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Sr:e instructions in Ho•·• to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries--complele applicabl_e sections ---------- --------
1 . 

historic 

and or common W1LLIAMS PLAINS (Preferred) 

.·2. i .. ocation 
White Marsh Park Drive off 

street & number White Marsh Recreational Park,Md.Rte. 3 __ not for publication 
------- ~-

city, town Bowie __ vicinity of congressional district Fifth 

state Maryland code 24 county Prince George's code 033 

3. Classi1ica'i:ion 
Category 
__ district 

·- _ building(s) 
_ structure 

__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
__ both 

Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
--*-yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. and Mrs. Theodore F. Du k 

street & number P. 0. Box 1430 

city, town Bowie __ vicinity of 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ enler1ainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Upper Marlboro County Court 

street & number Main Street 

city, town Upper Marlboro state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

__ museum 
__ park 
__x_ pri,.ale residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transponalion 
__ other: 

Maryland 20716 

Maryland 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? __ yes _lL_ no 

oate 197 4 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis 
state 

Maryland 21401 



'·----------------------------------------------

Conjition 

X- excclient 
__ good 

___ fair 

__ deleriorated 
___ ruins 

___ unexposed 

Check one 
___ unaltered 

--~-altered 

fG- ~11 6- 3 
--------------- - -- ---- -- " -

Check one 

--X- original site 
__ moved date _______________________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Williams Plains, a house, stands on a rectangular plot almost centered 
in White Marsh Recreational Park in Bowie, Prince George's County. The 
house, which faces south, is located along the north side of the park acce~ 
road which leads west from Maryland Route 3 bet~een Maryland Routes ~50 to 
the north and 50 to the south. 

Williams Plains is a two and a half story brick house with a three 
bay symmetrical facade (south elevation), interior double end chimneys, a 
standing-seam-metal covered 1.D'I•' gable roof, and a much lower two and a half 
story gable roofed wing projecting from the northern portion of the east 
side. The house dates from the first half of the 19th century. (See 
Section 8 for discussion on construction period.) The bricks of the 
structure are laid in Flemish bond on the facade and common bond with six 
rows of stretchers between the rows of headers on the side and rear 
elevations. The wing brick is laid in stret~ber bond and is a veneer 
over frame construction. Both the main block and the wing have stepped 
brick cornices. 

The principal windows of the house have double-~ung wooden sashes wit 
six-over-six lights, narrow frames, five inch thick wooden sills, brick 
flat arches, and louvered wooden exterior shutters. The shutters are not 
original. A half-round fan-light window with a brick-header surround is 
located in the gabl~ ends of the main block. 

Th e f a c a d e o r s o u·:t h e 1 e v a t ion c on t a ins the ma in en t r an c e way w h i ch 
consists of double three-panel doors with ~ectangular sidelights and tran~ 
surrounded by a mid-20th century Classical Revival frontispiece and reach£ 
by a modern brick porch and steps with metal railing. The second story 
center windows is now split into two narrow windows. The rear or north 
elevation also has three symmetrical bays with a modern Classical Revival 
frontispieced door in the center bay. A small recently installed window 
lights a bathroom under the staircase on the first floor. The west 
elevation has two windows per floor arranged near the center of the ~all. 

On the interior the rooms of the main block are arranged around a 
center hall way with tandem double parlors to the west and two smaller ro 
separated by a hall perpendicular to the center hall on the east. The 
smaller hall leads into the wing and provides access to the northeast roo 
The second floor arrangement is identical except that the south end of th 
center hall now contains two bathrooms which explains the splitting of th 
facade second story center window. 

The woodwork throughout the main house is heavy in proportion, simp] 
and plain in design and exhibits evidence of conscious aesthetic strivin{ 
on the part of the designer and/or builder in plan and execution. 
Stylistically, the decorative detailing has a Greek Revival influence 
particularly evident in the broad plain expanses of the door and window 
mantelpieces, and baseboard. The door and window trim also have bell-fl 1 

decorated corner blocks that have the lightness in the decoration more 
commonly associated with Federal design. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET fl. 
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The principal interior doors have four flat panels. The tandem parlors 
are connected by double six-panel doors which are nearly the height of 
the room. 

The staircase in the main block has heavy, turned newels and round 
handrail and balusters. The newels which rest on rectangular blocks look 
very similar to the heavy, turned newels pop~lar in the second half of the 
19th century but no evidence exists to indicate that the newels are not 
original. The balustrade at the landing between the first and second floor! 
consists of a single newel supporting the handrail rather than a newel 
at each of the two turns of the balustrade. The staircase extends only 
to the second floor, is open string, and has plain step ends. 

The first floor rooms of the main block have cornices. The center hal 
contains a built-up ~laster cornice of several members. The west rooms 
contain an oversize cove and bead against a backboard with an ogee molding 

-on the lower side. The east rooms co~tain oversize crown moldings similar 
to those in the west parlors. All the rooms except the northeast one have 
molded circular ceiling medallions. 

The mantels in the west chambers on the second floor have fluted attach 
columns with molded friezes and appear to date from about 1900. A recently 
installed chairrail encircles the front floor southeast room .. 

The attic of the main block is reached by a trap door in the center 
hall. Two dates, 1844 and 1942, are scratched into the mortar of the 
east gable wall in the attic. 

The wing from the exterior and the kitchen appears to date from the 
mid-20th century, possibly the 1942 date found in the attic mortar. Pieces 
of the interior decorative detailing found in hall, stairway, and the room 
above the kitchen is late 19th century in appearance indicating that the 
wing probably is older than the commonly believed mid-20th century. 

Williams Plains is structurally sound and remains intact on the 
interior and exterior except for the changes noted above and a section of 
repair work made to the brick in the north or rear elevation. It is not 
known why or when this work was done but it -involves a small area between 
the center and west bays on the first floor and is readily noticeable becau~ 
it does not completely match the rest of the wall in bonding. 

A small formal boxwood garden exists to the north of the house. 
garden was probably planted in this century. 

This 
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.Reriod 
_ prehistoric 

- -- 1400-1499 
_ 1500--1599 

-- 160Q-1699 
__ 1700--1799 
X_ 1800-1899 
_1900--

Specific cates 

----·-.------ ---------- ·----------------- -
Area·s ol Si501ificance -Check and justify below 
__ archeolc•gy-prehisloric ____ community p1anning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
___ archeology-historic __ conservaliop ___ law ___ science 
__ agriculture __ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social' 
__ art ___ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ___ industry __ politics government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other {specify) 

Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragra;..h) 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Williams Plains is an early to mid-19th century symmetrically facaded 
brick house which is significant primarily for the Greek Revival influenced 
interior decorative detailing which remains almost completely intact and 
thus is an excellent and somewhat rare record of domestic architecture in 
Prince George's County in the first half of the 19th century. The dominant 
design elements which characterize the decorative detailing are heavy 
proportions and broad, flat expanses in the window and door trim, mantelpiec 
and paneled doors. Although it is not certain for whom Williams Plains was 
erected, the house can be viewed as an indicator of the social and economic 
status of the occupants and in a broader sense Prince George's County. 

~ISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The construction date of Williams Plains is not known. Documentary 
evidence, a sizeable increase in the tax assessment of the property from 
about $600 in 1811 to more than $2600 in 1813 with the same acreage, 
indicates that a house was built on the property in the first quarter of th 
19th century. The basic construction and stylistic features of the exterio 
of Williams Plains support the theory that this house is the reason for the 
tax assessment increase between 1811 and 1813. The dominant design feature 
of the interior decorative detailing, as described above and in Section 7, 
however, are more indicative of the 1840s and 1850s period. There are no 
readily visible clues or written documentation to indicate that the interic 
was extensively remodeled at one time or to explain the discrepancy 
between the historical and physical evidence. 

By tradition, the house is said to have been erected as the residence 
of the Honorable John Johnson (1770-1824), the first of a family of 
distinguished lawyers. Johnson purchased the property, which included 
about 3~5 acres, in 1812 (Deed Book A.B. 1, Page 572) and probably had the 
financial ~acking and the social need for a house of the size of Williams 
Plains. Admitted to the bar in 1796, Johnson served as Chief Judge of 
the Maryland Court of Appeals from 1811 to 1821. In 1821 he was appointed 
as chancellor of Maryland, an office he held until his death. Two of 
Johnson's sons, John Johnson, Jr., and Reverdy Johnson, were attorneys 
who served in the Maryland legislature. 

The Johnson family retained the property until about 1829 when it 
was sold to Basil D. Mullikin. Although nothing is known about Basil 
Mullikin, the Millikin family is recorded in Prince George's annals asprorr 

SE~ CONTINUATION SHEET 02. 
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~ithout further information, it is impossible to say whether or not Basil 
Mulliken had the wealth or the need for such a large house as Williams Plaj1 
The Mulliken family retained ownership of the house through the 1860s. 

In 1966, the present 4.983 acre parcel was separated from what still 
remained a fairly large tract, 100+ acres. Most of the larger tract, whic 
surrounds the house was acquired in 1968 by the City of Bowie for developDer 
as a recreational park. The 4.983 acre plot 'lo.'as purchased by the present 
owners in 1978 (Deed Book 5001, page 813). 

The name Williams Plains is given in the 1812 deed transferring title 
to John Johnson and in subsequent deeds. Earlier deeds refer to the 
property as the Plaines and Wilsons Plaine. Robert Wilson who owned the 
property in the late 17th century is probably the source of the latter name. 
No explanation for the name Williams Plains is known. 



9. fJ()-·.-11G-3 
------ -----------

SEE CO~TJKUATION SHEET #3. 

Acreaoe of nominated property 4 · 9 8 3 acres 
- Bowie Quadrangle 

Quadrangle name-------- Quadrangle scale ___ ! : 2 4 QgQ_._ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 04. 

list all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

slate code county code 

state code county code 

-~ 1. t=orm Prepared By 

name/title Ronald L. Andrews and Theodore F. Dutko (owner) 

organization Maryland Historical Trust date September, 1980 

street & number 2 1 St ate Cir c 1 e telephone (301) 269-2438 

city or !own Annapolis state Maryland 21401 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification· 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89--
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ /{) -..J -f() 

title STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER date 

For HCRS use only 
_J hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

, .... pe, ol the Nallonal :~=Isl"'~. , 

Attest: _ . · ~ date 

l Chief of Registration 

----- -----· 
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Prince George's County Land and Tax Records, Courthouse, Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland. 

Martenet, Simon J. Map of Prince George's County, Maryland, 1850. 

Bowie, Effie Gwynn, Across the Years ln Prince George's County. 
n.p.: Garrett and Massie, 1947. 

Aleshire, William, Robert F. Sellers and James Maher. Notes on file at 
Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Maryland. 

United States Department of the Interior 
Meritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

~\!ational l~egister of C"'Hstok"ic Places 
Inv en·;; o r~-r\I o rn in at i o 11 r-o a" m 

Williams Plains 
. Prince George's County 

Continual ion sheet Ma r v 1 ::> n d Item number 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Prince George's County Deed Book 5001, Page 814. 

l 0 
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Located in Prince George's County, Maryland, beginning for the same at 
a pipe set S48 degrees 41 minutes 01 second, W. 744.50 feet from a pipe 
at the end of the 3rd or S. 47 degrees 48 minutes 20 second, E. 810.68 
foot line of Parcel One as described in a conveyance from Willy D. Grusholt 
et ux to M. Leo Storch, et ux by deed dated June IO, 1966, and recorded 
in the Land Records of Prince George's County, Maryland, in Liber 3336 
Folio 509; thence, from the beginning point so fixed S. 80 degrees 
59 minutes 43 seconds, W. 637.06 feet to a pipe set; thence, N. 04 degrees 
56 minutes 30 second W 376.71 feet to a point in a barn; thence, N. 87 deg 
57 minutes 28 seconds, E. 651.41 feet to a pipe set; thence S. 02 degrees 
32 minutes 32 seconds, E. 299.00 feet to the place of beginning. 
Containing 4.983 acres of land, more or less, as now surveyed. Being part 
of Parcel One as described in a conveyance from Willy D. Grusholt, ex ux 
to M. Leo Storch, et ux by deed dated June 10, 1966 and recorded among the 
aforesaid Land Records in Liber 3336, Folio 509. Together with a right 
of way for ingress and egress over existing road leading from property 
hereby conveyed to Maryland State Road Route 3, it being mutually agreed 
that the grantors reserve the right to substitute another right-of-way -at 
least comparable with the existing one. 
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P RINCE GEORGE ' S COUNTY 

HI S 'l'ORIC SI 'l'ES S UMMARY S HEET 

P . G. County Survey # #71B-3 Dat e circa 1813 
~~~~~~~~-

Building Name Williams Plains (1ilson's J>lains) 

Location ','fhi ternarsh Park, H.te//3 , Bmne , Mel . 

Open to Public yes _;'L_ no 

Williams PJa ins is a two- s tor.v :.>rick s true turc with t;he 

three- ba.v south racade laid in l<'lemish nond . 'rhe central double 

door on this facade has flanki ng !>idelit;h ts and trunsom lights ; 

it is framed with t>ilas ters suppor \.1ng a pediment . The windows 

. are six- over- six- lights with flat; arc: he~; . l'he cornice consis·ts 

oi' three courses of molded bricks·. At each gn.l'>le end , there is 
a :i ouble chimney .i oined by a brick apron . 

!I. lower two-s t.or:,r brick wing !X tPari a to Che e:=u,; t of the 

main block , reachen rrom the main hmwe 0;1 a hall running ue t:1een 

r;he ~· .... o 'H!; t u·trlors . 0th ·r·,vise , t..h • '1 l')or J 1 nn con.> is:;..; o a 

ce:1-crRl hall running sou tl. to north , ·'l. th Clanking douole parlors . 

i.'his tract of 1'1111 •.;·1!.l or1r1wLllv c·ill•ri '/ilson ' s laino , 

pati.::n\;~ct to Hoo·. t Vil son in 1o71 . B.v 1 /u'> , $00 aci·~o of tit• 

!huns o~lon1~en to .trrt-!cn Duvall , HJtu rt>mauwd trl the Duvr-ill 

t"Am1l.v until earJ,v in the 19th ccntur.v. Tri 1811 it; pas..icd t.o ,John 

Johnson , Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of Prince George ' s 

Coun t.v and si. 1ul t·meously Judge of the . ir.v land Sta ta Court of 

AppeRls . It is beJ ieved that Johnson purcha~ed the tract ( 290 

acr~s of '/ilson ' s Plains) to be hiu home duriug the years :hat he 

trnvelled oe tween Upper Marlboro and Annapolis . D,y 18 13 he had 

co?'.st.ruc~r·d the house on Wilson ' s Plains . ,Jonnso11 d i ed intestate 

in 1824 ; in th•."! following year his son , .John Johnson , Jr . , sold 

the trf\ct co t;he Mullikin famil,Y, in .-mose~~~d~emained until 1869 . 

r'or many ,years it was the home of the Simon family , who cul civnted 

grnpes anrt provided neighboring Sacr .!d H .:art church vi th al tar 

wiries . At some point , for r ... asons unknown , the us tat~ came to be 
known a.:5 .Vill 1ams Plains . 

_,,, 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ? .G. ,q1b-3 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORtC '/ilson's Plains 

ANDtOR COMMON 
Williams' .:.lair.::; 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER ·'/fo.iTem<::o.rsh Pur~:.:, Ete. #3, 
CIT!', TOWN 

.Lowie 
STA ft 

7 

L')t<Gf-~SSICN q c" ·';.RIC 

:;; t..!i 

JUN"" 1 
-~J .. . J • 

---------------------·---------- -------------------
IJCLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

___ QISThtCT 

X.t.UILO•l\G<S1 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

. OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

--·PUBLIC 

:{_pq1\IA Tf. 

_,,BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

__ IN PROCESS 

__ BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

=1r. and Ur:.~. ~. Dµ_tko 
STREET & NUMBER 

STATUS 

X . C.CC.UP1fD 

.. UNOCCUPIED 

.WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
___ YES REST~ICTED 

, YES UNR[STRICTEO 

Xl'-40 

?f'f5ENT usi: 

COMM LR(.:"'- ; ~-"~ 

EDUl.ATIO'iAl x_. ·' ,ATE Rf.SIDUiCE 

.. Ell.HRTAINMH.r •. RELlr;l;''JS 

. GOVERNME .. T _ '.;C1ENTIFIC 

INDUSTRIAL 

__ MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_JfH'R 

Tel_~phone #: unpubl~shed 

----~·_Jhi t~marsh Parls_L Rte. ~_3 ______________ ----- .. _______ _ zip cocte ___ _ 
Bowie __ v1c1N1rv OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REG:S~fl'0F0£tDS,ETC pr. r"'<O''"""·y 
• \,J " v l...t...J. v .... -::ourthouse 

r11riin ~) t~""'·=et ------------------ ---·- ·------(,TY TGWll. 
Upp er il.Rrl boro 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

DA.TE 

DE POSIT vRY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY TOW"' 

STATE 1 

Haryland 

Liber ii:: ?OU1 
Fr:.lio #: 813 

20715 

l-



rm DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

X_GQOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

JLUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

~ORIG!NAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1F K:,QWN) PHYS!CAL APPEARANCE 

Williams :Plains is a tNo-story brick structure with the 

three-bay south facade laid in Flemish oond. The central 

double door on -:h:i.s facade has flD.J!kj_ng sidelights 2.11d trClrlsom 

lights; it is framed ·.-1i th pilas--ce::·2 supporting a pediment. 

The windows are six-ovo;;r-six-ligh ts with flat arches o l'he co::>:r1ice 

consists of three courses of 30lded bricks. At each gable end, 

there is a double chi~illey jciLed by e brick apron. 

A lower two-etory brick wing extends to the eas~ of th2 

!T.ain b1ock, 
, ..,_ ,..... . . ' reacnea Irom ~ne 2a1n nouse ov a h::i.11 rt:.n.ning 

between ~he ~wo 2ast parlors. OtherI'ise, :he floor ]lan cc~3ists 

of a c:-::n:ral hall ru.ri ... n.ing south to r:orth, :1it!1 r'J_an::.::i.::c do':...:.b:le 

p?.rlorso 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ PREHISTO!'l1C 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

!._ 1800-1899 

_1900. 

__ARCHECJLUGY-PRE HISTORIC 

.. ..ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC 

-AGRICU~TURE 

X __ARCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES circa 1813 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PL.Alloll.i'llG 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

__ EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETH FM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

__ LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

__ MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

x local histo1::.r 

This tract of la>'ld .vas ori.:;inally c,.lled 't!ilson's Pl~ins, 
patented to .2obe1·t ·,/ilson in 1671. By 1765, 300 acres of t~e 

Plains belon[ed co ~~reen ~uvall, and re~ained in ~he Duv i1 
~~amily u.11til ear-l~r :.n -;;he 19th c::ntury. In 1811 it pass~d so 

Jo~m Jo}:nson~ Chief J'J.age of ~~he Circuit Court of ::"rj.nce Gccr\;e's 

o:' Ar: peals. 

(290 acres of ~ilson's Plains) ~o be his ~o~e duri~g t~e ve~r~· 

1813 he had ccr1struc >..:.:d the no~.,;.sc c.n Nilson's l'l~~::'.11s. 

Jof1nson, Jr., scld. ~he t rFict to ~ne .~-:.AlJi}~in fa.: .. ;.iJ_:, .. ~r1 '-"/::cs=~ 

h8.nds it r2~:1~in2d :.;..nt:Ll 1369. ~or ~any y?ars aft~r this 
it was the ha~e o~ ~~e Si~on· 

oe r210·/rtJ. as 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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I] MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
P.G. r~ounty Deeds /-;. 1 l-11 ::_,72; AB#11 :1~6; Ef~:i'.2:747 

?att'nt #16:235 

D.G. ,ax Assessment: 4'10956 (1796), -#-10983 (1813) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARA.TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DA TA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ---

-----------· ---- -------- -

LIS1 ALL STA: ES AND COUt•l iES f-OR PROPER~ IES OVERu\f'P1Nu STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

57 A-:E cour-.n 

STATE cour-.ry 
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ADDE1'DUM 

CHAIN OF POS.'.::lhSSION OF "THE PLAINE" OR 11 WILSONS PLAIN" OR 
"WILLIAMS PLAINS" near Bowie, Prince George's County, Md. 

9/30/1670 

7/10/1671 

8/2/1694 

12/9/1740 

1761 

5/5/1796 

7/9/1821 

(10/29/1829 

(9/3/1836 

LIBER 13, FOLIO 111. Warrent, of 1,000 acres, to John 
Pawson (Lawson?), who assigned 300 acres to Robert 
Wilson. 

LIBER 16, FOLIO 235. Patent. To Robert Wilson, The 
Plaine, of 300 acres. 

Wills, LIBER 2, FOLIO 327. Mareen Duvall ("the Younger"), 
eldest son, on the death of his father, Mareen, fell 
heir to "The Plaines", of 300 acres. 

\!~ills, LIBER 22, FOLIO 343. Mareen Duvall, eldest son, 
is made heir by his father, Mareen, to 11 Wilsons Plaine", 
of 300 acres. 

iV1areen Howard Duvall, on the death, intestate, of his 
father, Niareen, fell heir, as eldest son, to the paren
tal plantation at the "Great Marsh", which as the Plain, 
of 300 acres, he mortgaged for one year on 2/13/1765, 
per LIBER D.D.-3, FOLIO 497. 

Deeds, LIBER I.R.M.-5, FOLIO 22. Mareen Howard Duvall 
to his eldest son, Mareen, Wilson's Plain, of 300 acres. 

Deeds, LIBER A.B.-1, FOLIO 572. Howard Duvall, of Anne 
Arundel County, to John Johnson, of Prince George's 
County, Williams Plains, of 364i acres. 
Significant for the increased acreage and for the first 
use of this name in a deed. 
A late recording of the conveyance; tax assessments 
from 1812 onward (10979 ff.) billed Johnson for the 
plantations Wilsons Plains of 300 acres (erroneously 
290 acres on the 1811 and 1812 records) and Ridgely 
and Tyler's Chance of 130 acres. 

Deeds, LIBER A.B.-6, FOLIO 83. A deed in trust, granted 
by Basil D. and Eliza Mullikin, for their residence, 
Williams Plains, of 364i acres, to William D. Bowie for 
the said Eliza. 
Wherein citation is made of the sale of this property 
by John Johnson, Trustee, to Hugh McEldery, Trustee for 
Eliz a lviullikin, on 2/17 /1825.) 

Deeds, LIBER A.B.-11, FOLIO 156. A deed in trust, gran
ted by John Johnson (Jr.), Trustee, and Basil D. Mulli
kin, for Eliza Mullikin, for Williams Plains, of 364! 
acres.) 

(8/24/1859 LIBER C.S.M.-3, FOLIO 197. A Mullikin intra-family 
conveyance involving Williams Plains.) 
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ADDENDUM - Continued 

(5/21/1864 LIBER F.S.-2, FOLIO 152. A Mullikin intra-family part
interest conveyance involving Williams Plains.) 

10/20/1869 Deeds, LIBER H.B.-2, FOLIO 747. Thomas M. E. Mullikin, 
et al, to Theodore Simon, et al. "Roscoe and Williams 
Plains", of 298 acres, 3 roods and 38 square poles. 
Significant for the added name and for the decreased 
acreage (and the probable first 11 modern" measurement 
of the property). The tract is identified as (the ma
jor) part of Williams Plains as described in the deed, 
supra, dated 9/3/1836. 

(6/5/1912 LIBER 83, FOLIO 60. Deed resulting from an equity case, 
intra-family, Mertens and Simon, involving a partial
interest inheritance of Roscoe and Williams Plains.) 

(7/15/1912 LIBER 83, FOLIO 167. An intra-family sale, Charles L. 
Mertens, et ux, to Henry G. Simon, et al, of a partial
interest inheritance involving Roscoe and Williams 
Plains.) 

(3/12/1934 LIBER 409, FOLIO 34. An intra-family reconveyance, by 
Henry and Mabel Mertens to Joseph A. Simon, of a par
tial-interest inheritance involving Roscoe and Williams 
Plains.) 

11/8/1939 Deeds, LIBER 544, FOLIO 33. Joseph A. Simon to Katie F. 
Simon, his wife. Roscoe and Williams Plains, of 298 
acres plus. 
Includes a useful recapitulation of inheritances, 1869 
to 1939, within the Simon family, including the Mertens. 

10/29/1941 Deeds, LIBER 626, FOLIO 322. Katie F. Simon, widow, to 
(Mr. & Mrs.) Wilby J. Pritchett, Jr., and Jane W. Prit
chett. Roscoe and Williams Plains, of 298 acres plus. 

(7/29/1946 LIBER 864, FOLIO 83. Lena B • .t\.nauer, et al, to Wilby J. 
Pritchett, Jr. Property not involving Williams Plains. 
Includes Seybolt and George survey of July 1946.) 

5/27/1948 Deeds, LIBER 1033, FOLIO 253. (Mr. & Mrs.) Wilby J. 
Pritchett, Jr. and Dorothy W. Pritchett to (Mr. & Mrs.) 
Clyde B. Douthat and Evelyn M. Douthat. Wherein Parcel 
One, of 298 acres plus, is Williams Plains. 

12/22/1948 Deeds, LIBER 1086, FOLIO 443. (Mr. & Mrs.) Clyde B. 
Douthat and Evelyn M. Douthat to (Mr. & Mrs.) Lyle L. 
Simmons and Clara I. Simmons. 98 acres, with structures, 
henceforth being Williams Plains remnant. 

(10/16/51 LIBER 1441, FOLIO 329. Clyde B. and Evelyn M. Douthat 
to Norman A. Archer, et al. 100 acres, part of Parcel A 
of the W. G. Banks survey, being a part of ex-Roscoe 
and Williams Plains not lying with the house; for the 
latter see 12/22/1948 deed, supra.) 



ADDENDUM - Continued 

8/25/1960 Deeds, LIBER 2481, F'OLIO 640. Clara I. Simmons, widow, 
to (Mr. & Mrs.) Willy D. Grusholt and Martha W.Grusholt. 
Two parcels (98 acres and 5.704 acres), of which Parcel 
One, of 98 acres, Williams Plains remnant, is identified 
as a portion of the 298 acres plus in the 5/27/1948 deed, 
supra. 

6/10/1966 Deeds, LIBER 3336, FOLIO 509. Willy D. and Martha W. 
Grusholt to (Mr. & Mrs.) M. Leo Storch and Hannah Storch. 
Two parcels, total 104.98 acres, of which Parcel One, of 
98 acres, with structures, is Williams Plains remnant. 

10/13/1966 Deeds, LIBER 3407, FOLIO 432. M. Leo and Hannah Storch 
to (Mr. and rv:rs.) I. Gardiner Edelen (Sr.) and Marybeth 
Edelen. 4.983 acres, with structures. 
This is the present (1980) Williams Plains. 
Subsequently, the City of Bowie purchased, for park 
space, from Storch, some 102 acres, surrounding the 
present Williams Plains, and which was once part of 
Roscoe and Williams Plains. See LIBER 3660, FOLIO 407, 
and ~NCP&PC map, File No. 5-73087 (copy included with 
this nomination submission). 

9/25/1978 Deeds, LIBER 5001, FOLIO 813. I.Gardiner Edelen, Jr., 
Executor, to (Mr. & Mrs.) T. F. Dutko and Luneil H. 
Dutko. 4.983 acres, with structures - Williams Plains. 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 

l of 1 

Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/22/80 

Owner has negative 

View: Front Facade, from en
trance walk gate pillars. 
Facade taces south. 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

9 of 12 

View: Front and East Wing, from 
the southeast grounds 

? (;. - 7 / )3 -:3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

11 of 12 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

View: Rear, from beyond boxwood 
garden. Rear faces north 

?a. -71 /3-3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

6 of 12 

View: Front Facade, from entrance 
walk gate pillars. Facade 
faces south 

?. C. - 11B- 3 

• 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

7 0£ 12 

View: Front Facade, .original 
block only 

p.c,. -71 B -3 





• 

WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

10 of 12 

Taken by owner, 1/15/1980 

Owner has negative 

View: Rear and East Wing, from 
the northeast grounds 

f. C. -?/ B-3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

12 of 12 

Taken by owner, 1/15/1980 

Owner has negative 

View: West Elevation, with 
Cryptomeria, from the 
west grounds 

f. ~. -7/ 6-3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 1/15/1980 

Owner has negative 

8 of 12 

View: Front Eave, with complex 
molded brick cornice, and 
with Jack Arch and Flemish 
Bond of facade 

?. a. -116 -3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

5 of 12 

View: Interior - Library , with 
mantel, chair rail, and 
reflected door 

f. a. - 7 I 13 -3 





WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

4 of 12 

View: Interior - Front Drawing 
Room, with molded ceiling 
medal.lion, ceiling molding, 
and front window 

I 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

3 of 12 

View: Interior - Center Hall, with 
rear door, stair, baluster 
and rail, ceiling molding, 
and part door frame with 
bell-turned corner blocks 

f.a.-71B-3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince George's County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 1/26/1980 

Owner has negative 

2 of 12 

View: Interior - Center Hall, 
with front doors, and with 
better detail on complex 
ceiling molding and bell
turned corner blocks 

f.C.-7/-3 
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WILLIAMS PLAINS 

In White Marsh Park 
Bowie 
Prince Georgeta County 
Maryland 

Taken by owner, 3/10/1980 

Owner has negative 

l of 12 

View: Interior - Center Hall, with 
front double doors, their 
panel shrinkage showing 
their great age, and with 
complex ceiling molding 

?. G.- 71 B -3 


