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Northampton Slave ~uarters (Brick) 
Largo 
Site 

This one and a half story brick slave quarters consisted 
of two rooms downstairs, with a massive central chimney, 
and with a door in the facade leading into each room, 
This plan is similar to the one of the slave quarters at 
Brome Farm in St, 1.:ary's County, It was probably built to 
house two families. 
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fl DESCRIPTION 
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_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED _MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A photograph of this site was found during my investigation of 
the Historic American Buildings Survey records in the Prints and 
Photographs of the Library of Congress. In addition, there is another 
photograph of the opposite side of this house in Henry c. Forman's 
Tidewater Maryland Architecture and Gardens. Copies of these are 
included in this report. 

This is a one-story brick dwelling (common bond) with two doors 
and no windows in the front and rear lengths. Two small windows 
open into each gable ena. They are capped by segmental arches. 
Apparently, the openings were closed by laterally hung wooden shutters 
inside the house, since no other means were evident. One half of 
the roof is sheathed with tin, the other with wooden shingles. Through 
the middle of the roof ascends a large brick chimney. The photograph 
in Forman's book shows the small door in the gable end leading below 
the house, probably into a cellar. 

In plan, the downstairs probably consisted of two rooms, each 
warmed by back-to-back fireplaces. Upstairs there were also two 
rooms most likely. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_1900. 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 
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_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ~OTHER ~SPECIFY) 
Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES Probably first quarter 88~Di'!f~l\C~IfiYtury. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to Forman, this house was a "brick slave quarters on 
a duplex design." This identification appears to be accurate, based 
on its design. It is the only brick slave quarters duplex known 
to have been recorded in southern Maryland. From this survey, it 
appears that single family dwellings were the more typical, though 
this brick duplex constituted an important variation in house types. 
The Historic American Buildings Survey records gave no written 
description of this building, nor did they give the location of it 
in relation to the log slave dwelling at Northampton. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Tbis old photoj!.rapb s/Jov..•r NORTHAMPTON, Pri11ce George's Co1mry, tL:c. first 
satio11 of v.:/Jicl.' i.c bl!lietied to /Ja~·e been erected about 1700. Home of Lord f111rj.u . 
HABS, 1895. Belo'", the brick slm:e quarters on a duplex design and with Ct"ntr.11 
cbimn<'.'" Author, 1939. 

' ,. ,.,.,. G,·orge's Cou11ty
1 

James 
. . <·m. //, ,1bour 1698 built the 

r .. r1iu11 of MVLLIKJN'S DE
. ·UT, .cboru.:11 above. '"'ilfoog. 

: . . ,,r,· m.ipsbots of tbi· house 
·. •, r,•110<•.1tio11. Kirtley. 
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were later additions. The chimney on the left probably belonged to \\'illiam 
Srone's house. As is often the case in homes of this style, like the Leigb House, St. 
.\ Llry's Cirr, Stone's lodging was aftcrw:ml doubled in size. The porch and the 
wing on the right side with the pent roof-a perfect outshut-·arc probably cxcres-

; CL·ncc, of the nineteenth century. 
It is not difficult to guess the floor plan. A p;1ssage,rny extended the whole 

depth of one gable end, with a Great Room and a dining room at the chimney 
end. Later the dining room was extended ourw:ird and the outshut added. Up
-;tairs there were probably three tiny knock-heads and a slit passageway-reminis
cent of those in St. Barbara's, Mistress Troughron's domicile in Sr. Mary's City. 

But the original Stone house comprised only the Great Room and the front 
ur forepart of the passageway, '' hich may ha\.·e been used as a parlor. 

In Molly Srone's field there srood in recent times several tombstones, some of 
which had the name of Brauner. 

The passing of Poynton Ala11or from father to son by the name of Stone for 
;H least one hundred and fifty years may be traced in the old records. Governor 
\Vil!iarn Stone, the immigrant, was an eminent Lmdholder in St. Mary's City, the 
firsr c.1pital. He owned the earliest-known property in that city-East St. Mary's, 
or rhe Go\·ernor's Field. In 1647 he \vas accused of unlawfully taking ownership 
of the Cah-ert or Governor's house in this Field.1 In spire of that charge, the fol
lr111 ing year he became Governor and lived in the Calvert house a number of years. 
Jn trnrh, after Poy11to11 .lla11or was built, he possessed two homes-no doubt with 
all the inconveniences thereto attached -and for several years after his death the 
~eat in the Gov-crnor's Field in St. Mary's City was spoken of as Captain Stone's 
·,-,;,," at St. Mary's. 

In 1660 he died, leaving the aforementioned town house and land in the 
;\Luyhnd capital to his wife, Verlinda Cotton. She was to remain at the dwelling 
pbnt,irion at Poymon Manor during her wido\vhood. According to the terms of 
his \1·ill, 600 acres of this manor went to his daughter Elizabeth, wife of \Villiam 
C1kcrr, son of the first Governor, Leonard Calvert. Five hundred acres went to 
c.1ch "f his sons, Richard, John, and Mathew; and what remained of the manor 
11·.1s hc11ucathed to his oldest son, and residuary legatee, Thomas Stone. 

The d11 clling plantation next came into the possession of John Stone, son of 
CoHrnor \Yilliarn; and rhcn of Thomas and \Valter Stone, son of John, who 
\\ere to lm-c ecl'1:il shares in the dwelling ::rnd land, a 500-acre portion of Poynton 
\!,mor .. . \frcr his mother's death, \\'alter Stone was to own that part whereon 
rhe habir:ition stood. 

l j.1mcsto"'-'1l and St. Mary's, pp. 214, 215. 

SOUTHERN i\JARYLAND 127 \?(,;11 ·_-:c 
In Ii 25 the manor was diridcd into sections owncJ by Thunm Stone, \Villiam - -

Stone, ,\lat Stone, Gcrrad FO\d.;c, Jcs~e Doyne, and \Yilli:1111 Doyne. Da,·id ~tone. 
great-grandson of Gorernor \Villiam, is supposed to han: been !i,·ing at /'oymu11 
7Ha11u; ;H the time in which the dwelling\\ a~ dc~troyed and to ha,·e had it n:uuilr. 
His fir~t ,rife: \LIS ,\1ary I famon, sister of the Honorable Juhn I Limon, pre~idrnr 
of the Federal Congress in 1781, who lin·d at :\/ulberr.1Gro;:e11c;1r Port Tobacco. 
I 1is second ~pousc \Vas Elizaucth Jenifer, sister of the I Ionor.11Jlc Dani<:! of St. 
Thomas Jeniicr (1723-90). Thomas Stone, the "Signer" of "Ha\'Te de Ycnture," 

Charles County, was a son by his second wife. 
In short, from GO\·ernor \Villiam Stone's little two-room-and-loft cottage 

came one of the most distinguished families of the Cnitcd States. Our nation.ro~c 

from just such small beginnings as Poynton Manor. 

9. SPRIGG'S NORTHAMPTON AND 
L'ENFANT'S GARDEN 

ONE OF THE important estates of Prince George's County is Nortb11mpto11, 
a tract of 1000 acres surveyed on l\fay 26, 1673, for Thomas Sprigg I, born in 
Northamptomhire, England, and who later became High Sheriff, Justice, and 
Commissioner of Calvert County, l\1aryland. He was married twice, first to 
Katherine Roper, a sister-in-law of Governor \\'illiarn Stone of Maryland, then 
to Eleanor N1!rhall, a granddaughter of John Nuthall, who ov.·ned the Manor of 
Cornwaleys Crosse and St. Eli1.abeth's Manor near St. Mary's City. . 

When Sprigg died in J 704 he bequeathed to his son, Thomas II, "my dwelling 
home and all houses and land of 'Northampton' and 'Rolling' that I have not 
disposed of, and one part of five hundred acres of Jand I patented for me The 
Manor of Collington." In 1707, fifty acres of Nortbampton were possessed by 
Thomas Broohe, and 850 by Thomas Sprigg II. 

It is evident that the timber-framed gambrel-roofcd house which stood on 
the N orthamp! 011 tract had been erected by Thomas Sprigg I before his death in 
1704. The d\\ elling may very well have been sevenrccnth-centu~y in da~c. It was 
described ;is being 125 feet in length. Jn the forepart were a \\'1thdrawmg room, 
a lilmin·, ancl ;J dining room, all having high chimney pieces and wide, open fire

places. 'Ar rhc rear were bedrooms which were later lit by tall V~~torian~Got!1ic 
windows. l n 17 88-so it has been stated-a gambrel-roofcd addmon wnh tmy 
windows and broad clapboards was pl:iced nestling against a main gable. 
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At any rate, in 1909, after the abode had been decorated with enlarged Vic
tori;in dormers with curlicue rakes on their roofs, the entire structure was burned 

10 the ground. The old photograph (p. HS) was taken about fourteen years be
f,,rc the conflagration. After some study, we have cunccin:d the idea that perhap~ 
the left-hand portion with tiny windows and wide clapbu.mis was cn~cred bdort· 
the ~cction to the right, but certainty is dillicult when the study is ba~cd on only 
line photograph. The narrow clapboards on the larger part of the home may ha\'l' 
been replacements of the Victorian era. The first-floor windows with jalou~icJ 
~butters may have been enlarged. 

At N ortbampton once lived Samuel Sprigg, \vho was Governor of .\ !ary land 
irom 1819 to 1822. In 1811, on New Year's Day, he brought his bride, \"iolette 
LJnsdale, to this homestead; and in 1812 their daughter Sally "·as born. \\'hen 
the British military forces made their attack on \Yashington, they came to 1'orth
ampton and, out of regard for the helplessness of the young Violette and her babr, 
they refrained from burning the house. How different was war in those days! 
One wonders what a Nazi general or a Chinese Red would have done to Nortb
.m1pton, its bride and infant. 

President Madison took refuge here from the British after the Battle of 
Bbdcnsburg on August 14, 1814. Dr. John C. Fairfax, who in 1869 became Lord 
Fairfax, Twelfth Baron of Cameron, also made his home here. 

Bur perhaps the event most significant to Northampton was the visit of Pierre 
L'Enf ant, that great French engineer who planned the Federal City on the banks 
of the Potomac. I-le is credited with designing and laying out, in \vhole or in part, 
the gardens at Northampton in the year 1788-the date of the wing of the house. 
\Ve show on our plot plan (p. 128) what remained of these gardens about l 9 36. 

This is an old-fashioned rose garden in n:vo squares, enclosing circles and 
crescents. One of the crescent-shaped beds contains Chinese white roses. Pro
tecting the g:irdcn space on the north is a walkway lined by tall laurel and Rose
of-Sharon shrubs with thick trunks. 

Off to the south once stood a little brick schoolhouse, and to the west stands 
a "switch willow," grown up from a little switch planted over forty years ago. 
The great locust tree, adjacent to the rose beds, has a trunk covered with ivy 
<.entimentally l>rought from the Fairfax domicile, Leeds Castle, England. Down 

the hill and below the garden arc ~~_!~_:ge slavc_q_t.~~!.£!Une a brick duplex, the 
other with vertical-board walls, each having a central chimney. 


