
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #68-55 Building Date: c. 1924 

Building Name: Murphy Building 

Location: 3229-3231 Rhode Island Avenue, Mt. Rainier, Maryland 

Private/Commercial/Occupied/Fair/Restricted 

Description 

3229-3231 Rhode Island Avenue is a one story brick commercial block 
with a rectangular plan and a horizontal parapet surmounted by a metal 
crown molded cornice concealing a rear (south) sloping shed roof. Below 
the cornice is a facade-wide unadorned entablature. The main (north) 
facade is divided into two storefronts. The east storefront has a metal 
clad glass entry door at left (east) and a two-part plate glass display 
window on a brick base at right (west). Surrounding the door and display 
window below the entablature is painted vertical wood siding. The west 
storefront has a centered metal clad glass entry door flanked by large 
plate glass display windows on brick bases. The storefront is sheltered 
by a canvas awning. Above each storefront is a non-historic sign. 
Although each storefront has been altered with incompatible windows, doors 
and modern signage, the plan and size of the storefronts and surmounting 
cornice appear to be original. The scale and relationship to the street­
scape are consistent with other small commercial blocks along Rhode Island 
Avenue and 34th Street. 

Si gnif i ci ance 

The small commercial building at 3229-3231 Rhode Island Avenue (Block 
l, Lot 3, Roger's Second Addition to Mt. Rainier) contributes to the early 
20th century character of the downtown Mt. Rainier survey area. The 
straightforward building is virtually unadorned and relies on a molded 
cornice with a plain entablature and large display windows for its visual 
interest. Although it has been altered with unsympathetic materials, the 
building retains its original scale and storefront use. Lot 3 in Block l 
was originally sold by James C. and Blanche R. Rogers in 1922. The lot 
changed hands several times that year before it was acquired by Washington 
C. and Lettie H. Murphy. The Murphys apparently erected the present build­
ing by 1924 when assessment records first indicate an improvement valued 
at $2, 000. 
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1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

hlatortc Murphy Building 

and/or common 3 2 2 9 - 3 2 3 1 Rho de I s l an d A v e n u e 

2. Location 
atreet&number 3229 - 3231 Rhode Island Av·enue (U.S. Route 1) _notforpubliCatlon 

cfty,town Mt. Rainier _vicinity of congressional district 5 

atete Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Cat .. CNY 
_dlatrict 
.:L. bulldlng(•) 
_atructure 

-•Ile 
_object 

Ownenhlp 
_public 
..Lprtvate 
_both 
Public AcCIUlaltloft 
_1nprac1u 
_being conalderecl 
~not applicable 

..... 

....l_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
- work In progreu 
Acceaallll• 
-'I- yn: reatrlcliMI 
- yea: unreatrk:l9d 

-"° 

.......... u .. 
_ agriculture 
_L commercial 

- educatioMI 
_entertainment 
- government 
_ Industrial 
_mllitary 

_muMUm 

-P-" 
_private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ tranaportatM>n 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property <1ive names and mailing addresses of .!!! owners> 

name Jay K. Yu 

street&number 8348 Terra Grande Avenue telephone no.: 

city.town Springfield state and zip code Virginia 22153 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, reglatry of dHda, etc. P r i n c e Geo r g e ' s Co u n t y Co u rt h o us e liber 5582 

street a number Main Street folio 495 

city, town Upper Marlboro at8te Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

ttt• Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date 1981 - .....,.. _state ....x_ county _ loc:lll 

depoaltorytoraurveyrecords Historic Preservation Commission, M-NCPPC, CAB, Rm. 40: 

city, town Upper Marlboro 1tate Maryland 20772 
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7. ·Description 

Ca ... Uon 
_nc•H•nt 
_good 
_x_,.., 

Check one 
_...,lotated -Uftlllt9red 
- rulM J-aft9red 
_unexposed 

«:Mckone 
...L. original ... 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No .P . G. #6 &-55 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements aa it exi.sts today. 

3229-3231 Rhode Island Avenue is a one story brick commercial block· 
with a rectangular plan and a norizontal parapet surmounted by a metal 
crown molded cornice concealing a rear (south) sloping shed roof. (See 
Slide #122.) Below the cornice is a facade-wide unadorned entablature. 
The main-(north) facade is divided into two storefronts. The east store­
front has a metal clad glass entry door at left (east) and a two-part 
plate glass display window on a brick base at right (west). Surrounding 
the door and display window below the entablat~re is painted vertical wood 
siding. The west storefront has a centered metal clad glass entry door 
flanked by large plate glass display windows on brick bases. The store­
front is sheltered by a canvas awning. 

Above each storefront is a non-historic sign. Although each store­
front has been altered with incompatible windows, doors and modern signageJ 
the plan and size of the storefronts and surmounting cornice appear to be 
original. The scale and relationship to the streetscape are consistent 
with other small commercial blocks along Rhode Island Avenue and 34th 
Street . 
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Level of Significance: _national _state _local 

Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a 9eneral statement of history and 
support. 

CONTRIBUTING 

The small commercial building at 3229-3231 Rhode Island Avenue (Block 
l, Lot 3, Roger's Second Addition to ~t. Rainier) contributes to the early 
20th century character of the downtown-Mt. Rainier survey area. The 
straightforward building is virtually unadorned and relies on a molded 
cornice with a plain entablature and large display windows for its visual 
interest. Although it has been altered with unsympathetic materials, the 
building retains its original scale and storefront use. 

Lot 3 in Block l was originally sold by James C. and Blanche R~ 
Rogers in 1922.2 The lot changed hands several times that year before it 
was acquired by Washington C. and Lettie H. Murphy (see Chain of Title). 
The Murphys apparently erected the present building by 1924 when assess­
ment records first indicate an improvement valued at $2,000. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Land Records, 179:203. 

2 Prince George's County Assessments, E.D. 17, 1923-1926, p. 162. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P. G. #68-55 

See Notes, #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acr .. ge of nominated property-------­
Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM ref er enc es 
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e LLJ _I ..... 1---.-- F L . .LJ 
o LLJ _I ..... I --- HLLJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

stat• code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title H ow a rd S . Se r g e r , Co n s u 1 ta n t 

organization H i s to r i c P re s e r v a t i o n Comm i s s i o n date f"!arch 1988 

street • number 1 4 7 4 1 Go v • 0 de n Bow i e Dr i v e telephone 952-4609 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



5582:495 
2 September 1965 
Deed 

4121:667 
9 August 1972 
Deed 

190:140 
28 November 1922 
Deed 

189:202 
24 October 1922 
Deed 

179:203 
10 May 1922 
Deed 

Ch a in of Title 
P.G. 68-55 

3229-3231 Rhode Island Avenue 

Charles J. Saglinbene to Jay K. and Sun Im Yu. 
Grantor conveys Lot 3 in Block l, Roger's Second 
Addition to Mt. Rainier. Plat recorded BDS1:48. Same 
obtained from Thelma M. Lee, et al, 9 August 1972, 
4121 :667. 

Thelma M. Lee, Jean M. Foster and Joseph S. Cullins, 
Jr., representative of Francis Hilda Murphy, deceased, 
devisees of Washington Clayton Murphy to Charles J. 
Saglinbene. Grantors convey Lot 3 in Block l. Same 
obtained from Frank M. and Grace R. Coward, 28 
November 19~, 190: 140. 

Frank M. and Grace R. Coward to Washington Clayton and 
Lettie H. Murphy. Grantors convey Lot 3 in Block l. 
Same obtained from Annie H. Bernabo, 24 October 1922, 
189:202. 

Annie H. Bernabo to Frank M. Coward. Grantor conveys 
Lot 3 in Block l. Same obtained from James C. and 
Blanche R. Rogers, 10 May 1922, 179:203. 

James C. and Blanche R. Rogers to Annie H. Bernabo. 
Grantors convey Lot 3 in Block l. To clear title, 
this deed is made. 
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