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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-.lGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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CHECK ONE 

_xUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1G1NAL s1rE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hyattsville Post Off ice is a one-story brick building constructed over 
a ful 1 basement. The building is rectangular in plan and faces nort.1-i onto 
Gal la tin Street. The Post Office consists of a central, three-bay blcck 
flanked by smaller one bay pavilions. The central block has a pitched, 
slate roof with brick ge_ble e:1cs ter.ninc_tinc; in stylized chimneys; the 
pavilions have flat roofs. A frame cup:ila crowns the center of the pitched 
roof. The entrar;.ce to the .buildirn; is loca+:eG. at the center of the Galla
tin Street facade. 

The ~c-1 ls are c_etailed in Flemish bone brick with flush mortar. The 
builC'_inc; rests on a. masonry watertable. Stylized limestcne quoins articu
late th~ corners of the central block anci t:he pavil icns. 'l'here ar2 tl-.ree 
rouno-arched openi.:-:igs in ti'l.e central block a;1ci. single rectanqc:lar openings 
in each of "the pavilions. The c.rcr, surrcur.C.in:; the entrar:ce is cetailerJ in 
l:_mestone 3nd fec.-cures 2.. molded keystone an(; sr,allow i::;.post blocks. ;..r.~:--E?S 

above the winC:ows of the cern:ral pavilio:J are co:nposed cf heade::::-s wi-;:h 
simple lin.estone ir:1;>cst blocks and keystones. Th2 rectanqular v;iDdo>;s .:rre 
t-o;ped 0y brick jack arcf:es. Sinsle panels are set within the ·"'all .:::.cove 
each rectang'...!lar o;::>er-,ing. A lin.esto:-le cornice Kit:h r.:odillion blocks _:::,ro
jects above 3 frieze or. the central :Olock. "ul'~IT£D STATES POST OfFICE" is 
incisea within the frieze. The paYilions are surmounted by a narrow, fL1sh 
cornice. Five granite steps wit.'! a simple v.Touc;ht iron rail lead from the 
sidewalk to tl1e entrance. Decorative wrouqht ana cast iron coach lau:ps 
project .from the buildir.g at either side of t,'1.e e!"ltrance. 

The entrance features a fanlight transom above panelled and qlazeG. doors. 
Interlaces decorate the head above t.,1--ie six- light tra.nsom. 1w1 entablature 
v;ith a flu":.ed frieze extends below -che transom. "I-iYl\'l'TSVILLE 2·1G" is 
incisE:d v,-ithin a recessed ?Cffiel above the doors. 
are com_?Osed of r.ine-m·er-six sash; the rrn.li'Ci arc,ried winaov.;s cf eiyhtee:1-
over-eic;hc sash. 

(See Ccntinuaticn Sheet) 
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':'i-e. interior of the Post Office consists of a ::rX:Jlic lobby a-: the front of 
the buil::ii:-lg ·.~-ith the wor:I\. room and ancillary S;Jaces located at u'le rear 
ano in the basemenL Tne Postmaster's of::':ice, located in the northwest 
corner, o~er.s beth int:c t.he lobby ar:d the v.-or:-;:roorr.. A 9lazed vestibule 
projec~s ::::--or:; tr~e e:-r~rance ~~t:o ~:ie lcbb~~. T'h-2 \7es-:.i~·~le :e.::.l:·..:.res C:)lcnial 

lobb\" dis~la:,;s :narble wai~scoi:. and baseboards. The 0.CXJ~ s~ro~d frarninq 
i:..:ne lcbb\7 - Cioor i:.o t.~e Pos-:....LJ.aster .. s of= ice is a~ic:.ilar:.e-:i ~·i-=.:1 ::>ilasters ane§. 
a f~ll e~~a.Dlat:.:re. Six mur::i.ls by E'-lc;ene Kinc;rr.an ciecorate the lobby. The 
m'.lral s refer -:o the agric:.il t:ural heritage of 

. . 
P~.:.:-:ce Gecrge s Cou::t~(. 

cor.:-ista l:I\. bcr:::ler below eac:i mural ties their corr.;;csi -:io!"l toge':her. Tne 
~urals consis~ of vignet~es depic~in~ horses g~azins be~ir.d a fence, a 
rJr3.l c~,;.'~rc::., f!"arne s~·~c-c.'.ires alon~ ~ .. ~lc.::.e!:" ~,i~';. rnas:.s of sailboats .. ,Jisi8le 
L"1 4:.he ~c:~~ro'Cnd, plou?hed f:_e~ds, and 
v-er_.:1 rcai:-.. ~o;{es e~Dellish si-:e for~ro·Jr1d 

R.:ral oeli-

Al terati.cr:s l"la.\~"e nao lit.~le effec-:. on w.1le a1:":::-:i~ec-::...:ral c~r3C"':.e!." of ~.n.e 

~,.ii2.di:l~. ~:-:-2 loading dock at t.ne re:;..r of ~:--ie n·..:ild:.rlg has bee!""'~ e~4larsed 

The floor 
_;;lan rerr.:::.:.....-:s es.se.rrtial l~.:- ~~e sarne. 
cf in~e~r~':;. The only chanqes there consist of a ro~cn as~1ar stone 
.,1 -r:-e,.. -~s---.l""1°n ..;n ~~~ nc +-~o~c:.+-.,....... -...: '.:lif"'I..., 7 -..,...:,_,:::i.~d .. ;: .. _., ~ ~~ ....... are !:-'~a·'- ~ -"-· -c~ -·'-' .-. , -·•- .i r__,, ___ '- !:"'cr._-'-on '-"-'·a O\.'='~·'-- -~X-Z-S ~'ia'-

r:ct ori.sL..-.~3.~ ~8 t.ne b:iilding. (~he presenL. Sa~-zn c;lcbes, re~ie\red f!"orr1 
t'."le ;:.:'p:Je::::- :·ia::::-:'..boro Post Office, are said to rese:-:'.Dle t:-ie oric;inal ones.) 

2 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_ 1400-1499 __.ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC _.CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 __.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_16001699 MRCHllECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

- 1 700-1799 X-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_ 1800 1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

X_ 1900 _.COMMUNICATIONS _ _INDUSTRY _POLITICS-GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

1935 Lmds A, Simon, Snperyisipo heh, 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

STATEMENl' OF SIGNIFICMCE 

The Hyattsville Post Office, built in 1935, is one of the most archi
tecturally distinquished 20th century buildings in Hyattsville. An excel
lent example of Colonial Revival architecture, the Hyattsville Post Office 
reflects the attention Hyattsville resident and Fourth Assistant Postillaster 
General Smith W, Purdum paid to its construction. Prior to the opening of 
the Prince Georqe 's County Postal Facility in 1970, the Hyattsville Post 
Office functioned as the center of mail distribution for the rapidly 
growing southern portion of Prince George's County, The Hyattsville Post 
Office meets Criterion C ("er.l::x:xlies the distinquishing characteristics of a 
ty:::e ... possesses high artistic values") because of its handsome aciaptation 
of Colonial precedents. In the future, the building may also meet Cri
terion B ("associated with the lives of persons significant in our past") 
as the passage of time per mi ts objective evaluation of lonq-time postmaster 
Egbert F. Tingley and mural artist Eugene Kingman. 

HIS'IDRY 

'l1he Hyattsville Post Office is an excellent example of Colonial n::1.7 iv::il 
architecture that gains additional sigr~ficance through its local co~te..xt. 
Typical of Maryland post offices designed by the Office of Supen7 ising 
Architect of the Treasury, the Hyattsville Post Office relies on American 
Georsian precedents for its massing and ornamental vocabulary. Its modest 
size and scale is well suited to Colonial revival treatment. The national 
connotations of this style and its lini< with ~iar_ilar1d architectural tradi
tion are esp:=cially appropriate for a civic building of this tyi=e. 

The Hyattsville Post Office, while similar to other post off ices throuqhout 
Maryland, is an unusually effective adaptation of Colonial revival. The 
proportions and massing of the building are exceptionally handsome. Unlike 
many post offices of this period which have five continuous bays, the 
proportions of the three bay facade of the central block function well with 
the building's height and cupola. The use of a central blcx::::k with flanking 

(See Continuation Sheets) 
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pavilions recalls d:c_sr:osition characteristic of ::.he :-1ar:lar:.d and Virginia 
Tidewater. This massing creates a harmonious relationship between the 
cc.;x:ila and tne central block a:-:d hignllg!1ts the gai::Jle ends. The q'J.oins add 
furtner empnasis to the handsome corr.;x:isi ti on. ( Corres;x;ndence fr..rring the 
bc.i 10.inq, s construction re\'eals cassatisf actio:-i \,· i t":l the appearanc':: of 
skylig'.1ts, no-.,· gone, from aixNe t..f-ie flat roof. T:1is ;-;-,a\· ex:=ilai:-i ,,·ny s'Jbse
qJent oost o:fices utilizeci a continuous five bay facade topped 02· a sin
g le, pi tcheC. roof.) 

Tne archite~tural q..:.alit~i o~ the H:/attS\7ille Post u::ice ::-.ay be a.ttriiY~tecl 
tc H~atts~1:le resident Smith K. Purdu~'s posi::.ion as Fourth Assistant 
Postmast:er General in charge of the Division of I:.:::-lc.;ineering and t<.esearch. 
His residence was on Gallatin Street about four blocks from tne Post 
Office. ( lnt.en-iev-.· ,,·i th Francis X. Geary.) Corresponcience s'.Jows that 
Pc:rci"J:-r, himself cie\·ot:ed atten-tion to the constr'..lction of the b'-lilding as 
W'21 l as to tne ciesign and exec:.J.tion of the m-_;rals. (Recore Group 121, Item 
31.) 

Vii t..nir. "':he contex':. of other earl v 20th ce.'l.tu.::.2· b'J.ilci.inc:s in Hyattsville, 
the Post of:1ce is outstandins. Hyattsville possesses architect'Jrally 
si::;nificCL'"':t resic:ie1tial neighbcrhocx:is encom:;:assing a \'ariety of late 19tn 
a1n early 20t..~ cen':.ury styles. Its commercial anc:i civic architect.ire fro:n 
t:his ?E?rioa is, however, f.:L:" :r.ore mCX::est anci consists primaril~- of verna
c~la.r strG.c:.:..:res v._-it:-i tJart}~ p,.;alls i1a\-in~ littl9 a:!:"cI~itec-:.•.rral :Jr'2tensior1. 
Tnese buildings form a backdrop for Hyattsville's few noteworthy free
stanc.J.ins institutional struct'..rres like t.l1e l\ationa':. GJaro Arm012·, the Post 
Office, ano tne County Service Bcilc:iing. ~ne q~ality of its design and 
d~~ail ing rrla~es tne Post o:: ice one of tr1e :nost archi tect-~ral ly uis
tinq~isnea c: ti1es'2 i.Yiildings. 

Tne builcing constructeci ir. 1935 is tne sixt~ structure to house the 
Hvattsvill-:o Post Office. h'ill1a;r, P. 1-iagrJder u~:r:ed t!1e vacant lans on which 
the H·,:attsvi~le Pest: Ofi:ice was built. f.i..l-i. Seide:-ispin..rier, Coll~-::o Heig:-its 
Estates real tor, negotiat:eci tne sale o: t.:12 :xo:Jerty fer s;, 500. ("I 
Believe in A.T:erica," p;;. 6, 21-22.) .iUchite:::tJral drawings snm,· tha.t site 
surve\·s 11acl commencec.: by Octocer 1934. By J'1I1J.ar: 31, 1935 t'1e constr'Jc
tion contract had Deen signed and work Degan on ~arch 18 cf that year. 
Pcst:master General James i,. Fa!""le2· laiC: me cornerstone o.::-: June 19, 1935. 
F'ourtn Assistant Postmaster General Sff,itn i._:. Puraurr., both Marylanc:i sena
tors, and 200 other dignitaries were also o:-i hanc\. Blauner Construction 
Company of C~icago bJilt the second-class oostal facility at a cost of 
S76,000. Jarres !\. Pfeiffer and C. Tarra..'1.t V-.'ere- amof'.a 21e stonemasons; James 
T. Haggett v-.·as one cf the briC:-dayers. (Washington Post, June 20, 1935, p. 
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L~; :Kecora Groul:J 121.) Suppliers for ti1e b:.:.ilding included the following: 

i'B.rble wainscot & baseboards 
Lxr:2rior 1 iqht fixtures 
Limestone 
Brici< 
G::.-a:1ite 
Terrazzo 
La:J.ascaping 

Gra\· Kr1ox i·!arnle Co., Knox\·ille 
1·licnaels Art Bronze Co. 
Indian Hill Stone Co., Bloo~~ngton 
Cnited Clay Prooucts, D.C. 
Fra~L~ Peach, Granite, i'ld. 
Star.ciard ?.rt r•i.::::irble & Tile, D.C. 
Hyatts\·i l l co N'..lrser:,-.:. 

The bcilaing was occupied on October 19, 1935. (Record Gro~p 121, 
"!-'.;atts\·ille Post Office Records 'Iown's Histor2·," Prince George's Senti
nel, harch 20, 1969, p. 16.) 

The Hyatts\-il le Post Office was aesisned unaer tile a~thori t\· of Lo-c.is A. 
SiGon, Suoervising Arcnitect of the Treas~rv. Names apoearinq on the 
arci1itecc.:ral drav;inc;s for the r:r..iilding include F.:-:. !vicCrar.::, A.I\. Clark, 
S~ittel, Flanaga~, Santelmann, Moore, Swasey, and Baver. F.E. Mccrary 
chec:~ed :rost of tne drawings "v.';iicn are dated December 1934. Caleb C. '."iotz 
sc:.pE:r\·ised co'1struction for t.he Trea.s--.;.rJ. 

Ccrresponaer.ce inO.icates "':he corri;r_i.ssion ~er :t.:..irals \\i~i thin tne b'..:ilcing 
proved :.::ro;_)leni..atic. Ir:itially t.r1ere ·,,;as to be or.ly a single ;r:'..lral over the 
Post:1aster's cioor. Men'in J'..lles of Baltirr;cre e'.·ioently V.'On a corr.;:iet.ition 
i:x.:.t his actual ciesion did not rr.a tch ~e Droruse c::: his initial sketcn. .t::,.t 
tn·? s'..lggestion of the fiyattS\'i l le mayor -ana pcst.rr.aster, J:..:les, scherr:e fea
t~reci a postal ti1eme. Ir1 a letter t.o Ed~'h~arci E. i-Zo·war~, Su1Jerinte::-~de;--,.t of 
tne Pai:lting and ScJlpture Sectiou, J~les p~1 :rote, "In speakirH~~ V--1 i-:h tf1ese 
:k'O;_;le I learned that tne L.own is larc;el \" resicential navirig no inci.istries 
w:1atsoever. ..:..lso tna.t they were not at all enL.n-J.siastic ai:xx1t the idea. of 
'..lSL'!G local histor .. .: as the sLl..-=iJecc: rra":.ter." (1-<ecorci GrouD 12l, Iterr: 133.) 
J:..:les balked at reoesic;;1 de:11anc1se Dy i'<,owan, :Oegc;ing of: tile commission. 

E.1-..J.qene K:_nsmar.L in Dece:nber 19 3-;. The 
cc!14:.rac::. indicates tna~ the :T1eciiJrr, \'\-.as ternp·.Jrci 0:--1 gesso anci ti."riat t!le r:r...:rals 
were corr1:i:issioneu for $13 9 C. Bal lara J3mieso:-i ass is tea iD tne insL.al -
la tion. .hinqma:--1 was a;_.)proacned on tne basis of his entry to 3 competition 
for t.he Justice Department. Early in ":.he discussions with Kingman the 
m.:.mber o:: murals was increased and the conceot of using a frieze to unify 
tJ1e m:.irals was put forwa.rd . .Rowan recomrnended scenes of hyattsville co:.in
t~yside as the subJect rr;atter. "In view of tne fact that this is L.he name 
o: the Fo~th l1.ssistant Postmaster General { Srr,i G°J Purdum) who is an entlm
siast al:::out horses I hope that '. O'JY sub1ect r:-;2tter v.·ill be able to include 
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sorn-.:: !1o:!:"ses in tb.2 desig~." {Rov-·r~ ~0 K~ngrnar'i, ~~o\~~?rriDe~ 5, 1936.) }(Q\.\1-an"'s 
su~gestion :na~- have :Oeen a:1 atterr.pt :.o ator:e to Purdum for tne Treasury 
l.Je;;a::::t;r,e:-.t.'s earlie::.- ref'.lsal of P.ird;Jl-;; ·s recrJes"C. to s·Jbs"C.it'..lte a "C.:cot::.ing 
hors~ :'or tr:e arrov: on the weatner \-ane. ( P..:ra'.lm :.o Procurement: Di \·ision, 

l::;.35.) 

Src:i ::.:-: P..;rcitzr, pro;:oseci tnat :'irs. 0. l:11os Ray cf Hyatts\·ille, a ci·c·ic leaoer 
ana :rlernb~r of the PriDce Georqe "s Count':·· Schoel I::oa.rd, ady·ise Kingrca;;, C!°'J. 

ano dro\-e t\ir1Grr~an aroi..1r1G. "to ~.,;isi::. sorn~ olo I-1cYJs-::s t~a.t I can us-2 i~ th2 
aesigns." (Jli:-:gn~a;-i to Rowa..-:, April 15, 1937.) The ncrses o.?pe~ to :Oe the 
ncos-c closelv scrutinized aspect o: the rr.urals. " ... t'.1.e in::.rod'..:.ction cf 
ei t::-:2r 2 blac:~, piebala or Cl.afi8lt::ci l!ors2 might make for color \-·ariety and 
ir.otErest." (!<o .. wari te> l\ir:qrr.ar., I\larch C, 1937.) PL!rd·~rrl, w~ho p0~rsona11~'/ 

a~;;>rc,\?ec~ th2 ITlurals, i11dicateG. ti:.c:.t tD.::: ioi:~-·h::rc-D ear of th-2 foren1ost ilorsc: 
2:1c..::la i::ie raised. 

arid the Carne?ie lr.:.stit:.;t:.e co~t:-r.issi·:--ineci ~air~"'=-:_n.gs de;:i:::t:_nq Glacie:
Nati~n~! ?ar~ and Crater L~~e ~a"C.ional Par~ several of ~hich were later 
:::.:..;.DJ isr1-.::6 j_n National Geographic. ~in;~ran l2tc.::- s-:c:i-ved as direr.:tc:::- -:::r:: c:..:-:2 
r-·:iil0roo~: !~ .. rt Cente~ ar1c.:. director o= ex.f:ibi_-:.ions f8r T\='xa::;. CJt~-1er rT'.:..:.r~~l 
cor,:j'.:.i:;s~or:.:-~ ir~cluO:::? ~r1c ~('21Tt:T1ar--.=r-, \\-~Jc~~-in0 ?c~:t 1.::f_(_:_=~--, c_~-l.::~ Ei1:::--:. ~'?:"":-.1\._ 1_c:-~r:c· __ ~, 
~;1cO~ lslar1cl Post C<Efice, and ~11e ~e\·. Yori' .. ri·i1~2s ~·--·~ildin; ~obo~-. (~ecord 
(;::-:.~...:.~-' 1:::2-, ILe:i:~ 133; S;-.ence!:" l1ines, 1-liforrr'ta.~ior1 Sheet on h~,,-at:t.s·vi~lc pr.ct-

0'.° .'.: ic-2 :-'.J"a ls.) 

year ~istorv o'.° the oresent o..:ilding. 
<:i-~risto:-~1r1Er C. H:_,/3.::t, ~w-as the LO\\·:-: s .Lc:..1r-1Ge~.) :-:ar~y- \\ .. 11is-= s~:::r\"'eci f:~o~ 

t!1-::: r_iQS": cffic~'s 0~;:2r:ing 'Jn.til J"JI"!·~ .:;, 1~36. Sh~·· v..~35 £cJllov:eC:-1 D~. Ec1Jert 
:-. ~1 ingl:::y (1936-1070), T·~onta.~ h::t\'\~ (1~~71-19/::>l, anri ;.1ar~ir1 Joye-:::: (l'.:l/5-
;)resent). l~~ar1- Tise 'w~as -:he Oaugl1tcr of. a f or:r.er Ii~-iatts\:i 11 s pos t:Ttast~r, 
2ss·.Jr:;ing i1er Guties :..ipon the ci~.=atr1 of ner fatnei- ir~ 190~. ("I Belie\:-e i!l 
l\.n1e~i·:::a. 11 ) ~·i~qle~- Vv·as a T-.:i~i\r::~·r:::,.=_1:":y c;f Ylaryl-3.r>~i ~~::~cLi~1a.-:,e arid a r.lelT'.i.£;.- o-: 
t.he House of IJelt::::gates. (Hyattsville Independent, J•,me :>, 1936, p. l.) 

Bo~~ w~r2 natives of Hyattsville. ~ne Pos~ Offic2 was upgrade6 from a 
tnirc1 t.o a second-class r:--ost o!::'ice on J.Jly 1, 1924 2nd aa1,-anceC:1 to a 
:irst.-class ~ost office in 1942. 
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Tne Hyattsville Post Office alsc relates to the~es in iivattsville and 
Prince George's County rec::>nt i1istcr,- a...1:::1 rLav also :r2<-?t Criterio::. ;... ("as
soci3.ted wit:h events that iBV-2 ~i'ade a signific.1.r1t :::::o::.-:rib1.Jtion to the broaa 
LJa"":~er:r..s of our !1i stor\ ... ") Tl1~ t·~·2r~ti2th centur\- 11.lsto~2- of Hy .. atts\ .. i l le 
:-_,r,a' S0''+-;1er'"' p~l-'"'C"" r."O-rO"°'.S 1,0,,n_,_,. -,.,,,c: h.cx:on ~""'r"'~-'°''_l.Zed- D-,\_ t'no tro:>nc:i·-.....t....:..1. UL-1 ll J.... .1. ... ,_ ~ 

1
._ \._...- ~ .. .._\ .. 1,,_..._.._, ;.._,r.._.._.. .... "--•1'.....i ...__..1...,...,_.._...L. - ...... ll·- .L~ ...... ._. 

tio:1 from railroad transi::orta-:io:-: to the a-__;tosooi 1'2 ar.d Dy the replacement 
of agricultcral land use witn s~buroan develo9ment. Inaeed, Prince 
i_~n=:;e's County v;as a.'Tlons -::he fastest qro 1,.·ina co:.in-:ies ir-i the nation d·.Jring 
-:ne !~40s and 1950s. Hvattsv~~le ~as parti:::::Jlarlv sensitive to shifting 
trans~ortation patterns since it stracidleci Ro~te :, tne major h1qhwa~-
0et\\·een \\asning'::.on anc:i Baltirrcre, an::: tne 3al-:i:core ana Ohio 1-\ailroad 
traC"-S. 

Becai..:se the Hyattsville Post Office en:::::orr.::::a.sseci larae t:.racts of ur1develo'.=€ci 
l2na within its geo;raphic J::xx1ndaries, i-<: >·:as :=artic.Jlarly affected by the 
large-scale sub:iroan develop;-r:e::."'.:. cr,aracterizing su.;,::flern Prince G2on;e's 
2oL:.r.t\-. Tfle HJ~a~ts~~~ille Post Cffic~ De:::ru1T.e ~ne cer:tr3.l ~)OStal facilit2- fer 
so~tnern Prince George's Cocnt; eventuall; enco~~assing brancnes in 
Eci:T:of!st.or:., C1-:everl '·/, \\es"':. I1~-att.s~\-~ l le, Lariaov·er :-:ills, 8efense liigrr~""-a\-, 

C1~i::.l:J.rr~, T\1xec10, i\-eS1:. La.Il.harr. I~i:~s, Ke:-r:. \lillo.ge, M0.2~;;!-~i, ?\orth Er1gle\\-00C, 
:.,rieens Cha~--ie::., Prince G:::or::ie's i=':aza, a:;a La!"',~le~- ~a.r~~- ~-~nen it opened 

the Hyattsville Pest O~~ice servea 60JC; people. By 1940 this 
r-:-...:r:~02r ;13::1 gro-vvT: to 45,0CO, i:::·~· 1':::5~ -:c 8.;,occ:, 12e:,oc,:_, ir. 1960, ar:d 192,000 
l:J 1'::!59. ("t-iyattS\'ille Post o::ice l•.e:::::orc:is 'lo\\·::."s ~lStOr.:·-") Po;:-ulat:ion 
loci. tri~JleC. D~· 1949. Fos~al r-2c2i~.::·t.:.s Cid rJ.ot acc-.1~3-=~l·~- reflect t."le le\-el 
cf ac~i\"'l~)- of tl1is £acilit~- si:-,ce so·...:~_r1-2rr: Frin.c2 Gecrge~s Cou.I1t~- ha.d no 
lar·~e D:J.sinesses or retail '2Sts.0lisherr.-2;-its ~-:til ~.i0-l950s. Ic 1957 
'l'~:-~ ~le\- reDc;r-ted, " .•. ~~nis ::J rea ::.1-: ·J\"'er~ro' ... .7u-:=C c-.:: :_ce ... :-::1s !.)ee:-i j~~::r i ;~~j 
i:-1 tns ;:.iast by top of:'.:icials 0£ :.ne B-...:rea·-.:: o: :r·acill tic."S a.no GSA as one o! 
::i;.~_:_· tT~Yo c~- t~e-2 ver-~v .. \~;orst sit'...la::.ic:-ls ir: the eritir-::: cow1t1-~;." (1-·i:igle:/ to 
Corr::rittee on ~.;.._"itl. Fa:::::ilit:ies .Keq-.Jire:-r.ents, r__:3p;__;, J.Jr.e 5, 1957.) Ir: 1952 
n~~ '.\·rot.e, "~<e ar~2 no·>A- f-ian.Cllin·:! ;::-.~i_l ::o!"" rncre t.:J.ar~ :~,000 I£rsons, a.Xi__::. the 
same as Eilver Spring, anci ffiore tnan any otner toKn in ~aryland except 
od~:irrcon:: City .. Li.no a"'..l t;:is, ir. 2 o-..:ilc:i::c v::---,ic:: ·_.:as cesiqned as a 
::::ecor.u-class office fo!:' a uc~~·_:i2-:ic:~ of c1D0'..1~ J_rJ,GCC." (1'inglej- to 
5ei.s::;cer, JL.ly 31, 1Sl':>2.) Ec!::le:'.:"::. Ti:-:.;::le.- be(Ja'.1 ::i::: L:in~ crusade :or ade
quate :~ostal facilities for the :J.rea i:-: 194~, a carr:_:a.i.q:i t11at dici no-: \-ield 
reS'.Jlts until the Prince Georg::: ·s 1-'ostal Facilit:\· was completed some 30 
vears later in 1970. 
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Ci"";:\' G~ H:::ia~tsy·ille." So:;\'.'e:-1.:_r Boo~let prcxrucecl D~· H\·a"":.tS\Tille ~1avor 
ar.c City Council, 19/6. 

~:arvlac:d-;'-'ational Capital Par~ an.ci Planning Comr:1issio0. "His"t.oric Sites & 
Dis-cricts Plan: Prince C2orge"s 20'.IDt~v·, :~larylan:S.." n.d. (P"uC~lL) 

.r<ecord <.:.;rO'-.::J 121 , I terns 31 anci 13 3 . ( '.'~ational p,rchi \'es) 

Intervie...rs 

i"·82'."tin Joyce, POSU1caster, Hya::.tS\"ille Post o.::fice. 

Geary, anC. a'..1t.'.1or, 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See Continuation Sheet 

lli]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY approx. 145 ft. x 145 ft. or .482 acres 
urM REFERENCES \\'ashing ton East Quadrangle, D. C. - Maryland; scale 1: 24000 

A l.wiJ I 31 3 Jl7 17 10 I 14 I 31 J r3l li 11 d B~ 11, I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING 

cLLJ I I , I 1 , I I , I , I ' I DLLj I I , I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Lots 26, 27, and 28, Block "B" in V.'ine and Johnson 1 s 2nd Addition to Hyattsville 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPll'IG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE -:ouNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME, TITLE 

Bettv Bird October 27 1985 
ORGANiZA TION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

2025 Eve Street X.W. Suite 801 202-463-2033 
Co TY DR TOWN STATE 

h'ashington, D.C. 20006 

EE CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 
STATE HISTOR_Jt PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YES~ NO__ NONE 

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby nominate this property to the'Nat1onal Register. certifying that the State 

H1stonc Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 

evaluate its significance. The ·evaluated level of s1gnif1cance 1s __ National __ State __ Local. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST: DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

GPO 89Q·214 
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PG : 68-40 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC F. S. Post Office 

ANO/OR COMMON 

fJLOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 4325 Gallati n Street 

CITY. TOWN Hyattsvil l e . 
STATE 

1 aryland 207 8 J 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

-t'>lSTRICT 

1-BUILOING!SI 

-STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_ OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

LPUBLIC 

_ PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

LoccuP1Eo 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

f YES RESTRICTED 

- YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

NAME n. " • l'osta.l Service, · East<;rn Region 

STREET & NUMBER 
P. O. Box 86ol Attn: C.A. Preston Jr. 

CITY. TOWN 
PhiladPlphia _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, EK 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

FEB 14 1981B 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

LcoMMERCtAL _ PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT - RELIGIOUS 

L GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_ MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER 

STATE Zl.p code 
Pa . 19101 , 

Liber #; 
Folio # : 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

• 
STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

/_EXCELLENT 

- GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

7
uNALTERED 

!..ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

/-ORIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a one-story colonial, brick and limestone building with t hree 

bays in the major, center portion and one bay wings on either side. The 

brick flemish bond and t he limestone is used on t he corners in a rusticated 

fashion and in t he corn;ce with modellions. The roof in the center is gable 

in shape and made of slate • The wings have a flat roof. There are roman 

arches over t he main wi ndows with limestone keystones. 'l'he gable ends of 

tho main roo£ are also framed in liJnestone. The main door ll:I a double 

door with six lights over a small panel and a transom 

The interior hes not been changed over the years . The vestibule is 

there with the green marble. There are also four murals, on either side 

of the l obby and over the service window. The original plas ter detail 

on tbe ceiling remains in excellent condition. 

The only alteration was t he ~ ddition of a l oading dock in the bac 

with a hood and a small extension of about 1500 sq. feet 

• 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
I" 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_..ARCHEOLOl.iY- PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANO SCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_..ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW 

~GRICULTVRE - ECONOMICS _LITER.A TU RE 

_ RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

r1soo-1ss9 

1_1900. 

!...ARCHITECTURE 

t/T 
OMMERCE 

_COMMUNIC.A TIONS 

_EOUC.ATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-lNOUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_ MILITARY _SOCIAVHUM.ANIT.ARl.AN 

-MUSIC _ THEATER 

foHILOSOPHY _ Tfl.ANSPORT .A TION 

_ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ! SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC OATES 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT lcuis Silnon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is an excellent example of the Federal governnents attempts 

during the Hew Deal years to bring meaningful architecture to all government 

buildings, including those in small towns . Hyattsville at that time was a small 

town outside Washington and this building was located one- half block off 

U. S. 1 ns it made its way into ,ashington. At that time it was a major 

structure for the town, but now it has been dwavfted by the rapid post 

lorld War II growth of the area. It appears to be the one remaining 

example of this period, style and use that bas slll7vived that change. 

If the Fostal Service decides to sell the building, it could be 

destroyed for the use of the land that is so close to U. S. l • There 

does not appear to be arry local interest in the building but that may 

just re.fleet the transient nature of the population. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SEf ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE . 

Joseph P. 0 1 Gr ady 

oRGA~1~i<p'h P. o 1 Gr ady and Associates 
DATE 2/2/ 1980 

STREET 81 NuMe)Ro7 French Road 

CITY OR TOWN N wto "' e wn ..;Jquare STATE Pa. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO : Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-14 38 
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