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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property Name : 4605 Queensbury Road 

~ 

Survey Number: PG- (of- L/ - '7 ~ 
Property Address: 4605 Queensbury Road, Riverdale, Maryland 

Project: Vesta Inc. I HUD rehabilitation Agency: HUD 

Site visit by MHT Staff: ...JL no __ yes Name -------------- Date ----------

PG- te<&-f District Name: Riverdale Survey District Survey Number: 

Listed __ x_ Eligible---------------------------- Comment 

Criteria: ...JLA __ B ...]LC __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 

The resource X contributes/ __ does not contribute to the historic significance of this 
historic district in: 

X Location X Design X Setting X Materials 

x Workmanship Feeling Association 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

4605 Queensbury Road is located within and contributes to the National Register eligible 
Riverdale Historic Survey area documented in a report dated July 1991, prepared by M-NCPPC. 
This large early 20th century, 2-1/2 story, frame residence with an irregular roof line and 

->Jrojecting front bay is characteristic of the residential architecture of that portion of the 
Jwn of Riverdale that developed as a late 19th & early 20th century railroad and streetcar 

suburb and became one of the most desirable residential suburbs in the Washington area. Most 
of the houses in this neighborhood were of frame construction and reflected the popular 
tastes of the period, as illustrated in house catalogs of those years. 

Documentation on the property is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

andtheRiverdaleSurveyReport 

Prepared by: Howard Berger. M-NCPPC, P.G. County 

Jo Ellen Freese October 7 1996 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

no not applicabl1 

I u i' 
( Date 



Survey No. PG- b <( - 4- 7 5 
MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
_x~- Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
{Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

__ x_ 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

Buildin 

Historic Environment: 

__ x_ 

__ x_ 

Suburban 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic, single dwelling in rail/streetcar 

suburb 

Known Design Source: None 



Survey: PG # 68-4-75 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: _c:::...·~1=9=04........_ ___ _ 

Building Name: 4605 Queensbury Road 

Location: -~4~6~0~5~0~ue~e~n~s~b~u~rLv~R~o~a~d~·~R~iwv~e~r~da~l~e~._,_,M~ar~v~l~a~n=d--------~ 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description 

The building at 4605 Queensbury Road (Lot 3 and adjacent 40' Lot 4, 
Block 40, Riverdale Park) is a large, two-story and attic late Victorian frame 
house with an irregular plan and hip roof covered with asphalt shingles. The 
main facade faces north; the plan of the house is composed of a main block to 
the northeast, modified.by two large, full-height projections, one to the west 
and one to the south. Both projections are original to the house. The house 
rests on a parged brick foundation and the exterior of the house has been 
covered with white asbestos shingles. The window surrounds of the first story 
have been covered with aluminum, but those of the upper stories are wood. 
Throughout the house there are large double-hung wood sash windows; most of 
the windows are 1/1, but several have multi-light sash. At the rear of the 
house a large enclosed porch is fenestrated with windows that combine large 
plate glass sections and multi-light casements. 

Significance 

The frame house at 4605 Queensbury Road (Lot 3 and adjacent 40', Lot 4, 
Block 40, Riverdale Park) is significant as a large late Victorian house 
typical of those built in Riverdale Park and other turn-of-the-century 
railroad and streetcar suburbs. Although both the exterior and interior of 
4605 Queensbury Road have been altered, the house retains its early form and 
fenestration and a number of interior details including wood floors and window 
and door surrounds. Land records indicate that both Lot 3 and Lot 4 in Block 
40 were initially sold by the Riverdale Park Company soon after the 
subdivision was platted; Lot 3 in September 1892, and Lot 4 in September 1893. 
The lots were sold to different individuals, and it was not until the spring 
of 1901 that both were owned by Frederick McKee. A copy of the Riverdale Park 
subdivision plat, owned by the Town, indicates that a building existed on Lot 
3 by 1904. Suburban directories indicate that McKee was a lawyer in 
Washington residing on Madison Avenue (now Queensbury Road) near the electric 
railway (the streetcar line at Baltimore Avenue). McKee retained ownership of 
the house until May 1919. Since then, the house has had a number of owners, 
and has been adapted for multi-family use. The current owner, Myrna Shontere 
purchased the property in April 1986. 

Acreage: 9,991 sq. ft. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common 4605 Queensbury Road 

2. Location 

street & number 4605 Queensbury Road 

city, town Riverdale 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
· -X- building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_X_ private 
__ both 

Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
_y_not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
-X-no 

Survey No. PG# 68-4-75 

Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

congressional district 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publiCation 

5th 

__ museum 
__ park 

_L_ ptivate residenc' 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ mmers) 

name Myrna W. Shontere 

street & number 4605 Queensbury Road telephone no.: 

city, town Riverdale state and zip code Maryland 20737 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse.registryotdeeds.etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 6323 

street & number Main Street folio 294 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

G. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title N/A 

date __________________ -::_-::_-::__fe_d_e_r_al_=== state __ coun:y _ loc;;I 

depository for survey records 

ci:y. town state 



7. Description 

- Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_E.._ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins __x altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
--4_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey NoPG# 68-4-75 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

4605 Queensbury Road (Lot 3 and adjacent 40' Lot 4, Block 40, Riverdale 
Park) is a large, two-story and attic late Victorian frame house with an 
irregular plan and a multi-gable hip roof covered with asphalt shingles. The 
plan of the house is composed of a main block to the northeast which is 
modified by two large, full-height projections, one to the west and one to the 
south. Both projections are original to the house. (See attached site plan) 
The house sits on a p~rged brick foundation and the exterior of the house has 
been covered with asbestos shingles. The window surrounds of the first story 
have been covered with aluminum, but those of the upper stories are wood. 
Throughout the house there are large double-hung wood sash windows; most of 
the windows are 1/1 but several have multi-light sash. At the rear of the 
house a large enclosed porch is fenestrated with windows that combine large 
plate glass sections and multi-light casements. 

The two-bay main (north) facade is reached by concrete steps leading to 
a large stone-walled stoop with a concrete floor. The facade contains a two­
story projecting hexagonal bay to the east that is surmounted by a front-gable 
pediment with a boxed cornice and returns. The west bay of the main facade 
contains the single door entry with a prominent molded and pedimented door 
surround with fluted pilasters. Above the paneled entry door, which is a 
modern replacement, is a fixed pan~ single-light transom. Above the entry at 
the second story is a 1/1 double-hung window. 

The west elevation is composed of a full-height projection perpendicular 
to the main block and north facade. The projection is rectangular in plan and 
is surmounted by a multi-slope front gable roof. The shallow north wall of 
the projection contains a single octagonal fixed-pane window between the first 
and second story. The west elevation of the projection contains a 1/1 double­
hung' window to the north between the first and second story. Similar windows 
are located on both stories of the south bay; a single window at the second 
story and two closely spaced windows at the first story. The attic of the 
projection is lighted by a triple 1/1 window flanked by shorter, six-light 
casements. 

The rear (south) elevation is composed of the full-height hip roof main 
block projection which is fronted by a shed roof wraparound porch. The 
western end of the porch, which extends to that edge of the house, remains 
enclosed only by screens. The portion of the porch that wraps around the 
southeast corner of the house is enclosed and lighted with plate glass and 
multi-pane casement windows. From the shallow north wall of the enclosed 
porch is a wood and glass door leading to the side yard. The second story of 
the main block projection contains 1/1 double-hung windows and modern, single­
pane casements. Centered in the hip roof of the main block projection is a 
front-gable, pedimented dormer with returns and an attached pair of 1/1 
double-hung windows. 



S'-.::-ve:: ~1c. PG# 68-4-75 

Jesc:-~~=~o~ (co~~inueci) Sec~ion 7 ?age 2 
--=o...--

The east elevation of the house is part of the two-bay, hip-roof main 
block. To the south is a two-story projecting hexagonal bay like that of the 
main facade. The northernmost face of the bay contains a wood and glass door 
leading to the side yard. The north bay of this elevation contains a 1/1 
double-hung window at each story. 



8. Significance 

p~~ 

_ pf"t{llatorlc 

- 1400-14~ 

- 1500-15~ 

- 1600-1699 

A,-.sa ot ~Ua"lfkAnc-Ch.it<:k and Jvstlfy b41ow 
_ arcn.<>10911-prenlstorlc _X_ community planning 
_ ar~ti.ology-tilstorlc _ conMrvation 
_ agriculture - ~onomi~ 

_X architecit.ire _ ~u~tlon 

Pc;.. 
Su::::-.:ey ~o. · 68-4-75 

_landau~ arcnit.cture_ religion 
_law _ sci.nc. 

_ lltctntunt _ sculpture 
_ military _ sociaU 

_ 1700-17'99 _art __ engin..nng _ music hum.(tiUci£• 

-theatef' _ 1800-18~ _ cornmof"'Ce 
----1. 1900- _ communbtlOfl• 

~tfk dat.. c .1904 

cb.eclc Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable E.xception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ •xpiof"atloo;u~ _ pniio~ 

_industry _ polttlcs/90vemmeni - tranaportatl<: 
_lnvflltio<i _ oth« (specif 

kUkHi'f At'Chlte<:t 

A _B .x_C _D 

A c D E F G 

national _state ~local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history C!.n< 

support. 

The frame house at 4605 Queensbury Road (Lot 3 and adjacent 40', Lot 4, 
Block 40, Riverdale Park) is significant as a large late Victorian house 
typical of those built in Riverdale Park in the late 19th and early 20th 
century by people settling in the new suburb who used the railroad and 
streetcar to commute to jobs in downtown Washington. Although both the 
exterior and interior of the house have been altered, the house retains its 
early form, its large 1/1 double-hung windows and a number of interior details 
including wood floors and window and door surrounds. 

The land on which the Riverdale Park subdivision was built had been part 
of the Riversdale Plantation established in 1801 when Henri Joseph Stier, a 
Belgian aristocrat, purchased 800 acres north of Bladensburg, and began to 
develop a plantation. After Stier's return to Belgium in 1803, completion of 
the Riversdale mansion and management of the plantation were taken over by his 
daughter Rosalie and her husband George Calvert. The Riversdale Plantation 
became a modrl of its type, and remained within the Calvert family for three 
generations. After the death in 1864 of Charles Benedict Calvert (son of 
Rosalie and George Calvert), a commission was appointed to divide the 
plantation among his heiri and a 300-acre dower lot (as well as the 175-acre 
lot adjoining it to the north) was sold by Calvert heirs in 1887 to John Fox, 
president of the Riverdale Park Company, a New York real 2state syndicate 
which then began to develop the suburb of Riverdale Park. 



MAR~ HISTORICAL TRUST Survey r!o~G: 68-4-75 
STAIE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance (continued) 

Sect ion 8 Page 2 ---

The land was platted in 1889 by D. J. Howell. Streets were laid out in 
a grid pattern, straddling the Washington line of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, which ran north and south through the new community and offered 
residents easy commuting into the Federal city to the southwest. Park spaces 
and circle~ of green were provided in the plan and parkland was reserved 
around the Calvert mansion ~hich was to be preserved "as a sacred relic of an 
era replete with memories." Streets were named for the Presidents of the 
United States, Washington through McKinley, 4s well as for other distinguished 
statesmen such as Clay, Lafayette and Beale. 

Construction of dwellings began in the early 1890s. All were of frame 
construction, and reflected the popular tastes of the period, as illustrated 
in house catalogs of those years. Some were pyramidal-roof Foursquares, other 
front-gabled or cross-gabled; many were highlighted by projecting bays or 
corner towers, and almost all had prominent wraparound porches with jigsawn 
decorative details. By the turn of the century, the new suburb had 
approximately 60 dwellings, a Presbyterian church, a handsome Victorian 
schoolhouse and a railroad station; the latter two public buildings were built 
by the Riverdale Park Company. There were two general stores and telephone 
and telegraph communicatiogs were available. Concrete sidewalks were provided 
for the principal streets. Because of its convenient location, its 
efficient line of transportation into the City, its primary school, and its 
picturesque tree-lined streets, Riverdale Park became one of the most 
desirable residential suburbs in the Washington area. 

Land records indicate that both Lot 3 and Lot in Block 40 were initially 
sold by the Riverdale Park Company soon after the6subdivision was platted; Lot 
3 in September 1892, and Lot 4 in September 1893. The lots were sold to 
different individuals, an9 it was not until the spring of 1901, that both were 
owned by Frederick McKee. A copy of the Riverdale Park subdivision ~lat, 
owned by the Town, indicates that a building existed on Lot 3 by 1904. 
Suburban directories indicate that McKee was a lawyer in Washington with on 
Madison Avenue (now Queens~ury Road) near the electric railway (the streetcar 
line at Baltimore Avenue). McKee retained ownership of the house until May 
1919. Since then, the house has had a number of owners, and long ago was 
adapted for multi-family use. The current owner, Myrna Shontere purchased the 
property in April 1986. (See attached chain of title.) 



MARYLUID HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance (continued) 

fr;· 
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Sec ti on 8 Page 3 

I.Pearl, S. G., Riversdale, Historic Structures Report, Part II, History: 
M-NCPPC, 1979. 

2.Prince George's County Land Records, JWB8:426, 520; JWB12:484; JWB13:614. 

3."Riverdale Park" real estate promotional brochure, c.1904. 

4.Prince G~orge's County Subdivision Plats, JWB5:747; "Riverdale Park" real 
estate promotional brochure. 

5."Riverdale Park" real estate promotional brochure; see also Pearl, S.G., 
Victorian Pattern Book Houses in Prince George's County, Maryland, M-NCPPC, 
1988. 

6.Prince George~s County Land Records, JWB23:505 and JWB26:420. 

7.Prince George's County Land Records, 2:558 and 3:387. 

8.Assessment records do not confirm construction on either Lot 3 or Lot 4 
until 1910. See Prince George's County Assessment Records, E. D. #16, 1910. 

9.Nelson's Suburban Directory of Maryland and Virginia Towns Adjacent to the 
District of Columbia. 1912-1913,p. 133. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#68-4-75 

See Notes, Section, #8 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Lot 3 & Adjacent 40" Lot 4, Block 40, Riverdale Park 

Acreage of nominated property ---------

Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale --------

UTM References do KOT complete UTM references 

A Li_j I I I I I l l I l l 8 LLl l I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting North in~ 

cLLJ I oLJJ I I I I 
E Lt_j I F Li_j I I 
GL_Ll I H LJ_j I 
Vern.al boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping st.ate or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name 1title Howard S. Berger, Architectural Historian 

organization Hi st. Pres. Sec ti on--M-NCPPC date June 1991 

~tre€t&nuniber 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone ( 301) 952-3520 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Cece of Y~~yland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplesent. 

7he sur"' .... ey end ir..ventory are being p:-epc.red for infor.--w.Gtion c.nd 
record purposes only and do net constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: !-~::yland Histor:_cc2- T:-usc 

Sh.::·.: Eouse 

;. _ _:;:-::~::cl=-~~ !-";..Cryl;:~c~ 2.]..lGl 
~ -: ~- • , ,.. ,- r_; - ~ I -.: ?, • ·~·~ 

1....LJ 



6323:294 
29 April 1986 
Deed 

6323:291 
29 April 1986 
Deed 

4750:957 
19 April 1977 
Deed 

1763:591 
14 July 1954 
Deed 

182:7 
10 July 1922 
Deed 

143:102 
9 May 1919 
Deed 

63:152 
24 December 1910 
Deed 

2:558 
13 June 1901 
Deed 

2:556 
12 June 1901 
Deed 

JWB 23:505 
22 September 1892 
Deed 

PG # 68-4-75 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

4605 Queensbury Road 

Thomas D. McKenzie to Myrna W. Shontere. Grantor 
conveys Lot 3 and adjacent 40' of Lot 4 in Block 40, 
Riverdale Park. Plat recorded JWB 5:688 or A:42. 
Same obtained from John C. Dorsey, Inc., 29 April 
1986, 6323:291. 

John C. Dorsey, Inc. to Thomas D. McKenzie. Grantor 
conveys Lot 3 and part of Lot 4 (and others) in Block 
40. Same obtained from R. Wesley and Lena M. Shade, 
19 April 1977, 475:957. 

K. Wesley and Lena M. Shade to John Dorsey, Inc. 
Granters Convey Lot 3 and part of Lot 4 (and others) 
in Block 40. Same obtained from Charles A. and Marie 
L. Carey, 14 July 1954, 1763:591. 

Cha~les A. and Marie L. Carey to R. Wesley and Lena M. 
Shade. Grantors conveys Lot 3 and part of Lot 4 (and 
others) in Block 40. Same obtained from Joel H. and 
Eleanor H. Eggleston, 10 July 1922, 182:7. 

Joel H. and Eleanor H. Eggleston to Charles A. and 
Marie L. Carey. Grantors convey Lot 3 and part of Lot 
4 (and others) in Block 40. Same obtained from Amo S. 
and Fred McKee, 9 May 1919, 143:102. 

Amo S. and Fred McKee to Joel H. Eggleston. Granters 
convey Lots 3 and 4 in Block 40. Same obtained from 
Fred McKee, 24 December 1910, 63:152. 

Fred McKee to Amo S. and Fred McKee. Grantor conveys 
Lots 3 and 4 in Block 40. Lot 3 obtained from Frank 
J. Ettinger, 13 June 1901, 2:558; Lot 4 obtained from 
Annie L. and Edward L. Redfield, 22 April 1901, 3:387. 

Frank J. and Frances S. Ettinger to Fred McKee. 
Grantors convey Lot 3 in Block 40. Same obtained from 
Louis B. Ettinger, 12 June 1901, 2:556. 

Louis B. Ettinger to Frank J. Ettinger. Granter 
conveys Lot 3 in Block 40. Same obtained from 
Riverdale Park Company, 22 September 1892, JWB 23:505. 

Riverdale Park Company to Louis B. Ettinger. Grantor 
conveys Lot 3 in Block 40 of grantors subdivision of 
Riverdale Park. 



3:387 
22 April 1901 
Deed 

JWB 26:420 
1 September 1893 
Deed 

PG # 68-4-75 

Annie L. and Edward L. Redfield to Fred McKee. Grant­
ors convey Lot 4 in Block 40. Same obtained from 
Riverdale Park Company, 1 September 1893, JWB 26:420. 

Riverdale Park Company to Annie L. (Grove) Redfield. 
Grantor conveys Lot 4 in Block 40 of grantor's subdi­
vision of Riverdale Park. To clear title, this deed 
is made. 
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Sponsor: 
Property: 

Photo: 

Vesta, Inc. 
4605 Queensbury Rd. 
Riverdale, Md. 20737 
Front (North) fG:(,g-~,/5" 



Sponsor: 
Property: 

Photo: 

Vesta, Inc. 
4605 Queensbury Rd. 
Riverdale, Md. 20737 
Rear (South) f G-:(,&-~~l~ 



Sponsor: 
Property: 

Photo: 

Vesta, Inc. 
4605 Queensbury Rd. 
Riverdale, Md. 20737 
Side (East) P6- .bg-Y-l~ 
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Sponsor: 
Property: 

Photo: 

Vesta, Inc. 
4605 Queensbury Rd. 
Riverdale, Md. 20737 
Side (West) f'G '-i y,/s 
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