
Survey #: P.G. #68-58 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: c. 1940 

Building Name: Bass Liquors/Toby's Carry-Out 

Location: 3204-3206-3208 Rhode Island Avenue, Mt. Rainier, Maryland 

Private/Commercial/Occupied/Fair/Restricted 

Description 

3204-06-08 Rhode Island Avenue is a one-story commercial building 
with a rectangular plan and a shed roof. The building is constructed of 
cinder blocks and the main (south) facade is stuccoed. The building con
tains two storefronts of unequal size. The smaller (west) storefront has 
a plan horizontal parapet and the east storefront has a stepped parapet; 
both are united by a wood or metal coping. Each storefront has a double 
glass and metal door entry flanked by projecting plate glass display 
windows with rectangular plans set on brick bases. At the western edge of 
the larger storefront is a single glass and metal entry door. The pro
jecting window of the east storefront have been obscured by wooden panel
ing. The projecting show windows are united by a plain cornice supporting 
non-historic signage. The east storefront appears to be a later addition. 
The show windows appear to be modern and the facade's only decorative 
detail is found in the profile of the stepped parapet. The building 
exterior has been modemized and painted. To the west of the storefront is 
an asphalt covered parking lot. 

Significance 

The commercial building at 3204-3206-3208 Rhode Island Avenue (Block 
5, Lots 6, 7 and 8, Roger's Second Addition to Mt. Rainier) contributes to 
the character of the survey area as a late example of the type of small 
scale storefronts built in Mt. Rainier downtown before World War II. The 
mod~st building relies on its stepped parapet and show windows for visual 
interest. The building's· architectural contribution to the survey area 
is marginal as much of the main (south) facade has been modernized or 
obscured. The nature and extent of underlying historic fabric is unknown 
but the scale and relationship to the streetscape have been maintained. 
Fire insurance maps indicate that the east storefront was built on Lot 7 
by 1939. At that time Lot 8 was unimproved and Lot 9 contained what 
appeared to be an early 20th century two-story frame dwelling with a 
facade-wide front porch. Beginning in 1942 and for more than forty years, 
the larger of the east storefront.swas occupied by Bass• Restaurant, a 
family oriented establishment that became something of a Mt. Rainier insti
tution. Since 1980 the restaurant has operated as Toby's Carryout. The 
smaller of the two storefronts (Bass' Liquors) was built as a cinder block 
addition to the earlier building on part of Lot 8 by 1954. By that year, 
the dwelling on Lot 9 (the current parking lot) was no longer standing. 
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Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common Bass Liquors/Toby's Carry-Out 

2. Location 

street & number 3 2 0 4 - 3 2 0 6 - 3 2 0 8 Rh o d e I s l a n d- Ave n u e (II s Route 1 r-- not for publleatlon 

city, town Mt. Rainier _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryland county P r i n c e Ge o r g e 1 s 

3. Classification 
Cateworv 
_district 
L bulldlng(a) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
..L. private 
_both 
Publlc Acquisition 
_lnproceu 
_ being considered 
_!_not applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
__L commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportatton 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name Ma r i o n a n d Be n n y B a s s 

street & number 10500 Rockville Pike #308 telephone no.: { 301) 493-499 

city, town Rockville state and zip code Maryland 20852 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P r i n c e Ge o r g e 1 s Co u n t y Co u rt h o u s e liber 5 5 9 8 

street & number Main Street folio 790 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

ttt~ Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

date 19 81 _ federal _ state .x.._ county _ loca 

depository for survey records H i s to r i c P re s e r v a t i on Co mm i s s i o n , M - N C P P C , C AB , Rm 4 0 1 0 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 20772 
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7. ·Description 

Check one 
_ deC9rloial9d - unalt9nd 
_ rulna ..L der9d 
_unexpa1ed 

Cllecllone 
.L.. original ... 
_moved d9te of move 

Survey NoP.G.#68-ss 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the reaource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

3204~06-08 Rhode Island Avenue is a one-story commercial building 
with a rectangular plan and a shed roof (see Slides #4 and 5). The build
ing is constructed of cinder blocks and the main (south) facade is stuc
coed. The building contains two storefronts of unequal size. The smaller 
(west) storefront has a plan horizontal parapet and the east storefront 
has a stepped parapet; both are united by a ~ood or metal coping. Each 
storefront has a double glass and metal door entry flanked by projecting 
plate glass display windows with rectangular plans set on brick bases. At 
the western edge of the larger storefront is a single glass and metal 
entry door. The projecting window of the east storefront have been 
obscured by wooden paneling. The projecting show windows are united by a 
plain cornice supporting non-historic signage. 

The east storefront appears to be a later addition. The show windows 
appear to be modern and the facade's.pnly decorative detail is found in 
the profile of the stepped parapet. ~he building exterior has been 
moder111i zed and painted. To the west o'f the storefront is an asphalt 
covered parking lot . 

. - .. --- ------ ·- ---· --------
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and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A B _c _D _! F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state _local 

Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a qeneral statement of history and 
support. 

CONTRIBUTING 

The commercial building at 3204-3206-3208 Rhode Island Avenue (Block 
5, Lots 6, 7 and 8, Roger's Second Addition to Mt. Rainier) contributes to 
the character of the survey area as a·.i-1 ate example of the type of sma 11 
scale storefronts built in Mt. Rainie~downtown before World War II. The 
modest building relies on its stepped parapet and show windows for visual 
interest. The building's architectural contribution to the survey area 
is marginal as much of the main (south) facade has been modernized or 
obscured. The nature and extent of underlying historic fabric is unknown 
but the scale and relationship to the streetscape have been maintained. 

Fire insurance maps indicate that the east storefront was built on 
Lot 7 by 1939. At that time Lot 8 was unimproved and Lot 9 contained what 
appeared to be an early 20th century two-story frame dwelling with a 
facade-wide front porch.1 Beginning in 1942 and for more than forty 
years, the larger of the east storefront was occupied by Bass' Restaurant, 
a family oriented establishment that became something of a Mt. Rainier 
institution. Since 1980 the restaurant has operated as Toby's Carryout.2 
The smaller of the two storefronts (Bass' Liquors) was built as a cinder 
block addition to the earlier building on part of Lot 8 by 1954. By that 
year, the dwelling on Lot 9 (the current parking lot) was no longer 
standing.3 

Notes 

1 Sanburn Insurance Map, 1939, p. 201. 

2 "Local Bar Target of Drive to End Its Liquor Liscence", The Washington 
Post, March 5, 1984. 

3 Sanburn Insurance Map, 1939, corrected to 1954, p. 201. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P. G. #6 8-58 

See Notes, #7 and #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acremge of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale-------

UTM Reference• do NOT complete UTM ref er enc es 
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V•rb•l ltound•ry description and justification 

List all at.tes •ncl counties for properties overt.ppi119 at.t• or county boundaries 

1t11te code county 

atlite code county 

11. Form Prepared By · 

namettltle H ow a rd S . Be r g e r , Ca n s 1 il t a n t -

organization H i s to r i c P re s e r v a t i o n C om mi s s j o n date March 1988 

street&numberl4741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone952-4609 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

Code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



5598:790 
22 October 1982 
Deed 

3573:318 
11 Ma re h 1968 
Deed 

1178:218 
29 November 1949 
Deed 

72: 333 
23 August 1911 
Deed 

826:99 
25 January 1946 
Deed 

435:99 
2· December 1935 
Deed 

274:397 
24 August 1926 
Deed 

152:279 
26 Februay 1920 
Deed 

80:291 
23 May 1913 
Deed 

Chain of Title 
3204-3206-3208 Rhode Island Avenue 

P.G.#68-58 
Benny and Marion Bass to Benny Bass. Grantors convey 
Lots 7, 8 and 9 in Block 5, Roger's Second Addition to 
Mt. Rainier. Plat recorded BDS1:48. Lots 7 and 8 
obtained from John W. and Cecelia C. Klein, January 25, 
1946, 826:99, Lot 9 obtained from Lillian M. Beard, et. 
al., devisees of Samuel R. Beard, March 11, 1968, 
3573:318. 

Lillian M. Beard, et. al., devisees of Samuel R. Beard 
to Benny and Marion Bass. Grantors convey Lot 9 in 
Block 5. Same obtained from Howard T. and Theresa A. 
Snyder, November 29, 1949, 1178:218. 

Howard T. and Theresa A. Snyder to Samuel R. Beard. 
Grantors convey Lot 9 in Block 5. Same obtained from 
James C. and Blanche R. Rogers, 23 August 1911, 72:333. 

James C. and Blanche R. Rogers to Howard T. and Theresa 
A. Snyder. Grantors convey Lot 9 in Block 5. 

John W. and Cecelia C. Klein to Benny Bass. Grantors 
convey Lots 7 and 8 in Block 5. Lot 7 obtained from 
Marie N. Bakersmith, December 2, 1935, 436:99; Lot 8 
obtained from Rufus E. and Maude E. Milar, December 4, 
1937, 484:274. 

Marie N. Bakersmith to John W. Klein. Grantor conveys 
Lot 7 in Block 5. Same obtained from Edith C. Schultz, 
August 24, 1926, 274:397. 

Edith C. Schultz to Marie N. Bakersmith. Grantor 
conveys Lot 7 in Block 5. Same obtained from T. Howard 
and Josephine D. Duckett, February 26, 1920, 152:279. 

T. Howard and Josephine D. Duckett to Edith C. Schultz. 
Grantors convey Lot 7 in Block 5. Same obtained from 
Marion Duckett, trustee, May 23, 1913, 80:291. 

Marion Duckett, trustee Equity #4127 to T. Howard 
Duckett, assignee. Grantor conveys Lot 7 in Block 5. 
Same obtained through default of mortgage, Harry ,rnd 
Georgia A. West to Thomas H. and Martha H. Linclne1-, 
May23, 1911, 76:1. 



76: 1 
23 May 1911 
Mortgage 

72:55 
22 May 1911 
Deed 

47:562 
9 October 1908 
Deed 

484:274 
4 December 1937 
Deed 

452:385 
29 July 1936 
Deed 

409:214 
30 March 1934 
Deed 

237:259 
19 June 1925 
Deed 

130 :225 
9 August 1917 
Deed 

63: 572 
9 August 1912 
Deed 

52:355 
15 June 1909 
Deed 

- 2 -

Harry and Georgia A. West to Thomas H. Lindner. 
Grantor conveys mortgage on Lot 7 in Block 5. Same 
obtained from Thomas H. and Martha H. Lindner, May 22, 
1911, 72:55. 

Thomas H. and Martha H. Lindner to Harry and Georgia A. 
West. Grantors convey Lot 7 in Block 5. Same obtained 
from James C. and Blanche R. Rogers, October 9, 1908, 
47:562. 

James C. and Blanche R. Rogers to Thomas H. Lindner. 
Grantors convey Lot 7 in Block 5. 

Rufus E. and Maude E. Milor to John Klein. Grantors 
convey Lot 8 in Block 5. Same obtained from Rufus E. 
Milor Co., Inc., July 29, 1936, 452:385. 

Rufus E. Milor Co., Inc. to Rufus E. Milor. Grantor 
conveys Lot 8 in Block 5. Same obtained from Rufus E. 
and Maude E. Milor, March 30, 1934, 409:214. 

Rufus E. and Maude E. Milor to Rufus E. Milor Co., 
Inc. Grantors convey Lot 8 in Block 5. Sam obtained 
from Yetta and Jacob Moskowitz, June 19, 1925, 237:259. 

Yetta and Jacob Moskowitz to Rufus E. Milor. Granters 
convey Lot 8 in Block 5. Same obtained from Max and 
Sarah Moskowitz, August 9, 1917, 130:225. 

Max and Sarah Moskowitz ato Yetta Moskowitz. Grantors 
convey Lot 8 in Block 5. Same obtained from Jacob and 
Yetta Moskowitz, August 9, 1912, 63:572. 

Jacob and Yetta Moskowitz to Max Moskowitz. Grantors 
convey Lot 8 in Block 5. Same obtained from James C. 
and Blanche R. Rogers, June 15, 1909, 52:355. 

James C. and Blanche R. Rogers to Jacob Moskowitz. 
Grantors convey Lot 8 in Block 5. To clear title, this 
deed is made. 

P.G.68-S'b 
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