
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey P.G. #70-15 Building Date 1916 

Building Name Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church 

Location 5503 Lincoln Avenue. (Lincoln), Lanham. Maryland 

Private / Religious / Occupied / Unexposed I Accessible 

Description: 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was a frame gable-roof church building, 
constructed in 1916, with its principal west gable end facing onto Lincoln Avenue. 
It was sheathed with German siding, painted white, its gable roof was covered with 
gray asbestos shingle, and the building rested on a concrete foundation. Centered 
in the west gable end was a three-part window, set off by a shallow semi-circular 
molded "pediment" above. Each of the north and south sides of the church was 
varied by a projecting crossgable which formed a shallow transept. There was a 
two-story pyramidal-roof square tower on the south side, near the southwest corner; 
entrance to the church was into the west face of the tower, through a small 
pedimented entry porch. There was a small slightly raised altar at the east end of 
the nave. In 1983 a new church was begun on the lot adjoining to the north; it is 
of brick, one-story, eight-sided, with an eight-plane pyramidal roof. The original 
Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was destroyed in 1984. 

Significance: 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was built in 1916 in Lincoln, to serve the 
residents of this newly established black suburban community. It was named for 
Daniel Peter Seaton, minister and scholar, one of the most prominent supporters of 
the church. In 1913, William A. Davis and three other prominent members of the new 
Lincoln community purchased Lot #27 in Block G, acting as the trustees of the 
Bethel A.M.E. Church of Lincoln. Services were conducted, under Reverend Seaton's 
leadership, while money was raised to build the church. Seaton died in January, 
1918; money was designated in his will to go to the trustees of the Bethel Church 
at Lincoln; since that time the church has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. 
Church. Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church has remained one of the focal points of the 
Lincoln community. By the early 1980's, the church was considered too small to 
house the expanding congregation, and the decision was made to replace it with a 
new structure. The trustees purchased adjoining lots in 1982, and in 1983 began 
construction of a new brick church building. In 1984, the old Seaton Memorial 
Church was demolished. The site of the old church has been converted to parking 
spaces, and nothing remains of the original building. 

Acreage: 37,500 sq. ft. 



Survey Ho. PG#70-15 

Maryland Historical Trat Ma9i No. 

State Historic Sites lanatory Form OOE .J9S _po 
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1. Name {indicate pref erred umal 

hlalarlc Seaton Memorial A.~.E. Church 

2. Location 
S503 Lincoln Ave. ............. 

ctty, town Lanham 

Maryland 

3. Classification 

Lincoln 
_ vicinity ol 

nol far pulll' llllfl 

congr118lonel dl•trict 5 

Prince George's 

CM•l•PJ ·oaaou....., ....... ltc•Mllt u-
dlatrlct ~public x accupl1d - agriculture - mu88Ulll 

_ bulldlng(a) _ prtv.- _ unucuplad _ CGIMl8l"Cl8I _pa 
_struclUre _...,. _ _..lltP1ogr111 _educ1tlone1 K~ 

_X_'"8 AIHlllllle _ ................ 
- obiKt - ,_.: I I llJlceecl - gGHllNll•Ot 

_ Y98= wwWlilcllld _ lnduatrtml 
_no _ mHlt8ry 

4. Owner of Property C1ive ~·and mailing addreaae• at ill owner•> 

,_ Trustees of Seaton Memorial A..M.E. Church 

5503 Lincoln Avenue · telephone no. : 

Lanham Maryland 20706 

5. Location of Legal Description 

liber 80 

lllr8lltanum111 
14735 Main Street 

folio 469 

Upper Marlboro ..... MD 

&. Representation in Existing Bistorica.l surveys 

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

1974 _...,.. - ..... _x_ coun1y -loca 

t P uiea.r far_,,.,• nnm Historic Preservation Cammi ss ion MNCPPC ....... Upper Marlboro MD 20772 
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7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_gooc:t _,.., 

CltecllOfte 
- deteriorated - UMftered 
_ ruins _ •iteNd 
.-2.. unexpoaed 

CftecllOfte 
_ orlglrwl 1ite 
- moved dmte of move 

Survey ~o. PG#?0-15 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general d~acription of th.e resource and its 
vario~s e~e~e~~a aa it exista today. 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was a frame gable-roof church building, 
constructed in 1916, with its principal west gable end facing onto Lincoln 
Avenue. It was sheathed with German siding, painted white, its gable roof 
was covered with gray asbestos shingle, and the building rested on a con­
crete foundation. 

Centered in the west gable end was a three-part window, set off by a 
shallow semi-circular molded "pediment" above. Each of the north and south 
sides of the church was varied by a projecting crossgable which formed a 
shallow transept. 

Sometime after the construction of the ihurch in 1916, a two-story 
square tower was built onto the south side, near the southwest corner. It 
had a pyramidal roof, and there was a tall lowered window at second level in 
each face of the tower. Entrance to the church was thenceforth into the west 
face of the tower, through a small pedimented entry porch. 

The main block of the churched enclosed a spacious nave, with walls 
covered below the chair-rail with dark vertical wainscoting. The three­
plane ceiling was covered with similar narrow board. There was a small 
slightly raised altar at the east end-of the nave. 

In 1983 a new church was begun on the lot adjoining to the north; it 
is of brick, one-story, eight-sided, with an eight-plane pyramidal roof. 
The original Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was destroyed in 1984 • 

. . - ... ···---------



8. Significance Survey No. PG#70-15 

Period 
- prehiatoric 
-1~1491 
_ 1500-1511 
_1900-1191 
_ 1700-1791 
_1~1-
_x_1900-

ANM of Sl91tlftcanc._c11ec11 Md Justify IMMw 
_ ~-prwhi8t0rie _x_ community ptanning _ l•ndacape architecture_x_ religion 
_ ~-hi8toriC - ConMrVation - I• - 1Ci1nce 
_ agriculture _ economica - literature - sculptUN 
_x_ architKture _ educatton - mllltary - IOCt.U 
- lrt - qineertng - rnuaM: hunwtbri8n 
_ COINWce _ explar•UonlMttlement - pftjl08aphy - thMl8f 
_ communtcatlona _ lnduatry _ potltlcalgov• nment b'.-i1p a tlltlot 

_ lrwendon - -. (~ 

Speciflodet.. 1916 

ch.eek: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

_A _B _c _o 

A _B C _D _E F 

Level of Significance: _national _state local 

G 

Prepare both a. sumaary paragraph of significance and a. qenaral st&temnt of history and 
support. 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was built in 1916 in Lincoln, to serve the 
residents of this newly established black suburban community. It was named for 
Daniel Peter Seaton, minister and scholar, one of the most prominent supporters 
of the church. 

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Imporvement Company, Inc., acquired nearly 200 
acres of land along the Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded 
to survey and lay out a semi-rural community. The lots were garadually bought up, 
and houses built, and by ca. 1915 approximately ten black families had established 
themselves there. The new community had several features which made it attractive 
to working black families: it had a quiet rural setting, dotted with parks and 
surrounded by woods, but had easy access to Washington by the WB&A railroad; it had 
its own station (Lincoln) on this line, a general store close to the station, 
and a one-room schoolhouse a moderate distance southwest along the railroad line. 

The local store was run by William A. Davis, and it was in this store that 
several of the residents met to make plans for building a church. The first ser-
vices were held in the store presided over by Rev. Daniel Peter Seaton, who had in 1913 
purchased a lot in Lincoln and begun to build his residence. Reverend Seaton 
(1835-1918) was an organizer of A.M.E. churches in the Washington Metropolitan 
area. He had received a diploma from the American University of Medicine in Phila­
delphia in 1871; he had travelled extensively and in 1895 had published The Land 
of Promise, a social and cultural analysis of the people of Palestine. Seaton had 
pastored churches in Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, Indiana and Washington 
DoC. bef~re his appointment as minister of the newly forming Bethel Church at 
Lincoln. 

In 1913, William A. Davis and three other prominent members of the Lincoln 
community purchase~ Lot #27 in Block G, acting as the trustees of the Bethel A,M.E. 
Church of Lincoln. Services were conducted, under Reverend Seaton's leadership, 
in Davis' store and in Reverend Seaton's home, while money was raised to build the 
church. Seaton died in January, 1918; money was designated in his will to go to 
the trustees of the Bethel Church at Lincoln; since that time the church has been 
known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church, in his honor.4 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey ~!o. 

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance (continued) Section 8 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church has remained one of the focal points of the 
Lincoln community. By the early 1980's, the church was considered too small 
to house the expanding congregation, and the decision was made to reglace it 
with a new structure. The trustees purchased adjoining lots in 1982~ and in 
1983 began construction of a new brick church building. In 1984, the old -
Seaton Memorial Church was demolished. The site of the old church has been 
converted to parking spaces, and nothing remains of the original building. 

Notes --
1. See MHT form PG#70-32 

2. Floyd, Bianca P., Prince George's County Black History Study Final Re-
port, 1982-83, pp. 121-22. 

3. Prince George's County Deed #80:469 

4. Prince George's County VJi 11 GPH#l:385 

5. Prince George's County Deed #5574:633 

PG#70-15 

Page __ 2_ 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#70-15 

Cf. Notes, Item #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acremge of nominated rao~~ 37 , 500 sq• ft• 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM Reference• do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ..... I .-.....-----
e L.Ll ._I .-..... ___ ..._._. 

G L_W _I _............,..._._. 

Verb•I bound•ry description and justification 

• 

B w "'""'.._I~'-"-._.,_,! I I I I 
Zone Easting Northin~ 

D~ _I ~l...._ ....... ~I _I.-.......-....--­
F LL.J .._I -'--'---'-....... -'--! 

H LI.J 

List all at•tes and counties for properties overl•pping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

n.meJtltle Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

organization P .G .C • Historic Preservation Commi Vi ion date February 1983/December 1988 

street & number 4010 C.A.B., c/o MNCPPC telephone (301 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



P. G. #70-15 
Seaton Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church 
5503 Lincoln Avenue, Lanham, Md. 
Priv/Occ/Relig/Good 

1919 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church is a small frame structure 
with the principal facade being its west gable end. Centered 
in this west gable end is a tri-partite window which is set 
off by a shallow semi-circular molded pediment above. Each 
of the north and south sides of the Church has a low cross-gable 
a little east of center. A square tower has been built onto the 
south side of the church near the southwest corner, and entrance 
to the sanctuary is through a porch on the tower's west face. 

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Improvement Co., Inc., acquired 
nearly 200 acres of land along the Washington, Baltimore and 
Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded to survey and develop a new 
semi-rural community. The new co1T1JT1unity had the advantages of 
parks and woods, and its own station on the WB & A railroad, as 
well as a long-established schoolhouse for Black children close 
by; by 1915 approximately ten working-class Black families had 
established theIBselves there. Two years earlier, four residents 
had purchased a lot for the purpose of constructing an A.M.E. 
Church, although for some years to come, services were held in 
homes or in the general store. The second pastor of this cong­
regation was Daniel P. Seaton, who had moved to Lincoln in 1913; 
after his death in 1918, money out of his estate, as devised 
by his will, was given towards the building fund of the (then 
called) Bethel Church at Lincoln. The church was completed in 
1919, and from that time has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. 
Church. 

The Church has remained the center of the Lincoln community 
to this day, but the future of the 1919 building is now in 
question. Plans are in progress for a new and larger church 
building, and the congregation is weighing the alternatives of 
demolishing the old church or retaining it for collateral 
church-related uses. 



~urvey No. P.G. #70-15 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No • 1701014 7 0 8 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Seaton Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & number 5503 Lincoln Avenue 

city, town Lincoln 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
· __ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

Lanham 
_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

P. G. 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ ~overnment 

_"'Industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

5th 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
~religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Trustees of Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P. G. County Courthouse liber 80 

street & number Main Street folio 46q 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title P.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _ federal _ state !__ county __ local 

depository for survey records History Di vis ion M-NCPPC 

city, town 4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale stateMaryland 20737 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
z_ good 

__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated ' __ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. #70-15 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
va~ious elements as it exists today.~ 

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church is a small frame structure 

with the principal facade being its west gable end. Centered 

in this west gable end is a tripartite window which is set off 

by a shallow semi-circular molded pediment above. Each of the 

·north and south sides of the church has a low cross-gable a 

little east of center. A square tower has been built onto 

the south side of the church near the southwest corner, and 

entrance to the church is through a porch on the tower's west 

face. 
The foundation of the building is of brick, and the. 

building is covered with German siding . 

~-~· ., .-. -·..oc1 . . .... -· 
I. - • ..__: J 
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8. Significance Survey No _PG·'. 70-15 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_K_ 1900-

_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture~ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement __ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_invention Bl~c~h'B!_sct<g~~ 

Specific dates ca. 1916 Builder/Architect Holland, Hatton, Clarke 

check: Applicable Criteri.a: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sllllURary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Improvement Company, Inc., 
acquired nearly 200 acres of land along the Washington, 
Baltimore and Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded to survey 
and lay out a semi-rural community. The lots were gradually 
bought up, and houses built, and by ca. 1915, approximately 
ten black families had established themselves. The new 
community had several features which made it attractive to 
working black families: it had a quiet rural setting, dotted 
with parks and surrounded by woods, but had easy access to 
Washington by the WB & A railroad; it had its own station 
(Lincoln) on this line, a general store close to the station, 
and a one-room schoolhouse a moderate distance southwest 
along the railroad line. The store was run by William A. 
Davis, and it was in this store that several of the residents 
met to make plans for building a church. The first services 
were held in the store presided over by Rev. Daniel Peter 
Seaton, who moved in to the Lincoln community in 1913. In 
the same year, W.A. Davis and three other prominent members 
of the community (T.J. Calloway, F.W. Holland and W.H. Freeman) 
purchased lot #27 (Block G) as trustees of the Lincoln A.M.E. 
church. Services continued, under Rev. Seaton's leadership, 
in Mr. Davis' store and in Rev. Seaton's home while money was 
raised to build the church. Reverend Seaton died in January 
1918; money was designated in his will to go to the trustees 
of the Bethel Church at Lincoln and since that time the church 
has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. church. The church 
was finished ca. 1919 - 1920 on land which had been purchased 
in 1913. (In an attempt to keep Lincoln a solid middle-class 
community whitout danger of deterioration, the deed for the 
lot required that improvements cost no less that $750 to build.) 

Seaton Memorial Church has remained the center of the 
Lincoln community to this day. In recent years, adjoining 
lots have been purchased, and plans are in process for the 
construction of a new and larger church building. The future 
of the 1916 church is presently in question: the membership is 
weighing the alternatives of demolishing the old church or 
maintaining it for collateral church-related uses. 



9. Major Bibliographical References ~­
Survey No.· 70-15 

P.G. Co. Deeds: 80:469 

Admin. papers #2879 

P.G. Will GPH #1:385 

1 O. Geographical Data 

Interviews with pastor of Seaton 
Memorial, and parishioners, and 
church historian. 

Acreage of nominated property ---------

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I 1 I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ I.__._.____.__.__._ oLJJ I I I I 
E Li._j l....._._~_.._- F LLI I I I 

G Li_j L-1 ..L---1.---..-.-- H LU I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl 

organization History Di vision M-NCPPC date February 1983 

street & number4811 Riverdale Rd. , telephone 779-2011 

city or town Riverdale state Maryland 20737 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 St?te Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 -
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

PG:70-15 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAME ,. ,. _·,_:: . 

COMMON: 

ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Lincoln Station 
LOCATION 

STREET ANt:' NUMBER1 

Lincoln Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Lanham 
ST ATE !COUNTY: 

Maryland Prince Georae 1 s 
CLASSIFICATIOI+ 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Checlc One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District 0 Building 0 Public Public Acqui1ition: l.m Occupied Yea: 

0 Site • Structure • Private 0 In Proceu 0 Unoccupied • Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Pre1ervation work 0 Unrutricted 

In prov•••• 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Checlc One or Moree• Jtpproprlete) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 lndu1trial 0 Private Reaidenc• 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Muaeum 0 Scientific 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
UWNER'S NAME: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE: 1 
t.OCATION OF t.eiAt DESclnPTION .· .,N1 

'.6'·::. 

COURTHOUSE. RE~ISTRY OF OEEOS. ETC: 

Prince Georae's Countv Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Upper Marlboro Marv land 
Title Reference of CurrPnt- T"\oa~ (Br.r.k & Pa. i) ! 

REPRESENTATION lN .EXISTING SURVEYS - ~~ 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

CATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS1 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN! rTATE: 1 



f7· OESCRlrTION 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

0 Altered 

0 Goad O Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Checl< One) 

• Deteriorated 

I 
OESCRIBE THI!'. PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 

(Check One) 

0 Moved • Original Site 

This is an old Negro conununity with its own RR Station 
(a small, square, frame building, made with cross braces 
and having a hip roof covered with shingles) and the nearby 
Seaton Church, an early-20th Century frame country church 
of simple Gothic styling. 
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[a. StGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Checlr One or Mor• •• 11.pproprlele) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Centvry 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElSI (11 Appllceble end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Approprlele) 

Abor iginol 0 Educatian 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Indus try 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 londscope 

0 Alt Archi lecture 

0 COtftmerce 0 Literature 

0 Cornmuni cations 0 Military 

0 Con1ervation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 
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LATITUDE ANO LON(;ITUOE COORDINATES ·o DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

I 

fl L FORM PREPARED BY 
... 

NA.ME ANO Tl TLE: 

Michael F. D.vver, Senior Park Historian 
OR CO AN I ZA TION 

IOATE 11/15/73 . 
M-NCPPC 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 ~<"'OrtTia AV""-
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE I Silver Sorina Marv land 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
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"For we ~c.h by faith, not by si~ht." 
II CoriDt~io..ns 5 : 7 

In 1983 Seaton hemorial African ~ethodist Bpiscopsl Gturch , located at 

5503 Lincoln ..:..venue, LB.nha.rr., hd. 20706, is ~i ~2tc:d ir. a BlEick enclave. 7his 

is understood if cne places t!"'ie birth a!ld fr.e d.::vt:;lopzjt-nt of the church atainst 

the bad~round of t!"ie be[llu:..ir.~ o:f the Tw.;::ntieth Centu...ry, especially the 

e:.tti tune o.nd pract:.ces of a so:::iety hhose force err.c..na.ted fr::iw. V.'ashin[ton, D.C. 

In the capital city as ..-ell as in J.:.aryland the doctrine justifyini jirri crow 

h&.d won credence and was bein{; enforced. Actually, jim crowisru. ;;as perva­

sive tt.rou~hout the Unitej States of kLerica. 

0!lt: of the eccno:iic re.::;ul ts i.;as t!"ie establisill:i"'nt of corr..:...:uni -:ie"-' for Blac..cs. 

".!.':~us, did Lincoln iar.ie , -.,·Lere Seaton ~--e:::..oric.l liricar. .-.etbo.iist Church is 

c·..,-ned the land, real esti:.te colr.~,i:.r"ies estc~bl.isbed corL:::uni ties closE: to the 

W.:E.A., as it »as called.. ';'he: L~coln lknd ar-.O. b..prover:.c:nt Compe.riy of \lash­

ine;ton, :U.C., & subsidiary of the 'United St.E.tes Realty Cospany, becawe most 

active in 1904 in the sale of lots to Blacks. T'ne leadin~ fi[Ure in the sale 

of Lincoln Park real estate ~as Thomas J. Calloway who would becoffie one of 

the first trustees of Seaton Churcho By 1~08 Lincoln Park had been colli-

;letely surveyed and rr:apped as a ccmw'linity. 

AS a !e~ farr:ilies built homes and moved into them, it becawe apparent 

that the iustitution so i:::.portant to Black Qevelopment, the church, was 

needed. ':'he faz.ilies r .. et on .Sunl&ys in ciif:ferent ho;:;.es o.nd in the small 

local store operated. by ·williBl:l .k.bner and 1•..ary liavis. l!urin~ be&utiful 

w€ather services were held in an area known as the Park. At first these 

services were very int'ormal and ecUitJ.enical in natu.re. Then, in 1911 a 

travellin~ African Methodist Episcopal minister, the Reverend J.w.lFu.rhEiili, 

introduced the SC1S.ll ~roup to the theolo~ical discipline of the .:..frican 

.i'1ethodist Episcopal Church. And the rteverend L.f. HerrinG ..,as officially 

appointed the !irst sinister of Seaton A.K.E. Church which originally 

;:as called the Lincolr. J...~-•• 1::.Cimrch. 
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In 1913 ~hen Dr. Daniel P. ~eaton CaI!ie to the Lincoln Park area, he 

built his ho.::le in the heart of the co:i&uni ty an i near ¥;here he hope:i a 

church would be built. His home still stanC.s neEi.r th8 church. Upon his 

ap~ointment to the pastorate Wld dur~ his tenure as pastor, Dr. Seaton 

insisted u:;:ion cc.llin~ his new ch.s.rge, Bethel J...E.B.Church. V.'hei:. bis will 

was probc.teci in February, lYlb, it wc.s discov<:reci t:r.c.t he had be:::;ticsthed 

" ,.i:5J.OO to the tr.istE:es of Bethel .Li·;.J:.;.Church at Lincoln. 11 

2 

Yet the cieed to the property upon which Seaton L.1·~.i.Church si-r;s is 

made out to the Lir,coln .Jo...1':.b. Church. The deed. is of such ir.1.terest that 

it m'J.st be incor_t>or.s.ted by this 'tlTiter. It follows. 

Lincoln Land 
to 

& ~p.Co.) 

T.J.Callo~~y et al 
'I'rustees 

) 
) 

) 

This deed made thie 24th 
day of Septer::oer in the 
year one thousand nine 
hwid.rei anci thirteen by 
the 1iricoln Lar..d ~cl fu­

.trcver::-cn t CoL.pany of -,,,·ashint:;<.,cr., .;;. C:., Ine:or;.crate:::, 
c. corrorc. ti or. ciu.l:y orc,a..."'1i zed l:n;:; Eor the la.....-s of the 
Stc."te of Yil"tinia. <.'i tnesseth, t!-.a.t in cor.sineratiou 
of ten doll&rs the s&ici '.i.'he Lincoln 12~i e:.r1:i I:-_.z,roYc;.Jcni; 
Co:::..par.y of nbSr.inc :or., J.:::., IncOr.tJvT&ted, does ~cillt 
1..i.IltO T. J. Cailo;.;ay, F. · ... Holland, ·~ • .i... Da.vis o.nci l'l. M. 
Free:nan of Lincoln, ?rince Geo1·l"e' s Co-..~nty, Hd., 'I'n.<.stees 
for the Lir;coln JO..f'~ • .s.cn-.... rch Lincoln, i':.i. t:rieir 
successors einci &ssiD"ls in fee si:Lple lot nl.ill.bered t~cnty­
seven (27) ir.. Block "G" in Lincoln in Section !\o.Une 
of &. subdivision lliEl.de by the Lincoln Land and Improvement 
Coupany of ~c.shint"ton, D.C., Incor~orated, accordint to 
the plc. t of said Sec ti or, No. One iuly recorded ir. the 
Land Reccr;.;_s of Prin~e Geort:e' s County, .. :.a.ryland, ir. 
Pla.t Booi<. EJ..;S, l•o. one folio 58. 

i'oE"eth.:r with the illi;iropverr.ents easements riljl-i;s 
ways a.;.purtenances c..nd a;5,vantat:es "to i;he s<illie belont,in~ 
or in anywise appertaininl• And "the t:rantee herei.nbefore 
n.s.med for themselves and for their successors and assi~s 
hereby covenant promise ana ar;ree with -r;he Lincoln Land 
and lri~prove::uent Co:npany of ·1r;2.shint"ton, D.C. Incorporated 
in consideration of this conveyance that any buildi~ other 
than necessary out-builcin~s erected upon said property shall 
cost not less t~.a.n seven huadred c.nd fifty dollars and 
this covenant shall run with the land. .£.nd the saic 
1incoill Land and IrriprovE:rr:er.t Coz.pany of ·r.·ashir...t;ton, 1.C. 
Incorporated covenants that it will warrant specially 
the property hereby ~ranteG. and this deed fur-r;her 
witnesseth that the Lincoln Land and lmprove~ent 
Co:::tpany of ~'e.st.inEton , D.C. Incorporo.teci do.:os hereby 
constitute anG. appoint J. Et::r...ry :Oro;.r; i ~s tr..J.e o.n:i 



L 

lawful &ttcrney in fact to appear before bI1Y r·roper 
offic&r a.11d acillcio.·ledie this deed as and for its 
act and deed. 

In Testiwony whereof the sc.id Tne Lincoln Land 
&nd fuprovel:ler, t Co::.p;.ny of '.le.sh.int, ton, D. C. 
Incorporated has caused this deed to be siined by 
J. H~nry Brown its ~resideLt and attested by T.E. 
Biddle its s~cretary and its Corporate seal to be 
h~reunto affixe on the day end year first tere­
inbefore ~Titten. 

1li tness our hands and seals. 

?he Lincoln Land c.nd Improvement Company of 
~ashington, D.C. Incorporated • 

Test 
L. D. Bayne 

By J. Henry .brown 
President 

~ttest T. E. Biddle 

Soon after the death of Dr. Seaton, the ~~~11 con{;regation 

3 

of the Lincoln A..¥. • .b. Ch...rch renc.rr.ed tht:ir ir.sti tution the See.ton ~·:-:::~iorial 

.A..X.E. Chm·ch in honor of th.:; ;,·orld t:raveller, author, lecturer and. 

pastor, Dr. Daniel P. Seaton, who did not live to see the buildin~ 

Of the li tte church for wrJ.ch he haci ·:Or~ed SO StrenUOl,;,Sly • 

I•:t:anwhile, the ReverenC. ·,;- .H.Bro•m took over the pastorate of the 

S!Il.8.11 coni-re~ation ar;d in 1922 the ~oup moved into its new church 

which had been built thro~h the cooperative efforts of the citizens 

of the area ¥ho donated freely their money, ti.!::e and labor to its 

construction. In 1924 an extension was added to the front of the 

build.~ ty a hired , prcfessior..al :fin., the Riden Luwber Co.::c;pany. 

It ~as around this time that the Ee~tership grew fro~ the oritinal 

15 founders to an active 36. This growth -.;as related to the development 

of a nearby cor::::::.ur..ity, Buena Vista Subdivis~on, and a few Blacks who 

built hones aloI16 a short s-;;retch of klr.apolis Road frolli Seabrook 

RoaC. to GlendalE: Hoa:i. >:ost -.;ere individuals \\IW had moved out of 

·1iasi1incton, D.C., tees.use of ;;!ie V'o· .. ;i.n.(; c:.rJ.tc:..gonis.:::; of -.-;hi tes. From 

31 percent of tile population in 1900, Black Wasnington dropped to 28.5 

percent in 1910 and was only 25 percent in 1920. Interestingly, 

fC:: 7C · f5 
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local societ&l ffiOVe~ents. For exB.!!lple, records show triat in ~u~st, 

19)0, the I:'.ezbe:rsr.ip was 19. Durini t.'le "Great Depression" it relliB.ined 

constE:..Otly low; but as the "New Deal" :r-roiressed., the mellibership D'ew 

c.~ain to 39. in Septe:r.ber, 1939. In April, 1942, as ,_,orld War II doffii­

nated the ne~·s, there .,as a irop to 22 r::.e:..:;bers, but in ~ch, 1946, after 

thE: conflict ...-a.s over, 44 rr.:eL::.bers ..-ere rt:coraed. ~ ~~~11 but ste~dy 

D"Owth in Le~bt:rship h.as occurred <i..'1d in J f::.ua.ry, l9b3, Sea ton h.ad 

101 full memters. ~'t.en the current pastor, neverend H. ~.ichael 

LerEons, assu.rr:.ed the pastorate there ~ere 67 oewbers. 

pastor in 1977 e 

He bE:ccwi.e 

wnen ~er::.bers!1ip was at its nadir, a core of concerned an~ active 

persons kept Seaton viable. Tney were :·:.r. and »..rs. Geor~e Barber, 

Zrs. Geor~ia Burke, Kr. and I-1rs. Sa.muel Corruthers, l'Jr. and I•:.rs. \' • .A.. 

Davis, l'..r. and hrs. John Cricdle, 1•..r. and Ers. iliward Gibson, 

Er. and :·il-s. F. W. iiolle.nd., :-:.rs • ...'.ri.nie ~'ones, l•J-s. Viola Jones, 

Jieverend a.nd ;-:rs. Price ;... Scott and ,.'.!"'. c.nd • .rso Herwc.n Socks. 

They kept -che faith, spearheadeci f·.ill::i-ra.isir.i activities, ·..-.:irked ir. 

the corru.uni ty, and r;radually the r:.e::tersr.ip rcseo Collectively, they 

were Seaton's E:.Lcnor. 

The decades fro~ 1920 to 1~6J reveal a Seaton litany whose fGcus 

~as to keep the church alive, to carry ths church's spiritual and 

secular ideas c....'1d activities into ttE: com..:.uni cy, and to expand. tl1e 

with-in-church service ~roups as weil as to create new cnes. Seaton 

"orked with the local Lincoln ElE:!!C.E::nta..7 School to help both its 

eiuca. tiona.l a.n':: a. thlet;ic pru,~-raz.s, staunchly sup ported. Kittrell 

Collsie of -i.:he -A. i.:.. 2. Church, helped the local recrea. ticr.LEil council, 

and thro~h the Worien' s Ei te Society and. the kcies .tid Society 

succored the iilipoverisheci, the ill and tne s::-n;. t-ins. l.c:;azintlY, d.urin~ 

this tiwe f:-o::. 194J to lj46 th:: CL".lrch r..o.d r.o ind.ebteiness. 

By 196J Seston .,-as rEoa.c~y t;o la;;.r.cr. into a r.t:w &ctivity. Tnis year 

The old little t;iildir.o.l: ha:: bc<::L ::.a.de co~orta.ble over the years with 

the &d.d.ition of electricicy and a central heatini system but lacked 

Loci em :eicili ties r.e&cE::d if it "e::-e to E:X_?C:..'"ld to r'"'ee"t the derr:c.nds of a 

t;,entieth cen-;;u:y co;~c:uni ty. I'hus, 1:360 rr.a:::·i::ed a turnin~ point ir. the 
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life of Sec.ton ..d..J•,.E.Church. 

The decade of the sixties ~as colored by c.n intense desire to purchase 

lc.nd for the "ne church" that ;,s.s discussed at ne2..rly every church IDe.::tint!;°• 

The chta'ch was free of all inGebte.ir..::ss durin~ 1~62 c..nd 1963. However, in 

buildirir;.Iet, ir::. the s&.:Je year Sec.ton decicied it ,.-ould. be -...-ise to investi­

l"ate purcr.asin~ the t1'0 lots aC.jaCcfft to the church. Unable 1.0 ouy the 

land i "'·"'e·:iia tely since full'is ;;ere lac!r.i~, Sea ton held on by faith until 

1963. The lots were purchased froB funds drawn frolli a fled~lir~ build~ 

-fund which in June, 1965, boasted ~ 740.94, and membership pled~es to oeet 

the iliOnthly note. 

The "Build.in~ Therae" did not cii.hlnish Seaton's service to sp'ritual and 

secular affairs. The sixties saw the expansion of the clubs within the 

c!lurch -... -J. th rene,.,-ed activity by the youn~ people o The Your.[ People' s 

Choir, the k.:l['el C.:horus, the Williri~ Workers, and especially the S"lZlday 

School, sparkled. Seaton reached out with Sunday services at Glendale 

~ospital, with sponsorini of Friendship Day at the church, and ~-ith sore 

aid to the Recreation Councilo The i·lothers' Club sponsored r::any activities 

for youni peoplea.nd ~enerally r;,ave r;oral sup;iort to S-u.nday School and 

Vacation Bible School affairs. 

By 1971 Seaton was discu;o,sint; -..-r.ether to a:ici on to tr.e existing cilurch 

structure or to builc a m:...- one. 'l'bE< ~ent-ral ccl'.!sensus of the body and 

the vote of the Official Board ~E..ndated that the old structure be ex-

panaed since there ~ere not sufficient funds to undertake new con-

struction. An architect was hired, plans were drawn up and presented 

to the Seaton ~e~bership and action was initiated to secure the necessary 

loan. But in 1975 the plans were rejected by the Prince Geor~e's County 

Department of Licenses and Perwits because the old Seaton extended be­

yond the buildirL~ line. 

Seaton ..-as not <iiscour~ed l::;y this obstacle. UnC.er the guidance of 

Reverend I•_:ack Bell (1969-1S76), it had raiseC: t:r.e Euildin~ F\md frou: 

~574.00 in Septe~ber, 1969, to ~21, 433.53 in Septe~ber, 1976. 
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Buildir .. r, fever had ~rown very h.iih at Sea.t:m durinf; t:ie seventies. 

J.. Buildir.(; Fund T"ner;:r.ornster was posted in ti;e entance hall to keep the 

men..bership a·,.;are of the l-'ro~ress of the fund and in ..i..U.!;USt, 1971, the 

cont;ret,ation was rE:r::.inded t::..at in its zeal to raise funds for a new 

0-..iildin~, it i::ust not for~et the re~..i.la.r exps::ses of -,he church. .h.lont 

r;i th the custc::..ary cburct collections and i.!:C.iviciual pled~es, ".IErly 

sctivi ties to raise rwney chc.!"acterizE::d tte seventies. One of ihe Ii10st 

.POf'..l:::..ar .::.nd Bost fiLancially re•:ard.in[; was t!"ie ''S;:;c;_ton B:lll fl.oast" 

~hich friends from near and far a:.ticipated each year. 

1977 ft"as a !!lost irr.portant year in the history of Seaton. The 

Reverend H. I·:.ichael Leilil!lons ( 1977- ) ...-as ap,pointed to Seaton .A..1·~.E. 

Church v.:i th the builiir..r; of a ne;; Sea tor. as his "hi~hest priority" and was 

met ty a coniregation receptive to his leacership • KiO"..ly trained, 

.,,·idely read, a forceful s .. ·eaker, he revi -..Rlized the spiri tu.al lives of 

h.is cor-J.t:C<::gation and caus.::::. the body to refrJ..iI'lL its cbli,sc.tions to the 

church. \;'::_th his e::.pr..a.sis t.:.pon ti t!'!int;, r:-.::mey increased the Build.ir~ 

Fund 'to the point the:.t in 1'::'81 Ii.erever.d Le~..:r..::ms led the Sea ton congre-

~a tion to near realiz.e:tion of the ne·,, stncturc. 'The r::.ajor question 

was: Where should the ne w Seaton be built? 

On July 1, 1981, Seaton votE:d by a slim r::.ajori ty to b,;,ild on 

.tU-il.apolis Road, Route 450, near Galveston Roado But aiain State and 

County departr::.ents refused the necessary perrr..its because of the topo­

[raphy and the teneral unsuitableness of the area. Undaanted, Seaton 

decicied to build its ne.,.,.. hou..e or. 'the site it occupieC.. Ground bre~in{ 

for tl1e ney; Seo.ton took place on k..pril 4, 1962. 

Seaton flourished under the "1eade.:·shif of rteverend Lex.ons. In 1982 

the church was incorporated. It bou~ht ~ore lend to weet future needs. 

The yo'lillf", pc:orle 1 s role wc.s expanded. 'l'he r:..embersh.ip r;rew. Visitors 

returned to hecu fine ser~ons. fhc John iiurst ~ds=.s Children's Choir 

T"ne local Lay Or~ar..izo'tion ·....-as formed a.""l::i sp:msorec' .. se;:...ir.~rs and. 

•:orks..'1.0pS for the COn[re~a tiOL. ailC the -'.:O.::.:.:..;;ni ty • }'he 'if Orr.en 1 S 
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Fund -.:c.s ~125,c72.J5. 

1962 was :r.arked not only ty the irounc bJes.~·:in.~ for the l>eVi Se5.ton 

but also by the tedious proccciur'='s req·.iired. to tet ht.;,ilC..int; perr:ii ts and 

to r .. egotiate ter::is for a buil:'.i:::c loa::. It ;.;as a year of ar.xiety c-..nd 

patisr:.ce fu"ld faith. In J<:.frJ.ary' 19.S;::, neverend Li:-m:.JC.DS ar . .nounced. that 

plar.s r..ad. bee;n ee.pprove;d <:.ni ti~t actt;3.l ·,.;o:r"k on 1:he cons-rr~ction of the 

new ~eaton -.wuld. be~in in a few .. eeies. 1'hE: l•or::;an Evans ConS't:Llction 

Cowpany was contracteO. to co the ·,wrk. 

Seaton's records reveal tLat ti1e c~urch had several ti.Ir.es of 

crises frolli its inception. 1920, 1974 and 1981 r.·ere cited. Out of 

every crisis e::ier{;ed a e;roup of the sarue people but with a new personali cy 

and a co:lli..Uon ir:.terest. Faith in Seo.~on prevailed. i.nd never were re-

li~ious, social an:i cc~.ur.i ty service::: nec;lected. 

Sect ton's .. 2Ewrs -.-ere all de,iicc.. tet: and. conscie;;.tioL<s persons • 

.kl tnou~h a ."'.eve rend J. ii. :Jurhelli car .. r .. ot be lis -i;eu &s ar. official 

past0r, he led the flocic -i;o -rhe ..l..:·:.r:;. folci. ·-.;;:1ters i-iho h.ave passed 

on to t:Jternal life t:hou~:ht of ni.L as tht-ir first pastor o.s do several of 

the old iliellibers who still live. no·.: ever, a perusal of the 'washiLr;ton Bee 

of the ea.rly century sho~s that the heverend L.?.Herrint served as tile 

first official Ilinister and ~as succ~edeG by heverend JereIBio.h liawlcins. 

~he officially appointed p!iEtors of Seaton were: 

heverend L.P. Herrin~ (1914-1915) 

Reverenci Jere!hl.a.h .Ha~kins (1916) 

heverend D.P.Seaton (1916-1918) 

Revenmd v.·.E.Bro·1..-r1 (1915-1::125) 

Reverend i·:.J .Key (1925-1929) 

Reverend J.'n".W~ (1929-lSfjJ) 

Reverend J.H.Brown (1930) 

heYeren:J v;.E.Bc-o:r::er (1930-1931) 

heverena 1.S.Fer.n (1931-1935) 

Reverend H.h.Cur-i;is (1935-1941) 

Reverend G.W. Shell;:::.an (1941-1943) 

ii.everend J.w.:rucki:.tte (194::-1948) 

Reverend J.~.Brown (1948-1952) 

heverend .:J.'>h.J..rmstront; (1952-1953) 

Reverend B. Ele..ke (1953-1954) 

heverend J. Eolmes (1954-1955) 

.iieverend K. White (1955-1956) 

neverend R.M. S:r:.ith (1956-1961) 

kt=verer,d ~. ·,; • .Wwards ( 1961-1964) 

Reverend F. Harrison (1964-1966) 
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rt.::vert:nC:. r.:. H. Terrel (1%8-1%9) 

Heverend l·<ack Bell (1969-1976) 
Reverend J .11.. Harvin (1976-1977) 
Rt:verend H. J.:.ich.ael Ler:J:ons \ 1377- ) 

'i'he new Seaton liricE.ll K::-thodist E,.:-,iscopal Church reached 

fruition U:J.der the leadership of the Reverend H. r:ichael Le~ons. 

~~~~-'.J:4na Bu~ke Jackson~~~~~~~ 

~~~~Pam~la .Anita Hay~~~~~~~~ 

This article is based upon information from the Land Records Depar~ment 

of Prince Georie's County, ~d., frorr. -:;he Office of the Re~ister of Wills 

of Prince Georie' s Cou ... ·ny, :Kd., froL the records of Seaton l·'..e.::iorial 

AfricE.ll 1''.etnodist ::::piscopal Church, sn:i frou. "orf'~l r.iE.tory" conversations 

with local residents. 
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/?Or. # 70-/S-

P. G. #70-15 

Seaton A.M.E. Church 
Prince George's County, Md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
July 1982 
West Elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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