
P. G. #72J'.-17 
Samuel Hargrove house 
5907 K Street, Fairmount Heights, Md. 
Priv/Occ/Res/Good 

Circa (1910) 1918 

The Hargrove house is a handsome two-story brick hip­
roofed house, four bays on its long facade, with its narrow 
(two-bay) facade facing the street to the north. This main 
north facade, with double window in the first bay, and single 
window/door in the second, has elaborate molded brick dec­
oration. Above each opening is a segmental brick arch, and 
above the arch a row of pearl molding. Running horizontally 
across the ground level of the north facade, approximately 
at the center of and interrupted by both openings, is a wide 
band of molding consisting of two rows of oval-link chain, 
above which are two courses of three-torus moldings, above 
which are repeated the two rows of oval-link chain. At second 
level, the complete band described above is repeated twice, 
at the top and center of the two second-story windows. The 
band of molding at the lower part of the second-story windows 
consists.of three courses of alternating rosettes and patterned 
plaques; the same plaques alternate with a modified Greek 
meander to form the sills of these second-story windows. 

The Hargrove house is an outstanding component of the 
total black community of North Fairmount Heights. This 
area was subdivided in 1910, and in that year Samuel Har­
grove, a "Mulatto" and professional brick-mason from North 
Carolin~ purchased four lots. He became wellknown in the 
new community for his skill in brick-masonry, and by 1918 
had completed his commodious town house with a distinctive 
street facade. To this day his house is imrnediately notice­
able for its unusual and artistic molded-brick decoration, 
and is a significant element in this historic black corr~unity. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate· preferred name) 

historic Samuel Hargrove House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 5907 K Street 

city, town Fairmount Heights 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
___x building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

_vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
----*-no 

Sw.rvey No. P. G. 72X-l 7 

No • 1 7 3 8 0 0 5 7 0 4 

DOE _yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 5 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Cornelius Weeks· 

street & number 5901 K street - :~ (e_lepho~e no. : 

city,town Fairmount Hei~g_t~3,:;3 state and ztp'-code , Maryland 

s. Location of L.-egal ~Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P. G. Co. Courthouse 

l 'be -505 
i r 

street & number Main Street folio 19 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title None 

date _ federal _ state __ county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No ·P. G. 72)'-l 7 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various eleme'nts as it exists today.- _-, 

The Samuel Hargrove house is a very handsome two-story brick 
hip-roofed town-house, with its narrow (two-bay) facade facing the 
street to the north. The longer four-bay we~t facade h~s a one­
story flat-roofed porch sheltering the three original bays, of 
Which th~ central is a door; this porch is supported by brick-
pier columns~ · This porch has been extended one further bay to 
the south, and a staircase btiilt, in order to provide access to 
a later second-story door to a private apartment. Beyond this, 
there is a two-story shed roof addition extending the house to 
the south. The west long facade 'is highlighted by two four-band 
string courses of torus molded brick, one at ground level, the 
other at second story level. 

The two-bay north facade, with double window in the first 
bay, and single window/door in the second, is distinguished by 
very elaborate molded brick decoration. Above each window and 
door is a segmental brick arch, and above the arch a row of pearl 
molding, following and highlighting the line of the arch. Running 
horizontally across the ground level of the north facade (approxi­
mately at the center of the openings and interrupted by the double 
window and then by the door) is a wide band of molding consisting 
of two rows of oval-link chain, above which are two courses of 
three-torus moldings, above which are repeated the two rows of 
oval-link chain. - -_ 

At second' level; the complete band described above is 
repeated twice, at the 'top and at the ·center of the two second­
story windows.· The-band of· molding which runs across this facade 
at the lower part of the second-story windows consists of three 
courses of alternating rosettes and patterned plaques. The same 
plaques alternate with a modi-fied Greek meander to· form the sills 
of these second-story windows. 

The arched wooden lintels of all openings have a carved 
scroll decoration; and the two doors (in the.second bays of both 
north and west facades) have one-light transoms. 



... 

8. Significance Survey No. P.G. 72,X-17 

•eriod Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

_archeology-prehistoric __ community planning _landscape architecture __ religion· 
_ archeology-historic __ conservation _ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
-X architecture _· _ education _ military __ social/ · 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce · _-_exploration/settlement_ philosophy __ theater 
_·_communications __ industry _politics/government __ transporta.tion 

_ invention .x- other (specify) 
Black History 

Specific dates 1910, 1918 Builder/Architect Samuel Hargrove 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
aiid/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B C 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Fairmount Heights, the first Black community to be 
established on the edge of Washington, was subdivided out 
of six farms which straddled the Prince George's County­
District of Columbia boundary. The first of six subdivisions 
was made in 1900, and families began to move into the new 
community as early as 1903. North Fairmount Heights, in 
which the subject house is located, was subdivided out of 
the John H. Wilson farm in 1910. In that year, Samuel 
Hargrove, a "Mulatto" and professional brick-mason from 
North Carolina, purchased four lots (#7-10 in Block F) in 
this newest subdivision. There was a small house on lot #10, 
where the present house now stands, but it is not certain 
whether this house was incorporated into the present house. 

Samuel Hargrove was well-known in his new corrmmnity for 
his skill in brick-masonry, and he soon began to build a 

large and dist inc ti ve house for his family~. He completed it 
in 1918; in that year, the assessed value of the house 
leaped to three times the value at which it had been -assessed 
consistently.since 1910, while the value of the lots them­
selves remained the same. The Hargrove house was now a 
commodious town house, with a distinctive street facade. 

The Hargrove house has to this day remained an outstanding 
component of the total community. The other buildings in its 
immediate vicinity are either flat roofed neo-Greek-Revival 
frame row house types, or bungalows from the 1920's and later. 
The Hargrove house is immediately noticeable for its unusual 
and artistic molded-brick decoration, and is a significant 
element in this historic black community. 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. P. G. 12,x-11 
P.G. Co. Deeds: #505-19; 392:337; 361:361; 361:61; 353:4; 60:345; 

20:590 
P.G. Tax Assessments, E.D. 13 and 18; 1909-1921 
Fairmount Heights - Yearbook - 1946; Conversation with Mr. Paul 
Morriss; P.G. Census, 1910 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl 

organization History Division, M-NCPPC date May 1983 

street & number 4811 Riverdale Road telephone 779-2011 

city or town Riverdale 
•. - ,. _ .• , - -~ l . . : 

state · ·Maryland ~ ' 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
·. . an Act of the Maryland Legislature "to be found ·in the Annotated 

Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The .. l?urvey and inventory are being prepared for inforll!ation and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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P. G. 72/-17 

Samuel Hargrove House 
Prince George's County, Md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1983 
West Elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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Samuel Hargrove House 
Prince George's County, Md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1983 
Northwest 3/4 Elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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Samuel Hargrove House 
Prince George's County, Md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1983 
North Elevation, Detail 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md . 


