
Survey #: P.G. #70-4 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Franklin Pierce House 

Location: 9301 Good Luck Road, Seabrook, Maryland 

ca. 1907 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Description: 

The Franklin Pierce house stands on a large lot in a residential com­
munity, fronting on Good Luck Road. It is a three-bay by one-bay two-and­
one-half-story gable-roofed dwelling. At loft level on the main north 
facade is a central cross gable, highlighted by dog's-tooth shingles and a 
tiny diamond-shaµed window. Entrance is through a door in the central bay 
of the north facade; it has a single-µane transom. Across the north facade 
is a one-story porch with turned posts. There are two interior corbelled 
brick chimneys at the ridge. Windows are 2/2 double hung sash and have green 
louvered shutters. There is a two-bay rear kitchen wing at right angles to 
the main block, making the house T-shaped. This two-story wing has an 
interior corbelled brick chimney at the south end of the ridge. The buildiny 
is covered with gray asphalt shingle; green asphalt shingle covers the roof. 
The foundations are of stone. 

Significance: 

The Franklin Pierce House is a noticeable landmark in a modern subdi­
vision of substantial single-family houses. It was built circa 1907 to 
replace an older house which had been purchased in 1904 by Franklin Pierce, 
a black railroad-worker from Virginia. Within a few years, the house was 
destroyed by fire, and Pierce had the subject house constructed close to 
the old foundations. The new house followed the plan of a standard I-house, 
with central stairhall and flanking parlors, and had a rear kitchen wing 
forming a T. The property has never gone out of the Pierce family, and is 
still the home of one of Franklin Pierce's children. The Pierce House 
exemplifies a modest form of folk housing, the I-house, which was common in 
Prince George's County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Part of its significance lies in the fact that it was built for a family of 
laborers, members of an emerging class of middle-class black landowners. It 
is a visible landmark in a developed residential community. 

Acreage: l .2 acres 



Survey No. P.G. #70-4 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Franklin Pierce House 

and/or common (indicated in 1974 Inventory as Henry King House) 

2. Location 

street & number 9301 Good Luck Road 

city, town Seabrook 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_L building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
~no 

congressional district 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

5 

_museum 
_park 
___X_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mrs. Bessie Johnson 

street & number 9301 Good Luck Road telephone no.: 

city, town Seabrook state and zip code Maryland 20706 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George 1 s County Courthouse liber #17 

street & number Main Street folio 387 

city, town Upper Marlboro state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Pri nee George 1 s County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _ state _x_ county _ local 

... epositoryforsurveyrecords History Division, MNCPPC 

city, town Riverdale state Md· 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_x fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G. #70-4 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Franklin Pierce house stands on a large lot in a residential com­
munity, fronting on Good Luck Road. Across the street, on the north side 
of Good Luck Road, is the subdivision of Presley Manor. The Pierce House 
is a three-bay by one-bay, two-and-one-half-story gable-roofed dwelling. 
At loft level on the main north facade is a central cross gable, high­
lighted by dog's-tooth shingles and a tiny diamond-shaped window. Entrance 
is through a door in the central bay of the north facade; it has a single­
pane transom. Across the north facade is a one-story porch with turned 
posts. There are two interior corbelled brick chimneys at the ridge, 
flanking the central passage. Windows are 2/2 double hung sash and have 
green louvered shutters. 

There is a two-bay rear kitchen wing at right angles to the main 
block, making the house T-shaped. This two-story wing has an interior 
corbelled brick chimney at the south end of the ridge. A one-story 
screened porch fills the southeast interior corner of the T. 

The entire building is covered with gray asphalt shingle; green 
asphalt shingle covers the roof. The foundations are of stone painted 
bright green. 

Southeast of the house is a separate garage structure, and to the rear 
(south) is a small gable-roofed board and batten shed. 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #70-4 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
X_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention ~other (specify) 
local history 

Specific dates ca. 1907 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B C D 

A B C D 

national state 

E F G 

local 

Prepare both a surrunary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Franklin Pierce House is a noticeable landmark in a modern subdi­
vision of substantial single-family houses. It was built circa 1907 to 
replace an older house which had been destroyed by fire. The older struc­
ture had been the home of Henry King for most of the second half of the 
nineteenth century, and later the home of the Kagle and Hoffman families. 
In 1904, the old house and the 1-1/8 acre on which it stood were sold to 
Franklin Pierce, a black railroad-worker from Virginia.l Within a few 
years, the old King house was destroyed by fire.,, and Pierce had the subject 
house constructed close to the old foundations.~ The new house followed 
the plan of a standard I-house, with central stairhall and flanking 
parlors, and had a rear kitchen wing forming a T. In this house the 
Pierces raised their large family. Several of Franklin Pierce's sons 
worked with him on the railroad, while his wife and their daughter-in-law 
took in laundry at home. The property has never gone out of the Pierce 
family, and is still the home of one of Franklin Pierce's children.3 

The Pierce House exemplifies a modest form of folk housing, the 
I-house, which was common in Prince George's County in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. Part of its significance lies in the fact 
that it was built for a family of laborers, members of an emerging class of 
middle-class black landowners. It is a visible landmark in a developed 
residential community. 

Notes 

Prince George's County Land Records JWB #16:749; JWB #40:464; #17:387; 
cf. also Martenet Map of Prince George's County, 1861, and G.M. Hopkins 
Atlas, 1878. Prince George's County Census, 1900, 1910. 

2 Conversation with Mrs. Bessie Pierce Johnson, August 1985; Prince 
George's County Tax Assessments, 1900-1915. 

3 Prince George's County Census; conversation with Mrs. Johnson. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #70-4 

Cf. Chain of Title 

Cf. Notes, Item #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1. 2 acres TM 35 parcel 76 
Quadrangle name Lanham, Md. Section A Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU 11 I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I 
Northing 

sw .,,,....1......,1,........, __ ___,11, 1, 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJI ~~----~I _! ....._.._.___ ___ __ oLJJ ~! ........,!.....____,_~! ~! ..__.__.__.. ........... ~ 
E LLl I I _, _...__..___.___.._... ........ F L.J I I _! ............... __.___ __ 

G LLJ I I !..............___.__...__ __ HLi_j I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Cammi ssi on date August 1985 

street&number c/o County Planning, MNCPPC telephone 952-3521 

cityortown Upper Marlboro state Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

f(i'.#70-4 

/~ ·:} 
17ooqe6rv ol 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

\[)NAME 
HISTORIC 

Henry King House 
AND/OR COMMON 

~LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Good Luck Road, opposite Presley Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Lanham _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Marv land 

lF1JCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_j11STRICT 

_{BUii DINGtSI 

__ STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

-~BLIC 
_'I/PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PR(;CESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

fATUS 
_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPJfD 

_WORK Ii~ PROGRESS 

Af -:..- SSIBLE 

_YE:; RLSTHICTED 

_,ES UNRESTRICTED 

Y..NO 

ruJOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMt>ER 

CITY, TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

~LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

CONGRESSIONAL Dlc.1RiC:T 

COUNTY 

Prince George's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAIN~E:NT 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRll\L 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_MUSEU'.I 

__ Pj<RK 

~RIVAH RE:318f:.t-.C! 

__ RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENT'FIC 

_TRANSPORT/..TICN 

_OTHfR 

STATE, zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Maryland 

[ill REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DAlE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



mJ DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_,GOOD 

:{FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-lJNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a two-story, frame country house that faces north 
on Good Luck Road. It has a three-bay main facade, with a central 
door and a small, one-story porch with turned posts. There is 
a small center gable, with diamond natterned shingles. There 
are twin central chimney stacks wit,~1 flared caps. Windows are 
2/2. A smaller, two-story wing extends to the rear. Present 
siding is asphalt siding. Some older outbuildings on property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



ti] SIG NIFICAl'jCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

-voo-1199 

Yiaoo1a99 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEULUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_:AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

__ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

An average Victorian farmhouse, with some interesting dec­
orative features. May have been the home of Henry King, shown 
on Hopkins' 1878 Atlas. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



tZJIVIAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ni]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRiPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STAlE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

El]FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TiTLE 

Michael F. D.vyer, Senior Park Histor{an 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREE:T & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CllY OR TOWN 

Silver Spring 

DATE 

11/14/73 
TELEPHONE 

589-1480 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

-------- -- --------- --- --



#17:387 
l Jan. 1904 
Deed 

JWB #40:464 
14 July 1897 
Deed 

JBP #1:323 
9 June 1896 
Wi 11 

JWB #16:749 
16 Jan. 1891 
Deed 

CSM #2:169 
11 Jan. 1858 
Deed 

Chain of Title 

Franklin Pierce House 
P.G. #70-4 

For $200, Jarrett F. and Anna M. Hoffman to Franklin 
Pierce; l acre 2 roads and 35 perches in Bowie Dis­
trict; same as conveyed to Joseph Kagle on 16 Jan. 
1891; same which grantors acquired by #40:464. 

For $500, Julia A. Kagle, widow, to Anna M. Hoffman; 
acre, 2 roods and 35 perches in Bowie District; same 
which was conveyed to Joseph Kagle on 16 Jan. 1891. 

Will of Joseph Kagle; entire estate devised to his 
wife, Julia Anne Kagle. 

Amanda and Henry King to Joseph Kagle; 1-1/8 acres in 
Bowie District; adjoining the lands of Mr. Seabrook. 

John and C.S. Clarke to S.A. King, for her sole bene­
fit; l acre 2 roods and 35 perches lying along the 
public road from Good Luck to Bladensburg. 
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Franklin Pierce House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Susan G. Pearl 

P.G. #70-4 

Apri 1 1985 
North elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 





P.G. #70-4 
Franklin Pierce House 
Prince George's County, MD. 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apri 1 1985 
West elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD. 
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NAME ;::/lk!/YllS£. 

LOCATION 6iJ.dlJ tutK Lei, <///'/. ~~uy ~ C.~AJ H-&'f, ~ 

FACADE ;1f 
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