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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUM.."'1ARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey # 71B-5 Date 
c.1900 

Location Belair Drive, Bowie, Md. 

Open to Public X yes no '~ " • ' ' f • ' \ 

BELAIR is recognized as the only great estate where 

breeding for the turf was carried on for three centuries, 

laying the foundation of American thoroughbred racing. Samuel 

Ogle, original owner, imported the stallion "Spark", the filly 

"Queen Mab" and other prize horses. His brother-in-law, 

Benjamin Tasker, Jr., continuing ,famil~7 tradition, bred 

"Othello" and "Selima", prides of the colonies. Belair Stud 

Farm blood flows in the veins of almost every American 

racehorse of distinction, William Woodward, Sr., last private 

owner, fielded Triple Crown winners "Gallant Fox", 1930, and 

"Omaha", 1935. Operation of the farm continued until 1955. 
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COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SE;RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
i N'.' ENT 0 RY - N 0 M H~ AT I 0 N F 0 RM 

. PG-#71B-5 

STATE' 

Maryland 

. COUNTY' I 
I Prince George's f,,,:, :.:~R N'5 U5'0NLC 1 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 
1 

~~~~~~~~...--c.-~~........,~~~----~--;i 

Cfty of Bowie Stable Museum~~---------------------1 
ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

J2. \.Ot~TJO:::;N:.:._ __ .~· -------------------~---------'! 
~T· AN!? NUMBER: 

~;:3&;Belair Drive I 

CITY OR TOWN; ~~~-----------~-T,~c0o~~N~G~R~E~S~S~IO~N~A~L:-::D~t~ST~R~t~C~T~.--------~ 

Bowie Fifth i 
1-5.,_T,....A-_ T=-E_=..;~c.=~----------------,,..-C-O_D_F_ C 0 UN TY• ~-__J 

I 24 l Prince Georae's ! n1J_ Marv land 
13. CLASSIFICATiON 

'"· 

CATEGORY 
(Check qne) 

0 District ~Building 

D Structure 
, . 

0 Sito 

0 Obj•ct 

ACCESSIBLE 
. TO THE PUBLIC 

OWNE'RSHIP STATUS 

[3:: Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes: 

ID Privot" [:I In Process 0 Unoccupied 

0 B h 0 B · c 'd d o· Un•e1tricted 

Dt, Reat1icted 

I 
ot -_. eing ons1 ere O Pr~ser,.ation workl ~. 

0 
" in progres• . L.i N 

!--~---------'-------~-----------"---
~P~~~.E~S~E=N~T~-~u~~~E~(C~h~e~c_k~O~n_e_o~r~M~o~re~_as~A~pp~r-op~r_la_t_o) __ ~---~~-----------~------ ~J 
0 Agricultural ~ 
Q.Commerclol. D 
m Educational 0 
0 Entertainme~t 00 

OWNER OF PROPf;RTY 
IOYwNER'S NAME: 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

D Pork 

["] Private Residence 

D Religious 

[::J Scientific 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

[J Commenra 
I 
I 

=--=~ __ , 
=11-~· ~ 

Ci tv of .J3owie f::" ~I 

• . 

·, 

I 
1--=:.=:...::."'--.:~.:!::..:::=~---~------------------ ti I 

H;~Ti :
0 

~;~
0

::' Drive 1

1 ~ j 

~c-,~;~~=~~R~i~:~O-W~N~:::..;::~:::__-~:::...=~~~--_-_-_~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_~~1'r.s_M~T~:~T_r~E:~~1:~a:n:~d-~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-~·~:=2~~:~:c~r~~· ~. j 
!$. t.O<;AT!ON OF ~EGAL DESCRIPTION_:__ ________________________ ~~-~-,,, 

COURTHOUSE, fiEGISTRY OF DEECS. ETC: "J ._, I 

D '1 o, Prince Georqe' s Countv Courthouse o 1-'..s: 

:1'! 
. ' 

•'· 
ST_REET AND NUMBER: H :::i ~i 

c,q n - ! 

.Main Street rD r· I 
\--_:_:_;,_~--=-:=:_=~.:c.._------------------.,..--------------,--~__; I 

~-ii~Cl~~~T~==;~:~:~O~W~;_l_~_r_1_b~o-r~o~~~~-~~---~~~---l--S-TM_A_:_Er_y_1_a~n_d_~------'--;_: __ r_,_l_·~·~-l,-1 ~ 
l6. -~f>JtESf:N!AJION IN EXISTING SUR V._E_Y_S~----------------·------- ., 

TITLE OF SURVEY: ; ("I I 
Maryland Register of H,ts tori__g Sites .and___ ..Landmarks --t -l n ..., 

I 1 r 1-J s .............. !~' .._c~-=-----L-l-L--oc.-a-1-- - . ' 0 CATE OF SURVEY• 972 1_1 Federal X- tote ·-' ounty f / :u 

DEPOSITORY FOR SUR VE y RECORDS• ----- - -< I ·1 ; I 
' G"' U' Maryland Historical Trus~------------------ ______ __J '~ 1 s ! 

STREET AND NUMOER: 'r1 I 

I s;I 
~-------------~--~ , ,_I 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Lls_T~~.:..T:::.:::.::·~:...Y~l:_::a:::n:..::..::d;_. ________ ._D,,,,c~-~._
0

_·==- ~,~-: r; f 

I ,~J .__L__'. 

12525 Riva Road 

Annapolis 

.,. -1~·-· -- ·~- ...... · --r, ·-;--, --:.---- .·- -·:- - ~--7 
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- ~- . 
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~ 1~ ·: ,, "'1·-. . -P-E_?_C_R-lP_T_l_O_N-------~ 

pe- ·.11 13--5 

;/.,~.' : , -Tn· Exc:-nl--;:~-o-d--[-._~-1 -F-oi-.--:-}-c;-:,c-e:-i~r::~d 
'''f·" . '·· CONDITION _G ~--

[l Ruins L"J Unexposed 
. ,.,,,Jiij... (Clw.-h Orie) -----r- (Check One) --- ----

~. . . . D A~~~-----~J;:!_Un~lt~red L n_M_ov_e_d_· __ f){~ __ o_ri_gi_na_l_s_,,e 

~ ~ ·DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If ~nown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

" .j 

~ ~~~. 1
· The Belair Stublcs are located on the eastern side of .:~ j . . . . 

..... ; ~~-·.·(-.~~.·-' __ '.· Bela7r Drive, approximu.tely 1000 feet northeast of Belair 
~ .. Mansion circa 1742, the home of Maryland Colonial governors. 
" 

~~ .The approximate ground coverage of the stables is 8810 
" . ·~~-. square feet. The property is 2 acres, or 71, 29 4 square feet~ 
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The ·present stables ·were constructed by Mr. Woodward, 
sometime around the turn of this century, to house his racina 
horses and coach team. Horses such as Gallant Fox, Nashua, 3ncl 
Omaha were stabled within the structure. 

The original and present ~ppearance of the structure is a 
"U"· shaped plan, with the open end, which leads into pastures. 
The structure was constructed in two stages, the first section 
being tne bottom of the "U". This.section is wall bearing, 
constructed of local dark-brown sandstone 24 inches thick, Ju.id 
in ashlar courses of ru.ndom pattern on a foundation of the same 
material. Each sidG of the bottom of the "U" flanks a center 
arch, the focal poini of the ~tructure, and leads into the 

·exercise yard. The entire structure has a hip roof, of green 

I 
slate, with dormers on both s'idcs of the arch. The wooden 
windows and sills possess diamond pu.tterned muntin bars and 2 

1 sandstone jack arc11 at the ·window heuds. 

The sides that flank the arch, which comprise the bottom 
of the "U", housed the stable muster' s quarters and tac]: room 
on the.;right, and at the left the carriage house and feed 
rooms. 

The second stage of construction was the right and left 
legs of the "U 11

, which contained the; stables and box stalls. 
These wings are constructed of brick bearing walls, with 
matching slate roofs. Earth floors are.within the stables and 
paving brick is outside .. the stalls, in the corridor between 
the exterior ~all and.the stalls. The ceilings are constructed 
of a beaded ceilin'g board 4" wide nailed to the bottom side of 
the roof joist • , 
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., SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or /,fore as Appropriutc) 

0 Pre-Columbian ~-:I 16th Cen•ury 

l-J 15tn Century ~-~ 17th Cer,tv•y 

SPECIFIC DATE!Sl (If Applicnbl~· nndKno•l'fl) ---

I 
A.REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One ur 1'\.Iorc ns Approprilltt·) _ 

·' Abor igrnol 

CJ Prehistoric 

D Historic 

O Agriculture 

G{ Architecture 

'O Art 

O Commerce 

. 0 Communications 

O Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

,_J 
~-

I 

r:i 
[] 
!-:_] 

:~_j 

1-1 

i J 

Education [_ ! 
Engineering 

Industry 

Invention I 

Landscape ,-, 
Architecture :-1 

Literature 

MilLT01y I -1 

Music 

[] 18th Century 

~..:J 19th Centor 1 

Political 

Religion.'Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Seu Ip tu re 

Socia I 1 Humcn-

itarion 

Theater 

Transportot1on 

r:-:1 20th c .. ntury 

I_ . Urban Planning 

&: Other (Spt·~ rho) 

S12ort - Horse 
Racing 

The importance of Belair Stables is in its association 
with thoroughbred horse racing and breeding at Belair Estate. 
Belair Estatd is recognized as being the only one of the 0rcnt 
colonial estates where breeding for the Course was carrieJ on 
through three centuries. 

Mr. William Woodward, noted in racing circles, and ch:1j1-­
man of the Jockey Cluh (1916) built the present stables, 
around the turn of-this century. The Stable housed foals 
which later became famous race horses, including two \:J.nnorr; 
of the Triple Crown: Galla~t Fox and Omaha. 

The present stable was actively used until 1955. It w<1s 
acquired by the City of Bowie in 1969 for,the purpose of es­
tablishing a racing museum and library. The city is rcstorjnn 1 

the stables and placi~g trophies and memorabilia of the h0rscs 
in the stalls. 
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~Harrison, Fairfax]. The Belair Stud 1747-1761. 
Virg±niu: Old JJonun.Lol1- Prciss-;-192-9-.---

Richmond, 
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·::l,·:,,f!iO. '14.i!OoaltPHICAL·DA.TA t " ~ :i'" 

--·~~-~-r---.---·.~·..,...~~~"=-7":":-=-"'""'='~,...,,~~~~~~ .. ~--.:.._~-
LATITUOE AND Ll"JNQITUDE COORDINAT!;J5 I L~TITUr>E 4NC 1...0NGIT'JOE COO_ROl!-11\TE' 

DEl"iNING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THC i=>ROOE"RTV OL· D' EFINING TH&:. (;t:.NTER POINT OF A PkOPE:RTY 

1-----.----------~----------I R - _QF ~-5 THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONG!TlJ2i=: 

. Degree• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

·NW 76 ° 44 40 • 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 • 

Degrees 

0 

LONGI TUDC 

Minutes Seconds I 

• I - 3lf 57 . 58 • 
NE)·. _ Jg> 57 ' 59 • 

··SE. 3S' 57 . 56 .. 
76°44 35" 
76 ° 44 ' 36 • 

Clll "'rl) I::-, ' C: r:; • -.r .'?. ll A ") Q •-

4PPR0Xlt.14TE AC-REAGE OF NOMINAT-ED PROPERTY-; 2 acre? ___________________ -;! 
1-IST AL.~ STATES_A_N_D_C_O_U_N_T_IE_S_F_O_R_P .. R-·0--P·E--R-T_l_E_S __ o __ v __ ERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIE! 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE: 

CODF COUNTY' --
"-·-------~----~-------~ - --- --STATE1 CODE COUNl>' 

,, STAT£: CODE COUNTY' CODE 

01.FORM f'REPAREO SY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Leonard E • Piehler. Public Facilities ni . , 

I
DATE 

November 197 2j 

OAG4NIZATION 
';_ ~ 

Citv • .i of Bowie . '. 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

<' 
Tulio Grove Drive 

" CITY OR TOWN: STATE I CODE 

Marvland I 21 
{12. $J~ff.\.IA1SON OFFIC!:R C€RTIFJCA'l ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

. ;' 
f°""" .. 

,•· ~1t\ \ 

. ' :';~~.,L 
~·' 

:,:., 

As the designated St11te Liaison Officer for the N,1-

tional 'Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publir- Law . 
89-665}, I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

·;,,·va_t~sted ilccordlm>: to f1ie c-itcria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Servlce. The recommended 

ievel or significance of thi-:; nomination is: 

·' National [1J: State O Local 0 

.~~ <}JOJvt,gd ;e,;},y,.:f-1J 
Orlando Ridout IV 

Til~ State Liaison Officer f o-r Mary1-'7i11?1 _________ _ 

l>ale November 2 0 , 19 7 2 

I hcr1•by certify that this property is included In the 

·National Register 

Director, 01/lce of Archeo/oQJf and H/Qrorlc Pre•r>rvetlon 

ATTEST: 

'"' ' ·, -· -~-;-: ·;:T7--; -: . -- -·~ - - -- -- - .. ---:-~- ' . - - .. - - · -· --- ·-, ·• -- : ; ... 
~ ... ~41.:J.,;_, .;. '·".'.1t•,'· l\ "" I.,. , . . (· ~-" . ",.· - - __ r·.-"' • L ~ • , • r • ~~~___: __ • ·-
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UNITED HATES DEPARTMENT OF THE ltHERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

·(Typo nil entries - uttwh to or cndosi: with photogmph) 

- .... 
jl.tl"AMf!•' 

COMMON, City of Bul'.1 ie St ab le ~lUSL';;lll 
ANOIOR HISTORIC• Belair Stables 

ll/ \:CO\ TIO.N . 
:STREET AND NUMBER: 

Belair Drive 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Bowie .. 
STATE: I CODE jcoUNTY: 

!ilAlL 

?G:11pf--s \ Maryland ._ ___ _ 
COUNTY 

Prince George's 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

·------·-
---·------J 

I 

--- -- -~ 

j 

~ 
I 

__ _I 
I 

' 

~Co Dr. 
Maryland I ·1 Pri. nee George's ----

24 1_:;:; 
13. · PttOTO REFERENCE ) 

IPHOTO CREDIT: \fally Cibbs 
DATE OF PHOTO: .July 1972 
NEGATIVE FIL.ED AT: 

Belair Stable nus cum 

14 ~ 0£NTIF«;ATION .. 
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. 

/ . 
West facade 
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"· · • Form l0-301 · 
•uuly 1969) 

:z 
0 COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

.'.NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC.P,LACES.·· :··· 

PROPERTY MAP· FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

- ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STATE 

Mary lanQ ·., (G< {I o-5 .... 
COUNTY 1<~ .. 

'.\- Pr'l.~c:e George's 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

£!'.jT~Y NU-~-R---i= OATi---.:, 

, .:..! . LOCATIPN • 1 
.•i . i;,:;;._.,:.;S~T~R~E;.:_:E~T::=,A~N;__O~N-U-M~O-E-R-:-~ ..... ---~~--~---~-~---~~~~~---'-----~...:...---------~~ t 

U Belair Drive \. 
..... t-:-:--::--::-::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---1\ 
- CITY OR TOWN: 

COO£ 

·o:: Bowie 
If.~ ..... ·~( •l ... ,.,, CODE COUNTY:, llTATl!1 

Maryland Prince George's 
3. M,A'p IU!FERENCE 

% 
SOURCE: ·- U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute map Bowie Quadrangle 

' 1~ ' 1---------:--:::-:;--..,,....=-:::------------------~-~---------------~----------1 1:24,000 

'W·· 
V.• 

' .. 
., I 

CAL,.E: 

DATE: 1957 hotdrevised 1970 
4, REQUIREMENTS 

TO OE INCl..UDED ON AL.I.. MAPS 

1. ~roperty broundories where required. 

2 •. North arrow. 

3;. Lotitude and longitude reference. 
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l. STATE liary I ar:J 
COUNTY 1:r 1 nee _;e,Jrges 

HISTORIC AMER ICM~ BUILD! NGS SURVEY 
INVrnTORY f). ~. i:-8---A 

TOVIN LlUW i e VICINITY 

STREET NO.. I . ' oe air Ave. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE stab I es 
PRESENT OWN ER City of Bowie 
PRESENT USE bv Leavitt & Sons For 
WALL CONSTRUCS~O.N he~JVY ~'w i pment 

si::one c1 br 1 ck 
NO. OF STORIES l 1c 

2. NAME Stables - Rclair 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

The Belair Stable 1s a 'U' shaµeJ bui ldir,g of which 
the iJOrt i un conr:ect i ng the th•o "I egs" of the 'U' 1 s brown­
s -t: one an d t he t1~ o " I e gs " are b r i ck , I a i u 1 n F I em i sh bond • 
The central facade contains d Roman arch leading through 
the bui laing to a court yard. In the slate hi,__.ped roof, 
the arch 1s am open pediment flanked by two hipped-roof 
dormers W i tfi di ._.n;1ond panes. nH.:re are three cJ i amond 
µane windows with flat arches on each side of the center 
arch. The brick ulegs" of the '11' are five bays long 
and huve "uutch" horse sta I I doors. t. ear I y the entire 
bu i I d i n g 1 s covered IJ i th 1 v y • The yard 1 s u n t i d y d r; d 
poorly mdintuined. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optio.,al) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

? Interior fair Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND Tl TLE OF RECORDER 

Hichael Bourne 

poor 

1iarylL1ncl Historical Trust 

DA TE OF RECORD I . -· - 1 · • 1 '"'-· x 
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PG.718-S 

S .<l f 4c ; r s f ~,b le ~ 





Belair Stables 
Project No. 24 - 75 - 00161 - 00 

West facade of interior courtyard 

(G- 7/B · r, 





Belair Stables 
Project No . 24 - 75- 00161- 00 

North facade of interior courtyard 





NAME BELA\R STA~L~ 
LOCATION BE t.,...Al\=\.. PtHVE.) ~ow lE. J l'-\d, 

EACADE W 

PHOTO TAKEN °I /;i. 7 / 7't /"\. P vv'f Ef\ 





NAME BEL.A\ i\ $'Tf\\Sl-1~E;5:----------------...... 
PG.'7JB-5 

LOCATION 3£LA\R Dt\\Vf_ J '(30vv\E..J t-'\cL 

FACADE E. 
PHOTO TAK~~ '/-;;_7 /7'-1 M OW-YER 



THE BELAIR STUD FARM 
CRADLE OF AMERICAN RACING 
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