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Survey #: 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. #68-61-10 Building Date: 

Building Name: Nelson-Queen House 

Location: 4505 Church Street, North Brentwood, Maryland 

Public/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Description 

1912 

The Nelson-Queen House is a two-and-one-half story front-gabled 
frame dwelling. Entrance is through a door with single-pane transom in 
the first bay of the three-bay west gable front; the facade is sheltered 
by a one-story shed-roof porch with turned posts, now screen-enclosed. 
The original German siding is now covered with white asbestos shingle. 
The cornice is boxed with crown molding, and has wide plywood returns at 
the gable front. Windows have plain board surrounds, painted light 
green, as is most of the other trim. The gable roof is covered with 
gray asbestos shingle. There are two brick chimneys. The floor plan of 
the house is typical of these urban vernacular dwellings with a long 
narrow footprint. The main entrance leads into a shallow entry hall, 
behind which the stairhall fills a long side space, and gives access to 
two adjoining parlors, front and back. Behind these front spaces, to 
the east, a shallow kitchen space takes up the full width of the house. 
Interior trim is typical of the early twentieth-century. 

Significance 

The Nelson-Queen House is an important element in the black 
community of North Brentwood; it is a good example of the front-gabled 
frame dwelling type which was built on the narrow lots of the developing 
suburbs in the early twentieth century. This house form, with its 
narrow deep footprint, was well suited to the long narrow building lots 
platted in early subdivisions. The subject house was built for the 
family of John and Alberta Nelson, who in 1911 purchased lot 17 in Block 
C of the Holladay Company's Addition to Highland (Brentwood); the house 
was built in the following year. The Nelsons lost the property through 
foreclosure of their mortgage, and after 1917 it was the home of the 
Norton and Queen families. It was purchased by the Town of North 
Brentwood in 1990. Although the Nelson-Queen House is in somewhat 
deteriorated condition, it is representative of a modest and popular 
house form of the early twentieth century, and therefore exemplifies one 
of the dwelling forms of the County's developing suburbs. 

Acreage: 2,500 Square feet 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic Nelson-Queen House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4505 Church Street 

city, town North Brentwood 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_x public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_x no 

Survey No. PG#68-61-10 

Magi No. 

DOE __yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 4 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_j(.__ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Town of North Brentwood 

street & number Box 196 telephone no.: 

city, town North Brentwood state and zip code MD 20722 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 7452 

street & number 14735 Main Street folio 
103 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

6. Represe~tation in Existing Historical surveys 

title None 

date _federal __ state __ county _ local 

depository for survey records 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_L fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. PG#68-61-10 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Nelson-Queen House is a two-and-one-half story front-gabled 
frame dwelling. Entrance is through a door with single-pane transom in 
the first bay of the three-bay west gable front; the facade is sheltered 
by a one-story shed-roof porch with turned posts, now screen-enclosed. 
The original German siding is now covered with white asbestos shingle. 
The cornice is boxed with crown molding, and has wide plywood returns at 
the gable front. Within the returns is a small rectangular louvered 
window at loft level. The other windows vary, being 1/1, 1/6 and 2/2; 
they have plain board surrounds, painted light green, as is most of the 
other trim. There are no shutters. The gable roof is covered with gray 
asbestos shingle. There are two brick chimneys; the front chimney is 
nearly centered at the ridge, and the rear (interior) chimney is at the 
east gable end. The house rests on a poured concrete foundation; there 
is no basement. 

The principal entrance leads into a small shallow entry hall which 
leads directly to the staircase. The single-run closed-string staircase 
rises toward the east along the north exterior wall; it has a plain 
square newel and turned balusters. There is a small closet beneath the 
stairway, accessible by a door at the east end. The floor plan of the 
house is typical of these urban vernacular dwellings with a long narrow 
footprint; the stairhall fills a long side space, and gives access to 
two adjoining parlors, front and back. Behind these front spaces, to 
the east, a shallow kitchen space takes up the full width of the house. 

Interior trim consists of typical early twentieth-century multi
band molding with bull's-eye corner blocks. Floorboards are narrow, and 
probably not original; interior wall are composed of plaster over lath. 
Two original metal hinges with elaborate Victorian pattern survive: in 
the door which connects the rear parlor with the stairhall, and in the 
door of the second-story bathroom. 



8. Significance 
... 

Survey No. PG#68-61-10 

Period Are•• of Sl411niflcance-Check and justify betow 
_ prehistoric 
-1~1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_x1900-

_archeology-prehistoric _x community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-hiatoric _ conservation - law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics - literature _ sculpture 
_x architecture _ education _ military _ sociaU 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarf•n 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ thater 
_ communications _ Industry - pottties1govemment _ transportation 

_ Invention _other (specify) 

Specific at•• 1912 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B .k_C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: ~national ~state ,}(_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history <md 
support. 

The Nelson-Queen House is an important element in the black 
community of North Brentwood; it is a good example of the front-gabled 
frame dwellings which were built on the narrow lots of the developing 
suburbs in the early twentieth century. This house form, with its 
narrow deep footprint, was well suited to the long narrow building lots 
platted in early subdivisions. 

The subject house was built for the family of John and Alberta 
Nelson. In 1911, the Nelsons purchased lot 17 in Block C of the 
Holladay Company's Addition to Highland (Brentwood) from developers 
Mills, Adams and Mecutcheon; the house was built in the following year. 
The Nelsons mortgaged the property to the Hyattsville Building 
Association, and by 1917 had defaulted on payments. The Building 
Association foreclosed, and the property was sold at public sale in 
October 1917. The house was purchased at that time by John T. Norton, 
who worked as a teamster; it was the Norton family home until 1925 when 
it was purchased by Emma Hawkins, who owned a large number of properties 
in North Brentwood. She sold the property in 1939 to Stanley and Sarah 
Queen, and it remained in the possession of Queen family members until 
it was purchased by the Town of North Brentwood in 1990. 

Although the Nelson-Queen House is in somewhat deteriorated 
condition, it is representative of a modest and popular house form of 
the early twentieth century, and therefore exemplifies one of the 
dwelling forms of the County's developing suburbs. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#68-61 -10 

Pearl, S.G., Historical Survey, North Brentwood, Maryland, MNCPPC, 1992; Prince George's 
County Deeds; PGC Tax Assessments; PGC Wills; PGC Estate Files; Federal Census Records for 
Prince George's County, MD, 1900, 1910; PGC Plats; PGC Equity Court Cases, etc. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
(Holladay, Block C, lot 17) Acreage of nominated property 2500 sq ft 

Quadrangle name Washington East Quadrangle scale 1 · 2 4, 000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

organization Historic Preservation, M-NCPPC date July 1992 

street&number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone 301-952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 2-697?~~8 ... 
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Nelson-Queen House 
4505 Church Street. North Brentwood 
Washington East quadrangle 
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