
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes___K_ 

no 

Property Name: Suburban Bank Building (Sovran Bank) Inventory Number: PG:68-41-2 

Address: 5214 Baltimore Avenue City: Hyattsville Zip Code: 
--------------------

County: Prince Georges USGS Topographic Map: 

Owner: 

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: 

Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no __ yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? __ yes no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __K_yes no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

Prepared by: Date Prepared: 

MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A __ B __ C __ D Considerations: A __ B __ C __ D __ E 

MHT Comments 
This building was federally determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services 

Beth L. Savage 

Reviewer, NR Program 

Date 

April 10, 1984 

Date 

F 

F G None - --

G None 

/ 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
- State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE __Jes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

ht•torlc 

Sovran Bank 
and/or common 

2. Location 
5~14 Baltimore Avenue and Hamilton Street 

street & i;tumber _ not for publication 

city, town _vicinity of 

state county 

3. Classification 
Cat99ory 
_district
- bultdtng{s) 
_-_ structure 
_site 

, ~object 

' ( 

Ownership 
_public 
L private 
_both 
Publlc Acqul•itlon 
_In process 
_being considered 
_not applicable 

St.tu a 
_x_ occupied 
_unoccupied 
_work In progress 
Acc•••ible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Pre..nt u •• 
_agriculture 
__!commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_·_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

ctty,town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

- federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records 

ctty, town state 
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7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
--X unaltered 
_altered 

Check one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

S o_y :r a n Ba n k B_ u_ i l d i n g , · 1 g 2 6' • Add i t i o n s 1 g 4 a~ J 9 4 9 

Older- part is a- sfngle ·story Bed ford Limestone ave-r brick 
structure~ It has a grey" granite base,· and includes a base
ment, principaly for vaults. The front on Balti~ore Avenue 
is the main entrance featuring twin Ionic columns and 
recessed door and windows. The entrance has .. other Greek revival 
motifs~ When the front door was .remodelled, a smaller aluminum 
door replaced the larger bronz~ one, and the space above alt
ered. (see detail). Current use; bank stoTage. 

· Ab Oil' t 1g48 a rt a d d 1- t i o rt was bu i 1 t to t he ·so u th· w i t h i n t er i or 
connections to the new building. It is single. story at the 
front and two at the rear. Front is matching limestone while 
the side is tan glazed· bricl(. Road en·trance has grey granite 
base with black-·granite detailing. Entrance has double aluminum 
doors, windows and awning wit.h rece~sed down-lights. The two 
story addition conforms to the height fa the original bank 
building. Built as an office space it now serves as a print shop 
for bank publications. The single story part is the main 
banking area. Bank co~tains eight vaults of various sizes. 



o. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-1~1499 

_ 1500-1599 
-1~1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_19(»-

Specific elates 

Areas of Slgniflcance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_communications _ industr'f _ politics/government _transportation 

_ Invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check.: Appli:cabl.e criteria: A ._._B c D 
_. · .... ·: 

A 1L c. D E F G -· 
>-· ::~ : and/ or: · · 

._ · · · .~. · Applicable Exception: 

Level. of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

·Fai-merly.the"Prince George's Bank and Trust, the bank underwent 
·-~;-~~ ... ,.a.: .su-cc·e·ssion of· name ch·anges.: The· Suburban Inust; The Suburban 

::'.,Bank,. and las.tly,' SoYran. The bank was con·structed in Hyatts-
, . .'~ill e beca:Use the ow·ners fel·t that the area would become a 

major industrial hub. 

It was one of the owners, T;Howard Ducket who insisted that 
the new yiaduct· carrying U.S.Route One over the tracks be
~laced anywhere ~s lon~ as it ended· up outside his bank.(Geary) 

One of the yaults, it was rec~nt1y discovered, had been fitted 
oat as a shelter against nuclear attack, and .contained a geiger 
cou~ter and other suryiyal related equipment. 
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Prince George's Bank. 1927 (F.X .Geary ) 

Superior Auto Parts 1946. Replaced by the ban~ s eApansian o f 

abeiu t 1 948. fG ·tr-y/-0(_ 


