
Ma,ryiand Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4812 Riverdale Road 

city, town Riverdale 

state >iaryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

_district 
X building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
- _object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
X not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
L yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_-industrial 
_military 

5 

__ museum 
park 

r private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Gregory A. and T,ynnc M Doyle 

street & number 4812 Riverdale Road 

city, town River-dale 

(301) 
telephone no. : 779-821-j 9 

state and zip code 2073,---, ;,: T) I 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince 3eorge' s Countv Courthous liber J::-=:tr~ 

street&number 14735 '.':ain Street folio 

city,town Un-r.e·~ 7-"a-rlbq-rq state ;fa_rylanci 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

w~ Frince George's County Inventory of Historic §ites 

date _federal __ state __ county X-- local 

posltory for survey records 
Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town 
1\nnapo:~_is 

state 



7. Description Survey No. Pr;:{'~- -/-l-; 

~pndition 
_. '- excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
--X- unaltered 
_altered 

ex-eek one 
_original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This house is a four squar0 frame building covered 

wi ti': a hi,, rco f, v:gich has one s£~BBthrgorme:c let into the 
front face.It is/wood framedl,su1:.'por1:ec~ by ~:ioureo concrete 

r2tainin5 r;;:;._:_,_s 8_n0. t\'!G interi~.:· _ _:,c; _ _;_'C:. ::..::~,::::r.:ts co.~umns 

which stop at main floor level. ~he ·oui __ ciin:; co:npriscs of a 

main floor ,an u~per floor,a basement anti an attic which is 

not use6 as ~iving space.The exterior c~ati-~ng is a white 

painted rough stucco finish.The house now has a porch on the main 

floor wh~ch runs the full width of the front.There was once a 

wrap aro~d porch,but part is now enclosed with wood or metal siding 

and glass louvre windows.Cne facacie has a three sided proj-

ecting bay which runs throu~h lor:cr and u:9:-: er floors, and which 
rOOJ. 

is roofed by a simple shed/Ihe present foof covering is 

shingles.The existing ~indo~s are simple double hung 

ano seem to have all been replaceti except two in a back ream. 

Main Floor The ~itchcn has beenco~~letely remodelled.The opening 

betw2en the gen2rous main entry ha_=..::._,\·c;_y and the Dining room 

still has the original ~ocket co0r.The porch roof is supported 

by four spindle wood co~umns of vcrj simule Doric ciesign.The 

norch floor is su~~ortet by roured concrs~e piers now covered 

with stucco tQ match tl1e general exterior.The open crawl space 

is enclosed by green pa~nte~ ~nod lattice ~ork. 

Baser:1ent 1Thc basement has a cei!.ins r1':?ight of only 7 feet.There is 

a door leaciinf ta the exterior. 

Ch~~nev The chi~ney shaft runs fr~~ bE~2~ent floor through 

~oaf.It is made of poureu concrete.ihere are several circular 

openings where flues from wood stov~s connected.In the attic 

where a little v.~thering has taken :place, one can see the 

com::ositio11 of the ac;,'_:"regates,so:!;e smooth small ue·o-cles. 



4812 Riverdale Road 

Description ctd. 

~vidence of formwork is visible. 

Bedroom Level TherE are three bedrooms and one bath upstairs. 

Cne bedroom entry door~ay is set at an angle.There is a bac~ 

stair which leads from a Sia~~ room at the ~ack of the house 

to one of the bedrooms upstairs. 

Attic The attic is not completely floored.The stair between 

one bedroo1~ and. the 2.t tic consists of a 'sloping ladder' whose 

stringers rest against a sloping lath and plaster roof.There 

is also a hatch which o-rens right above the back stair landing 

point.In the attic there are t~o empty steel ~ater tanks, 

oblong in shape,measuring 7 feet ~y l foot 10 inches by 

2 feet high.They have an inlet and an outlet hole,abo~l inch 

i~ diameter each.There are no plu~~ing li~es attached to them 

no\':. The seams have be em rivet teu v:i th possible rubber gaskets. 

The markinr;s on the tanks read as follows," Goshl~n steel tank, 

made by J·:elly Foundry machine". The date 23/7/13 \'!as 

scraw:1..ec!. : ·with ·paint. 

Stairs The stairs to tl1e base ~e~t s0e.~ to have been re~laced. 

The stairsbet~ecn ~ain level anci the bedroom level seem to be the 

original with turned newel post. 

~ther !nfor~ation The house has very large ratiiators ~hich 

have decorative pa~terns.They measure 3 foot by 3 f8ot ~y 9 inches. 

Th~ owners believe that th~ house has the origina~ trim and the 

'.':in::i_~','! frames. ~11e \•.rr· _::5. flooring bo2rds are set. c.ircctly on ttc 

flocr joists .There ~s no s~b floor.The flooring board2 on the ~ai~ 

level have a most beautiful finish.A small modern wooden cieck has 

been added to the back.There are two garages at the back. 



b. :»ignit1cance (_ ·. - 1 -·-'-I 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
-x- 1800-1899 
_' 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
X architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention lL_ o~her (specify) 
L 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

This building is a ~ood exam~le of the typical 

suburban residence at the turn of the century.It occupies 

a strategic position ,since it faces the Calvert Mansion. 

It is o~posite the mansion's present entrance. 

There are uniaue design features in this building. 

i'he bacl-;. stair, pocl-;.et doer, floor sh ea th~g syst e1!1, the storage 

tanks in the attic,and the poure~ concrete chi2ney. 

The chi~ney ~hich is a~proximately 35 feet high 

~ade of ~oureti concrete,without r~inf~rcement,2n6 ~ore 

er less free standing,is significant.The fact t~at it was 

macie an0 ~as heate6 is also sicnificant,since tricks a~e 

~~re suitable for this pur~ose. 

This Builciin_; '::c:c· ouilt b:y ::r .Josc-n'.1 Blunden 

in 19J7, the year he was kiL .. ed after being run over by c. train. 

:-ir Elundon v:as one of t.h e first residents in :Pi verdal e and 

o':~e;~ t!:.e :l.c:.r,;es~ hcuse.I:e or.:neC:.. anci s0;:..o 2. great deal of 

~:.ro·::·ert~,, i:-: i:i verdale, and v:s s r.c~:.:· ·rte ~~· an o -:__· c icer \':i th 

t.:_ e ~~i vercicd e :r ark Co:npany, thr Co:,!pc:ny ~'.Die:-:. ·,-.·::;.s res:ionsibl e 

I~r the existence of Riverdale. 

Te~~lef Thompson bu:ilt one of t:1ese garages about 



.9. Major Bibliographical References 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---------
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.JJ I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ...... 1 .....__. __ .......,_, oLLJ I I I I 
E L..i_J ..... I ---...--- F l..iJ I I 
G Li_J ._I ............... __ _ 

H LU I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title J ov Lyons 

organization 3corse :ashincton University date 4. 2. 92 

street & number telephone 

city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any in~ringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 


