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~aryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 
4602 Fjv~rdale Read 

Riverdale 
city, town _vicinity of 

Nary land 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
.L bulldlng(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 

Ownership 
_ public 
-1L private 
__ both 

Status 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 

Frince George ' s 

_ museum 
~park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 

r""- object 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 

__!__. occupied 
_unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
}c- yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ scientific 
-·-· being considered 
__!_not applicable 

_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mai~ing addresses of ~ owners) 

Mar,in a~c ~ildred Fovble 
name 

4802 Riv~rcaJe ncae 
~treet & number telephone no. : 

F.1verdale 
state and zip code Mary lane city, town 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Prine€· Ce.·c·rge' s County Courth<•l.:·SE' 

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. 

14735 Main Street 
street & number 

Upper Mei I J l"·nrc 
city, town state 

liber 

folio 

G. Re:µresentation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

~ c-;37 

date __ federal __ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
-X- excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ ruins 
_ unexposed 

1t'eck one 
_ unaltered 
_ altered 

Ch~k one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. pc.: &'l-lf-'tl/• 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The house at 4eC~ Fiverd~le Fcad is a tw0 story iee brick hou~f 
which stands on one of th~ original lot~ cf the 1890s subdiv~~jcn 
C•f F j vt.rdale Park. It is rectar.gular w i tb a sacl e roof and no 
eaves. There i~ i scre~n~e-in porch exter:din~ frcro the ~est side of 
the l:0use. There EIE· three sides of windo~ panPlS er: this ~crcl: . 

Beyond the chain Jin~ f~nc.e are ccncrete stefs Jezding to th~ 
er: t rar:c:E:·. fhe door is a black era ftsrr:c1C Far-e lled structure "~ tb 
a deco1ative ses~ental pedim~nt in a ''sea gull" motif. The entrance 
is c:ff -cE:·nter tc· t.t· E~ lef,t of the facade. Th~rE El€- five asymnoetrical 
6/6 ~indows in tt.~ front. All of these wineows h~v~ ~Jack shttters . 
There is or.e· l')incic·w er. tt.e· ncrthwest side· of the· t.ouse, ane three, 
1/1 windows ane on~ smaller wineow en the east wall. Th~ee \::naows 
wl·icl: ligl:t thE· intedor have r.c• shutters. 

The roof is m~de of slatE sh ingles and there is a corbelle~ czp 
chimney on the exterior of the w~ct facade. The roof runs east­
WE:·s.t. ar.<1 p<11 all els the street. TbE:re is c ba.sement, ligl:tec b} 
srr:c1l l windov;fo·. The·re are no out buildin£.'S· . Tl•f! fror.:t. ace s:ides 
of the housE ba vE:.· l:::E·E:·r1 J ar:c s:capE:-e with trees csr:cl bv shes. ThE 
trickwcrk of the exterior of tt~ house is in the running board 
p~tlerr, as is the trick focneation. 

' 

Information fro~ Tax Assessments, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland 

1943 A two-car garage was built 

1940-44 Land assessed at $1100; improvements $3500 

1952 Land assessed at $715; improvements $5465 

1953 Land assessed at $770; improvements $7140 



d 

. 
8-. Significance Sur vey No . PO. ti. (, i - 't - -4 'f 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

Areas of Signlficance-Chfck and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ rellglon r - 1400-1499 

_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
L i9oo-

Specific dates 

_ archeology-historic __ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
L architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art __ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ Industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ _ other (specify) 

ca. 1952 Builder/Architect 

check : Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support . 

While this bocse is net cf a true vernacular style, it ~oes have. 
the flavor of a Gec•r£iari t.racition . The brick cladcin9, g~1l::led 
roof parallel to the str eet, orna ID~ntal pan~l on the entrance, 
en~ - ~~11 chimrey, and deccrative shttter s, a r e typical of cottages 
built durin£ th~ ru ~ e 19COs. This is the secona h~use to stand 
en this l ot, ane it is located directly across from the Calvert 
t-J<rn~.i or· C•l! F j vc.rdale Read, o r iginClj l y Jeff ersor. .Z.venue. 

The lar1<I or: \.l!ich this hccse was built was par t of tbf: f;iv~·r$c~,.Je 
plantation. In 1801, HE!r.d Jo~Ho·pl', ~ t ier, a Eelgian ncblerr:<1n who 
emigra t ec to the United State E; cud n 9 thf: f' r e:·r:ch Be-vc, l ution, 
purchase~ S00 acres of land in Fri nce Cecrge's C0Lnty. 

~tier began constructior: c·f c m<1r:~.j or: , wld cb \.'cS t.he nucleus 
of his plcr:taticn. Fie later CEEce·C: t.he plc1r: f-.ct:c:r: er:d the 
rr,e r.~.ion to his daughter, Rc1E•c;J j e ar:c1 he'r ht1~:t:c.11c, George 
Calvert, ~ dPsce~eent of Lcrd Balti~ore . Th~ Flentation 
r e:r::<.inec in the Calvert fand l y L1111. :l l tr1e oe:·a u. C•f George 
anc Fc:~:aJie's sen, cr.arles Eer:Ed:c-t. Calvf·lt, in 1864. The 
land vas then divided among his ~~irE. 

Jn .:-une 1e87, ('}:c-r:n; P.altjr.1cu.• Calvert sold ::oo ic.re·s irocJvdjr.g 
the ~arEion, Riversdale, t0 Jchn Fox and Alexander ILL~ 
of r-;~· w YcrJ.: City. Two cays later, GecrgE.• Cr. l \'ert, ,-:-r. ~;olc~ 
l 74 1/2 acres C•f h j ~ ~ r he·ri tanc e· c: t. F C•X and Lutz. Alexande1 
LL t ~ ~:t. l::E•E·c .. t.1: 1•t ly sold all of h i s y;rcp¢•er t}' to .:c.t r F0x, 
'"·t.c in Ncven:t•e i of 18€-9, 9c:~ ci t.r:e 474 l/?. ac-ree to the Riverdale 
Parl< c·or.•pCcr:}', of '-l :: cb rf: "as Fresident. The, n:<1r:~.j?n t•c:=: fc-rnec 
fer the purpose cf ncdnt.aining t.t.is tract of land . 

1 
Pear J , Sn~ c-r:, ~.HJ storica 1 Stru.s~!l.!'~.§_Beport, The· Nary land­

Nc: 1~ i onal Cq:·ital Park anc Pl ar:rin9 Corr•nd ss::cn, 1979. 



f c;. : G 'l · </~ l/l/ 
Survey No . • • 9. Major i:rtibliograpnica1 neterences 

~---------------------------------------------------------------------~--____.._ 

Gottfried, Hm l:f•rt ar.,· Jer.r j ngs, Jan, American V~fnacular 
p~~.!9Q, Var, NM:•t rand Reinhold Cc•mpc ri1 , 1985 . 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ----- ---
Quadrangle name - - - - - - - Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALl_JI I 1 1 I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLl_J ~I .._.___. .......... I ~I ...&.-L--L....~...-J oLJJ I I I I 
E Li...J I I ._I ----- F LJ_j I I I 
G l.i.j I I ~I ...&.-L--L--.....-. H LLJ I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Na n cy Si m~.or: 

organization Tt~ George Washj ngton Univer si t y date 
Ap.rj l 2 I 1990 

street & number telephone 
WaE:f:j n £_tC•r., D.C. 

city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Ar ticl e 41 , Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement . 

The survey and inventory a r e being prepared for information and 
record purpose s onl y and do not constitute any infringement o f 
i ndividual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapol is, Maryla nd 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 


