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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hyattsville Post Office is a one-story brick building constructed over
a full basement. The building is rectangular in plan and faces north onto
Gallatin Street. The Post Office consists of a central, three-bay blcck
flanked by smaller one bay pavilions. The central block has a pitchead,
slate roof with brick gable encs terminating in stylized chimneys; the
pavilions have flat roofs. A frame cupola crowns the center of the pitched
roof. Th2 entrance to the huilding is located at the center of the Galla-
tin Street facace.

The wells are detailed in Flemish bonﬁ prick with flush mortar. The
building rests on a masonry watertable. Stylized limestcne quoins articu-
late thz corners of the central bleock and the pavilicns. There are three
rouna-arched openings in the central block anda single rectangular ogenings
in each of the pavilions. The arch surrcurciny the entrance is cetailed in
limeston=z and features a molded kKeystone anc shallow impost blocks. Jronss
above the windows of the central pavilion are composed cf headsrs with
simple linestone impost blocks and keysyoaba. Thz rectancular windows are

tozped oy brick jack arches. Single panels are set within the walli asove

each rectangular ooening. A limestone cornice w;t“ modillion klocks tro-
je“ts above a frieze on the central block. "UNITED STATES POST OFFICE" is
incisea within the frieze ine pavilions are surmounted by a narrow, flush

)}

cornice. Five granite Steoc with a simple wrought iron rail lead from the
sidewalk to the entrance. Decorative wrought and cast iron coach lamps
project Ifrom the building at either side of the entrance.

The entrance features a fanlight transom above panelled and glazed doors.
Interlaces decorate the head above the six-light transom. An entablature
with a fluted frisze extends below the transom. "HYATTSVILLE MD" is
incised within a recessed panel above the docrs. The rectangular windows
are composed of nine-over—-six sash; the round arched winaows of eighteen-—
over—eight sash.

(See Continuaticn Shezt)
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The interior cof the Post Cfiice consists of a public lopby at the front of
the buiiding with the work rocm and ancillary spaces located at the rear
and in th2 pasement. Tne Postmastar’'s offics, lccated in the northwest
corner, opens bcth intc the leopbyv and the workrcom. A glazed vestibule
Drojects Irom the entrance into the lcbbv. The westibule features Cclenial
i1ing sucn as ralised panels ana gilasters. Th2 rectangular

'S marble wainscot ancd pasepocarcas. | Tns door surrounc framing

r the Postmaster’s Cffice is articulated with pilasters and

a full entaplature. Six murals by Eugene Kincman cecorate the lobbv. The
murals refer to the agricultural heritage of Prince Gecrge's County. !
cornstalk bcraer pelow each mural ties their composition together., The
murals consist of vignettes deplctins horses grazing penind a fence, a
rural cnurcn, Irame STYUCTUras alonc waTer witn masts of sailbcats visible

T
in the o2aCkcrouna, plougnea fielas, anc fislds bein
-
o 1

- =17 oo ammeal s e )
VEXy Ial: SCXEsS embel.lisn o

in .
ol amain 3 1y ¥ a remarxap ecree
cf integrity. The only changes there consist ©f a rouch ashlar stone
ol X

nter installea in ftne ncriheast peortion and overnzad Zixt
icinal To tne buillaing. (The present Saturn clcbes, retrisved from

the Upper Marlincro Post Office, are said o resexble the original cnes.)
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_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
1935 Loyis A, Simon, Supervising Arch.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hyattsville Post Office, built in 1935, is one of the most archi-
tecturally distinguished 20th century buildings in Hyattsville. An excel-
lent example of Colonial Revival architecture, the Hyattsville Post Office
reflects the attention Hyattsville resident and Fourth Assistant Postmaster
General Smith W. Purdum paid to its construction. Prior to the opening of
the Prince Gecrge’s County Postal Facility in 1970, the Hyattsville Post
Office functioned as the center of mail distribution for the rapidly
growing southern portion of Prince George’s County. The Hyattsville Post
Office meets Criterion C ("embodies the distinquishing characteristics of a
tyne...possesses hich artistic values") because of its handsome aaaptation
of Colonial precedents. In the future, the building may also meet Cri-
terion B ("associated with the lives of persons significant in our past")
as the passage of time permits objective evaluation of long-time postmaster
Egbert F. Tingley and mural artist Eugene Kingman.

HISTORY

The Hyvattsville Post Office is an excellent example of Colcnial revival
architecture that gains additional significance through its local context.
Typical of Maryland post offices designed by the Office of Supervising
Architect of the Treasury, the Hyattsville Post Office relies on American
Georgian precedents for its massing and ornamental vocabulary. Its modest
size and scale is well suited to Colonial revival treatment. The national
connotations of this style and its link with Maryland architectural tradi-
tion are especially appropriate for a civic building of this type.

The Hyattsville Post Office, while similar to other post offices throughout
Maryland, is an unusually effective adaptation of Colonial revival. The
proportions and massing of the building are exceptionally handsome. Unlike
many post offices of this period which have five continuous bays, the
prooortions of the three bay facade of the central block function well with
the building’s height and cupola. The use of a central block with flanking

(See Continuation Sheets)
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pavilions recalls disposition characteristic of the Marviand and Virginia
Tidewater. This massing creates a narmonious relationship bstween the
cupola and tnhe central block and hignlights the gaoie ends. Tne guelns add
furtner empn 1asis tc the handscome composition. {(Ccrrespondence auring the
builaing’'s construction reveals dlssatisfacticn with the appsarance of
skylights, now cone, from above the flat roof. This may explain why subse—
guent post oifices utilizea a continuous five pav Zacade topped Dy a sin-
gle, pitchec rooi.)

T2 architectural cuality cof the Hyattsville Post Cifice may be atiributed
tc Hyattsviile resident Smitn W. Purdum’s position as Fourth Assistant
Postmaster General in charge of the Division of Engineering and Research.
His residence was on Gallatin Street about four plocks from the Post
Cifice. (Interview with Francis X. Geary.! Correspondence snows that
Puraum himself devoted attention to the construction of the puilding as
w=ll as te tne aesign and execution of the murals. (Reccra Group 121, Item
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Withirn the context of other early 20th century, buildings in Hyattsville,
tnhe Post CiZIice 1s outstanding. Hyattsville possesse hite
siqnificar: rESlOe‘tlal neicnoernoods encomsassing

ana eax;, 20th century stvles. Its commercial ana civic a chitecture from
rioa 1s, however, far more modest and CCOnsisSts pr

struct“rcs with party walls having little arcni
le's few notewcL_ny free-

builcings form a backdrop for Hvattsvil
:¢1ing 1nstitu lonal Strh”*¢I€S like tne National Guara Armory, the Post
ice, ana tne County Service Building. The quality of i*s Gesign ana
ing maxes tne P st Office one of the most architecturally dis-
tinguisnea ¢I tnese puildings.

structure to house the
a tne vacant land on whnich

Hyattsville Post O flce. \11113” P. Macruder own

the Hyattsviile Post Cffice was built. AJL Seigenspinner, ‘oliege Heights
Estates realtor, negotiated tne sale of tne vronerty for 37,300. ("I
Believe in America," pp. 6, 21-22.) Architectural drawings show that site
surveys had commenced Dby Octoper 1934. By Janaarv 31, 1933 the construc-
tion contract had peen signad and work pegan on March 18 cf that vear.

Postmaster (General James A. Farley laic tne cornerstone on June 19, 1933,
Fourtn Assistant Postmaster General Smitn W. Purdum, both Maryvland sena-
tors, and 200 other dignitaries were also on hand. Blauner Construction
Ccmpany of Chicago buillt the second-class postal facility at a cost of
576,000. James N. Pieiffer and C. Tarrant were among the stonemasons; James
T. Haggett was one cf the pricklayers. (Washington Post, June 20, 1935, p.
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12; Record Group 121.) Supoliers for the bullding included the following:

Marple walnsceot & basepoarcs Gray Knex »Marple Co., Knoxviile
Ixterior light fixtures Micnaels Art Bronze Co.

Limestone Incdian Hill Stone Co., Bloomington
Rrick United Clay Proaucts, D.C.
Granite Frank Peach, Granite, Mcd.
Torrazzo Standard Art Marble & Tile, D.C.
landscaping Hvattsville Nursery.

The builaing was occupiea on Octoper 19, 1935, (Record Grcup 121,
"trattsville Post Office Recoras Town's History," Prince George’s Senti-
nel, march 20, 1869, p. 16.)

attsville Post Cffice was designed under tne authoritv of Louis A.
Supervising Arcnitect of the Treasury. Names appearing on the
nitectural drawings for the puilding include F.H. McCrary, A.w. Clark,
oittel, rlanagan, Santelmann, Moore, Swase,, and Bover. F.H. McCrary
acked most of tne drawings wnich ars datea December 1934. Caleb C. Motz
pervisad construction for the Treasury.
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Correspondencs indicates the commission for murals within tne buillaing
! 3 t 1y a single mural over the

: ly won a competition

b“t nis abuual desiqq di not match the promise cf his initial sketcn. At
= r

tnz suggestion of tnhe Hyattsville mayor and pestmaster, Jules’ scheme fea-
tured a postal theme. In a letter to Edwara B. Rowan, Superintendent of
thne Painting and Sculpture Section, Jules wrote, "In speaking with tness
eople I iearned that tne town 1s largely resicential naving no inaustries
wnatsoever., Also tnat they were not at all entnusiastic about the idea of
using local history as the supject matter." (Record Group 121, Itsm 133.)
Jules balked at reuesign demandec by kKowan, pegcing ofI the commission.

Tre present murals w=2re paintea by Lug
centract 1ndicates that the medium was t
were commissioned for $13%9¢. Ballarc
lation. Kingman was approacnsd on the basis cf nhis entry to a competition
for the Justice Department. Early in the discussions with Kingman the
numoer of murals was increased anc thes concept of using a frieze to unify
the murals was put forward. Rowan recommended scenes of Hyattsville coun-
rvside as the subject matter. "In view of tne fact that this is the home
of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General {Smith Purdum} who 1s an enthu-
siast about horses I hope that vour supject matter will be able to include
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Novemper 3, 1936.) Rowan's
for the Treasury

som2 norses in the design."  (Rowan to Kingman,
sucgestion may have peen an attempt o atone to bPurdum
a Purdum's reguest tTo substitute a trotilng

+1
+ L
horse for the arrow on the weatner vans. (Purdum to Procurement Division,

Smith Puraum proposed tnat
and member of the Pri

tne murals. Brs. Ray was
ana arcve Kingman around
aesigns." (Kingman to Rowan, Aprii 1

most cleosely scrutinized aspect of the mu
elther & plack, plepald or aapplec 2 ml
; " fRowan to Kingman, Marcn &, 1937.) Puraum, who personally
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Tne Hvattsville Post Cffice zlsc relates to themss in dvattsville and
Prince Gecrge's County recent history and may also meset Criterion A ("as-—
sociated with events that have made a si ! contripution toe the broad
atterns of our history.") Tnes twentis " nistory of Hvattsville

and southern Prince Gecrgs's County ha naracterized by the transi-
tion from railroad transportaticn to tne a 1 and by the replacement
I agricultural land use with suburpan cpmant. Indeeqa, Prince

County was among the fastest growina counties in the nation during

s
40s and 1950s. Hvattsvil
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Because the Hyvattsville Post Cfiice encompassed large tracts of unasvelopea
lana within its geographic bouncaries, 1t was particularly affecrsd by the
larce-scale suburpban development cnaracterizing soutnern Prince Georcs
County. Tne Hyattsville Post Cificsz pecame tne central postal facility for
scuthern Prin C ' branc! in
tamonstorn, Che iy icnway,
Crnillum, Tuxea A nnam Hill lent Vil I : ni, N h In N OOC,
usens Chapel, ] -Or < o8 na Lancley E Whan 1t opanad
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _@PProx. 145 ftr. x 145 ft. or .482 acres
UTMREFERENCES Washington East Quadrangle, D.C. - Maryland; scale 1:24000
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 26, 27, and 28, Block "B" in Wine and Johnson's 2nd Addition to Hyattsville

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CCODE ZOUNTY CODE

E&1 FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ' TITLE

Bettv Bird October 27, 1985
ORGANIZATION DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

2025 Eve Street, N.W,, Suite 801 202-463-2033
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Washinetcn, D.C. 20006
m CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
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STATE ORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the ‘National Register. certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to

evaluate 1ts significance. The evaluated level of significance 1s National State Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE DATE

FOR NPS USE ONLY
} HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 899-214
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
/_excsu.sm __DETERIORATED UNALTERED /_omemL SITE
—GOOD __RUINS Lmﬂm _MOVED  DATE_
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This is & one-story colonial, brick and limestone building with three
bays in the major, center portion and one bay wings on either side., The

brick flemish bond and the limestone is used on the corners in a rusticated
fashion and in the cornice with modellions, The roof in the canter is gable
in shape and made of slate , The wings have a flat roof, There are roman
arches over the main windows with limestone keystones, The gable ends of
the main roof are also framed in limestone, Ths main door is a double
door with six lights over a small panel and a transom

The interior hss not been changed over the years, The vestibule is
there with the green marble, There are also four murals, on either side
of the lobby and over the service window, The original plaster detail
on the ceiling remains in excellent condition,

The only alteration was the addition of a loading dock in the back

with 2 hood and 2 small extension of about 1500 sq. feet

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC _..COV\_lMUNIT\‘ PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1498 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION — LAW . SCIENCE
—1500-1599 7AGRICU LTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 L ARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 ZART —ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
;_1 800-1899 COMMERCE —__EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT HILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY L POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ILouis Simon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is an excellent example of the Federal goverments attempts
during the lew Deal years to bring meaningful architecture to all govermment
buildings, including those in small towns, Hyattsville at that time was a small
town outside Washington and this building was located one-half block off
UsSe 1 @8 it made its way into Jashington, At that time it was a major
structure for the town, but now it has been dwarfted by the rapid post
wWorld War II growth of the area, It appears to be the one remaining
example of this period, style and use that has durvived that change.

If the Postal Service decides to sell ths builciing, it could be
destroyed for the use of the land that is so close to U,5. 1 . There
does not appear to be any local interest in the building but that may

just reflect the transient nature of the population,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ; COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE °

Joseph P. O'Grady

DATE

ORGANIZATIO R 3 . ¢
3bseﬁh F. 0'Grady and Associates 2/2/ 1980
STREET & NUMB E E v - IELEPHONE,
907 French Road ac 215954 Lol0
CITYOR TOWN | : STATE _
llewtown Square Pa,

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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