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Property/District Name: The Webb-Brown House Survey Number:PG 72X-16
Project: Metrorail Extension: Addison Rd. to Largo Agency: MTA

Site visit by MHT Staff: _X no ___ yes Name Date

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: __A ___B X C __D Considerations: A B c D__E F G None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

The Webb-Brown House (also known as Glenway or the Berry-McKeel House) is located at 7600
Willow Hill Drive, just east of Seat Pleasant in Prince George's County, MD. The property,
which consists of a ca. 1870 frame farmhouse and several early 20th-century outbuildings, is
considered eligible for individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part frame dwelling consisting of a principal block and kitchen
wing and located on a high point of land in a now densely developed residential subdivision.
The main block of the house is a 2-1/2-story, five-bay, central-passage-plan structure. It
sits upon a low brick foundation, is covered with a gable roof with a brick end chimney and
a bracketed cornice. A five-bay porch with chamfered posts and open-work, jigsawn brackets
extends across the facade and shelters the central entry, articulated by a bracketed

rround. The interior is divided into three rooms off of a central corridor (one large
_4rlor on the west and two smaller parlors on the east).

The kitchen wing is a two-bay frame wing extending off the east end wall of the main block
of the house. It is set upon a raised brick foundation and is covered with a catslide roof
with two chimneys located between the wing and the main block of the house. The interior of
the wing consists of one room and shows evidence of having been built with re-used, early to
mid-19th-century materials. North of the house is a non-contributing concrete block garage,
and southeast of the house is a non-contributing concrete block implement shed.

The house was built ca. 1870 by then-owner John F. Webb on property which was already
improved in the early 1850s with a house; based upon architectural findings, it is likely
that the kitchen wing was built using materials salvaged from the earlier house on the site.
Following Webb’s death, the property was sold, in 1899, to Richard Brown who farmed the land;
the property remained in Brown family hands until the 1970s. The property survives as a
noticeable landmark in a developed area, and a rare example of a post-Civil-War-era
farmhouse. The property qualifies for listing on the National Register under Criterion C.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:Project Review and Compliance

Prepared by:Susan G. Pearl, MHT form, 1988; Margaret Slater, Historic Preservation
Specialist, Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc., "Assessment of Effects to

Architectural /Historical Properties Pursuant to 36 CFR 800, Proposed Addison Road to lLargo

Town Center Metrorail Extension, Prince George'’'s County, MD.", 1996.

Kimberly Prothro Williams June 20, 1996
— Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date
wR i;agram concurrence: é yves no not applicabljﬂ \
S Al

Rev1ewbr, NR pf@gram v Q?te




Survey No. PG-7%£-16

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT

900-1600

I. Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
X Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900

Late Woodland/Archaic A.D
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870

X Industrial /Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present

Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
IIT. Prehistoric Period Themes: Iv. Historic Period Themes:
Subsistence Agriculture
Settlement X Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
and Community Planning
Political Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion
Environmental Adaptation Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation
V. Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

Known Design Source:




Survey No. P.G.#72f-16

. N Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust .
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Glenway (Berry-McKeel House)
and/or common Webb-Brown House (preferred)
2. Location
street & number 7600 Willow Hill Drive —_ not for publication
clty, town Seat Pleasant — vicinity of congressional district 5
state faryland county Prince Georg's
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district -—— public — OCcupied —— agricuiture — museum
— building(s) __ private — unoccupied —__ commercial — . park
— structure —— both —— work in progress — educational — private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
— object — in process —— yes: restricted —— government — scientific
—— being considered —— yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
___not applicable — _no — military ___ other:

4- OWl‘IeI' Of Propeﬂy (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Bethel Bible Church
street & number 2101 Shadyside Avenue telephone no.:
city, town Suitland state and zip code Maryland 20746

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince Georg's County Courthouse liber 6053
street & number Main Street folio 775
city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =mistorical surveys

 title Prince Georage's County Historic Sites and Districts Plan

date July 1981 : — _federal ___state _X county ___ local

depository for survey records  Prince Georgds County Historic Preservation Commission c/o MNCPPC

clity, town  Upper Marlboro state Maryland
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7. Description Survey No.
Condition Check one Check one )
— excelient _ deteriorated _____ unaltered —__ original site
—- good —ruins X aitered — moved date of move
X_ tair —— unexposed

* Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling which
stands on a high point of land in a densely developed new residential
subdivision. It consists of a two-and-one-half-story main block which is
attached to a Tower two-story wing which has a cat-slide roof. The house
is distinquished by its handsomely bracketed cornice and porch posts.

The main block is five bays by two bays, with entrance in the central
bay of the five-bay main south facade. Entrance is through a double
glazed door, each leaf having 15 panes. The door has a plain board
surround. There is a large two-pane transom, above which is a molded
cornice supported by two jig-sawn console brackets; between the brackets
are seven smaller molded modillions. The south facade is sheltered by a
one-story hip-roof facade-wide porch. The porch is supported by chamfered
posts with openwork jigsawn brackets; the posts rest on brick piers. The
porch rests on a brick foundation.

The wood siding of the main block is sheathed with white asbestos
shingle. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash with plain board surrounds and
molded lintels. On the first story of the south facade, the four window
openings consist of one 6/6 windows over molded panels. There are no
shutters.

The gable roof is covered with pressed metal shingle. The cornice is
boxed with crown molding, and returned at the gable ends. The long south
cornice and the raking cornices at the gable ends are embellished with
console brackets interspersed with small molded modillions; for every
eight modillions, there is an ornate Jigsawn console bracket. Beneath the
brackets is a scalloped board frieze. An interior brick chimney
rises from the south plane of the roof at the west gable end. At each of
the other three corresponding locations there is an exterior brick stove
chimney. The house rests on a brick foundation; there is basement under
the west section of the main block. ‘

A small two-by-two-bay one-story kitchen wing extends north from
northwest corner of and at the right angles to the main block. There is
an enclosed porch on its east facade. Entrance to the kitchen is in the
second bay of this east facade.

Interior plan of the main block is central stairhall with a large
parlor on the west and two small parlors in the east. The open string
stair rises along the west wall of the stairhall. It has a heavy turned
newel with mitred cap, and turned balusters. Vertical wainscoting
sheathes the spandrel.
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Most of the interior walls have been panelled, and fireplaces have
been closed. The floors are covered with linoleum, but the baseboards
with their crown moldings are intact. The molded surrounds of doors and
windows are also intact; they feature bold cyma reversa and astragal
moldings.

Extending to the east and inset from both the north and south
elevations of the main block is a lower two-story wing. It is roughly two
bays by two bays, with entrance in the eastmost bay of the south facade,
sheltered by a shallow one-story porch with bracketed posts. The first
bay of this south facade is a one-story hip-roof semi-octagonal bay. The
wing has been extended in depth one bay to the north, forming a kitchen
under the catslide roof.

Siding of the wing is the same as the main block. Windows are 2/2 on
the main south facade and 6/6 double hung sash on other elevations, with
plain board surrounds and molded lintels. The narrow cornice has a plain
board frieze and no brackets.

The main part of the wing consists of one room. Surrounds of doors
and windows are grooved, with bullseye corner blocks. There is a plain
wood mantel with plain shelf in the west interior wall. A boxed stair
rises (toward the north) along the east exterior wall of this room.
Beneath this stair is a stair to the cellar enclosed in the brick
foundation of the wing. In this cellar one can observe reused materials:
hand-hewn beams bearing plaster stains in random locations (on the Tower
edges of some and on the vertical sides of others), indicating the
application of lathing in an earlier use and location. The sill beams of
the wing are circular sawn.

The house stands on a high terraced knoll framed by old oaks, pines
and hollies. It is approached from Willow Hill Road by an unpaved drive.
Behind, to the north of the house is a molded concrete block garage,
side-gabled with a gray asbestos shingle roof. Southeast of the house and
to the east of the drive is a concrete block implement shed with a red
standing-seam metal roof.



8. Significance Survey No.  PG#72K-16

Significance—Check and justify below haion

’__.ﬂofehistoric ‘_".;c‘:\‘eol:gy-prehlstoric —— community planning ___ :andscape architecture ___ :: : gn“
— '1’400'-1 499 ___ archeology-historic —— conservation S ?w , _— e
— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture — economics — literature —— sculpr
— 1600-1699 __X architecture —__ education - milit‘ary — soclal
— 1700-1799 art —— engineering —_— m':::, ;:o - puman

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce _le::ll‘:rt:;lon/umemem - :o lltlcs/pgo yv R transportatlon)
—__ 900- —_ unications —_ —_— men —_— , ,

! comm — invention —— other (specify

Specific dates ca. 1870 Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _B _C _D

and/or . .
Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E _F _ |
Level of Significance: _ national A_state __local

i d
Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history an
support.

The Webb-Brown House i; a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling which
is a noticeable landmark in a new residential subdivision. It is
distinguished by its handsomely bracketed cornices and porch posts.

land was part of a tract called Carroll Manor owned by the Berry family in
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. - There was a house on
the property by the early 1850's, for when John E. Berry, Sr., deeded it
to his son in 1854, John E. Berry, Jr., was already residing there.l The
213-acre farm passed to Alonzo Berry (John E. Berry, Jr.'s brother) in the
early 1860's, and in 1870 to Tawyer John F. Webb. "It was called, both by
the Berrys and the Webbs, Glenway.Z It was probably.Webb who built the
main block of the house, for the interior detail, where it survives,
appears to be from the 1870's. It is probable that the kitchen wing was
constructed from components of John E. Berry's house, for it is composed
of some early materials, clearly reused.

creditors brought suit against her for non-payment of debts. The Court of
Equity ordered that Glenway be sold; Joseph S. Wilson and Marion Duckett
were appointed to make the sale. The pProperty was described as improved
by a large dwelling house, a large barn and all other necessary
outbuildings. In December 1899, they sold William B. Webb's one-half

interest in the farm to Richard F. Brown, and at the same time, Charlotte
Webb sold her interest to Brown also.4

Richard Brown farmed the land and raised twelve children in the large
farmhouse. Before his death in 1929, he subdivided the property and
devised the various parcels to his children. THe house at that time was
occupied by his son Clinton and daughter Ella. Richard Brown specified

i
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Scatement of Significance (continued)

that the house should be divided between them, with the longitudinal
center of the downstairs hall being the dividing line. Clinton was to own
and occupy the west half of the house, and to keep his brother Emmit with
him; Ella was to own and occupy the east half, and she was to allow any of
her unmarried sisters to live with her. The 41-acre parcel in which the
house stood was to be owned jointly by Clinton and Ella Brown. It
remained their home until the 1970's, and has had a series of short-term
owners since that time.® Beginning in 1971, the area around the home
place has been developed into the residential neighborhood of Willow
Hills, and the farm road_(which led east from Hill Road to the old house)
became Willow Hill Road./ 1In 1985, the residual+4.04 acre property was
purchased by Bethel Bible Church, and the divided house_is now occupied by
members of the church.8 Its closest parallel in Prince George's County is
Navajo (78-22), built circa 1880 by carpenter John C. Wyvill for William
B. Clagett. Navajo, however, has a central cross gable and more ornate
detail; it also has a kitchen ell attached to the rear elevation.

Glenway, the Webb-Brown house, is a noticeable landmark in a developed
area, and a rare example of this type of post-Civil War frame farmhouse.

Notes:
1 Prince George's County Will TT#1:424; Deed ON#2:168.

2 Prince George's County Deeds FS#1:365; HB#3:822; cf. also tax
assessments 1861-1900.

3 Prince George's County Deed JB#8:256.

4 Prince George's County Equity #2382; Prince George's County Deeds
JB#8:253, 256.

5  Prince George's County Will WTD#2:208.
6 Cf. Chain of Title.
7 Prince George's County Plats #91:100, #95:82.
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9.  Major Bibliographical References Survey No.P.G.#72K-16

See Notes, Item #8
Chain of title

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated 1 acre + 3.04 acres Tax Map#66, Parcel 97
Washington East .
Quadrangle name Quadnngle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries
state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Susan G. Pearl Research/Architectural Historian

organization P.G.County Historic Preservation Comm. date June 1988

street & number C/0 MNCPPC, 4010 CAB telephone 952-3521

cityortown Upper Marlboro state v, 1504

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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Proposed T2A-16

“he Berry-lcKeel house (Carroll ianor) (mid-19th c.)

7600 Willow Hill Drive, Seat Pleasant, Md.

priv/oce/res/Tair-good c. 4 acres

The Berry-bicKeel house is a two-story frame house with
~nble roof. The main oblock nas a five-bay south facade with
ontrance in the central nay; the double door has a transom
'nd entablature with console brackets., At the west jable
end ar= tvo chimnevs: one exterior on the north slope, and
ome inbterior on the south slope. A one-story porch with
nracketed posts spans the south facnde of this main block,
smd the cornice is suvnported with ooth small and console
brackets. A two-bay wing ext:nds to the mast; its slightly

lower ,-able roof has unequal planes.

"The land on which this house stands was known as Carroll

tnnor: Jeremiah Berry purcnased a portion or the tract tfrom
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and passed it down through

1is ifamily. There was a house on the property by the early
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: _P.G. #72K-16 Building Date: _ca. 1870

Building Name: _Webb-Brown House (Berry-McKeel House)

Location: 7600 Willow Hill Drive, Seat Pleasant, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible
Description

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling; it
consists of a two-and-one-half-story main block attached to a lTower two-
story wing which has a cat-slide roof. The main block is five bays by two
bays, with entrance in the central bay of the five-bay main south facade.
The door has a two-pane transom, above which is a molded cornice supported
by two jig-sawn console brackets; between the brackets are seven smaller
molded modillions. The south facade is sheltered by a one-story facade-
wide porch, = supported by chamfered posts with openwork jigsawn brackets.
The wood siding of the main block is sheathed with white asbestos shingle,
and the gable roof is covered with pressed metal shingle. The cornice is
boxed with crown molding, and returned at the gable ends. The long south
cornice and the raking cornices at the gablie ends are embellished with
console brackets interspersed with small molded modillions; for every
eight modillions, there is an ornate jigsawn console bracket. Extending
to the east and inset from both the north and south elevations of the main
block is a lower two-story wing; it has been extended in depth one bay to
the north, forming a kitchen under the catslide roof. Beneath the wing is
a cellar in which one can observe reused materials: hand-hewn beams bear-
ing plaster stains in random locations, indicating the application of
lathing in an earlier use and location.

Significance

The Webb-Brown House is a two-part side-gabled frame dwelling which
is a noticeable landmark in a new residential subdivision. It is disting-
uished by its handsomely bracketed cornices and porch posts. The main
block of this house was probably built by John F. Webb, a Tawyer who
purchased 213 acres of this land from the Berry family in 1870. Interior
detail, where it survives, appears to be from the 1870's; it is probable
that the kitchen wing was constructed from components of Berry's house,
for it is composed of some early materials, clearly reused. The property
was called, both by the Berrys and the Webbs, Glenway. During the first
three quarters of this century,the house was owned and occupied by the
family of Richard F. Brown; it has had a series of short-term owners since
that time.® Beginning in 1971, the area around the home place has been
developed into the residential neighborhood of Willow Hills. 1In 1985, the
residual 4.04 acre property was purchased by Bethel Bible Church, and the
divided house is now occupied by members of the church. Glenway, the
Webb-Brown house, is a noticeable landmark in a developed area, and a rare
example of this type of post-Civil War frame farmhouse.

Acreage: -4.04 acres
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
& I': )
Théf‘-uﬁerw—mcl{eel house is a two-sfory frame house with
gable roof. The main block hes a five=bay south fscade with
entrance™in the centrnl bay; the doublé door has a fransom
and entablature with console brackets., At the west gable
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end are two chimneys: one ext:rior on bthe north slope, and
one interior on the south slope. /A one-story porch with
bracketed posts spans the south fncede of this main block,
and the cornice is supporisd with both small and console
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brackels, A two=bay wing oxitends Lo Lhe east; its slightly
lower gable rool’ has unequel planes,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The land on which this house stands was lnown as Carroll
Manor; Jeremiah Perry purchagsed a portion of the tract from
Charles Carrolil of Csarrollton, and pa: ed it down through
his family. There woe a house on the property by the early
1850's, for when John ™., Derry, Br., deeded it to his son in
1854, the youngoer Berry wae already residing there,'! The
main block appenrs to have been byilt at approximately this
pericd; the east wing, howevar, is puzzling, for although
ite luterior trim appears Lo be [rom labter in the nineteenth
century, the cellar ‘raming is clesarly reused material: the
hand-hewn besms bear plrster stains in random locations
(.89 On lower edges of some, on vertical sides of others)
indiecating the applicaltion of lathing at an earlier time.
e position ofthe echimmeys between the main block and the
ing fugpestis that the wing wos reconstructed in its present
location before the building of the mnin house,

'e property passed to Alonzo Herry (John E. Berry.Jr.'s
brothgr) in the early 1860's, and in 1870 to lawyer John F,
Webb.“ ‘or most of the twentieth century it was the home of
the Tirown family, the 200+-acre farm being known as "Richard
P. Brown's part of Carrcll Manor", During much of this period,
the house wns divided (by will) down the center of the mAin
hallway, & brother and his wiga on one side, and his un~
married sisters on the other.” rhe house with several early
20th century outbuildings now standa on a four-acre lot,
completely surrounded by new subdivision houses., It is
being rerovated by new owners,

The Berry-McKeel house i A good example of an early-to-
mid-19th century farmhouse, with outsianding interior ang
exterior deteil.

Te Will 1112424 Deed ON#2:168
2+ Devds "S#1:365: HB#3:18223

5. Deed JB#8:253,2563 Will WED#2:208
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
hAnnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment cf individual property rights.
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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5362:186
2% Dec 1980
Deed

4073:440
20 Apr 1972

Deead

518:382
Deed

UTDE2:208
15 Aug 1929
Will

TRH8 257
28 Dea 1494
Tevedd

Ji: “'3 o :_",' =
Z8 Npe 1899
Deoed

HR#% :872
7 Sept 1870
Dead

#2365
29 Deg 1862
Need

CHIATN. G821 2Ly
WISRIY =M b7, Houss

i i - FL?Qﬂ-1 !.'

hrnest Graybeal of ug Lo willinm &
Knthleen leKeel; 4,04 seras, raiidue of
41 aecre trach deseribed in 518:%82

valter G, and Norothy Tirown o rnest
Graybesl of wes pareels 2 & % of lobt #8,
farm of Riohnred @, Draown

09 I (U LY o Gl her O Brown and

ke Dorothy's: ol 8, 41.%¢ acres of
Richard W, Brown's :atate, devised to his
ehildren "“lla & Walter . by will,
NIDr2:208

Richard . Brown, Lialator: itens 78,9 & 10,
division ol' testubors dwelling house and
farm "Richard ¥, Hrom's Part of Carroll
Manor! in Sent Plusasant digtricts; to son
frlter Clinton lirovm, the west hall of the
house on Lob 8 (41.34 acres); o daughter
Flla east half of same house, the longi-
tudinal center ol the downstairs hall being
tha dIviding Tines; 0 Mla & W.Clinton, Lot
48, 41.34 veres, exclusive of houge theroon.

mekons o Ad oty SR beas, A Riclhiard
Mo Brown; tmsboes appointed o sell peal
afbpbe off William U, debb, Wguity #2562
213 mperag, & intoresol in tHe Tond aoryevol
by Alonze ey to john I, Yebh, Uathsr of
ime "a Jebba

finrlotley lleery wnd John H. Webb o
Riehard 2. RBrowns orher & intireat in 213
acres ol 1snd of William R. Webb, ef. above.

Alonzo & Virginia Norry ta John W,
Webo; 213 acres, pnrt of Carrolls Manor;
same lond vonveyed to Virginia Berry in
MG#T 1365

John' B, Rerry, .Jr. ) Virginia W.
Berry, wi'e ol Alenzo lerry; 213 acres,
part of Carrells Hanor
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ON#2:168 |

13 July 1854

- Deed

"iy:424
21 Dec 1827
Waill

Chain of Title, cont'd
Jerry-lelecl House, P.U./T2)=16

John B. Berry Sr. and % sons to son
Jorin %. Barry Jr.; ca. 200 acres of Carrolls
Manor where JEB Jr. now livesi whereas Den=
jamin Berry devised to JBB Sr{during his life
and to his sons alfter nis death) part of
Carrolls Mnnor, purchased by Jeremiah Berry
from Charles Carroll of Carrollton, part of
which is now in the possession of JEB Jr.j
and whereas JEIR Sr, has agreed to reline-
quish his life estate o his sons; now

father and sons grant land to John B. Berry Jr.

Tagtator, Benjamin Berry; Uto son John H.
Berey (end then to his sons alter his
Apath) 11l the lends adjoining my home
Independence, purchased by my Pather Lrom
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
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