
PRINCE GEORGE 1 S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #70-19 Building Date: ca. 1805, 1898, 1960 

Building Name: _M_a_g_r_ud_e_r~H_o_u_s_e~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Location: 4908 Enterprise Road, Mitchellville, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The Magruder house is a two-and-one-half story frame gable-roofed building, its 
main section approximately 30 feet square. Entrance is in the third bay of the east 
facade. A short distance to the west of the house is an 18 foot square kitchen build
ing, formerly a separate structure, but now connected to the main house by a two-story 
sitting-room addition. At the south gable end of the main house are two large free
standing brick chimneys, with corbelled caps. The roof of this section is standing
seam metal, painted green. The Magruder house has undergone considerable alteration 
in recent years. In the l940's a one-story addition was built to connect the main 
house to the kitchen. In 1960, the new owners raised this one-story connector to a 
full two stories; they covered the main section with synthetic siding; a one-story 
wing was extended to the north; brick veneer was added to the main east facade, and 
the former one-story Victorian porch at this location was replaced by a two-story 
columned portico. The interior also had been significantly changed, with removal of 
some partitions and mantels. 

Significance: 

The Magruder house represents an early nineteeth century dwelling house which has 
been significantly altered. The main section of the house was built soon after 1800 
by Thomas Magruder on his farm known as "The Forest", located on part of Darnall's 
Grove. This frame house was located within a few yards of the old homestead and 
tavern operated by Thomas Baldwin, grandfather of Thomas Magruder. The farm passed in 
the mid-1860's to Magruder's son, Caleb Clarke Magruder I, prominent Upper Marlboro 
attorney; he in turn passed it to his son of the same name in 1871. In 1898, the old 
Baldwin homestead/tavern was demolished, and a kitchen was constructed on part of its 
stone foundation. In 1916, Magruder deeded this house and 60 acres to his son, C.C. 
Magruder III. The property passed out of the Magruder family in 1945, after which the 
new owner constructed the addition which connected the main house to the kitchen. 
Further alterations were undertaken by the present owners. For nearly a century and a 
half this house was owned by members of one of Prince George's County's most prominent 
families. Since 1960, modern renovations have destroyed much of its original char
acter. It is now a spacious and very livable country house but it is scarcely recog
nizable as a nineteenth century structure. 

Acreage: 1.69 acres 



Survey No. PG#70-19 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No· 170 l 0 5 5 3 0 4 

DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Magruder house 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4908 Enterori se Rd., MD 193 _ not for publication 

city, town Mi tche 11vi11 e _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryl and county P.G. 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
___x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
___x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
x__no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_K__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Darneille 

street & number 4 908 En te rp r i s e Rd . , telephone no.: 

city, town Mi tche 11vi11 e state and zip code Md. 2a716 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P .G. County Courthouse liber 2978 

street & number Main Street folio 360 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Md. 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title P.G. Co., Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _ federal _ state _x_ county _ local 

positoryforsurveyrecords History Division MNCPPC 

city, town Riverdale, state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x_ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins __x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G.#70-19 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Magruder house is a two-and-one-half story frame gable-roofed 
building, its main section approximately 30 feet square. Entrance is in 
the third bay of the (main) east facade. A short distance to the west 
(rear) of the house is an 18 foot square kitchen building, formerly a 
separate structure, but now connected to the main house by a two-story 
sitting-room addition. 

At the south gable end of the main house are two large free-standing 
brick chimneys, with corbelled caps. The roof of this section is 
standing-seam metal, painted green. 

The Magruder house has undergone considerable alteration in recent 
years. Up until 1945 it consisted of the main 30'x30' frame dwelling 
house, and the separate kitchen building which rested on foundations of 
large iron-bearing local sandstone. In the 1940's the new owner built the 
one-story addition which connects the two structures. The present owners 
began the most recent alterations ca. 1960: they raised the one-story 
connector to a full two stories; they covered the main section with 
synthetic siding; a one-story wing was extended to the north; brick veneer 
was added to the main east facade, and the former one-story Victorian porch 
at this location was replaced by a two-story columned portico. The 6/9 
full-length windows on this east facade have shutters. 

The interior of the main section originally consisted of front and 
back parlors on the south, and stair hall on the north. The partitions 
between these spaces have been partially removed, thus providing more open 
living area; the parlor mantels at the fireplaces on the west (exterior) 
wall have been removed, and replaced by a painted brick facing. 



8. · Significance Survey No. P.G.#70-19 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_archeology-historic _conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 

_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 

_ 1700-1799 _art 
~ 1800-1899 _commerce 
_ 1900- _ communications 

Specific dates ca .1805, 1898, 1960 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

_ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 
_ invention -X..- 9ttier (specify) 

local history 
Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B c D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Magruder house represents an early nineteeth century dwelling house 
which has been significantly altered. The main section of the house was 
built soon after 1800 by Thomas Magruder on his farm known as "The Forest", 
located on part of Darnall 1 s Grove. This frame house was located within a 
few yards of the old homestead and tavern operated by Thomas Baldwin, grand
father of Thomas Magruder. The farm passed in the mid-1860 1 s to Magruder•s 
son, Caleb Clarke Magruder I, prominent Upper Marlboro attorney; he in turn 
passed it to his son of the same name in 1871. In 1898, during the owner
ship of c.c. Magruder II, the old Baldwin homestead/tavern was demolished, 
and a kitchen was constructed on part of its stone foundation.l In 1916, 
Magruder deeded this house and 60 acres to his son, C.C. Magruder III, who 
occupied it as a summer home. The property passed out of the Magruder 
family in 1945, after which the new owner constructed the addition which 
connected the main house to the kitchen. Further alterations were under
taken by the present owners.2 

For nearly a century and a half this house was owned by members of one 
of Prince George 1 s County 1 s most prominent families. After the first 
generation, however, it was apparently not their year-round home. Since 
1960, modern renovations have destroyed much of its original fabric and 
character. It is now a spacious and very livable country house, indeed an 
imposing landmark, but it is scarcely recognizable as a nineteeth century 
structure. 

American Cl an Gregor Yearbook, 1927: Thomas Magruder of "The Forest", 
pp. 16-22. 

2 Prince George 1 s County Deeds #2978:360; #794:287; #191;222; Interview 
with owners, September, 1984. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G.#70-19 

P.G. Co. Deeds #2978:360; #794:287; #191:222; HB#4:448 
Wi 11 s TT#l: 468 

Clan Gegor Yearbook, 1927, "Thomas Magruder of the Forest"; 
P.G. Co. Tax Assessments; Interview with owners Sept. 1984 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _1_.~6_9_a _____ _ 
Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I 
Northing 

B w ~' ....... I ,..._! _____ I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LiJ ._I __.____._ ____ ..... D LU l....._.__I ............................ 1 ._I ...__.__....__......____. 
E LU ._I ............. ____ _ 

F LLJ ._I __ I ---

G LU .._I ......__._ __ _ 

H LU ._I __ I ---

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1984 

street & number c/o County Planning, MNCPPC telephone 952-3521 

cityortown Upper Marlboro state MD. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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MA.RYI..i"\J'.\L EI S'.::'0:::\ICAL 'I'RU.ST WORKSHEET 

NOl1INl1Tim1 FORM 
::or the I 7DI o§S jor.f 

NATIONAL REGIS'I'ER OF E:STORlC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

hAME 
ICO••ON 

•NO'o" H•HOmc. 
1 Mag: ruder House 
LOCATION 
I 5TREE ... ANC" ,._.UMBER: 

i 
I 

!C 1 TYOR TOWN: 

l>HH 
Maryland I !COUN;;'ince George's l 

CLASSIFICATION . 

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

(Check On~) TO THE PUBLIC 

c District ~ Buildini1 0 Public ! Public Acquisition: l[J o°'"''"' 
Yas: 

0 Sit• 0 Structur• iQ Private I :=J In Pro:eu 0 Unocc..,pied CJ Reatricted 

!.-0 Obj., ct r--J ooth I 0 Being Conaidered CJ ?r•s•rvarion work 0 Unr .. tri c!ed 

I I I In progr•• 1 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check Orie or ,\.11.."ttt a!l A.s.-p:-oprlato) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government CJ Perk 0 Tranaportoti on 0 Camrnenta 

0 Commercial 0 lndusrrial 0 Private R ... ;.Jence 0 Other (Sp<>cl(y) -
0 Educational D Mil;'"'Y CJ Reiig~ou1 

0 E nterto l nmont 0 Mua.•um CJ Scientific 
I ·--.. .. , 

t..i. O"'~tER OF PROPERTY 

!STREET ANO NU ... BER: 

I STATE' 

jS. L TlGN ;= LE AL DESCR!i>TlON !i>ii 

COURTHOUSE, RE .. 1!1TRY OF C'EEDS, EYC: 
--- 1 Prince George's Coi..mty Courthouse 

STREET ANO NUMBER' 

i 
CITY OR TOWN: l sH;_;aryland ! I Marlboro I i Upper 
rritle Reference of Cur nm.L~d-1.12-9..Qk & Eg: • /U • i6'. REPRESEN'rATION IS EXl5Ti''.G ~u•:v,:·~,:; :; " TITL..E OF SURVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
D~T[!'. OF SURVEY: u redera I c Stat• flil County 0 Loco I 
DEPOSITORY FOR SUR\IEY RECORDS• 

,.::i_ T ..... c 1 The Marylan~ National Cani~al Park and Planning Cornrnis~ion 
S1"R~ET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Geor ia Avenue 
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Silver Spring Maryland 



11. OeSCRl?TfON 

0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(!] Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) I 
1--------~---~- Altered 0 Unalte1ed j 
'DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •D ORIGINAL (It known) ?.-<VSICAL APPEARANCE 

µ-- . ., ,"\ 
I I~ j{' . i I 

0 Ruins 0 ·Une•poaed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 0 Original Site 

The house is a two-story, frame structure that has been 

extensively remodelled. There are two large external, brick 

chimneys with stone foundations on the south end. The main 

I (east) facade is three bays with the sidelighted entrance in 

the north bay. 

t41! 

[Rl 

"E 

TA 

The kitchen, sitting behind the house, has been connected 

to the main block. Another wing has been added on the north 

end. 

In plan, the house has an end hall and double parlors 

(now opened up into larger spaces). The staircase rises 

along the north wall of the house in a double run. 



00 (Check One or More •• Approprlete) 

· _o,.imbian 0 16th Century 

LJ 15th Century 0 17th Cent.,ry 

:IFIC D•TEis> (lf App/lcable and Kr.own) 

•s OF SIGNIFiCANCE (Ch•cJ.: One ot Mot.tJ •• Approprl•te) 

Abor igino~ 

0 Prehiatoric 

0 Hi.1toric 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Alt 

0 Comm•rce 

0 Communication1 

0 Conservation 

TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 lnd~stry 

0 ln~•ntion 

0 Land.cap• 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Mu•ic 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

ga 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Seu lptu•• 

Socia 1/humon-

irorian 

T!ieater 

T rcHis pcrtat ion 

["; 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

f G ... , , .... __ ',-; 
. -' I I 
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! 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
1---------uTiTUD'E'A.ND LONGITUD~ co0RCINATES ·-LATITUDE A.ND L.ONc.ilTUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TE'.N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE'. LATITU,.,E LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degr.,es Minutes Seconds Degrees MinutPs Seconds o .. grees Minutes Sec<>nds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . . 0 . 

I SE 0 . 0 . . 
~w !I . . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

-
~LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIE! 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

fl L FORM PREPAREO BY 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian· 
ORGANIZATION 

!°ATE 

M-NCPPC -~~(~5/74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 GeorQ:ia Avenue 
CITY OR TONN: STATE 

Silver Snrin1.1 Marv land 
p:J State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State D Local D 
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NAME (!. C.. flAGfi..,1).:t>U. f/ouS£ 

LOCATION fl+. ~Ste NUtR- fl.--f, Cf~o 

FACADE SE 

PHOTO TAKEN 11/1s/73 fl. 'DwYE./L 
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NAME C.C. HAG£ubtL /hvS£ 

LOCATION ti-I. S'S-(, IJEIJL t,-{-, q~o 

FACADE S 

PHOTO TAKEN 11/1s /73 ft, '/)tu I/EL 





P.G . #70-19 

Magruder house 
Prince George ' s County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
East elevation 
Neg : Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis, MD 





P.G. #70-19 
Magruder house 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 
South elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





P.G. #70-19 

Magruder house 
Prince George's County, MD 

Susan G. Pearl 
September 1984 

Southwest 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust , Annapolis, MD 


