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1. Name (indicate pref erred umel 

Knight House . 

2. Location 

5809 Cleveland Avenue - not far publlC:atlon. 

dty,town Riverdale - Ylctntty of COft9NSalonef dlatrlct 5 

Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
cat..-, 
- dlatric:t
_x buUdlng(a) 
_8tNCtUN 
_atte 
_object 

·ow:........,. 
_public 
_!._ prtv8te 
_both ,...le Aoqulaltloft 
_lnproceaa 
_ being conaldered 
..Jf-not applicable 

., ...... 

...L. occupied 
- unoccupied 
- wortl lrt pl 09' Ill 
Aoceulble 
- yea: rntrtcted 
_ yee: unawlilel9d 
2..no 

~MfttUM 
_ agriculture 
_ commet cial 
- educational 
- entertafnment 
_government 
_ lndu8trial 
_mllltary 

_mueeum 
-P-' 
~prtv8te111ld IKJ-

-. _ .... Jgtoua 
- Kienttflc 
- tranapol tatkM 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property c11ve name• and ma111ng addre••e• ot ill owners> 

Chambers Enterprises, Inc •. 

. 5801 Cleveland Avenue · telephone no. : 

Riverdale •tat• and zip code Maryland 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Prince George's County Courthouse 

li.ber 2221 

14735 Main Street folio 569 

ctty, ~ Upper Marlboro · mtaMaryland 20772 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

None 

_,......._ ... 
..... 



c...-.... 
_nceHent 
-fOOd 
)i.» 

Clt11:k
- deteriot ated - unalt9red _ rutne _ 8't9r'9d 
_unexpoMd 

Cheekw 
.....x... origlneC site 
~moved date of move 

Prepare both a •ummary paragraph and a general deacription of th& resource and its 
various element• aa it exist• today. 

The Knight House is a two-story frame house which stands on one of 
the original lots of the 1890's subdivision of Riverdale Park. It is 
rectangular in shape, with a mix of characteristics from several 
architectural types. The house has a hip roof and had a wraparound, 
one-story, hip-roofed porch with Victorian decorative detailing. The 
detailing on the porch consisted of jig-sawn fan brackets on each side of 
the posts, adjoining the porch roof. 

The entrance is on the shorter, westem end of the house. The door 
was originally under the porch, flanked by three full-size windows on one 
side, and one small one on the other. The second story had three windows 
on each of the short sides, and two on each of the long sides, all 
surrounded by shutters. The hip roof ~as topped with a cupola. 

The wraparound porch was taken-down at least eleven years ago, 
leaving only the original steps in front of the door. The original wooden 
siding is still in place, but is now covered over by a reddish-brown brick 
veneer. The front doorway has had faux stonework placed around it, and 
the small window that had been next to it has been removed. All the 
shutters on the house have been removed, as has the cupola. 

Although we were unable to examine the interior of the house, it is 
very likely that it has been substantially altered. The house has been 
partitioned into five apartments, which must have necessitated the 
rearrangement of the floor plan. Furthermore, the addition of several new 
kitchens and bathrooms for the apartments must have done significant 
damage to the original walls and floors. The structure is now a rental 
property owned by Chambers, inc. 
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8. Significance Survey No • 'P & 6 <8---4-~ S-'i 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1•99 
-1~1599 

- 1 &e»--1699 
-1~1799 

-1~1891 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Area• of Slgnlflcanc.._.ct.eck and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric ..lL community planning - landscape architecture_ reltgion 
_ areheology-hlstortc _ conservation - law - acience 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature - sculpture 
_architecture _education - military - social/ 

_ engineering _ music humanlt.arian -•rt ...._ t 
_ HploratlOn/Nttlement - philosophy - u-a er = ==tlona _Industry _ pollticalgovemment _ tranaport.tl_o~ 
_Invention - other (apectfy, 

aullderi Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: ~A ~B ~C D ~E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Knight House is, in our estimation, not an hlstoric~lly significant 
property. Its architectural style was a mix of several types, including 
Victorian, but is now bereft of its original character*. 

The most distinctive architectural feature, the wraparound porch, has 
been completely removed. In addition, the characteristic wooden 
sideboard has been concealed beneath a faux brick facade. The appearance 
of the house has been drastically changed by these modifications, 
rendering it practically unrecognizable. Furthermore, the restoration of 
the house's original features would be a prohibitively expensive project 
for the owners of the structure to undertake. The interior of the house has 
undergone even more change than the exterior, as it has been carved up 
into five apartments. The creation of five apartments must have required 
the installation of as many as four new bathrooms and the same number of 
kitchens, resulting in the destruction of many walls and floors. 

The Knight family was apparently not active in the community, as 
they are not mentioned by the various accounts from Jong-time residents. 
The house itself is apparently not considered a landmark, as no one we 
have spoken with can recall it in its original form. 

The portion of Riverdale which the house occuptes, the area 
surrounding Dupont Circle, has deteriorated along with the Knight House. 
One of the original houses of Riverdale, located directly across the circle 
from the Knight House (block 50, lot 28), ts now no more than a 
delapidated, burned-out shell. In addition, a house that once faced the 
circle on Harrison Avenue (block 53, lot 4) has been tom down, leaving 
only a filled-in cellar and an empty, trash-and-weed-filled lot. A 
restoration of th1s house alone, then, would do 11ttle to improve the 
appearance of this portion of the neighborhood. 



"· 

9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. fO:- '6Y·r~59 

cf. Chain of Title 
cf. Blunden House-Notes 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nomln11ted property -------

Quadrangle n11me ------- Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Llat all atatea •nd countlea tor properties overlapping state or county bound•rlea 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name 'title Heather Ersts and Justin Lev-Tov 

organization University of Maryland, HIST 419 D date December 1989 

street & number History Dept., Francis Scott Key 2115 telephone 454-4235 

city or town 
College Park 

state 
Maryland 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Coue of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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