PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET
Survey P.G. #70-15 Building Date 1916

Building Name Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church

Location 5503 Lincoln Avenue, (lLincoln), Lanham, Maryland

Private / Religious / Occupied / Unexposed / Accessible

Description:

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was a frame gable-roof church building,
constructed in 1916, with its principal west gable end facing onto Lincoln Avenue.
It was sheathed with German siding, painted white, its gable roof was covered with
gray asbestos shingle, and the building rested on a concrete foundation. Centered
in the west gable end was a three-part window, set off by a shallow semi-circular
molded "pediment" above. Each of the north and south sides of the church was
varied by a projecting crossgable which formed a shallow transept. There was a
two-story pyramidal-roof square tower on the south side, near the southwest corner;
entrance to the church was into the west face of the tower, through a small
pedimented entry porch. There was a small slightly raised altar at the east end of
the nave. In 1983 a new church was begun on the lot adjoining to the north; it is
of brick, one-story, eight-sided, with an eight-plane pyramidal roof. The original
Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was destroyed in 1984.

Significance:

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was built in 1916 in Lincoln, to serve the
residents of this newly established black suburban community. It was named for
Daniel Peter Seaton, minister and scholar, one of the most prominent supporters of
the church. 1In 1913, William A. Davis and three other prominent members of the new
Lincoln community purchased Lot #27 in Block G, acting as the trustees of the
Bethel A.M.E. Church of Lincoln. Services were conducted, under Reverend Seaton’s
leadership, while money was raised to build the church. Seaton died in January,
1918; money was designated in his will to go to the trustees of the Bethel Church
at Lincoln; since that time the church has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E.
Church. Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church has remained one of the focal points of the
Lincoln community. By the early 1980’s, the church was considered too small to
house the expanding congregation, and the decision was made to replace it with a
new structure. The trustees purchased adjoining lots in 1982, and in 1983 began
construction of a new brick church building. 1In 1984, the old Seaton Memorial
Church was demolished. The site of the old church has been converted to parking
spaces, and nothing remains of the original building.

Acreage: 37,500 sq. ft.
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° ° hgi No.
Maryland Historical Trust , ‘
State Historic Sites Inventory Form - DOE _yes _no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
Mstoric Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church |
and/or common
2. Location
s 5503 Lincoln Ave. | — not for publication
‘ Lincoln 5 ’
city, town Lanham —— vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland Prince George's
3. Classification
Category ‘Ownership . Status Present Use
— district —— publiic X occupied — agricuiture — museum
— buliding(s) __ private — Unoccupied — Commercial — park
—— Structure — both — WOk ity progress — educational —— privete residenc >
— Object — I process — YO8 restricted —— government — SClentific
— Doing considered — YOB: Unrestricted — Industrial —— transportation
_Xnot applicable __ no —— military —— other:

4. ownef Of Pl‘opefty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

Trustees of Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church

neme
& numt 5503 Lincoln Avenue ' telephone no.:
city, town Lanham. " state and zip code  Maryland 20706

S. Location of Legal Description

. istry of deeds, etc. P.G.County Courthouse liber 80
. 14735 Main Str‘ee_'t___ folio 469
city, town Upper Mar]boAro C ' state MD

6. Representation in Existing mistorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

dete 1974 —foderal ___state _X county ___loca

depository for survey records  Historic Preservation Commission, MNCPPC :
20772
Upper Marliboro MD

city, town




S it ——

7. Description Survey Yo. PG#70-15

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient — deteriorsted ___ unaltered — original site

—— good — tuins — altered ——moved  date of move
—— fair X unexpcsed

Frepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elemeants as it exists today.

Seaton Memorial AM.E. Church was a frame gable-roof church building,
constructed in 1916, with its principal west gable end facing onto Lincoln
Avenue. It was sheathed with German siding, painted white, its gable roof
was covered with gray asbestos shingle, and the building rested on a con-
crete foundation.

Centered in the west gable end was a three-part window, set off by a
shallow semi-circular molded "pediment" above. Each of the north and south
sides of the church was varied by a projecting crossgable which formed a
shallow transept.

Sometime after the construction of the church in 1916, a two-story
square tower was built onto the south side, near the southwest corner. It
had a pyramidal roof, and there was a tall lawered window at second level in
each face of the tower. Entrance to the church was thenceforth into the west
face of the tower, through a small pedimented entry porch.

The main block of the churched enclosed a spacious nave, with walls
covered below the chair-rail with dark vertical wainscoting. The three-
plane ceiling was covered with similar narrow board. There was a small
slightly raised altar at the east end-of the nave.

In 1983 a new church was begun on the lot adjoining to the north; it
is of brick, one-story, eight-sided, with an eight-plane pyramidal roof,
The original Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was destroyed in 1984,

~




8. Significance Survey No. PG#70-15

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric _*X_ community plsnning _ landscape architecture _X_ religion

—— 1400-1499 __ archeociogy-historic — conservation — law — science

—— 1500~1599 _ agricuiture —— economics — literature — scuipture

—— 1600~1699 _X_ architecture —— education — military — social/

— 1700-1799 __ art — engineering — Mmusic humanitarien

— 1800-1899 __ commerce —— sxpioration/settiement __ philosophy - — theater

X_ 1900- —— communications — industry — politics’government  ____ transportatios
— invention — Other (specity

Specific dates 1916 Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B _C _D

and/or

Applicable Exception: __A B () D E F G

Level of Significance: __ national __ state _local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was built in 1916 in Lincoln, to serve the
residents of this newly established black suburban community. It was named for
Daniel Peter Seaton, minister and scholar, one of the most prominent supporters
of the church,

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Imporvement Company, Inc., acquired nearly 200
acres of land along the Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded
to survey and lay out a semi-rural community. The lots were garadually bought up,
and houses built, and by ca. 1915 approximately ten black families had established
themselves there. The new community had several features which made it attractive
to working black families: it had a quiet rural setting, dotted with parks and
surrounded by woods, but had easy access to Washington by the WB&A railroad; it had
its own station (Lincoln) on this line, a general store close to the station,
and a one-room schoolhouse a moderate distance southwest along the railroad line.

The Tocal store was run by William A, Davis, and it was in this store that
several of the residents met to make plans for building a church. The first ser-
vices were held in the store presided over by Rev. Daniel Pe}er Seaton, who had in 1913
purchased a Tot in Lincoln and begun to build his residence.” Reverend Seaton
(1835-1918) was an organizer of A.M.E. churches in the Washington Metropolitan
area. He had received a diploma from the American University of Medicine in Phila-
delphia in 1871; he had travelled extensively and in 1895 had published The Land
of Promise, a social and cultural analysis of the people of Palestine. Seaton had
pastored churches in Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, Indiana and Washington

D.C. befgre his appointment as minister of the newly forming Bethel Church at
Lincoln.

In 1913, William A, Davis and three other prominent members of the Lincoln
community purchaseg Lot #27 1in Block G, acting as the trustees of the Bethel A.M.E.
Church of Lincoln. Services were conducted, under Reverend Seaton's leadership,
in Davis' store and in Reverend Seaton's home, while money was raised to build the
church. Seaton died in January, 1918; money was designated in his will to go to
the trustees of the Bethel Church at Lincoln; since that time the church has been
known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church, in his honor.%



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey Mo, P6#70-15

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM

Statement of Significance (continued) Section 8 Page

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church has remained one of the focal points of the
Lincoln community. By the early 1980's, the church was considered too small
to house the expanding congregation, and the decision was made to replace it
with a new structure., The trustees purchased adjoining lots in 19823 and in
1983 began construction of a new brick church building. In 1984, the old -
Seaton Memorial Church was demolished. The site of the old church has been
converted to parking spaces, and nothing remains of the original building.

Notes

1. | See MHT form PG#70-32

2. Floyd, Bianca P., Prince George's County Black History Study Final Re-
port, 1982-83, pp. 121-22,

3. Prince George's County Deed #80:469

4, . Prince George's County Will GPH#1:385

5. Prince George's County Deed #5574:633



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#70-15

Cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated Eromr}x 37,500 sq. ft.

Quadrangie name Quadrangle scate _1:24000
UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references '
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namestitie Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian

organization FP.G.C. Historic Preservation Commission date February 1983/December 1988

street & number 1010 C.A.B., c/o MNCPPC telephone (301 952-3521

Upper Marlboro

city or town state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2748
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Seaton Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church 1919
5503 Lincoln Avenue, Lanham, Md.
Priv/Occ/Relig/Good

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church is a small frame structure
with the principal facade being its west gable end. Centered
in this west gable end is a tri-partite window which is set
off by a shallow semi-circular molded pediment above. Each
of the north and south sides of the Church has a low cross-gable
a little east of center. A square tower has been built onto the
south side of the church near the southwest corner, and entrance
to the sanctuary is through a porch on the tower's west face.

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Improvement Co., Inc., acquired
nearly 200 acres of land along the Washington, Baltimore and
Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded to survey and develop a new
semi-rural community. The new community had the advantages of
parks and woods, and its own station on the WB & A railroad, as
well as a long-established schoolhouse for Black children close
by; by 1915 approximately ten working-class Black families had
established themselves there. Two years earlier, four residents
had purchased a lot for the purpose of constructing an A.M.E.
Church, although for some years to come, services were held in
homes or in the general store. The second pastor of this cong-
regation was Daniel P. Seaton, who had moved to Lincoln in 1913;
after his death in 1918, money out of his estate, as devised
by his will, was given towards the building fund of the (then
called) Bethel Church at Lincoln. The church was completed in
1919, and from that time has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E.
Church.

The Church has remained the center of the Lincoln community
to this day, but the future of the 1919 building is now in
question. Plans are in progress for a new and larger church
building, and the congregation is weighing the alternatives of
demolishing the old church or retaining it for collateral
church-related uses.



Survey No. P.G. #70-15

. . tagi No. 1701014708
Maryland Historical Trust e

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes __no

-

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Seaton Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church

and or common

2. Location

street & number 5503 Lincoln Avenue ___not for publication
. Lanham
city, town Lincoln ____ vicinity of congressional district Sth
state Maryland county P. G.
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district ___ public X occupied ____agriculture —__ museum
_ X building(s) __X private ____ unoccupied —__ commercial ___ park
‘—_ structure ____both ____ work in progress ____ educational ____ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment X _ religious
__ object ____in process X yes: restricted —__government scientific
— being considered ___yes: unrestricted — "ndustrial - transportation
not applicable ___no —__ military ____other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

Trustees of Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P+ G. County Courthouse liber 80

street & number Main Street folio 4¢q

Upper Marlboro Maryland

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing umistorical Surveys

title P.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites -
date 1974 . __tederal ___ state L county ___ local
depository for survey records  History Division M-NCPPC

city, town 4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale | stateMaryland 20737




7- Description Survey Ko. #70-15

Condition Check one Check one
excellent __ deteriorated :____ unaltered X _ origina! site
_ good —___ruins _X altered ____moved date of move
—__ fair —_unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.s ‘

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church is a small frame structure
with the principal facade being its west gable end. Centered
in this west gable end is a tripartite window which is set off
by a shallow semi-circular molded pediment above. Each of the
‘north and south sides of the church has a low cross-gable a
little east of center. A square tower has been built onto
the south side of the church near the southwest corner, and
entrance to the church is through a porch on the tower's west

face.
The foundation of the building is of brick, and the .

building is covered with German siding.
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8. Significance Survey No.f6.70-15

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justity below
—_ prehistoric archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ___ landscape architecture % religion
— 1400-1499 archeology-historic — conservation — law —___science
. 1500-1599 ___ agriculture — economics __literature —__sculpture
— 1600-1699 architecture _ education —__ military . social/
—— 1700-1799 art — engineering —__ music humanitarian
—_1800-1898 commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
X 1900~ ____ communications _ industry —_ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention X gther (speci
Black HIBIOW
Specific dates ca. 1916 Builder/Architect Holland, Hatton, Clarke
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B € D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Improvement Company, Inc.,
acquired nearly 200 acres of land along the Washington,
Baltimore and Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded to survey
and lay out a semi-rural community. The lots were gradually
bought up, and houses built, and by ca. 1915, approximately
ten black families had established themselves. The new
community had several features which made it attractive to
working black families: it had a quiet rural setting, dotted
with parks and surrounded by woods, but had easy access to
Washington by the WB & A railroad; it had its own station
(Lincoln) on this line, a general store close to the station,
and a one-room schoolhouse a moderate distance southwest
along the railroad line. The store was run by William A.
Davis, and it was in this store that several of the residents
met to make plans for building a church. The first services
were held in the store presided over by Rev. Daniel Peter
Seaton, who moved in to the Lincoln community in 1913. In
the same year, W.A. Davis and three other prominent members
of the community (T.J. Calloway, F.W. Holland and W.H. Freeman)
purchased lot #27 (Block G) as trustees of the Lincoln A.M.E.
church. Services continued, under Rev. Seaton's leadership,
in Mr. Davis' store and in Rev. Seaton's home while money was
raised to build the church. Reverend Seaton died in January
1918; money was designated in his will to go to the trustees
of the Bethel Church at Lincoln and since that time the church
has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. church. The church
was finished ca. 1919 - 1920 on land which had been purchased
in 1913. (In an attempt to keep Lincoln a solid middle-class
community whitout danger of deterioration, the deed for the
lot required that improvements cost no less that $750 to build.)

Seaton Memorial Church has remained the center of the
Lincoln community to this day. In recent years, adjoining
lots have been purchased, and plans are in process for the
construction of a new and larger church building. The future
of the 1916 church is presently in question: the membership is
weighing the alternatives of demolishing the old church or
maintaining it for collateral church-related uses.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey N(f))?" 70-15

P.G. Co. Deeds: 80:469
Admin. papers #2879
P.G. Will GPH #1:385

Memorial,
church historian.

Interviews with pastor of Seaton
and parishioners,

and

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangie name
UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references
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Quadrangle scale

T

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county ' code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Susan G. Pearl
organization History Division M-NCPPC date February 1983
street & number4811 Riverdale R('i.; | telep;hone 779-2011 |
city ortown Riverdale state Maryland 20737

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and

record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement

individual property rights.

return to:
) Shaw House
21 State Circle

Maryland Historical Trust

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 -

(301) 269-2438
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM

for the

PG:70-15
[ 761619619

' NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

E}'T AT
C OMMON:
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Lincoln Statlon
[2. LOCATION .
STREET AND NUMBER:
Lincoln Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:
Lanham
STATE COUNTY:
Marvland Prince George's
13. CLASSIFICATION - -
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
v w
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
z
[J District 7] Building {3 Public Public Acquisition: 'R Occupied Yes:
o O Site B Structure |l Private {3 In Process 3 Unoccupied B Restricred
- [ Object {0 Both [Q Being Considered {0 Preservation work () Unrestricted
b= in progress O Ne
L)’M PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
. O Agricultural T} Government O Pork ] Trensportation {J Comments
o [ Commercial O f(ndustriaf [ Privete Residencs [] Other (Specity) —_—
[ O Educational O Military O Religious
v [ Entertainment 0 Museum [ Scientific
— !4 OWNER OF PROPERTY - R
— SWNER'S NAME:
w STREET AND NUMBER:
s
wn CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION B2
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. £7C:
Prince George's County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Upper Marlboro Marvland
__[Title Reference of Current Deed;iBook & Pg, #);
[$; REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS - ' 4
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
DATE OF SURVEY: {3 Federal {3 Stote O County 3 Ltocal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
- STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN? STATE:

PSs =~ 708
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[7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

[ Excellent [J Good O Foir

(Check One)

Il Deteriorated 3 Ruins [ ‘Unexposed

(Check One)
] Altered O Unclteced

O Moved

(Check One)
B Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 3D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an old Negro community with its own RR Station
(a small, square, frame building, made with cross braces
and having a hip roof covered with shingles) and the nearby
Seaton Church, an early-20th Century frame country church
of simple Gothic styling.

338

SNOITLONANLSNI




JCTIONS

'
‘

INST

SEE

Pe:

105

[ SIGNIFICANCE

[J Pre-Columbian
3 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{J 16th Century
O 17th Century

(7] 18th Century 3 20th Century

D 19th Ctnfury

SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal
3 Prehistoric
] Historic
0 Agricuiture
[J Architecture
O An
O Commerce
O Communicaotions
{0 Conservation

000 0Ogooo

Education
Engineering
Indus try
Invention
Landscope
Architecture

Literoture
Military

Music

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

g0 000 00

3 Urbon Planning
{7 Other (Specity)

Political
Religion/Phi.
losophy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human-

itorien

Theater

Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mo,

GEQGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° . - ° . . o . . ° ’ -
NE © . - -] ’ "
SE o ] » (-] . ]
Sw Q v Ll o * -

APPROXIMAYTE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: v
‘Acreage Justification: m
' m
{

z
w
-—f
e
c
0
-
o
] 4
w
1.  FORM PREPARED BY -
NAME AND TITLE:
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
: M-NCPPC 11/15/73

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Ave,

STATE

Maryland

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

&

-Jstate Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
O 0 ]

National State Local

Signature
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SEATOL e lHIaL AFRICAN #nTHUUIST wrISCOPAL CHURCH

"For we walk by faith, not by sight."
II Corinthiens 5 ¢ 7

In 1983 Seaton Femorial African Methodist Episcopel Church , located at

5503 Lincoln avenue, Lanham, Md. 2070€, is situsted in a Elack enclave. This
is understood if cne places the birth and the development of the church sgainst
the backeround of the beginning of the Twentiein Century, especially the
ettitude and practices of & society whose force emznated from Weshington, D.C.
In the capital city as well &s in leryland the doctrine justifying jim crow
hed won credence and was being enforced. Actually, jim crowism was perva-
sive throughout the United States of Aumerica.

one of the ecconomic results was the establishuent of cosrunities for Blacxs.,
irus, did Lincoln Ferk , where Seaton mecoriel 4African mcthodist Church is

unct weshington, beltizore &and

cwned the land, resl estete conpanies estabilshed corcunities close to the
%.D.A., &s it was called. Yhe Lincoln Land ané loproverent Coupany of wash-
ington, L.C., & subsidiery of the United States Realty Company, became most
active in 1904 in the sele of lots to Blacks. Tne leading figure in the sale
of Lincoln Park real eststie was Thomas J. Callowasy who would become one of
he first itrustees of Seaton Crurch. By 1408 Lincoln Park had been com—

rletely surveyed and mapped as a community.

ac & Tew families built homes and moved into them, it tecame spparent
that the institution so icportant to Black development, the church, wes
needed. The femilies met on Sundays in different homes and in the small
iocal store operated by William Abner and rary lavis. During besutiful
weather services were held in an area xnown as the Park. At first these
services were very informal and ecupenical in nature. Then, in 1911 g
travelling African lMethodist Episcopal minister, the Reverend J.W, Durhan,
introduced the small group to the theological discipline of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. A4nd the Reverend L.F. Herring was officially
appointed the first minister of Seaton A.M.E. Church which originally

vas called the Lincoln i...k.Cnurch.




PG 70 -iS

2
In 1913 when Vr. Daniel P. Seaton came to the Lincoln Park area, he
built his home in the heart of the comrmunity ani near where he hoped a
church woulé be built. His home still stancs near the church. Upon his
appointment to the pastorate and during his tenure &s pastor, Dr. Seaton
insisted upon calling his new charge, Bethel A.l.E.Church. Wwhen his will
wes prcbated in Febtruary, 1918, it wes discovered that he had bezueathed

" 350,00 to the trustees of Bethel A.i.n.Church at Lincoln."

Yet the deed to the property upon which Seaton L.r..n.Cnurch sits is
made out to the Lincoln 4.K.2. Church. The deed is of such interest that

it must be incorporated by this writer. It follows,

Lincoln Land & Izp.Co.) This deed made thie 24th
to ‘ day of Septexper in tne
P.J.Calloway et 2l year cne thousand nine
Trustees ) nunired ana tnirteen by
the lincoln Land and Im-
provement Cowpany of washingicn, ».C., Incorgcratec,
z

{
)

by
State of Virginia. Wwitnesseth, that in consideration
of ten dollars the szid The Lincoln Land &nd Improveient
Cozpany of woshington, D.C., Incorporsted, does grant
unto T. J. Cealiloway, ¥. W, Holland, w, &. Davis ang w. H.
Freeman of lincoln, rPrince George's County, Md., Trustees
for the Lincoln a.M.%.Church Lincoin, rd. their
successors and assigns in fee siwtple 1ot nwrbered twenty-
seven (27) ir Block "G" in Lincoln in Ssction No.Une
of & subdivision wade by the Lincoln Lana and Improvement
Coumpany of Weshington, D.C., Incorporated, according to
the plet of said Section No. One July recorded in the
Land Reccruis of Prince George's Cownty, saryland, in
Plst Boox ELS. Ko. one folio 5&.

Together with the impropvewents easements rignts
Ways &ppurtenances and advantages 1o the same belonging
or in anywise appertaining. And the grantee hereinbefore
nared for themselves and for their successors and essigns
nerebty covenant promise and agree with the Lincoln land
and Improvement Compeny of %eshington, D.C. Incorporated
in consideration of this conveyance that any building other
than necessary out-builcirgs erected upon said property shall
cost not less than seven hundred end fifty dollars snd
this covenent shzlil run with the lend. 4And the szid
Lincoln lend end Improvement Compeny of weshington, L.C.
Incorporated covenants that it will werrant specially
the property hereby granted and this deed further
witnesseth that the Lincoln Land anéd Improvement
Company of Wzshington , D.C. Incorporated does herzsby
constitute ana appoint J. Henry Brown iis irue ana




lawful attorney in fact to appear before any proper
officer and acxncwledge this deed as and for itis
ect and deed.

In Testimony whereof the seid The Linccln Land
and Improvement Cozpeny of Washingion, D.C.
Incorporated has caused this deed 1o be signed by
J. Henry Brown its Presidernt and attested by T.Z.
Bidéle its Swzcretary and its Corporate seal to be
hereunto affixe on the day and year first here-
inbefore written.

Witness our hands and sezls.

The Lincoln Land end Improvement Company of
Weshington, D.C. Incorporated .

Test By J. Henry brown
L. D, Bayne President

httest T. E. Biddle

Soon after the death of Dr. Sceion, the szzll congregation
of the Linccln A.¥. E. Church renared their institution the Seaton iemorial
A.¥,E, Churcnh in honor of the worid titraveller, author, lecturer and
pastor, Dr. Daniel P. Seaton, who did not live to see the building

of the litte churchk for which he had workxed so sirenuously.

Meanwhile, the Keverenc W.H.Brown took over the pastorate of the
small congresation and in 1522 the group moved into its new church
which had been built through the cooperative efforts of the citizens
of the area who donated freely their money, itime and labor to its
construction. In 1924 en extension was added to the front of the

building by & hired , prcfessional firwm, the kRiden Lumber Cozpany.

It was around this time that the membership grew from the original
15 founders to an active 56. This growth was related to the development
of & nearby comrunity, Buena Vista Subdivisicn, and a few Blacks who
built homes zlong & short siretch of Annapolis Road from Seabrook
Road to Glendzle Road. iost were indivicduals who nad moved out of
wesnington, D.C., veczuse of tne prowing entegonism of whites. From
31 percent of the population in 1900, Black Washington dropped to 28.5
percent in 1910 and was only 25 percent in 1920. Interestingly,
S

gz

s membership seemsd to have reflected some natippel ss well as
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local societzl moverents, For example, records show tnet in Auzust,
1930, the mexbership was 19, During the "Great Depression" it remained
constently low; but as the "New Deal" progressed, the membership grew
again to 39.in Septexber, 1939, In 4pril, 1942, as World War II domi-
nated the news, there was a drop to 22 weubers, but in Kerch, 1946, after
the conflicf waS over, 44 menbers were recorded. & sz=2l1l but steady
growth in werbership hes occurred and in Janusry, 1983, Seaton had

101 full memters.  when the current pastor, heverend H. Michael

Lemmons, assumed tne pastorate there were 67 mexmbers. He became

pestor in 1977.

When mecbership was &t its nadir, & core of concerned and active
persons kept Seaton viable. They were iir. eand ¥rs. George Barber,
¥rs., Georgia Burke, lir. and ¥Mrs. Sazmuel Corruthers, Mr. and krs. ¥W.A.
Devis, Mr. and Frs. John Criddle, Iir. and Iirs. Bdwerd Gibson,

Fr. end irs. F. W, Holland, Irs. Annie Jones, Irs. Viola Jones,

d ir, &nd irs., Herman Socks.

5

Keverend and irs. Price iA. Scott
Trhey kept the faith, spearhesded rund-reising activities, worked in
the comwrmunity, and gradually the rmeztershnip rcse. Collectively, they

were Seatcn's enchnor.

The decades froz 1920 to 1960 revesl a Scaton iliteny whose fcocus
was to keep the church alive, to carry the church's spiritual end
secular ideas &nd activities intc the com:munity, and to expand tie
with-in-church service groups as weil &s 10 crecte new cnes. Sezion
worked with the loczl Lincoln Elerentary Schocl to help voth its
educetional eni ethletic programs, staunchly supported HKitirell
College of tne a.it.z. Church, nhelped the locel recrestvicnzl council,
and through the Wermen's Mite Society and the Ladies Aid Society
succored the impoverished, the i1l and the shut-ins. Amazingly, during

this tizme frozm 1940 to 1946 th=s church La? no indebtiedness.

By 1960 Seeton was rezdy to lsunch into & new activity. This year
mar<ed tne increzsed enphasis on ‘he idce thet & new church was needed.
The old little Dbullding had bveen zale couforteble over ithe years with

the addition of electri

2

end a centrel heating system but lacked

LoGern facilitiles neeced if it were tc expeznd to meet the demands of &

twentieth century comrunity. Thus, 1960 marked & turning point in the
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life of Seaton a.M.E.Church,

The decade of the'sixties was colored by zn intense desire 10 purchese
lend for the "ne church" that wzs discussed at nearly every church mecting.
The church was fres of zll incebiedness during 15€2 and 1963. However, in
1364 Seaton was again plunged into indebteancss vecause of the need to take
care of the nuncsne affairs of waintzining =nd improving the existin
tuilding.Yet, in the saze year Seation decided it would ve wise to investi-
£ate purchasing the two lots adjacent to the church. Uneble 1o buy the
land imredistely since funis were lacking, Seaton held on by feith until
1363, The lcts were purchessd from funds drawn from a fledgling building
-fund which in June, 1565, boasted $ 740.94, and membership pledges to meet

the monthly note.

)

The "Building Theme" did not diminish Seaton's service to spritusl and
secular affairs., The sixties saw the expansion of the‘clubs within the
cnurch with renewed sctivity by thevyoung people, The Young People's
Choir, the ingel Chorus, the Willing wWorkers, and especielly the Sunday
School, sparkled. Seaton reached out with Sunday services at Glendale
hospital, with.sponsoring of Friendship Day at the church, and with more
aid to the Recreation Council. The iothers' Club sponsored many activities
for young peopleand geﬁerally gave moral support to Sunday School and

Vacation Bible School affeirs.

By 1971 Seston was discussing whether to ada on to the existing crurch
structure or to build a new one. 7The general corsensus of the body and
the vete of the Cfficial Board mandated that the old structure be ex-
panaed since tnere were not sufficient funds to undertszke new con-
struction. 4&n architect was hired, plens were drewn up and presented
to the Seaton membership and action was initiated to secure the necessary
loan. But in 1975 the plans were rejected by the Prince George's County
Deparitment of Licenses and Permits because the old Seaton extended be-

yond the building line.

Seaton was not discouraged bty this obstecle. Under the guidance of
Reverend Fack Bell (1969-1976), it hsd raised the Building Fund frow
$574.00 in September, 1969, to 21, 433,52 in Septexber, 1976.

‘270-

!
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Building fever had grown very high st Seaton during the seventies.
A Building Fund Theraometer was posted in the entance hell to keep the
enbership aware of the progress of the fund and in iaugust, 1971, the
congregation was recinded tnet in its zeal to raise funds for a new
building, it nust not forget the regular expenses of “he churche 4Along
witn the customary church collections and indiviaual pledges, =zany
sctivities to raise money cheracteriged the seventies. One of the wost

ropular end post firancielly revarding wee the "Sczeton Bull koast"

vhich friends from near and far anticipeted each year.

1977 was & most importent year in the history of Seaton. The
Reverend H. Michael Lemmons ( 1977- ) was appointed to Seaton 4.N.E.
Church with the building of & new Seeton &s his "highest priority" and was
met by & consregation receptive to his leadership. Hisgnly trained,
widely read, a forceful sjeaker, he reviimlized the spirituel lives of
his congregation and caused the body to rethins its cbligetions to the
church, Witn his erphasis upon tithing, money increased the Building
Fund to the point that in 1981 nerevend lemmons led the Sezton congre-
gation to near rezlization of the new structure. The major question

was: Where should the ne w Seaton be built?

On July 1, 1981, Seaton voted by a slim majority to build on
Anrapolis Road, Route 450, near Galveston Koad. But zgain State and
County depaertments refused the necessary permits because of the topo-
greohy and the general unsuitableness of the erea. Unceunted, Sezton
deciced tc build its new home on the site it occupied. Grouncé breexing

for the new Seaton took plesce on April 4, 1982,

Seaton flourished under the leacdership of Heverenc Lemcons. In 1982
the church was incorporated. It bought more lend to meet future needs.
The young peorle's role wes expanded. The nembership grew. Visitors

returned to hear fine serzocns. The Jonn Hurst idsms Children's Choir

came into beinz. The ministry of ousic was reorgznized ané enlarged.

et =1
The locel Lay COrganizetion was formed and sponsored seninsrs and
workshops for the congregation and the cormunity. The wWomen's
Fissicnary Soclety iniiieted the zdward U. Young,3r., Scholarship

Fuang., This and much wore when by Septewnber, 1232, the puiliding
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und wazs $125,872.05.

1562 was zerked not only bty the grounc breaking for the New Seaton
but also by the tedious procedures reguired to get building permits and
to negotiate terms for & builiing loan., It was a year of arnxiety and
patierce and feith, In January, 1827, ncverend Lemsacns announced that
plans had besn eapproved and that actuzl work on the construction of the
new Seaton would begin in & few weexs. JThe hormen Evens Construction

Coimpeny was contractea to co the worke

Seeton's records reveal that the church hed several itimes of
crises from its inceptiion. 1320, 1974 and 1981 were cited. Out of
every crisis euerged & group of the same people but with a new personality
and & comwon irnterest. Feith in Seaton prevailed. and never were re-

iigious, sociel and coreunity services neglected.

Seaton's ,[astors were ail dediceted and conscientious personse.
hltnough & neverend J. W. Durhex can not be listed as an official
pastor, he led the fliocx to the A.i.z. fcld. -<ibers who have passed
on to eternal iife thought of nin as their first pastor as do several of

the old wmeirbers who still live. However, a perusal of the washirgtion Eee

of the early century shows thzt the keverend L.r.Herring served as the

first officiel minister and was succeeded by heverend Jereuwish Hawkins.

The officislly appointed pastors of Seaton were:

feverend L.P. Herring (1914-1915) Reverend G.W. Shellman (1941-1G43)
Reverend Jeremizh Hawkins (1916) Heverend J.W.luckette (1942-1948)
keverend D.P.Seaton (1916-1918) Reverend J.D.Brown (1948-1952)
Reverend W.E.Erown (1915-1325) Keverend J.w.armstrong (1952-1953)
Heverend M.J.Key (1925—1929) Keverend B, Blake (1953—1954)
Reverend J.W.Wing (1929-19%0) Heverend J. Holmes (1954-1955)
Reverend J.H.Brown (1930) Reverend K. Wnite (1955-1956)
Keverend W.H.Booxer (1930-1931) Reverend R.M. Szmith (1956-1361)
Heverend L.S.Penn (1931-1935) Heverend W.w.S0wards (1961—1964)

Reverend H.h.Curtis (19%5-1941) Reverend F. Harrison (1964-1568)
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Reverend E. H. Terrel (1968-1563)
Reverend lack Bell (1969-197€)
Reverend J.M. Earvin (1976-1977)

Reverend H. liichael Lermons ( 1977~ )

The new Seszton Africen isthodist Episcopal Church reached

fruition under the lezdership of the Reverend H., Michsel Lemmons.

z¢ne Burke Jackson

Pamels 4nite Hay

This article is based upon informetion from the Land Records Depar:ment
of Prince George's County, Md., from the Office of the Register of Wills
of Prince George's County, Md., frow. the records of Seston iemorial

ricen Metnodist Episcopel Church, snd froz "oral history" conversaticns

with local residents,
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P. G. #70-15

Seaton A.M.E. Church

Prince George's County, Md.

Susan G. Pearl

July 1982

West Elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md.







NAME LmCotd £.R. STATron # 70-15

LOCATION ocd H#.A AL.o.w. NEFE  Giedn DAtéE  SAN/THEIIM
FACADE ~ SW

PHOTO TAKEN ///is/73  f:Duwser.

VISTH, AL




