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1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic Bullock •Jouse 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4600 She:t'li.dan Street 

_ vicinity of congressional district 

_ not for publleatlon 

city, town Riverdale 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

state Mary lane 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
_L buildlng(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 

Ownership 
_ public 
-1.:.... private 
_ both 

county Prince George ' s 

Status 
L occupled 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accessible 

_ museum 
_ park 
l private residence 
_ religious 

r-. _ object 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process _ yes: restricted 

_ yes: unrestricted 
L no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

_ scientific 

r 

_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ transportation 
_ other: 

4. Owner of Property Csive names and mailing addresses of ill owners> 

name 

telephone no.: 364 - 2737 

city, town :uvercc:.le state and zip code :~J 20737 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. :-:-ir,ce r.eort;e ' s Gount:v '::ourt~1ouse liber 4 S?C: 

street & number 
··-. • -+ :.coin ~"tree u 

city, town U::r:·e:- ··i<:r1 b0r" state !'.J 

52:; 
folio 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title None 

date _ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
l good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins L altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
X original site 

__ moved date of move 

Survey No. fG .(, .-_ . ~ ., 
-. b ·1·.:i.:J 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Bullock house is located on the northeast corner of 
Sheridan Street and 48th Avenue. Built in 1895, its vernacular 
victorian profile is characterized by variations of gables and 
projecting bays, but little of the decorative detailing of the 
lavish Queen Anne style. 

The house is basically rectangular, two and a half stories 
high, three bays wide with a gable roof sitting frontally towards 
Sheridan Street. Each side has a projecting bay and additions 
have been added to the rear. The house is of frame construction 
with a shingle roof; aluminum siding now covers the original 
woodwork. The foundation is brick. A plain barge board covers 
decorative eaves and a cornice line separates the gable from the 
second story on all facades. Most windows are 1/1 double hung, 
while some are small square wooden sash windows, probably replaced 
at some point. Each window and door has plain box surrnunds. An 
jnterior brick chimney is centrally located. 

The main facade features the entrance in the westernmost bay 
with two single windows on the first level. A wooden four pane] 
door has a semi-circular light at the top and is covered by a 
stor111 door. Three second story windows are symmetrically µJ.a~:~ed 

across each bay. A triple window is located in the gable. This 
fac8rle js sheltered hy a one-story porch constructed of wood with 
bri~k piers supporting the floor. Four turned posts, decorative 
lmet: b!--0ces and brackets support the shingle covered hip roof. 
Vi·:·torian element.s extend to the two pilasters of the s&H!P turnt:l-! 
posts. A square wooden railing encloses the porch and turns down 
the concrete stairs ending with a newel post at the bottom. 
Lattice work hides the area underneath the porch. 

The west facade is asymmetrical and characterized by a full 
two-story project.in~ bay; surmounterl by a gable roof, ]oC'atPd on 
t h e s o u t h e r n ~ 11 d . A s id e en t r a n c e j s p l a r Pd t. o t i1 P n o r t. h n f t. h ..:. 
\13y 2nd js fL:niked by a sn1;:,J.J squart' wjndr•t.-2 on E<H·:L sidt=o .•. 
similar Rindow is located directly below the secnnd Rtory window 
in th~ bay. The se('nnd story has two 1/1 windows anJ ~ smai] 
squ;~rE: window :in the project.ion f:r·om the rear. Another windc1~ is 
lo~~ted jn the gable. · 

L i k e i t s 0 pp o s i t e s id E: , the east f a c: ad e a ] s o I: <1 s ?. p .r o j e ,, t in .1"2 

bo.y with a gable but is larger and ]ocated near the r.=:<Jr. W:ir1d<"•W~ 

on the t" i rst two floors are evenly spaced and can he f c•nnd c•n t b~ 
sides of the bays as well as its front. A single window js 
located in the gable of the bay. A one story addjtion has been 
extended from the northern end of this facade, probably at a lat. 



7. Description (cont.) 

4800 Sheridan Street 
Bullock House 

date.1 It is covered with the same siding and has a single 
matching window on the first story. 

The north, or rear, facade has been significantly altered 
over the years. A two bay, gabled projection is located on the 
western edge. Presently, a porch which had been added at an 
earlier date, is being closed-in along the length of this bay. 
The eastern half of the rear side has a one story gabled additjon. 
The second floor has two windows in the bay and another above the 
addition; the gable on this facade, like the rest of the house, 
has a window. 

Although the interior of this house was restricted. it is 
known that during the late 1960s the house was remodeled into 
apartments.2 While it was returned to a single family dwelling a 
few years later, it is not known to what extent the original plan 
has changed or what architectural elements remain as original. 
The exterior has been covered wjth aluminum siding and alterations 
have been added to the rear of the house. 



Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_.x_ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

-- archeology-prehistoric __x_ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
X architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 189 5 Builder/Architect Joseph 3lundon, builder 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Bullock house characterizes the late nineteenth century 
victorian suburban house with its variations of gables and 
projecting bays. Its basic features and porch with Victorian 
millwork are indicative of the type of suburban houses being built 
at the turn of the century as speculative housing and is similar 
to several other houses in this section of the community. It 
remains, in an altered state, as one of the extant houses from the 
first decade of Riverdale Park, one of several suburbs laid out 
along the B & 0 Railroad in 1888. 

The subdivision of Riverdale Park was pla~ted on land that 
t~longed to the Calvert family of Maryland for much of the 
njneteenth century. In 1887, the Riverdale Park Company, a New 
York real est8te firm purchased a 474 acre lot with plans to 
d eve 1,) p t. he sub d i v i s i on o f R iv e rd a 1 e Par k . 3 

Fri:1!11 its conception, Five:::-d2:1e Park was p;--omc•t.ed :;s onP of 
t l ! e m (1 r e d es i r ab l e sub u r b s o f W as h j 11 g t on . l t s 1 o c '" t :i on 2 1 o 1-, g a 
major transportation route from Washington afforded both the 
convenience of an easy commute to the city and the picturesque 
qunJ:1ty 11f a rural subdivision. Th.=: R & Cl R;::;,ilrnad enh1n1ced the 
d e v e l o p m c ri t o f ::; u b d j v i s i o n s a l o n g t h i :::: c o r r id o r an d R ~ v E: rd a l e P a :r.· k 
was platted in the typical grid pl&n but with open RreRs 8!1d 

cjrcles. Villa sized lots were laid out to suit the purchaser and 
J.=..:t-::1_1 1··:~~:t;--jctjr,n~ '\..JC~re r'l:'=-il'.~d t.f1 e;·•.:',-,id nnjS("11iC'.Pf: ( 1!· nbjee;tjon~~b~e 
husin1~ss in thEo new suburb.4 The. ccin11o:.any .:it:'::elf l-,ui.)t msr,y r:,f r.h,.o, 
first houses as well as erected the schoolhouse and 1ailr0ad 
station whiJe the residents built sPveral goods stores, a church 
~~nd began bc·th telegraph and telepLon~ com1Bunir,at:ion. J:-1dividucJs 
and deve]opers invested in the lc:nd to build ·c~omfort.ab}e and 
a ff or d ab J f' ho u s in g for the m id d .l e c l ass . Dev e 1 c Pe y· s . es Pe c i. a lJ Y . 
hopPd to play on the suburban ideal growing throu.s;hout tile !liajor 

~itjes of the Unjted States. 

ln 1885, Joseph A. Blunden, a builder and carpenter, or 
contractor from Washington, D.C. purchased the lot from the 



8. Significance (e:ont.) 

4800 Sheridan Street 
Bullock House 

Riverdale ~ark Company. Blundon, living in Washington and listing 
himself as a "e:ont.ractor" at 10iJ6 F Street, N .W., Washington - a 
premier business street at the end of the nineteenth century - was 
one of a family of builders who speculated in northwest Washington 
as well as the suburbs.5 Joseph, its appears however, is the only 
family member to concentrate on kiverdale real estate and even 
boilt his own house in the subdivision where he was living by 
1 o \:l '7 . t: r in c e ,.J "'o 1'.g e s ,_. ·~· u n t y ~ a: 1 ·::1 r e co rd s s how t hat I:: l u n d c. n 
purchased nL1me:c1i.Js lots froni the Riverdale E'ark Company, which he 
built on and so~d to individuals. The house at 4800 Sheridan 
exemplifies this process. Blunden bought the property in June of 
1895 for $10(i and sold the property only two months later, in 
August 188~. for $2600 (subject to a deed of trust to Hyattsville 
Building Association) suggesting he built the house in that short 
time.6 

William A. Rutherford, along with his wife, Brendina. held on 
to lot 8 !of block 16) until 1813 although he lived several 
st r e e t s away C• n . i e f f e r !:; on Ave nu e . Ru t her ford , a c l e r k ;=; u d j t ci r t c' r 
the Fast Ch'f:ice D·"'part.ment, would have maintained the house as 
renta] property and purchased lot 9 in 1903, possibly to rajse the 
value of thP, property. ln 1912, Marion E. Bullock was assessed 
for t.hP, r:'~-·operty alt.hough he did nc•t purchase it until 1813. 
BuJ.],:,,_·k. ::' r11=i:·f1·ec..der f,:·: th(;- government printiLg c,ffice. an: hi'.·; 
wift- E-::.heJ f:. resided hf'.re until 1941. Their decisi•.=in to se.i.l 
bega~ a suc 0 ~ssion of eleven owners in the next thirty-four years 
none c·f •.;!·:i:'.l li"'J,~! the pro~"c;rt.y fur- more t!J8n seven ye;:,1·s. 
fj_rlal_~~.,_~. ~r" J~-.·,.,~~ 1 the ~·1:e~_:.ent ovlner~~ rnoveci ir!t.O the house. l_,t~·t 
n int=: ~-: ::1 :-- -~~: :~ 1 J c: ~--: r- p :~ r r: t. e 1 :,./ i n the 1 ~1 F~ (1 s . 7 

Thi=:- bullc,._'k l!>:'.iJse is one of the e:=:n·)y houses st.ill st.:::n·:l1n.i;: 
in Pi v"" r •; c: l -:=- F 8 l ~: . A 1 t h ·~·\Jg h sign j f i ,_- ant l y a 1 t er ed ,~. v .=· ~- '. h .- y"" 2 r ~ . 

it re:n:::.in~ a::·;:, ~-ym'.)c.J t.:•f th.=: .:.ate nineteenth cent.ur·y, mid.-:i;•_ 
c·la£"5', ~;cb:Jrl-1 2!--; 1-1\~~J}jng~:. lt. i~.:: ~1Jsc; sjgnjfic:3nl 21s an t: .. ,31~2y 

s Pe cu J at iv e h C• us in g v en tu r ;:- , bu i l t by a prom in en t bu i .J de r , in th 12 

n,=,w s1!h111t· :::in'.~ l:···n1P •)f' 1,~·E- c.f thP mE:ny governmP.nt. w•:irL<"t''.O: \,-;'1•· 

tti(1 Vec !-·L:.:1 :·it L!;i-: ! j ! y 



4800 Sheridan Street 
Bullock House (cont.) 

Pr,·l""''I ), t:' . ·_.,- c '~;.J 

1. The extent of the alterations is unknown as the house was 
restricted for closer study (per phone conversation with owner 4 
March 1990). Knowledge of some alterations, including this 
extension, came from a phone interview with Ken Embrey in April ]990. 

2. Ken Embrey. 

3. History of the. Town of Riverdale, 1820-1970, p. 13. 

4. Riverdale Park Real Estate booklet <undated), circa 1804. 

5. Washington D.C. City Directory, 1895. 

6. Prince George's County Land Deeds JWB32:282 and JWB32:633. 

7. Prince George's County Land Deeds 88:272, 635:433; Tax 
Assessment Book. 1912; Washington D.C. City Directories. 



~. Major iiibiiographicai Re}et~~'\ces Survt:y ;.~o. P6i ftb'l-4-- 33 
:::;hain c: Title, ?rince George's County Land ~ecords 
Prince George's C::mnty l'c.x :',.ssessment B0oks, 1893-1912 
~ashington, D.C. City Directories 
1\elson' s Suburban Directory of :-laryla.nd anj Virginia Towns :;_djacer..t to D::::, 1912-13 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---------- Block 16, L:-t o 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi_J I I 1 I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJI ~ ~------' ~I_.___._.___ ____ __ oLJJ I I I I 
E ~ I I .._I ~~---........ - F LL_j I I 
G Li_J I I ~' ......__. ____ __ H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

date -"'-IJril 1990 

street & number telephone 

city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infr,ingement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 

PS-2746 


