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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic k Oliver Street House (Washington Avenue) 

and/or common fl ' ie 

2. Location 

street & number 4611 01 i ver Street _ not for publication 

city, town Riverdale _ vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
-X-- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
--X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
-X- occupied 
_ _ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 

----A- no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
----X- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of 21.!_ owners) 

name Catherine Torpey 

street & number 4611 Oliver Street telephone no.: 927-7633 

city, town Riverdale state and zip code Maryland 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 669 

street&number 14735 Main Street folio 193 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Mary land 

6. Representation in Existing Historical -surveys 

title Unknown 

date _federal __ state __ county _ local 

'.eposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. , Description Survey No.P('u- '1 - I~ 

Condition 
__ excellent _ deteriorated 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~altered 

Check one 
--1,.. original site 

__ good __ ruins _moved date of move 
_x_ fair to ?°or __ unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This early twentieth century, c. 1901, four-square house is 
representative of early suburban architecture. The house is 
two and a half stories high, has a front hipped gable roof and 
rests on a stone foundation. The predominant window style is 
1/1 light double hung sash. The main facade, which faces north, 
is three bays wide. A door makes up the eastern bay with win­
dows in the remaining two. An ornamented porch extends the full 
width of this facade and wraps to extend almost the full width 
of the east facade. It is detailed with square posts, a plain 
railing and newels, and cornice trim. Windows make up the two 
bays on the second story and the upper level has a small, 
centered four light window. In addition to the porch, the east 
facade is detailed with symmetrically placed windows. The rear, 
or- south facade also has symmetrically placed windows; three on 
the first story, two on the-second and a four light windo~ on 
the upper level. A small porch extends out to the east of this 
facade, protecting the rear door. The west facade is t~o bays 
wide. On the first story, the northern bay consists of a three 
window projecting bay. The remaining windows are symmetrically 
spaced. 

c 



8. _ Significance Survey No. °?G ii (;,<t-4- i'b 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 140~1499 
_ 15~1599 

_160~1699 

_170~1799 

_180~1899 

$190~ 

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention A_ other (specify) 
local history 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Situated on Lot 14 in Block 50, this house represents one of the 
early buildings constructed in Riverdale Park. It is situated 
along the tracl~s qf the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, which ran 
commuter trains fro~ Washington starting in the last decades of 
the nineteenth century. The house was constructed c. 1901 and was 
probably the work of a prospective builder. Exact dating is im­
possible bec~use of gaps in tax assessment records. Block 50 of 
Riverdale Park is listed as being held by the Riverdale Park Com­
pany in 1900. For the years 1901-1915, neither the Company nor 
any individuals are listed as holding the block. Beginning in 
1916 the lots reappear in the records with various individuals 
listed as owners. Joseph Blundon, a known real estate developer, 
held the property at the turn of the century. If the lot was 
not improved when he sold it in 1901, it is probable that building 
activity took place shortly after that date. If Blundon did build 
the house, it stands today, albeit in deteriorating condition, as 
an example of early speculative building in suburban communities. 



D -· -:x. t1 ( ... f -,_j- I\_. 

Survey No. 

Prince George's County Deeds: 5:364, 20:345, 21:198, 163:449, 
223:209, 313:237, 619:338, 669:193 
Prince George's County Tax Assessment Records: MdHR 12,234, 
MdHR 50,264 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I B w ..... ! ... I ....... 1 __ .......,_.,1 I I l I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LL.JI...__...__.__.---.-.. ol.J.J ..... 1 ... 1......._~.....,.1 ..... I .............. _.__.......,~ 
E lJ.J ..... I ............... __._ __ F LLJ I ..... I ............................ ___ _ 

G LiJ ..... I ....__.. ___ ....._._ H Li..:J I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Christine Hilke 

organization The George Washington University date 4/2/90 

street & number telephone 

city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any _infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 


