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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_,XFAIR 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~~unt Hope is located at Number 1 Cheverly Circle just east of Cheverly Avenue, 
the main north-south thoroughfare in Cheverly, Maryland. It stands on a two-acre lot on 
a prominent ridge in central Cheverly facing south with a view, now somewhat obscured, 
of northeast Washington, D. C. 

The Town of Cheverly, founded 1n 191C and incorporated in 1931, is a residential 
suburb of Washington. It is 1.2 square miles in extent and has S{)flle 8,000 inhabitants. 
The Town occupies much of the original 716-acre tobacco plantation of Fielder 
Magruder, Jr., who built Mount Hope c1rca 1839. The house is the town symbol appearing 
on the offic1al town seal and town flag. 

The ma1n part of the two-story, five-bay frame house was bu1lt in two stages, 
the three-bay west half in the 1830's and the two-bay addition to the east in the 
1860's. The 20 x 20 foot one-story wing, now containing a circa 1950 kitchen, 
appears to date from the 1830's as well. 

There is some evidence that a house stood here earlier, possibly by the late 18th 
century. There is a 20 x 20 foot, stone cellar under the northeast corner of 
the house, adjacent to the crawl space under the kitchen, which appears to be 
from an earlier building. A stone outbuilding)probably a dairy, stands just behind 
the house. It has walls two feet thick and is ventilated; it appears to date from the 
late 18th century. 

The south facade of the house has a central entrance flanked by four French doors 
with transoms above installed in the 1920's. The doorway cons1sts of a door with 
two glass panels, transom, and sidelights. In all of these openings 1s one light 
of thick, beveled glass, added circa 1920. On the second floor are five windows with 
six-over-six light sash. The one-story porch which extends across the entire front 
was added as part of Robert Marshall's renovations of 1919-1922 (See #8). The 
gable roof has a very shallow pitch and is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The west gable end has two exterior chimneys, wh1le the east has two interior 
ones. All are of stuccoed br1ck. Two small, four-light windows flank the southwest 
chimney on the first floor. The northwest chimney has a doorway to the north and 
a large square window containing one sheet of glass to the south. In the east end 
there 1s a 6/6 sash window to the north of the southeast chimney and a small, 
horizontal stained-glass window with a 11 C11 in the center to the south. The latter 
was put in by Marshall, and the 11 C11 stands for Crestlawn, h1s name for the house. There 
are no windows above the first story on the gable ends. 

The north facade has had several narrow, one-story additions made to it, to provide 
bathrooms and a small kitchen. There are five windows on the second floor. The • 
house is covered with clapboard for the most part, with aluminum siding on the 
east, and some asphalt siding on the rear (north). 

The kitchen wing joins the house at the northeast half of the east gable end. 
It has two 6/6 sash windows on the south, a door on the east, and two windows on 
the north. 
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_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES circa 1839; 1860's; 1919 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Fielder Magruder, Jr. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mount Hope ts the foca1 po1nt of the town of Cheverly, a suburb of Washington, D.C. 
founded in 1918. It is a frame fannhouse bu1lt circa 1839 and added to in the 1860's 
by Fielder Magruder, Jr., member of the prom1nent Magruder famfly who first settled 
in Maryland 1n 1652.1 Part of the house sits on the stone foundations of an earlier 
structure, and a possibly circa 1800 outbuilding also remains on the property. 

The house was renovated from 1919 to 1922, as the home and office of Robert 
Marshall, founder of Cheverly. He lived here until 1929. Cheverly's first mayor 
owned Mount Hope from 1941 to 1977. The house is the official town symbol and appears 
on the town seal and the town flag. 

Fielder Magruder built his house facing south on a prominent ridge over 
Wash1ngton, a 13-acre portion of the 500-acre, 1686 land grant Hudson's Range. Although 
the precise chain of ownersh1p of the 13-acre tract is not certai2, it was owned in 
1836 by U.S. Senator Joseph Kent, the fonner Governor of Maryland , who acquired parts 
of Hudson's Range once owned by Benjam1n Stoddert, f1rst Secretary of the Navy and 
bu11der of nearby Beall 's Pleasure.3 

Architectural evidence suggests Mount Hope was bu1lt on the foundations of a late 
18th/early 19th century structure of undetennined origin. Fielder Magruder, Jr. acqu1red 
the 13 acres known as "Part of Hudson's Range" from Joseph Kent in August 1836,4 paid 
him again for the same tract in June 1837,5 and inrned1ately sold the land to Howerton 
Cross,6 who sold ft back to Magruder in November 1838 as part of a 217-acre transaction 
wh1ch included two adjacent tracts, the 129-acre parcel known as Mithcell's Adventure 
and 75 acres of Crawford's Adventure and Columbia.7 · 

Magruder was shown as a head of household 1n the 1840 Federal Census of the 
Bladensburg District in Prince George's County,8 suggesting he had already settled on 
the land.. and in the 1842 Tax Assessm~nt the name Mount Hope is first applied to 
the tract, then listed at 200 acres. Magrudib gradually acquired additional property, 
and by 1861 Mount Hope consisted of 639 acres. The 1860 Federal Census of 1870 
indicate the main house was extensively modified and enlarged in the late 1860 1 s, 
probably to accomodate seven blacks shown as residing 1n the dwelling in addition to 
Magruder and his wife, ~~n.12 By 1888, the year of Magruder's death, Mount Hope • 
consisted of 716 acres. In h1s will of December 16, 1886> proven on May 22, 1888, he 
left the home place cons1st1ng of "the tract of land which I purchased of Howardin {Sic) 
Cross, now deceased, and upon which I now reside, be1o~ two hundred and seven (207) 
acres, more or less" to Ann T. 6. Magruder, h1s w1fe.l As they were childless, she 
left the property at her death 1n 1894 to her nephew, George Beall Shertff .15 

SEE CONTTNl!AIION SH£IT V~ 
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In a deed of 30 January 1919,16 Sheriff's heirs sold " the Fielder Magruder tract," 
surveyed in November 1918 and found to consist of 193~ acres, to the late Robert 
Marshall, an Ohio land developer and former stockbroker. Marshall named his 
purchase Cheverly and used Mount Hope, renamed ''Crestlawn", as his residence and 
field office from 1919 to 1929 while he was building the Town of Cheverly.· Around 
the house, on which he spent $8,640 in a renovation and moderniz~7ion, Marshall 
preserved a 1.97 acre lot, designating it No. 1 Cheverly Circle. 

In 1931, when the Town of Cheverly was incorporated, the first Mayor, the late 
Fred W. Gast, chose Mount Hope as a symbol to appear on the official town seal, 
which continues in use.18 In 1941 Gast purchased the property which had been in 
the hands ofa number of owners during the thirties.19 He left it to his children 
after his death in March 1977. The Town of Cheverly is presently attempting to 
acquire the property from the Gast heirs to be preserved as a town historic site. 

1Bellamy, Raymond W., Jr» "Mount Hope: A Magruder Plantation Home and a 
Town Symbol 1 1977 Yearbook of the American Clan Gre or Societ Containin the 
Proceedings of the 1976 Annua Gathering Washington, D.C.: American Clan Cregor 
Society, 1977), p. 64. 

2Prince George's County Land Records: AB#l0/400; cf. AB#ll/217 and 213;Maryland 
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland (MHR). 

3Prince George's County Land Records: AB#l0/394, MHR. 

4Prince George's County Land Records: AB#l0/400, MHR. 

5Prince George's County Land Records: AB#ll/217, MHR. 

6Prince George's County Land Records: AB#ll/213, MHR. 

?Prince George's County Land Records: AB#12/62, MHR. 

8sixth Federal Census (1840), M704, Roll 169, Prince George's County, 
Bladensburg District, Prince George's County Library, Oxen Hill Branch. 

9Pr1nce George's County Tax Assessment, 1842, Bladensburg Second District, 
Account #11042, MHR. 
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10Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1842, Bladensburg Second District, 
Account 111047, MHR. 

11 Eighth Federal Census (1860), M653, Roll 485, Prince George's County, 
Bladensburg District, Prince George's County Library, Oxon Hill Branch. 

12Ninth Federal Census (1870), M593, Roll 592, Prince George's County, 
Bladensburg District, Prince George's County Library, Oxon Hill Branch. 

13
Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1888, Bladensburg Second District, 

Account #12216, MHR. 

14Prince George's County Wills: WAJ JR. #1/525, MHR. 

15Prince George's County Wills: JBP#l/175, MHR. 

16
Prince George's County Land Records: 137/466, Prince George's County 

Courthouse,Upper Marlboro, Maryland (PGCC). 

17
Prince George 1 s County Land Records: Plat Book RNR#2, Plat 38, PGCC. 

Bellamy, p. 65. H.C. Ball, Letter of August 11, 1919, Town of Cheverly 
Archives, Cheverly, Maryland. 

19
Prince George's County Land Records: 620/188, PGCC. See also 472/455; 

418/51; 385/130; and 305/304. 
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9.!jGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1. 97 acres 
UTM REFERENCES 
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NORTHING 

I I I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

sLJ 11, I 
ZONE EASTING 

D~ll. I 

I I I I I I 
NORTHING 

I I I I I I 

The house stands on Lot 19, Block Eye, Section 1 of Cheverly, Maryland. 
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, ·continued 

Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1842, 1861, 1888. 

Prince George's County Wills. 

Prince George's County Courthouse, Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 

Prince George's County Land Records 

Prince George's County Memorial Library, Oxon Hill Branch, Oxon Hill, Maryland 

Sixth Federal Census (1840) - M 704, Roll 169. 
Eighth Federal Census (1860) - M 653, Roll 485. 
Ninth Federal Census - M 593, Roll 592. 

Martenet's Map of Prince George's County, Maryland, 1861 in: Van Horn, R. Lee, 
Out of the Past, Prince George's County Historical Society, Riverdale, Md., 1976. 

Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including the County of Prince George's, 
Maryland. Philadelphia: C.M. Hopkins, 1878. Prince George's County 
Historical Society, Riverdale, Maryland, 1975. p. 15. 

Town of Cheverly, Archives, Cheverly, Maryland. 

Letter of H.C. Ball, Builder, August 11, 1919 (certifies he remodeled a 
residence for Mr. Robert Marshall at Crestlawn, Cheverly, Maryland, at a cost 
of $8,640.13). 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Bellamy, Raymond W., Jr. "Mount Hope: A Magruder Plantation Home and a Town 
Symbol." 1977 Yearbook of the American Clan Gregor Society Containing the 
Proceedings of the 1976 Annual Gathering. Hashington, D.C.: American Clan Gregor 
Society, 1977. 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES St::-~·1J..RY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey = 69-11 Date 1839 

Building Name Mt. Hope 

Location 1 Cheverly Circle, Cheverly, Maryland 

Open to Public __ yes x no 

Mt. Hope is probably the last remaining frame. antebellum planta
tion house inside the Beltway in Prince George·~s County. The main 
house is a two-story five-bay frame structure with four chimneys, 
the western two chimneys being exterior. The house was constructed 
in two stages: the western three bays in the 1830's, the eastern 
two bays in the late 1860's.The one story wing to the east of the 
main house appears to have been constructed contemporaneously with 
the earlier west section of the main house. Foundations of an 
earlier structure have apparently been incorporated into the building 
of Mt. Hope, for eighteenth century stone foundations have been de
tected under the one story wing and parts of the main house; a 
small stone outbuilding just north of the house also dates from 
this earlier period. 

Mt. Hope was built by Fielder MagrL~ 0 r Jr., who purchased the 
property between 1836 and 1838. By 1840, he was already living in 
the new house. The name Mt. Hope was associated with it as early 
as 1842. 

Magruder died in 1888, and Mt. Hope passed through his widow 
to her heirs; it was sold by them in 1919 to a land developer who 
used the house as both residence and field office while building the 
town of Cheverly. Later Mt. Hope became the home of Cheverly's 
first mayor, and today appears as Cheverly's symbol on the official 
Town Seal. 

-
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t!r.:~s, i~ .:.'LJ.ct, that Cranford, !._s •. dve!1t·..4re became ! .. mo\.::: ..... ::> 

~rE:.· .. -·o!•d' s .'1.dventure) . T!le liv..,_.,r c. ... ..... i.::...-:.- .:.::: land of· i:..·ie -oc:.--_.., 
~ofl~c~e~ tne 5t:.ll buatllng n~~~rc o~ t~e tobaccc -b~~ed :~~~ -
t.:. v:" • .?co::o7y of' the county \'Ii t:--. i ~;;, ::.oc:!..al center b. t. .1..:.::'.'.L0cro _n_ 
itz 3~~n pnr 't at Bladensburg . 

Se'l;·::eer. :.820 and 1825, a :!.a~'tcr r:e. ed Fielder .:.:a.;rudc:r· 
(:. 7.::) - :!..84.:;) acquirod abuu 't 340 acr~s c,f Cr.:.\11"or c.' .:> ..... dventur,.. r :iuc:zo~.'s Range , and ~~hi tlentino . ?'ielC.er .. ,ugruder , as~ rr.c .•. .;I.)_ ' 



r 

ol' tn" ~ ?ro.·.~;-.cr.-:. ........ :•yl~~d 1·u. ily, c.;, .:.ld 'tr .... c .... hi ~ .:i.r.cu-.try in 
.. .er·y!!:l?:C. ·..;&c.: fl ve ;;en era t.!.o~s to .r • .Lex .... nder !-.iagru.de_·, ;.... -~ '!.g:il .... ~ .... 
~c .:>t ;);: -:he Cle.~ Grc. ·or w::o can:e -co . .:a::.,yl~r..:i :.?1 :s5~ . ?ielde:-- ~ s 

.,....., ........ .:o,. ::..._,.,er t "'e f~ ..... s.,.. "'l'"""'d"'•·· •o -- t+-1e ·.., t..,..e ~c,a 1 S.""'e'" .. ,r .. b •-...;..1.u .a.. ..;....v.... 1 '-• ....... v '"''iQ o • \.A. v- "" ..:;,""' ...,_ -•• ... - '-' - - :.,,J,,,' ........ .., 

Cc.p-r.cin s .... :.uel ~a[;r.lc.e;,r ( :. ?OS - :.790) .. F.c '--ad. been co .. ~:::.nder o:~: c 
cc. :nnan; o..:· 'Che t::-inco Geor·ge'~ Cot.nt:y Foot ... il::.'t~a _n 17·18 e.nd 
:. 749 c.:;.c. ~ .... d acquired a 240 t..0r_, nlcnt!lt.:..on c ... ll1...d J:-ot:ie!'hood 
E~.la~·ged. :.oc ... '!;ed just acre!:> ... Bcc.ver ~~!1 \.;::>Cv.{ und no!'t!". c!' t!lE.: 

..... e~ Y":-...,, ~ "o~·""""-·-. 1:"',.._..:; --· C .... ev .,.. .. y l'J'1·:"'\ · 1-V\ n .... "- u•ce- o·"ig .,....,-ly p • .,. e •• ., '-""v - "'• "•~ '·""-'-' v_ •• 1;; __ • • - "•-~ "'-""'"'"' .. _ _ • -·•-....~ 

p~rt o-:' a.no:.he:ro :68S l.:.nd .:;rs~ c c&~lcd :.:t . A:r-r:::.:-a t a::d ~not!1er 
r.· -'~?: l. :> .. : : 714 c::..l .:..ea. ..)roth0r·hooa . Samt:.~l .. ~gr·ildG::.-· 1 _ son Ea::mell 
Tl73r -:s1:) h~d thL land resu~veyed in l7C5 und iuund it co~tcincd 
~C.di t~cnc.l l~nd incL ... dir:e pl. :r·-c o_· •.. -c ••• r·::. .. c.:-·:. 'C, h(;.~ice -c!"le '!1 ........ e 
~ro-;;!1~ r:-.00d E..":: .... rg"'d. .. na.::,·:e:.l : ...... r;r:.:.der, \::-:..:> ;;;erv e..::. du:::-.:.:-i t:.e 
-oe,·oi· o- - -L,..r- -,,..,c -, (.--. c"'- --.·"'d µ ............ . .., .. , cc- ...... ,- ,... .. ,.... er·.;f'-"" •• ~ __ .,_ .l ....... '"-"' _ ._, ...., _ - ·cl. -"v"- ""'-• ...... . .__t;;._., •• S .. av-<;; v_ ~· _.. __ ~ 
~ ,,. .... ~ ... 'h.,,. e"s-ern "'al-, o-· --n~ s - _ .... ,. t-<on ~o .t< 1:i..·e1de "' n' a··· :,.., 3

" 
-C· " V••V ...... u .... J.. J.. t,,,., - ~.J..(;i,,. .... "'""" - .. "' - -.. ,. 0 """ .L -- -

~:i=-c~ zone, ... r:...i -...:.e ot .• cr or v:c. ... ;:;ern hul..:' to hie seconc. wife --::U"'l 

•:;i :.:i t:!'.e ::-emc.inc.er cor.:inc;; to ::si.:..e:d.e::- s.!'b "' ~r don.th . :f.'_eld€:-· 
p :-o':; r.:o:.y l.:.ve\'.... o~ ~:'le e ... st"':?·- i::~ 2.f of tne:;:Sr.tc.-:!.on,, ... t le~st unti::. 
~ ~ ~~ --·o·~€~'- dea~~ 1~ ~ ~o,. ~ c ,·.i.1 ~~ ur:~or. V'" 1 ley \' ~ 4 ~~ •~-
___ ...,. tJ ...,..;;; !:" ..... ..,.... • .;:;, v .... , ... .i. - .... "'4.~U C! \'"""' .. ..l .. ~- ··--"""~- ..... V.JV'--. 

"2: til \'!c:: :!.n to t!'-~e 20t:.;. ce:: t1:.i·7 on c hi:l t..cr-o .,s ..;."r.J .. -.;he pr·e >Jc::~ 
d.~y Gi~nt \':are!-:ouse on Sr_eri ·r 3.oca. R'is st0p.1ot~er l1ved in ·che 
:'s.? .ily to· .c. _ 1...,t...d cc.::.led o:c:: Cr·c!"'.t.rd i::t.:C:::. i..: _o .., .,cod. '·'"':..:. in-cc -:; .i~ 
20-:h ce::"C'.....:-y t.nd ·.·;e.z loc;..ted o~ "Che e~st ::::.:de o:t Coit.i. ... u:~ ?s.::>.: Roc::.c .·., .. ---r• c · ...... ·.,..ce GGoI .. -et .,. Co''"' t··y r- .. ..., t-~ ... .,...,.;; ,..,_ ,.o -.,., .. """""'..,,.'"' ..,...v ...... ...,,.. ..a. .. .4 - •• "'"~ - """"•· .:.. """-""'""" • •·v"-'V- '---~u "" '-"...._./ ... 
~~ .... c - .... O:l"v ... o:.' t::.e t1 .. 1e , ?:'...elder .. ..s.;.-r .... d. .... r ~:ud l.:> s :..aves t:..r.d by t~e 
:i:v of his Jebth in 1840 had cxca~de~ .. ls ho:dinra to 855 &ere: . 

=:t. ~1c.~ 1:n:.:si.;C. .J.t Old Orchard .:. :: t.:".e ;."""' .ily ccn~etcry whic:: v.a_ :e.tc;::· 
. .:».re.:! to ?-c. ~incoln . :i is '::.:C.o'.! •. ..:, t.:.lda :.:.ved on a -c OlC. 0:-c; . ..,.r·d 

:...!!~.:.l !1(!::> detat~ in 1349 , t:1e old ~o~;:;~ acq_uiring -che n::me · .. iC:..0'.'.' ... 
.)0,:101" . ?::e:C:.er' s son ..ue\1is ._ .. id ~.is :~r~t; ~&;.ily :_ived ut ~ .~C.~':.·~ _ 
.JO\','-wl· c..nC. according to tax records chcn ;ed its na!ne a galn to 
.:- _·.:.,s':'.)t.ci:; .. .:.11. One of his sons, \'.!:.L:.~. :-inkney ... .agrudcr (18 .... 6 -
: ;:;g 1 , .::;l;.. ve ~1:a.gruder Park to !-!j r.. ttsv:'..l:G a~d at t~1e -c.:..:ne o ... : t. i:; 
des.~h ue.s -;;~_e ls..rgest landO\'~cr 1~ -c .• e co"'nty. Another o.t :?ie_d.o:·' ~ 
~o!'ls, =:cx:ard i • .agruder, and b.1~ .:'.'a~ .. ily l.i.ved at Union Valley. 
-:aird eo::., ';?J.lliam T:1omas ... fagr~der v:c:s :... professional soldier \'/!:o 
.._:.,..·u::.~:.. tca .from ·dest ?oint in 1850. .,,e resigned his cor'lr: . .:.ssior~ 
··.-t .. t~e :: . .... . Ar::.v i:i October, 1362 ... :ic ~o.:.ned. the Con1'eC.0rc:;.-v .... 
-M-r ... y 6:'.' Ncrt-iern Vi rginia . i: e aied -°"! ? ::c~{ett 1 s c::arge at 
G_tty~o~~~ on July 3 , 1863. 

!'::.elcer !· .. l:..gruder ' s oldest $On, :-'ie:..cer, Jr . (1814- 1SB8) .. .:.~ .. :z·iec. 
.. :!r: Yo-..::.n g of 1 

.. ashington, :J.C . ,;.n 13.:>5 unJ. lived .i.n t:ie ol::.n-;; ... -cion 
•• .:i'..l-6 \'l:.:.i~~ s~.:.11 stands on a !"!.dge :.r. !'.he ceT'!ter o.:' Chever::, ct 
no . :. Cheve::-ly Circle . '.:':ii s 12 roo~ ante ·.el.lam ho:ne 1 s on our 
· .. owr. ~-~: a:-.d was care.fully restored. by l:Gerly1 s founder a!':d f!. 1·_ t 
:.- -~Ct.-~-c, rtobert .. .arshall . Ee called i t Crestle:::n and livec. .. !:ore 
:'ro:; :;;1:9 -:;o 1929 . '::ode.y, -cre ?ielde:c· .\bgruder house i::: v\;7:..:-a. by 
-;;..,..~ .... G.,.->t, C:.ever:?..y ' s first ru:..~or (:"'131 - 1937). I"ts date o:· cc::
s-.::.."' i.'-~ t~o:: i ... .-ncertain al thour· ... r . ..!tu•eb~ll YJas told. .:.:-: :.. :;:s by 
\:'O he.: rs 0j' ?ielc.er , Jr. w~o .;;oJ.d .. l.rr, t::c property -;;: .. u-c it v .... s 
".)!'ObubJ.:- built about 181 5 . s:.r.ca "t:ie :Js. r1.:.ders do not ..,."'·oca!' to 
~~ve co::.e .into posses.;,ion of th.:.s "Cert of Cneverl y until ai:; least 
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r"' :h~verly Av.:;nue pc:o.ved by Novenb~r 1~23 and. i.ts first "c:i.t:y" 
\ ..... "CCc~ a!1d p..:>wer installed in 1925 . hr . Marshall lost co •. ..:.::::-ol o'!': 
t:.e Washi.!'.gton Sl4burban Realcy Compar"y in 1927 a.=t:'2r an c..Jortive 
e=ro~t in 1926 to make the east~rn portion of Forest Ro~d 
,t~e~ c~!:ed Xarsha:l Road) ~~to ~ grand aven~e :eading all the 

way ~o Lane.over Road (now Rou~e 202) t:o be used as a major 
~9?~oQc~ to Prince George's Coun~ry Club . L~ was t:he~ called 
Bez..ve: Dam Country Club and hac opened in 1923 . Mr. Marshall 
w~~ o~~ o~ thirty owners of t:he Club and used its proximity to 
ChcverJ..y '"'s a selling feature for the Cl.eve:::-:ly Prc.?ertie-.. . 
. ·!::?.!:'shall Road was n.ev~r paveC. ... r:d for many years the curb and 
gu~~e:::-: and street lignt posts serv~d as a reminder of Mr . 
Marshal: 's mistake . 

Shortly after Harry Wardman dcquired control of Cheverly 
from the Washington Suburban Realty Company in August 1929, 
t~e c~prcss:on hj~ ana within Q y~dr Ward~~n h~d gone oankr~p~ . 

c~~~e~ly, which then consisted 0£ some 7~ homes, was con~ro~ted 
w_~;-. a :o_ c.-.;.ct:ion by ~"'.r . Wardr.l._n•s cred.i:t:ors with ~:ie '-~-'--··'- .... r.t 
n .... c pu~-icity and reduction in property values . The auctJ..O~ 
was ~e:d in early May 1931 at a time when its citizens ha~ jusc 
voted ~: to 8 on April 18, 1931 for incorporation after it had 
beco~~ cl~ar t~at the interes~ of homeowners could not be pro
~ected ad~quately by the Citizens Association establishea in 
_9:e:. 

The th~r~ies were a difficult time for Cheverly and it w~s 
only d~e to the dedication and hard work of the civic-minded 
_cs~~e~ts led by Mayor Fred Gast and J . R~.fll\Ond Fletcher (Mayor 
-~37--9~5) tha~ it survived . Despite economic constraints and 
a :.:.~ .-ted tax base at the time, streets were substantial:y im-
_ rove~ ~nd street lights repaired. Joint efforts by the cit:izenry 
w-::re characteristic of the period and were exemplified by the 
es~a~:~sh.~ent of the American Legion Park in the center of town 
i~ ~935 in a landscaping effort directed by Raymond w. Bellamy, 
S!:' . , an early associate of Mr. Marshall . The Bellamy Gardens 
J _st ~ort .• of Legion Park which he developed over a forty year 
pe~iod fro~ 1927 to 1967 are only one among many lovely gardens 
graci~g Cheverly homes. 

iv~~h the improvement of the economy as a result of World 
~-r :I, Cheverly burgeoned rapidly in the forties and fifties 
u~der leadership of James E . Conover (Mayor 1945-19 47) , Dr . 
Ec~a~~ ~- Saloom (Mayor 1947-1953) and Lawrence A . Yates (Mayor 
:j53-:959) into the progressive, peacefu: and pleasant conunuP-i~y 
:...._ :::-c::-.a.:..ns today . This period saw the establishment of Cheverly 
Co::-.r .. ..:::1i<:v Church (1942) and St . ,\mbrose Catholic School and 
Ch~~ch {i951) , the revision of th0 Town Charter (1951), 
a~ i~crease in the number of wards from four to the present six 
~95:},the first town newsletter in June 1953, the acquisit:ion 

~~ ~~e ten acre Town Park from the Magr~~er heirs in 1955, 
,-.. cons~~uction of Happy Acres School (1955}, codification of the 

-ow~ orei~ances i n May 1957, the expansion of Cheverly by one-
third with the annexation of the Cheverly Industrial Park in 



. .. 

1958 and in the fifties the encircle~ent of Cheverly by dual 
highways . 

The sixties and seventies .. under the leadership of Dr. 
L~u:ence N. Woodworth (Mayor 1959- 1965), Terrell M. Wertz 
~!-!ayo.:- 1965- 1970), Thomas W. Kerley (Mayor 1970- 1974) and 
Roberc O'Connor (Mayor 1974- t have been characterized 

5 

~y c~~~ga as th~ pressure oE popu~~~ion growth and co,:uncrcial 
cev~lo?~ent in the surrounding area has ca~sed a vari~ty of 
proble:::s . l:ighlights of this period m:,re -r.he first Cheverly 
Day Pa::-ade in July 1966, hiring the first full- time Town 
A5~inistra~or in F~bruary 1967 and dedication of the Cheverly 
Cor.ur.~nity Center in the Town Park in June 1973 . Cheverly, 
:10W 1.2 square miles in extent, has been able to rete1.in its 
identity and territorial integrity during this period because 
Chever:y citizens, who now nurr~er about 8000, care deeply 
~~o~t their families , their homes and their co~unity and 
draw t.:>get!:er in adversity . This spirit of cooperation and 
together;.ess was never better demonstrated than in this bi
ce~t~~nial year with tne biggest and best of the eleven 
a~n~~l parades and festivities held to date . 

~~e rest o; the decade and the century promis~to be a 
time o= c~a:lense to Cheverly citizens determined to maintain 
t~c character of their little island of green . METRO will 
c~usc ~ere chonge which hopefully will be the change which 
:~acs ~o an improved lifestyle rather than the change which 
:c~ds ~o ~eterioration. It's up to us who love our Town ~o 
:-.ai :::-::ai~ Robert Marshall ' s vision of an attractive and peace
f~l =2s~dential community) c v:_1on w~~i ch conti~ucs to s~ine 
~ri.:>;~tly t.fter .:ilmost 60. years . 
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MOUNT HOPE - J\Ll\GRUDER PL_i\'.\TATION JIONE 

A To'm Syrnhol 

By Raymond W. Bellamy, Jc 
Cheverly Town Historian 
Bicentennial Year 1976 

(1926 photograph from the Cheverly 
Town Archives - TClkcn by Robert 
Marshall, Founder of Cheverly) 

Mount Hope, l Cheverly Circle, Cheverly, Maryland, is the 
former plantation home of Fielder Magruder, Jr. (1814-1888) and 
has been owned by Cheverly's first mayor, Fred W. Gast, since 
the late 1930s. Part of the house is believed to date from 
about 1815, according to a 1923 statement of Robert Marshall, 
who founded Cheverly in 1918. Extensive modifications and 
additions were made by Fielder Magruder, Jr. in the early 1840s, 
according according to his grand nic cc, Mrs. Lill~e .Magruder 
Mansfield. Mount Hope is a typical Maryland farm house of the 
pre-Civil War period according to architectural historians. It 
has two stories with a one-story wing, 12 rooms, including G 
bedrooms and is approximately 65 x 30 feet. Of frame construction, 
it has weatherboard siding, painted brown, a front porch, probably 
added or modified later, four external brick chimneys and a metal 
roof. 

Mount Hope, as it was called by Fielder :Magruder, Jr., was 
renamed Crestlawn by Cheverly' s founder, JI.Ir. Marshall, who used 
it as his residence from 1919 to 1929. It was chosen in 1931, 
the year of Cheverly's incorporation as a town, by ~Ir. Gast, 
Cheverly's first mayor (1931-1937) as the symbol on the Cheverly 
Town Seal. The house stands facing south on a prominent ridge 
in central Cheverly, a residential suburb of Washing;ton, D. C. 
of 1.2 square miles and some 8,000 inhabitants. It overlooks 
the Cheverly Town Park to the cast and an adjacent proposed park 
area. The proposed park area includes the foundations of a 
later Mag~uder home long gone from the scene, called Prospect 
Hill. Nearby is the site of a Prohibition-era still discovered 
by Mr. Marshall in 1921 (Cheverly is knO\oJil for its 11mltituc1c of 
<=l'l' i "!'..:~) ~11ul ~1 1 r i ln1 f :n'·'· n f Hr:n·<'l' J);1m f'.l'C'Ck from which :i CC' \\'llS 

tah.en ln the w.lutcr for 8toragc in the stone ice house which 
still stands behind Mount H,ope. Remains of an old slcr,•c cabin 
can be found on town property about 200 yards to the rear and 
north of the house. 
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Mount Hope was.the center of Fielder Magruder, J~'s 716 
acre tobacco plantation and farm, the house standing on tlte 
1686 land grant called Hudson's Range and the property in-
cluding parts of another land rrrant to the north called 
Cranford, his Adventure (1685) flater knowri as Crawford's 
Adventure) and parts of two other land grants to the south 
called Whitlentine (1685), and Little Deane (1695). These 
tracts, or parts of them, changed hands many times in the 18lli 
and early 191!:! centuries., the lively dealing in land of the 
time reflecting the still. bustling nature of the tobacco-based 
plantation economy of Prince George's County with its main 
port at .. Bladensburg. Some of these landowners included 
the Reverend Hugh Conn, pastor (1718-1752) of the second 
Presbyterian church to be established in the county (the 
Eastern Branch Church located near Garrison's Landing, later 
to become known as Bladensburg); Richard Henderson and Adam 
Craii;, local land speculators of the late 18lli century; 
Benjamin Stoddert, .first Secretary of the Navy and builder in 
1795 o.f nearby Beaver Dam, later to be known as Beall's 
pleasure, and childhood home of Drice Clagett, Chairman of the 
Maryland Historical Trust; and Richard Tasker Lowndes, member 
o.f the prominent family of Bladensburg merchants of the 18!h 
and early 19lli centuries. 

Fielder Magruder, Jr. was the seventh generation Nagruclcr 
in Maryland, tracing his line back through Fielder, SrG, Ilaswcll 5 
Captain Samuel 4 , Samuel, Jr. 3 , Captain Samuel 2 to Alexander, a 
Highland Scot o.f the Clan Gregor who came to Naryland in 16520 
Magruder's great-grandfather, Captain Samuel (1708-1790) is believed 
to have been the first .Magruder to settle in the Cheverly area, 
living, according to the legendary Clan Gregor historian, the 
late Caleb Clarke Magruder, on a 240-acre plantation called 
Brotherhood located just across Beaver Dam Creek to the cast of 
Mount Hope. Captain Samuel's son llaswell (1736-1811), Constable 
o.f New Scotland Hundred from 1777 to 1780 during the American 
Rcvolution,had the tract resurveyed in 1785, found it contained 
part o.f another tract. called .Mt. Arrarat and patented it in 1789 
as nrotherhood Enlarged. His son, Fielder, Sr. (l 7SO-l8t10 ), was 
\villed this property and added to it other land including 310 
acres of Crawford's Adventure, Hudson's Range and Whitlcntine 
(within what is now Cheverly) which he acquired bet,,reen 1820 and 
18~:1. When he d]ccl -intestate -in 1810, h:is heirs divided the 855 
<t\.·l \_!~ Ill.: '-'\\'l1~d. ThL; ullle~t .::;ou, 1".Le.lder, Ji·. receiYed 20D ncres 
which he called Mount Hope, ndding it to 150 acres he already 
owned of the Little Deane tract and 13}'2 acres of Cra\\'ford' s 
Adventure. He soon acquired his younger brother \villi am' s 71 
acres in the lower part of \vhat is now Cheverly and William went 
on to graduate from West Point in 18SO, serve in the U.S. Cavalry 
until 1862, resign his commission and die for the Conf"cderacy 
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in Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg in 1863. Fielder, Jr. 
continued to acquire land even after the drastic changes in tne 
previously slave-based agricultural economy of the area after 
the Civil War. Ile eventually possessed.,at the time of his 
death in 1888, 843 acres, including 716 acres of .Mount Hope .. 

According to Fielder Magruder, Jr.'s will, written in 
1886 and proven in 1888, he died childless 9 lcaving his real 
and personal property to his \dfe, Ann Truman Greenfield Young. 
His real property was to be divided among a long list of 
relatives after her death and after this occurred in 18!)tl, 
according to the terms of his will, he left :Mount Hope and 
approximately 200 acres of the farm to his sister, Matilda, and 
her husband, Dionysius T. Sheriff. According to tax assess
ment records, Sherif.f's brother, George Beall Sheriff, had 
acquired the property by 1896. In 1918, George Sheriff's 
son, Philip Hill Sheriff, sold the house and property ,~·hi ch 
consisted, according to· a 1918 survey., of 193}~ acres to Robert Marshall 
founder of Cheverly. Marshall designed Cheverly Circle around 
the house, spent S8,G10 in 1919 to restore the house nnd renamed 
it and the surrounding two acres Crestlm~·n, a suggestion of his 
wife Dena. They used it as their residence from 1919 until tlH~y" 
departed Cheverly in 1929. The home be.longed bric.fly to Harry 
Wardman, the developer who bought out the O\·:ncrs of Cheverly in 
August 1929 and went bank.rupt after the depression. To save 
the interests of the home O\\'ners of Cheverly during; th-i_s period, 
public spiri tcd c:i. tizcns of Cheverly led by Mr. Gast \\'ere 
successful in incorporating the town on April 18, 1931 and Mr. 
Gast had the Fielder Magruder house adopted as the tO\vn symbol 
that year. The olcl house was subsequently occup:i._ccl hy a variety 
of tenants until acquired by Hr. Gast at tax sale in the late 
thirties and rema:i.ns his property. llis son, John, the current 
resident, has lived in the house since 1950. 

Mount Hope has been added to the Maryland National Capital 
Park and P-1 ~urning Commission llistori c Site Map of Prince George's 
County by Senior County Historian, Nr. John Walton, J-r. and is 
being proposed for inclusion in the .Maryland Historic Sites 
Inventory being prepared by the Maryland Historical Trust. The 
Town of Cheverly has under consideration a JJroposal to acquire 
~!nnnt Ho1H~ nnrl mrd nt:1 in it <1.~ n. 'fown lli stor:i c Site, housing 
d 111u::;euu1, 1-ilJl"<it·,y <111tl .:leuL01· Cit.i_zeu' .s CcHter. 
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The house i~3 a two story, f ra~n<~ structure 1 built 

in three sections. The 2outh end has double external 

chimneys with ston2 foundations and brick stdcks. This 

wing was originally a three bay, end haJ.l, double parlor 

structure; the doorway has too and sidelights. 

The two bay, two story north wi~g was added later; 

it gives thc:: present hou:::c a central hall config-0.ra.tion. 

There are double internal chimneys at this end. 

To the north of this wing is a one story wing that 

~ay originally have been a separate kitchen. 

The house has had the roof changed; the present 

~ne present front porch across 

the entire facade has been added since 1920; it replaces 

a small porch with shed roof. 

Behind the house is a one story, stone meat house. 
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Mount Hope 
Prince George's County 
1926 Robert Marshall photograph 
Neg in possession of Frederick S. 
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