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Survey No. gr-10
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. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name {indicate preferred name)
historic. 7. o+ {ne-Nicholson Motor Company
and/or common Lustine Oldsmobile Dealership
2. Location
street & number 5600 Baltimore Boulevard — not for publication
city, town Hyattsville — vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Prince George's
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status ‘ Present Use
— district —— public X occupied - —. agriculture — museum
X _ building(s) _X_ private —__ unoccupied X commercial . - ___ park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational —_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment —.religious
— object — in process —X__ yes: restricted — government —. scientific
—— being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial —— transportation
_X not applicable __ no —__ military ___other:

4- ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing acidresses of all owners)

nameMr .Philip Lustine

street & number telephone no.:

city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber
street & number folio
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title N/A

date ——federal ___state __county ___ local

depaository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. gp_10

PG 43~ 413y
Condition Check one Check one
. —— excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaitered _x_ original site
X _ good ____ruins _X__ altered — . moved date of move
— fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

This i3 a very large complex of additions that shelter
sales, service, and parts divisions., The sales room facade is the latest
addition (c. 1950) and is made of cast stone blocks and plate glass show
windows. The doorway is off-center and for pedestrian use only. The entire
structure is 2 stories tall, has a flat roof, and 2 large Lustine metal and
neon signs. One faces south for north bound automobile drivers to see and
the other i1s oriented toward the north for southhound traffic on U,S. Route
1. The service entrance which is parallel to the street is made of the same
stone material.but most space is taken up by a large metal overhead garage
door. On this section are three metal and neon signs which appear to be
original. Two.of the signs are. situated above the garage door and the other
is above the roofline. An earlier addition ( mid 1940s) is located to the
north of the service bay. Housing the parts-department,the Art Deco facade
is made of limestone, has 2 corner piers in which the capitals reflect the
cornice pattern.and a central deorway with a sculpted doorhead. There are
three rows of glass block that are used as transoms for the two glass show .
windows., A large vertical sign above the doorway extends above the roofline.
The side and rear elevations reveal many earlier huilding campaigns where
most of the walls are made of concrete blocks and brick. All walls are
painted white and windows are mostly metal casements. At rear elevation
is the earliest service structure (c. 1925) built for the washing and greasing
of automobiles, its cornice is made of stepped bricks, Two brick, capped

chimneys are located at the southwest and northwest corners of the rear building.
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8. Significance C Survey No. HR-10
FG:63-41-38

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

- prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community pianning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law — — science

. 1500-1599 ____ agriculiture —— economics — literature —— sculpture

—— 1600-1699 _ ;. architecture — education — military —— social/

——1700-1799 ___ art — engineering —— music humanitarian

— - 1800-1899 _X commerce —— exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

—X_ 1900~ —___ communications — industry —— politics/government _X__ transportation
— invention —— other (specify)

Specific dates . 1925 Builder/Architect

check:

Applicable Criteria: _A __ B _ C _ D
and/or ¢
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: __national _xstate _xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

This structure is the original Lustine-Nicholson
Motor Company, esatablished sometime between 1923 and 1927. The
automobile dealership has experienced tremendous growth, henge
many building campaigns to accomodate the demand. According to

the Prince George's Post of 1939, this dealership was one of the

country's largest dealers with an annual business of $2.5 million.
During the post World War II construction boom the Lustine-

Nicholson Motor Company doubled its size by building a2 new auto
showroom exclusively for Chevrolets (refer to Survey No. HR-7).

In 1951, there were two Lustine dealerships, Oldsmobile at the
original site and Chevrolet located at 5710 Baltimore Boulevard.

Up to the present the Lustine Company has been slowly acquiring

land for purposes of automobile parking and display. Even though the
showrooms are important they appear to be afloat in a sea ofnew

and used automobiles.



9. Major Bibliographical References

55urvey No. ygr-i0

Polk's Washington Suburban Directory 1927/28, 1930/31, 1954/55 Pe- 5-41-2%

Prince George's County Metropolitan Directory 1950

Prince George' s Post Special issue September-October 1939

Sanborn Fire Tnsurance Mapg 1922 1933 1939 _105g
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References Jo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state

code county - . code

state

code county ' code

11. Form Pi'epared By

name/titte Helen P. Ross

organization George Washington University ' date 3/28/87
street & number telephone 202 994 6070
city or town state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and 1inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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