PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET
Survey #: P.G. #70-5 Building Date: ca. 1890, 1920's

Building Name: Larcombe House

Location: 9110 4th Street, Lanham, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible

Description

The Larcombe House is situated on a town lot in Hynesboro; it is a
two-story frame gable-roofed house; the three-bay south (main) facade is
highlighted by a projecting porch tower in the central bay. The cross-
gable of the tower is decorated with two courses of saw-tooth shingles.
Entrance is into the projecting tower, through a fifteen-pane door with
single-pane transom. Across the south facade is a one-story pedimented
porch resting on brick piers; 1ike the cross gable of the porch tower, the
pediment of the central entrance porch is decorated with saw-tooth
shingles. The porch is supported by a series of square posts, the central
of which have jig-sawn brackets. The house is covered with German siding
painted light brown. Windows are 2/2 double hung sash, and have plain
white board lintels., At the rear of the house is a one-story addition.

Significance

The Larcombe House is an example of a simple vernacular house form
with late Victorian and Classical Revival decorative elements. It was
built as a summer cottage, circa 1890, by Benjamin Larcombe, a plasterer
and builder who in 1885 purchased several lots in the newly platted resort
suburb of Hynesboro Park. He constructed a dwelling which was disting-
uished by the central projecting tower and porch, and by the Victorian
shingle detail and jig-sawn brackets. The Larcombes called their summer
residence QOak Villa. In the next generation, John W. Larcombe, who had
followed his father in the building trade, converted the summer residence
into a year-round home. The principal remodeling consisted of the building
in the Tiving room of a large floor-to-ceiling fireplace, composed of
selected pieces of local iron-bearing stone. 0Oak Villa was sold out of the
Larcombe family in 1955, Since then a residential community of single-
family dwellings has grown up around it. Standing on its oak-shaded lot,
it is one of only a few visible reminders of old Hynesboro Park.

Acreage: 7,500 square feet



Survey No.  p @ #70-5

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic | arcombe House (Qak Villa)
and/orcommon  (indicated op 1974 syrvey as Hynes House)
2. Location
street & number 9110 4th Street ____not for publication
city, town Lanham _ vicinity of congressional district §
state Md, 20769 county Prince George's
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public X _occupied _.__ agriculture —__ museum
X__ building(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied ___ commercial ___ park
— structure _._both ____work in progress __ educational X___ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment __religious
___ object ____ in process ____yes: restricted —___ government scientific
____ being considered ___ yes: unrestricted ——— industrial transportation
x mnot applicable X  no military other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Walter Foltz Jr.

street & number 9110 4th Street telephone mo.: 577-6264

city, town [anham state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 4276
street & number Main Street folio 889
city, town Upper Marlboro state  Md.

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 ___federal ___ state _x county ___ local
History Division MNCPPC

aepository for survey records

Riverdale Md.
city, town state




7. Description Survey No. p G, #70-5

Condition Check one Check one

X _ excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered X_ original site

—___good ____ruins X_ altered ___moved date of move
— fair - unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Larcombe House is situated in a town lot in Hynesboro (now
Seabrook), fronting on 4th Street (old Seabrook Road). It is a two-story
frame gable-roofed house; the three-bay south (main) facade is highlighted
by a projecting porch tower (projecting bay under a cross-gable) in the
central bay. The cross-gable of the tower is decorated with two courses of
saw-tooth shingles. Entrance is into the projecting tower, through a
fifteen-pane door with single-pane transom.

Across the south facade is a one-story pedimented porch resting on
brick piers; like the cross gable of the porch tower, the pediment of the
central entrance porch is decorated with saw-tooth shingles. The porch is
supported by a series of square posts, following the outlines of the pro-
jecting tower; the two posts which frame the central entrance have jig-sawn
brackets. The house is covered with German siding painted light brown.
Windows are 2/2 double hung sash, and are surmounted by plain white board
lintels; they have black louvered shutters. The roof is covered with black
synthetic shingles; there is an interior stove chimney near the east end of
the ridge.

At the rear of the house is a one-story addition with one tall brick
chimney.

The Larcombe House fronts directly on 4th Street, a narrow side
street; there are several large old trees in the yard., It is closely
adjoined on west and north by other small lots with modern dwellings;
adjoining on the east is the old Hynesboro Chapel, now converted into a
small residence.



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #70-5

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —_science
— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature ___ sculpture
__1600-1699 _X _ architecture ___ education ___ military ____ social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —_ music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —_ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy __ theater
—X— 1900- ____ communications —— industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
—__invention —— other (specify)
Specific dates c3, 1890, 1920's Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _ C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: __ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Larcombe House is an example of a simple vernacular house form
with late Victorian and Classical Revival decorative elements. It was
built as a summer cottage, circa 1890, by Benjamin Larcombe, a plasterer
and builder who resided in the District of Columbia.! Larcombe purchased
in 1885 several lots in the newly platted resort suburb of Hynesboro
Park,2 and constructed a dwelling which essentially followed the I-house
plan, but was distinguished by the central projecting tower and porch, and
by the Victorian shingle detail and jig-sawn brackets. The house was built
fronting on old Seabrook Road, which ran north of and nearly parallel to
the railroad line into Washington. The lot included also a stable
building, and was planted with oak trees. The Larcombes called their
summer residence Qak Villa. Adjoining Oak Villa on the east was the small
Hynesboro Chapel (later converted into a residence); a block farther east
stood the larger Victorian home place of the Hynes family who had developed
the resort community of Hynesboro Park, and for whom it was named.

After the deaths of Benjamin and Margaret Larcombe, the house and
adjoining lots were (in the 1920's) allotted to their son; John W.
Larcombe, who had followed his father in the building trade, converted the
summer residence into a year-round home. The principal remodeling
consisted of the building in the living room of a large floor-to-cejling
fireplace, composed of selected pieces of local iron-bearing stone.

Oak Villa remained the home of John Larcombe, and later of his widow,
until it was sold out of her estate in 1955.9 Since then a residential
community of single-family dwellings has grown up around the Larcombe
House. Standing on its oak-shaded lot, it is one of only a few visible
reminders of old Hynesboro Park.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No.

P.G. #70-5

Cf. Chain of Title

Cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ /2500 sq. ft.
Quadrangle name Lanham, Md. Section A

UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references

T™ 44\4370f Block 2,

Quadrangle scale

lot 15

l l I I,J l l | [ \ l [ l 8 l l,l | lf|41 I t ] l i l i l
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
||||| || P gl NI T T T T
EL | L1 Ly 1| c L Ly | FL_J_J[L[I[J_I[ Ly oy
(3 I I I A || o Lyl H )LL) T I A
Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

organization Historic Preservation Commission date  August 1985
street & number C/0 County Planning MNCPPC telephone  952-3521
city or town Upper Marlboro state Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section

was officially created by
be found in the Annotated
181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to:
Shaw House
21 State Circle

Maryland Historical Trust

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



#8. Continued
Notes

1 Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1888-1910; conversation with
Larcombe family member, August 1985.

2 Prince George's County Land Records JWB #10:51; cf. plat A-99, JWB
#4:562,

3 Lanham Souvenir Book, 1972, Larcombe photographs; conversation with
Jean Larcombe White, August 1985,

4 prince George's County Land Records #206:23; Equity #5792;
conversation with Jean Larcombe White, August 1985,

5 Prince George's County Land Records #1893:1.
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#4276:889
10 Sept. 1973
Deed

#3265:187
10 Jan. 1966
Deed

#3086:209
22 Dec. 1964
Deed

#2973:141
15 April 1964
Deed

#2406:27
3 Dec. 1959
Deed

#1893:5
15 July 1955
Deed

#1893:1
28 June 1955
Deed

#207:238
2 Feb. 1924
Deed

#207:238
2 Feb. 1924
Deed

Chain of Title

Larcombe House
P.G. #70-5

Donald E. and Nancy Christy to Walter L. and Jane M, Foltz;
Lot #15, Block #2 in Hynesboro Park as per Plat Book A:99,
same which grantors acquired by #3265:187.

John H. and Margaret C. Hughes to Donald E. and Nancy C.
Christy; Lot #15; Block #2 in Hynesboro Park; same which
grantors acquired by #3086:209.

John Hass and John H. Hughes to John H. and Margaret C.
Hughes, tenants by the entirety; Lot #15, Block #2 in
Hynesboro Park; same as described in #2973:141.

Nicolas A. and Simone Cipriano to John Hass and John H.
Hughes, joint tenants; Lots #11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16,
Block #2 in Hynesboro Park, formerly called Addition to
Bacon Hall; plat recorded in JWB #4:562.

Octavia M. Kagle, widow of John C. Kagle who died 15 March
1958, to Nicolas A. and Simone Cipriano; Lots #11, 12, 13,
14, 15 and 16, Block #2 in Hynesboro Park; same which
grantor acquired by #1893:5.

(There are no admin. papers for John C. Kagle.)

Robert B. Mathias and Lester D. Reber, trustees, to John C,
and Octavia M. Kagle; Lots #11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16,
Block #2, in Hynesboro Park; same grantors acquired from
the estate of Mabel T. Larcombe.

Minnie F. Thompson et al, heirs-at-law of Mabel T.
Larcombe, deceased, to Robert B. Mathias and Lester D.
Reber, attorneys for the purpose of selling and distribut-
ing the deceased's estate; Lots #11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16,
Block #2 in Hynesboro Park.

Henry C. and Olive E. Larcombe to John W. and Mabel T.
Larcombe, as tenants by the Entireties; Lots #11, 12, 13,
14, 15 and 16, Block #2 in Hynesboro Park.

John W. and Mabel T. Larcombe to Henry C. Larcombe; Lots
#11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16, Block #2 in Hynesboro Park;
same which grantors acquired by deed dated 29 Oct. 1923 and
same as shown on plat recorded JWB #4:562,



#206:23
29 Oct, 1923
Deed

Equity
#5792
28 Sept. 1923

#164:252
5 March 1921
Deed

JB #11:194
9 May 1900
Deed

JB #11:192
9 May 1900
Deed

JWB #10:51
11 Sept. 1885
Deed

-2 -

John U. Gardiner and T. Howard Duckett, trustees appointed
in Equity #5792, to John W. Larcombe; Lots #11, 12, 13, 14,
15 and 16, Block #2 in Hynesboro Park; same property con-
veyed by #52:33 and JB #11:194.

Suit and cross suit by heirs of Maryaret E. Larcombe who
died 18 Nov. 1910. By her will (Admin. #17,660 in
Washington, D.C.) she devised a life estate in Lots #11,
12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. Block #2 in Hynesboro Park to her
husband, Benjamin F. Larcombe. He having also died, by her
will the property descended equally to her children,
Margaret Lowe, Mary Crandell, Henry and John Larcombe.
Plaintiff's petition for sale of property; defendant, John
W. Larcombe, in cross suit claimed the other heirs had
agreed orally to convey their quarter shares to him for
$300 each, that Henry had already conveyed his portion.
petitioned for an order to his sisters to convey their
shares. Decree 28 Sept. 1923 ordered plaintiffs to
execute deeds; if they did not do so in 20 days, John U.
Gardiner and T. Howard Duckett, as trustees, were
authorized to make conveyance.

He

For $1,200, Margaret E. and Millard Lowe, Mary A. and H.
Noble Crandall and Henry C. and Olive E. Larcombe, heirs of
Margaret E. Larcombe, to John W. Larcombe; all their inter-
est in Lots 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16, Block #2, Hynesboro
Park; same property conveyed by JB #11:194.

Deed of gift from Henry C. Larcombe to his mother, Margaret
E. Larcombe; Lots 14, 15 and 16, Block #2, Hynesboro.

For $100, Benjamin F. and Margaret E. Larcombe to Henry C.
Larcombe; Lots 14, 15 and 16, Block #2, Hynesboro; same
grantors acquired by deeds dated 11 Sept. 1885 and 13 Sept.
1887.

For $20, Marion Duckett, attorney for Thomas and Jessie P.
Hynes, to Benjamin F. Larcombe; Lots 14 and 15, Block #2,
Hynesboro.
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P.G. #70-5
Larcombe House
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1985
Southeast 3/4 elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.







P.G. #70-5
Larcombe House

Prince George's County, MD.

Susan G. Pearl

April 1985

South elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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