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The Webb-Brown House (also known as Glenway or the Berry-McKeel House) is located at 7600 
Willow Hill Drive, just east of Seat Pleasant in Prince George's County, MD. The property, 
which consists of a ca. 1870 frame farmhouse and several early 20th-century outbuildings, is 
considered eligible for individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part frame dwelling consisting of a principal block and kitchen 
wing and located on a high point of land in a now densely developed residential subdivision. 
The main block of the house is a 2-1/2-story, five-bay, central-passage-plan structure. It 
sits upon a low brick foundation, is covered with a gable roof with a brick end chimney and 
a bracketed cornice. A five-bay porch with chamfered posts and open-work, jigsawn brackets 
extends across the facade and shelters the central entry, articulated by a bracketed 
- '.rround. The interior is divided into three rooms off of a central corridor (one large 
_~rlor on the west and two smaller parlors on the east). 

The kitchen wing is a two-bay frame wing extending off the east end wall of the main block 
of the house. It is set upon a raised brick foundation and is covered with a catslide roof 
with two chimneys located between the wing and the main block of the house. The interior of 
the wing consists of one room and shows evidence of having been built with re-used, early to 
mid-19th-century materials. North of the house is a non-contributing concrete block garage, 
and southeast of the house is a non-contributing concrete block implement shed. 

The house was built ca. 1870 by then-owner John F. Webb on property which was already 
improved in the early 1850s with a house; based upon architectural findings, it is likely 
that the kitchen wing was built using materials salvaged from the earlier house on the site. 
Following Webb's death, the property was sold, in 1899, to Richard Brown who farmed the land; 
the property remained in Brown family hands until the 1970s. The property survives as a 
noticeable landmark in a developed area, and a rare example of a post-Civil-War-era 
farmhouse. The property qualifies for listing on the National Register under Criterion c. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:Project Review and Compliance 

Prepared by:Susan G. Pearl, MHT form, 1988; Margaret Slater. Historic Preservation 
Specialist, Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.. "Assessment of Effects to 
Architectural/Historical Properties Pursuant to 36 CFR 800. Prooosed Addison Road to Largo 
Town Center Metrorail Extension. Prince George's County. MD.", 1996. 
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Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 
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Survey No. ~P~G~-~7~2~~c·_-=1~6'--~~~~~ 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
_x~- Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

__ x_ 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Adaptation 

Category: Buildin 

__ x_ 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s) Domestic/Single Dwelling 

Known Design Source: 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory·. Form 

Magi No. 

OOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

hlatorlc Glenway (Berry-McKeel House) 

•ndlor common Webb-Brown House (preferred) 

2. Location 

street & number 7600 Wil 1 ow Hill Drive _ not for publlC.tlon 

city, town Seat Pleasant _vicinity of congressional district 5 

sblte Maryland 

3. Classification 
C.tegory 
-. district· 
- building(•) 

county Prince Georg's 

Present Use 
_museum 
_park 

_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_priv•te 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_In process 
_being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
_unoccupied 
_work In progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ 99rlculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_entertainment 
_government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

_ private residence 
_religious 
_sclentHlc 
_ t111nsporbltlon 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and ma111ng addresses of ..!!!. owners> 

name Bethel Bible Church 

street & number 2101 Shadyside Avenue telephone no.: 

city, town Suitland state and zip code Maryland 20746 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,regtstryofdeeds,etc. Prince Georg's County Courthouse liber 6053 

street & number Main Street folio 775 

city.town Upper Marlboro smte Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tltle Prince George's County Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

July 1981 fedenll mte ~county local 

depository for survey records Prince Geor~s County Historic Preservation Commission c/o MNCPPC 

city.town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 
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7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
~ ... , 

Check one 
_ deterlor•ted _ unmltered 
_ruins ~ •H•red 
_unexposed 

C~eck one 
_ orlglnml site 
_ moved d•te of move 

Survey No. PG#72,1-16 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and ~ general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling which 
stands on a high point pf land in a densely developed new residential 
subdivision. It consists of a two-and-one-half-story main block which is 
attached to a lower two-story wing which has a cat-slide roof. The house 
is distinquished by its handsomely bracketed cornice and porch posts. 

The main block is five bays by two bays, with entrance in the central 
bay of the five-bay main south facade. Entrance is through a double 
glazed door, each leaf having 15 panes. The dgor has a plain board 
surround. There is a large two-pane transom, above which is a molded 
cornice supported by two jig-sawn console brackets; between the brackets 
are seven smaller molded modillions. The south facade is sheltered by a 
one-story hip-roof facade-wide porch. The porch is supported by chamfered 
posts with openwork jigsawn brackets; the posts rest on brick piers. The 
porch rests on a brick foundation. 

The wood siding of the main block is sheathed with white asbestos 
shingle. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash with plain board surrounds and 
molded ljntels. On the first story of the south facade, the four window 
openings consist of one 6/6 windows over molded panels. There are no 
shutters. 

The gable roof is covered with pressed metal shingle. The cornice is 
boxed with crown molding, and returned at the gable ends. The long south 
cornice and the raking cornices at the gable ends are embellished with 
console brackets interspersed with small molded modillions; for every 
eight modillions, there is an ornate jigsawn console bracket. Beneath the 
brackets is a scalloped board frieze. An interior brick chimney 
rises from the south plane of the roof at the· west gab 1 e e·nd. At each of 
the other three corresponding locations there is an exterior brick stove 
chimney. The house rests on a brick foundation; there is basement under 
the west section of the main block. 

A small two-by-two-bay one-story kitchen wing extends north from 
northwest corner of and at the right angles to the main block. There is 
an enclosed porch on its east facade. Entrance to the kitchen is in the 
second bay of this east facade. 

Interior plan of the main block is central stairhall with a large 
parlor on the west and two small parlors in the east. The open string 
stair rises along the west wall of the stairhall. It has a heavy turned 
newel with mitred cap, and turned balusters. Vertical wainscoting 
sheathes the spandrel. 
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Su~ey No. PG#72l-16 

Description (continued) Section 7 Page 

Most of the interior walls have been panelled, and fireplaces have 
been closed. The floors are covered with linoleum, but the baseboards 
with their crown moldings are intact. The molded surrounds of doors and 
windows are also intact; they feature bold cyma reversa and astragal 
moldings. 

Extending to the east and inset from both the north and south 
elevations of the main block is a lower two-story wing. It is roughly two 
bays by two bays, with entrance in the eastmost bay of the south facade, 
sheltered by a shallow one-story porch with bracketed posts. The first 
bay of this south facade is a one-story hip-roof semi-octagonal bay. The 
wing has been extended in depth one bay to the north, forming a kitchen 
under the catslide roof. 

Siding of the wing is the same as the main block. Windows are 2/2 on 
the main south facade and 6/6 double hung sash on other elevations, with 
plain board surrounds and molded lintels. The narrow ccrrnice has a plain 
board frieze and no brackets. 

The main part of the wing consists of one room. Surrounds of doors 
and windows are grooved, with bullseye corner blocks. There is a plain 
wood mantel with plain shelf in the west interior wall. A boxed stair 
rises (toward the north) along the east exterior wall of this room.· 
Beneath this stair is a stair to the cellar enclosed in the brick 
foundation of the wing. In this cellar one can observe reused materials: 
hand-hewn beams bearing plaster stains in random locations (on the lower 
edges of some and on the vertical sides of others), indicating the 
application of lathing in an earlier use and location. The sill beams of 
the wing are circular sawn. 

The house stands on a high terraced knoll framed by old oaks, pines 
and hollies. It is approached from Willow Hill Road by an unpaved drive. 
Behind, to the north of the house is a molded concrete block garage, 
side-gabled with a gray asbestos shingle roof. Southeast of the house and 
to the east of the drive is a concrete block implement shed with a red 
standing-seam metal roof. 

2 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#72}'-16 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 

Areas of Significance-Check and Justify below - landscape architecture_ rel~glon 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - law - science 
- archeology-historic - conservation - literature - sculpture 

17~1799 
x 180G-1899 

_1900-

Specific dates 

· agriculture - economics mllltary _ socJal/ 
-X architecture - education - humanitarian 
- art -- engineering - music 

11 h _theater - rce -•xploratlonlsettlement - ph osop Y _transportation = ::::nlcatlons - Industry - polltJCSlgovemment _other (specify) 
_Invention 

ca. 1870 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F· G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

d a general statement of history and Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance an 
support. 

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling which 
is a noticeable landmark in a new residential subdivision. It is 
distinguished by its handsomely bracketed cornices and porch posts. 

The main block of this house was probably built by John F. Webb, a 
lawyer who purchased 213 acres of land from the Berry family in 1870. Th~ 
land was part of a tract called Carroll Manor owned by the Berry family in 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. There was a house on 
the property by the early 1850's, for when John E. Berry, Sr., deeded it 
to his son in 1854, John E. Berry, Jr., was already residing there.1 The 
213-acre farm passed to Alonzo Berry (John E. Berry, Jr.'s brother) in the 
early 1860's, and in 1870 to lawyer John F. Webb. It was called, both by 
the Berrys and the Webbs, Glenway.2 It was probably.Webb who built the 
main block of the house, for the interior detail, where jt survives, 
appears to be from the 1870's. It is probable that the kitchen wing was 
constructed from components of John E. Berry's house, for it is composed 
of some early materials, clearly reused. 

After John F. Webb's death, the interest in his 213-acre farm was 
divided equally between his two children, William B. Webb and Charlotte 
Webb.3 In 1899, after the death (1896) of William B. Webb, Charlotte's 
creditors brought suit against her for non-payment of debts. The Court of 
Equity ordered that Glenway be sold; Joseph S. Wilson and Marion Duckett 
were appointed to make the sale. The property was described as improved 
by a large dwelling house, a large barn and all other necessary 
outbuildings. In December 1899, they sold William B. Webb's one-half 
interest in the farm to Richard F. Brown, and at the same time, Charlotte 
Webb sold her interest to Brown also.4 

Richard Brown farmed the land and raised twelve children in the large 
farmhouse. Before his death in 1929, he subdivided the property and 
devised the various parcels to his children. THe house at that time was 
occupied by his son Clinton and daughter Ella. Richard Brown specified 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 
Section 8 Page __ _ 

that the house should be divided between them, with the longitudinal 
center of the downstairs hall being the dividing line. Clinton was to own 
and occupy the west half of the house, and to keep his brother Emmit with 
him; Ella was to own and occupy the east half, and she was 'to allow any of 
her unmarried sisters to live with her. The 41-acre parcel in which the 
house stood was to be owned jointly by Clinton and Ella Brown. It 
remained their home until the 1970's, and has had a series of short-term 
owners since that time.6 Beginning in 1971, the area around the home 
place has been developed into the residential neighborhood of Willow 
Hills, and the farm road (which led east from Hill Road to the old house) 
became Willow Hill Road.7 In 1985, the residual •4.04 acre property was 
purchased by Bethel Bible Church, and the divided house. is now occupied- by 
members of the church.a Its closest parallel in Prince George's County is 
Navajo (78-22), built circa 1880 by carpenter John C. Wyvill for William 
B. Clagett. Navajo, however, has a central cross gable and more ornate 
detail; it also has a kitchen ell attached to the rear elevation. 
Glenway, the Webb-Brown house, is a noticeable landmark in a developed 
area, and a rare example of this type of post-Civil War frame farmhouse. 

Notes: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Prince George's County Will TT#1:424; Deed ON#2:168. 

Prince George's County Deeds FS#1:365; HB#3:822; cf. also tax 
assessments 1861-1900. 

Prince George's County Deed JB#8:256. 

Prince George's County Equity #2382; Prince George's County Deeds 
JB#8:253, 256. 

Prince George's County Will WTD#2:208. 

Cf. Chain of Title. 

Prince George's County Plats #91:100, #95:82. 



9. - Major Bibliographical References Survey No.P.G.#72):-16 

See Notes, Item #8 
Chain of title 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acrugeofnomlnated~rty 1 acre + 3.04 acres 
Quadl'8ngle n11me Was 1 ngton East 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

Tax Map#66, Parcel 97 
~uadrangle scale------

ALU I I I I I I I I I aw 11, 1 11,1, 
Zone Easting Northing zone Easting Northlne 

c Li...J .__! _! --
D L..WI --'----' I I 

E LU _I _1 __ _ F LU I I II - .._....... ___ _ 
G LU _, __ 1 __ _ HLIJ I I 

Verbal boundary description and Justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

atllte code county code 

atllte code county code 

11. Form Prepared By · 

n11mettltle Susan G. Pearl Research/Architectural Historian 

organization P.G.County Historic Preservation Comm. date June 1988 

street & number c/o MNCPPC~ 4010 CAB telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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Deed 

CJIA IN 01'' .fl ..:'LE 

13 .... ~RHY-r.:c JG;;;L lI OUSE 

P . G. # 72/.-16 
" 

Brnest Graybeal et ux to Willia"TI & 
Kathleen McKeel ; 4 . 04 acres , residue of 
41 acre trnct described in 518:382 

''/alter C. and Dorothy Drown to Ernest 
Gr;:i.;vbeHl et ux; pnrcels 2 & 3 of JJot {f8 , 
fa.rl'!l of Richard l'' . Rro·.rm 

~~::- -: ""·~ ;i ~" ·'r:] : ~ ""' , !Jr~ ;: ~:..ni 

:i.fe i)o.roth.' ; - : t ::3 , ~ 1 . 34 "cres of 
Richard'!:-' . Hro·:.-n ' s Js-·1-:e , devised to his 
children ~lla & ~alter C. oy will , 

','{·~-:> '.!2 : 208 

Richa::-d ;., . nro-.·m' t ~ s "';::\tor : i "te;'llS .!3 ' 9 & 10. 
di vision of tes i; ·1t ors dwelling house and 
fr-trrn " Hichnr-<l i' . Brovm ' s PRrt of Carroll 
Manor" in Seat :.Oleasant district ; to son 
'.'/alter Clinton Brovm , iihe wcs t hal..1.' o:' -che 
house on Lot ;/8 ( 41. 34 acres); "to dau._:h ter 
Ella east half of same house, t~e longi­
tudinal center of the downstairs hall beine 
the dividing line ; to l~lla & \"I . Clinton, Lot 
#8 , 41 . 34 acres, exclusive of house thereon • 

Duck3-:t Pc ·.hlson, 1,;rus tees , to Richard 
~· . ~ro·vr. ; trus"tces apnointed "to sell real 
es ~r.: te o:: '/illia.m B . '!ebb , "Squi t:v ~2382 ; 
213 :1Cr~s , i ir: teres t in "the lan:l conveved 
b\• !:.lonzo Derry to john F . "!eob , :nth Jr of 
'In . -q • .'ebb • 

":'"·1'Tlo~~e , J:':!!'lry ~nd John S . ·::ebb to 
:rti~hn!'d -:!' . 13ro-:m ; o'ther i int~resii in 213 
acres of l:md of •;,'illimn n . '.'/ebb , cf . ?bove . 

Alonzo & Virginia Berry to~ Jenn P. 
"/ebb; 213 acres , p?-rt of C?.rrolls !.lanor ; 
same land conveyed to Virginia Berry in 
3'S#1 : 365 " 

John "S . Berry, .Jr . 'tO Virginia ·:1 . 
Berry , .ri..:'e of Alonzo :3err.v ; 213 acres, 
part of Carrolls l.ianor 

' • 
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ON#2:168 
13 July 1854 
Deed 

:12: Jt 1 : 4 2 4 
21 :Dec 1827 
'.'/ill 

Chain of ~itle, con~'d 
,..., ,. ,. 1 i· P G "7?!.Y 16 )erry-: .. c:.ee io'...lse,. • .:;.= .,,.-

John E. Berry Sr. and 5 sons to son 
Jo!1n E. Berry Jr.; ca. 200 acres of Car.!'olls 
Manor where JEB Jr. now· lives; ·;1!iereas Ben­
jamin Berry devised to JEB Sr(during his life 
and to his sons after his death) part of 
Carrolls Nlanor, purchased by J~rer.'.liah Berry 
from Charles Carroll of Carrollton, part of 
which is no·N in the possession of JEB Jr.; 
and -.vhereas JEB Sr. has agreed to relin­
quish his life es~ate to his sons; now 
father and sons 6rant land to John E. Berry Jr. 

'=.'est'1tor, Benjamin Berry; to son John 'S. 
~erry (and then ~o his so~s 2:ter his 
de;-:."ch) all the lands adjoining :r.:t;\' home 
Incie:!:1endence, purchased by ny :fath-:=r from 
Charles Cnrroll of Carroll-con 



11 roposed 72A-16 

l'he Berry-TiicKeel house (Carroll ivianor) 

7600 Willow Hill~ Drive, Seat Pleasant, Md. 

Priv/occ/res/fair-good c. 4 ::tcres 

(mid-19th c.) 

'!'he Berry-IilcKeel house is A. tv!O-story frrnne house with 

r:n hle roof. ~he main olock has a five-bay sou th fac::irj e vri th 

<mt; r8nce in the central o;:iy; the double door has n trnnsom 

~1nrl. en tat>ln. ture vri th console brackets. At the we-:c; t ;at)le 

end ar'~ t vo chimneys: one exterior on the north slope, and 

one interior on the south slope. A one-story porch ·Nith 

orncke terl. posts s rnns the sou th f ;:i.c~iae of Ghis main block, 

'!Dd the cornice is sunported with ooth small and console 

br;:ickets. A two-bay win~ eKt~nds to the Bst; its slightly ~ 
•r·/ 

Jo·,ver .",-'l t>le roof has unequn.l pl::rnes. c 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #72A-16 Building Date: ca. 1870 

Building Name: Webb-Brown House (Berry-McKeel House) 

Location: 7600 Willow Hill Drive, Seat Pleasant, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 
Description 

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling: it 
consists of a two-and-one-half-story main block attached to a lower two­
story wing which has a cat-slide roof. The main block is five bays by two 
bays, with entrance in the central bay of the five-bay main south facade. 
The door has a two-pane transom, above which is a molded cornice supported 
by two jig-sawn console brackets; between the brackets are seven smaller 
molded modillions. The south facade is sheltered by a one-story facade-
wide porch, supported by chamfered posts with openwork jigsawn brackets. 
The wood siding of the main block is sheathed with white asbestos shingle, 
and the gable roof is covered with pressed metal shingle. The cornice is 
boxed with crown molding, and returned at the gable ends. The long south 
cornice and the raking cornices at the gable ends are embellished with 
console brackets interspersed with small molded modillions; for every 
eight modillions, there is an ornate jigsawn console bracket. Extending 
to the east and inset from both the north and south elevations of the main 
block is a lower two-story wing: it has been extended in depth one bay to 
the north, forming a kitchen under the catslide roof. Beneath the wing is 
a cellar in which one can observe reused materials: hand-hewn beams bear­
ing plaster stains in random locations, indicating the application of 
lathing in an earlier use and location. 

Significance 

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling which 
is a noticeable landmark in a new residential subdivision. It is disting­
uished by its handsomely bracketed cornices and porch posts. The main 
block of this house was probably built by John F. Webb, a lawyer who 
purchased 213 acres of this land from the Berry family in 1870. Interior 
detail, where it survives, appears to be from the 1870's; it is probable 
that the kitchen wing was constructed from components of Berry's house, 
for it is composed of some early materials, clearly reused. The property 
was called, both by the Berrys and the Webbs, Glenway. During the first 
three quarters of this century,the house was owned and occupied by the 
family of Richard F. Brown; it has had a series of short-term owners since 
that time.6 Beginning in 1971, the area around the home place has been 
developed into the residential neighborhood of Willow Hills. In 1985, the 
residual 4.04 acre property was purchased by Bethel Bible Church, and the 
divided house is now occupied by members of the church. Glenway, the 
Webb-Brown house, is a noticeable landmark in a developed area, and a rare 
example of this type of post-Civil War frame farmhouse. 

Acreage: -4.04 acres 
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