
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #68-6 Building Date: ca. 1897 -----------------
Building Name: Chambers Funeral Home 

Location: 5801 Cleveland Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 

Private/Commercial/Occupied/Excellent/Accessible 

Description: 

The Chambers Funeral home is a three-story frame building, originally three 
bays by four bays with mansard roof (ca. 30 1 x35 1

}, with a two-bay 
two-story gable-roofed addition to the south. Entrance was originally through 
the central bay of the three-bay north facade, sheltered by a one-story porch 
which ran the length of this main north facade. Dormers with shallow pediments 
pierced the mansard roof at third level, above the windows on the first and 
second stories. The building has been greatly altered since 1935 when it became 
a funeral home. The north porch has been enclosed and a projecting columned 
entrance has been built onto its central bay. The first-story openings on the 
west facade have been completely changed: the original four bays have been 
rebuilt adding a central opening with double doors and fanlight, sheltered by a 
columned portico, while the two openings flanking this entrance on each side 
have been moved slightly outward so that they are no longer aligned with the 
windows above them; these four first-story windows are now round-headed, with 
shallow keystoned surrounds. In addition, the third dormer on the west facade 
has been doubled. The foundation of the building is of brick, there is vinyl 
siding over the original boards, and the roof is of slate. 

Significance: 

The Chambers Funeral home is housed in one of the earliest dwellings 
constructed by the Riverdale Park Company in the last decade of the nineteenth 
century. Although the lines of the original structure are easily recognizable, 
the building has been so greatly altered that very little of its original fabric 
and character remains. In the late 1880's, the Riverdale Park Company, a New 
York real estate syndicate, bought up much of the Calverts' Riversdale estate, 
and in 1889 began laying out residential lots for the planned suburb of River­
dale. In 1895 the company sold to Marion Wicks and his wife four unimproved 
lots; within two years, there was constructed on the lots a sizeable three-story 
mansard-roofed frame house, with a front porch and rear wing, assessed at $1500 
in value. In the next three decades, the house was the residence of the Severe, 
Magruder and Parton families, and in 1935 was sold to William W. Chambers, who 
converted it into one of a chain of funeral homes. Although it represents one 
of the larger and more impressive houses built in the early years of the 
Riverdale Park development, the Chambers Funeral Home is so altered that it is 
only a suggestion of its original historic character. 

Acreage: ca. l acre 



Survey No. P.G.#68-6 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 17006 65 611 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Marion Wicks House 

and/or common Chambers Funera 1 Home 

2. Location 

street & number 5801 Cleveland Avenue _ not for publication 

city, town Ri verda 1 e _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryl and county PG 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__xprivate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

Status 
-----X- occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
____x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property {give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name W.W. Chambers Co. Inc. 

street & number 5801 Cl eve 1 and Avenue telephone no.: 699-5500 

city, town Ri verda 1 e, Md. state and zip code 20737 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P. G. Co. Courthouse liber 2221 

street & number Main Street folio 564 

city, town IJpper Marl hqrq state Md 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title P.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _ state x__ county _ local 

.positoryforsurveyrecords History Division, MNCPPC 

clty,town Riverdale state Md. 



7. Description Survey No. P.G.#68-6 

Condition 
_JL excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Chambers Funeral home is a three-story frame building, originally 
three bays by four bays with mansard roof (ca. 30 1 x35 1

), with a two-bay 
two-story gable-roofed addition to the south. Entrance was originally 
through the central bay of the three-bay north facade, sheltered by a 
one-story porch which ran the length of this main north facade. Dormers 
with shallow pediments pierced the mansard roof at third level, above the 
windows on the first and second stories. 

The building has been greatly altered since 1935 when it became a 
funeral home. Windows, originally 2/2 double hung sash, are now 6/6. The 
north porch has been enclosed and a projecting columned entrance has been 
bui 1t onto its centra 1 bay. The first-story openings on the west facade 
have been completely changed: the original four bays have been rebuilt 
adding a central opening with double doors and fanlight, sheltered by a 
columned portico, while the two openings flanking this entrance on each 
side have been moved slightly outward so that they are no longer aligned 
with the windows above them; these four first-story windows are now round­
headed, with shallow keystoned surrounds. In addition, the third dormer on 
the west facade has been doubled. The foundation of the building is of 
brick, there is vinyl siding over the original boards, and the roof is of 
slate. 

A photograph from the Riverdale Park Real Estate brochure (ca. 1905) 
shows two central chimneys with corbelled caps which undoubtedly served 
fireplaces between front and back parlors on both sides of a central hall. 
These chimneys have been removed and the partitions between interior spaces 
have been greatly changed to accommodate the current use of the building. 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #68-6 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric ~community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law _science 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_JL 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
-X- architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates ca. 1897 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B C D 

A B C D 

national state 

E F G 

local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Chambers Funeral home is housed in one of the earliest dwellings 
constructed by the Riverdale Park Company in the last decade of the 
nineteenth century. Although the lines of the original structure are 
easily recognizable, the building has been so greatly altered that very 
little of its original fabric and character remains. 

In the late 1880's, the Riverdale Park Company, a New York real 
estate syndicate, bought up much of the Calverts' Riversdale estate, and 
in 1889 began laying out residential lots for the planned suburb of 
Riverdale.T In 1895 the company sold to Marion Wicks and his wife four 
unimproved lots (#7, #8, #9 and #15, adjoining) in Block #52 just south of 
Dupont Circle on the Baltimore Pike. Within two years, there was con­
structed on the lots a sizeable three-story mansard-roofed frame house, 
with a front porch and rear wing, assessed at $1500 in value.2 Wicks 
defaulted in his mortgage payments, the mortgage was foreclosed and the 
house and lots were sold to Joseph A. Blundon, attorney for the developers, 
in 1900. Blundon subsequently sold the property to William and Katie 
Severe. In the next three decades, the house was the residence of the 
Severe, Magruder and Porton families, and in 1935 was sold to William W. 
Chambers, who converted it into one of a chain of funeral homes.3 

Although it represents one of the larger and more impressive houses 
built in the early years of the Riverdale Park development, the Chambers 
Funeral Home is so altered that it is only a suggestion of its original 
historic character. 

Prince George's County Deed JWB #5:474 

2 Prince George's County Deed JWB #32:533; Prince George's County Tax 
Assessments 1890-1900; Prince George's County Plat JWB #5:475; Real estate 
brochure, Riverdale Park Company. 

3 Prince George's County Deeds JWB #32:543; #3;501; #21:145; #84:162; 
#175:463; #250:85; #353:244; #422:371. Equity #2693. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G.#68-6 

P.G. Co. Deeds: JWB#32:543; #3:501; #21:145; #84:162; #175:463; 
#250:85; #353:244; #422:371; Equity #2693 
P.G. Co. Tax Assessments; Riverdale Park Brochure, ca. 1905 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ l_a_c_r __ e ___ _ 
Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ..J I I I I I I I I I B LU ._I ....... I ...... 1---....__..__,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ._I ............... ____ _ 

E LLl ._I ............... ____ _ 

oLJJ ~I ~'-'-1.~~I ~1 ............ --i-.i......i.....i..... 

FLU 
G LJ.J ._I ...._,,-------

H LU 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1984 

street&number c/o County Planning, CAB telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro, state Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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MAl\.YL!;,ND IH .S'j'OF.ICi\L 'J'hu~;'l· \JU11KSlll·Tr 1' 
JloOb0l/51 I NOMINATION ro .. 1J,1 

for the 
NATIONAL REGIE:~TER OF HISTORIC PLl~CES, NNrIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

...-----------------------------------------~----------------

11. NAME 
COMMON: 

Chambers Funeral Home I l-A-N_D_/_O_R_H_IS_T_O_R_l_C_:-------------------------------------------·--, 

I 
----------------------~! 

------1 STREET ANC NUMBER: 

5801 Cleveland Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Riverdale __ _j 

ST AT~a ry l an_d _____________ ,_, ___ r_;_L~-·~-~;_; C-~-~1._e 0_s_~_'_s _____ l.~--I 
!3- CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Clieck One) 

OWNE'RSHIP I STATL!S I ACCES5•?.:...E 
1 , TO H•E f C.'i3UC i 

f-------------1------------------------- ----r:·------r-----! 
Public Acquis:tioC1: ·,i,J Occ•;pied . I=~ Yes: . + D District l!liJ Bui !ding 0 Public 

0 In Proc~ss 1-, U . d {c"j Restrrc.ed 
'..___J noccup1 o 
In p in u--.res•ric•ed ! 

:__J rescrvotior. ~"orkl -_j 

1 
• 

1 

D Site D Structure 1.3' Private 

D Object 0 Both O Beins Con!.id~red 

I in progrt:::!.S [J (-..<.. I ..._ ___________ __,_ ________ ..._ ____________ ......._ ________ L ______ .J 

PRESENT USE (Check One or Afore DS Approprivte) j __________________________________________ __, 
0 Agricultural 

~,... . ' ll'ltil '--Vlllllit:l'l.._IUI 

D Educational 

D Entertainment 

D 

" L...J 

D 
D 

Government 

k.::!;,;:.t;i.:;I 

Military 

Museum 

[] Pork 0 Trans~o~toti on 

L.J Oth6r {::,pectty) 

D Re!igicus 

D Scientific 

l 
I 
I 
I 

...-......-~------------------~--------------------~----·------------------ .. ! 
f4. o;:~~~EE~.~~:~:~PERTY _ ------1 

I 

l 
·-j 

Chamber;; Fune r a 1 ~H~c~. 1~n~e _______ _ 
STREET Ah!D ~~ur.'iBER: 

5.E..Ql Cleveland Av.e..nu.e CITY OR TOWN: - ------------F~-
I 

r----'--- RiY..e.r:dale______ ____ l_-Ma.n.~.._.r.._~ ..... a ______ ....__ · 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRiPTIC1i·~ --::-::J 

~-~:~~~~~:~o~·T~~~o-TLU-o~s~~~N~"--E-~GJ,.;Ul-S~T~R~Y::O~F~--D~E~E-u~-s~~-:~~~·--_-,-- ',i+..t.l~~-<c;..e. _ _J_-_-S_T_A_T_E ______________ --_--_-~'1 

1-----"'-JC:....e.:.....::..r__:_f'.~1 D~r lb 0 r 0 --- r. b -r_yl_a n d I 
___ R_ef~rence of _C_\l:.r;:.cn..t Deecl __ i)3_9_o_k _J,_J~g_._ _ _j}j_~:=~--~-----_..--l 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING ~U'~VEYS 
TlTLE. OF SURVEY: --------~--------· --· : 

I 
-4 None 

t--~-"'-'-"-"'--------------------------~----------

r.:D:-:,._:-:. T:::-E-:-::-Oc-::F:-::-'.S=--U,....R-:V-E,...Y=-:-:------------- ___ L_J .F_-e_d_c_ro_I ___ CJ~~~~---~.- Cou _n_r_r ___ ~J_L_oc_c ~---- I 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY F.ECORDS: ----1 

~ ----~-- - -------------
STRl!ET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ---rSTATE.· -------------,-----j 

._____ _________ ---- ·------ --- ---- ------------ __ _!_ _________ J 



- --- -------~-.---~ -- --~·· .--- -~----- .. -- --- ---- - ·-- ~-- --~--- -------·-- -~------·------- ----~--~·---·--1 
. - --- ------· -------------- --- - - - ------ -- ---- ·--------------·--~- . .i r (Cli,·ck (he•) I 

Exce-li.,nt :> Goo.i __ LJ h·ir I_] D~trrioroted 0 Ruin• CJ UM><po.,ed I 
I COt-lDIT -- -------(0,,.--;kO~~)----------y··---- (C1',,ck 011e) 1 
I ("S __ A~~~"~-------~-L'._'.10!t~r:~ __ __j ___ _['~~".."-~~ ___ ~~r~inol Site ___ _ 
loEsCRJj';-E THE PRC SENT Ar<D ORIGll•~.L (If J,.71own) f'HY~!CAL APPEArlANC•: 

I 

I 
I 
' ! 
I 

' 

The house is a 2G story frame building with arched 
windows on the ground :f 1 oor and G 1:1ans ard roof. The 
entrance porch has four columns an.J an arched cci1ing 
under the pedimented roof. There is a leaded fanlight 
over the doorway. 
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r.·::~~--l~~rn-c t\ r iCE: _______________ _ 
l --··----,~-~-- -----~~ ......_ __ ---------------- ------·-4~ - ~·- --·--·-----------

!PERIGO (Check_ On~ or !tfor~"" 1.rn Apr-ropri1~te) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th c.,nlury 

0 16:h Conll•ry 

0 l7!h Ce~tury 

.'5PECIFIC DATE(Sl (If Applicnble t1nd Known) 

0 18th c~n!ury 

{£1' 19th Ccmlury 

--~-~----

ARE/\5 OF SIGNIFICANCE: (Chock One or M0re h6 Apprcpr/6le) 

Abor iginol 0 EducCJti on D Political 

0 Pre historic 0 Engineering [J Reli~;.,.,,lf'hi. _ 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 A11riculture 0 lnventi on [J Scif'nce 

0 Archi lecture 0 Landscape [] Sc:... :pture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Sccia I/Human-

0 Commerce D Literotvre itorian 

0 Communicotions 0 Militcry 0 T heoter 

0 Conservation D Music 0 Tronspor,otion 

-----
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-------------·-··-·--·-·--·--

CJ iOth Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 
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P.G. #68-6 
Chambers Funeral Home 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
North elevation 
Neg : Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





P.G. #68-6 

Chambers Funeral Home 
Prince George's County, MO 

Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
West elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MO 





P.G. #68-6 

Chambers Funeral Home 
Prince Geprge's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
Southwest 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis, MD 





1"AM£ CHAMBERS FuNE~AL- t\-oME. 

LOCATION 5"8D\ (.LEVE a-ANO AVE,) R \VE" OALE.1 ~cl , 

FACADE vv 
PHOTO TAKEN '3 I '1I73 f'1 D w y E"R 


