 
in \Vashington, wht"re fi\·e Aoors are: Kansas a-. bool-keeper ft;r a wholesale: 
de .. ·oted to thoe purposes of displaying,'. firm, then returned and took up the I 
selling and st~ring furniture, etc. I study of pharmac·)· with T!l>chifTdy & \ 

He has regular sales e\·ery Thursday Evans, druggic.;t .... of \Vashington, lJ. I 

and Saturday_; makes appraisements, \ C., xnd was preo;criptinn clerl.: until 1 

conducts trustee!'>\ assignees', ac1min· 111R.~. when he hec;1.111e proprif'tor of the\ 
istrators' and all other sales of real 

1
,Jru~ store" <tl this place. JI~ has t"n- \ 

estate and makes prompt settlements. larged his store and greatly impro\•ed 
E\ler since 1R50 or for O\'f'r forty ·it-with eleg•mt fb:ture~ or oak with 

years he has been engagetl in the busi· 'i:oil finish anti an elegant ..,oda fountain. 
ness and well merit!\ the title uf "the ''tis \'ery nc<ll and hand~ome in all 
otdest auctioneer in \Va!i>hington. •• I its :appointments f\nt1 contains a large 

Through honest and promptnes~ \and carefully .assorted stock of e\'ery· 
seem •o ht! the motto which has fhine: usually to be found in a first-dass 
grounded him in pubtic e-steem and,. ~!\tab1ishment of this kind. He is con
made his name a household word. ir ructing business according to modern 
every home for miles. ·1.as and is well qualified for the dutie• 

e. ' 
h\ 

~~~----.......... , ................................... . 



#5666:75 
30 Mar 1983 
Deed 

827:57 
8 March 1946 
Deed 

765:479 
24 Jan 1945 
Deed 

729: 38 
17 May 1944 
Deed 

405:127 
26 June 1934 
Deed 

292: 71 
15 April 1927 
Deed 

292: 70 
15 April 1927 
Deed 

JWB 22: 353 
29 June 1892 
Deed 

Chain of Title 
Lown House 
P.G. #68-35 

Doris M. Babcock to John Franklin Mowery and Mary 
Cynthia Mowery. For $84,950 granter conveys Lot 
37, the W 28 1 of Lot 36 and E 1/2 of Lot 38 in Wine 
Johnson's First Addition to Hyattsville - as per 
plat JWB 1 at 286 or Plat A20. Same described in 
827:57. 

Russell H. Kepler and Helen L. Kepler to Henry A. 
and Doris M. Babcock. For $10 granter conveys that 
parcel obtained from Robert B. Violett 24 Jan 1945, 
765:479. 

Robert T. and Mary M. Violett to Russell H. Kepler. 
For $10 granter conveys that lot obtained from 
Della E. Brookhart, 17 May 1944, 729:38. 

Della E. Brookhart to Robert and Mary M. Violett. 
For $10 granter con.veys that lot obtained from 
Smith W. and Jennie Brookhart 26 June 1934, 
405:127 

Smith W. & Jennie Brookhart of Iowa to Della E. 
Brookhart of Chicago. For $10 granters convey that 
1 and obtained from Harry A. and Marvette V. Boswell 
15 April 1927, 292:71. 

Harry A. Boswell and Marvette V. Boswell to Smith 
W. and Jeanne Brookhart. For $10 granters convey 
lots, subject to $6,000 mortgage, with 
improvements. 

C.A.M. Wells, executor of Richard E. White, to 
Harry A. Boswell. An offer of $8,000 for home of 
Richard E. White dec'd. was ratified 22 Feb. 1927. 
Boswell has paid $2,000 cash and will secure a 
mortgage for $6,000. 

William G. Lown and Annie M. Lown to Richard E. 
White. For $5,000 granters convey Lots 34-37 in 
Wine and Johnson's First Addition to Hyattsville, 
subject to mortgage recorded JWB 16: 391. 



JWB 16:391 
21 Nov 1890 
Mortgage 

JWi 15:415 
23 July 1890 
Deed 

- 2 -

William G. and Annie M. Lown of Hyattsville to 
Arthur S. Browne of Washington, D.C. Browne has 
loaned Lawns $2000. To secure payment they 
mortgage Lots 34-37, Wine and Johnson's First 
Addition to Hyattsvi.lle. 

Frank L. and Elizabeth Evans to William G. Lown. 
For $1250 grantors convey Lots 34-37 of Wine and 
Johnson's First Addition to Hyattsville, plat 
J.W.B. l :286. Together with improvements. 
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Lown House 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
February 1987 
North elevation 
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Lown House Prince George's county, Maryland 

Marina King 
February 19B7 
Northeast entrance Neg: Maryland Historical \rust 
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Lown House 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
February 1987 
South elevation 
Neg: Maryland Historical Trust 

Annapolis, MD 

-





P.G. #68-35 

Lown House 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
February 1987 
Northeast parlor, mantel 
Neg: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Lown House 
Prince George's County, Maryland 
Marina King 
February 1987 
Northeast parlor, cupboard 
Neg: Maryland Historical Trust 
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