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This is the site of a once-thriving Colonial town on the Patuxent River. 

Although siltation has since rendered the river unusable for navigation at this 

point, the town was once a tobacco landing. The most famous old building, the 

Queen Anne Tavern (shown in Henry Chandlee Forman's Tercentarv Historv), 

was a frame, gambrel-roofed structure which was burned by vandals in 1950. 

Several 19th and early 20th century structures remain in the village. 

Queen Anne was established as a port town in 1706 by an Act of the 

General Assembly, and there was a tavern at this location as early as 1711. 

Queen Anne was named as the site for one of the tobacco inspection 

warehouses in 1747, and was an important commercial center until the middle of 

the 19th century. From the early years, a ferry crossed the river between Anne 

Arundel and Prince George's Counties, and was a principal crossing point from 

Southern Prince George's County and Virginia to the city of Annapolis. At various 

times, the town featured tobacco warehouses, a ferry, taverns, and a race track 

nearby. George Washington recorded stopping here on his way to the 

Continental Congress in 177 4. The first bridge was built at Queen Anne in 1755. 

A second wood bridge was built in 1797 by local carpenter Colmore Duvall, but it 

was swept away by the great flood of June 1804. Duvall rebuilt the bridge and 

was reimbursed $150 by each county. Silting was always a problem with the 

upper Patuxent, and had to be repeatedly cleared to keep it navigable. 



Navigation above Queen Anne effectively ceased by the middle of the 19th 

century. The present bridge at Queen Anne was probably built c. 1890. 
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This was a thriving Colonial town, that featured at various 
times tobacco warehouses, a ferry, taverns, and a race track 
nearby. George Washington recorded stopping here on his way 
to the Continental Congress in 1774. 
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This is the site of a formerly-thriving Colonial town on 
the Patuxent River. The River has silted up badly through the 
years, and it is hard to believe that this was once a tobacco 
landing. The most famous old building, the Queen Anne Tavern 
(shown in H.C. Foreman's TERCENTARY HISTORY), was a frame, Gambrel
roofed structure, that was burned by vandals ca. 1950. Two old 
houses nearby are the Hopkins House and the Smith House. (See 
separate forms. ) 71.-iG c ·· 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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Dr. Joseph Kent (1779-1.837), of Prince 
George's County, was governor of Mary
land from 1826 to 1829. A native of Cal
vert County, he lived at Rose Mount, 
near Landovei: Courtesy of the Maryland 
Commission on Artistic Property 
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PRI~CE GEORGE'S COCNTY 

The BELLEFIELD newel-post, or the 
main stair that winds its wa.v to the attic, 
has leaves carved upon it. The balusters 
are Xineteenth Century work. "Belle
field" belonged to the Sim and Oden 
families. 

View of BELLEFIELD taken from the 
boxwood approach side and showing the 
one remaining wing ready to collapse. 
This wing contained the playroom for the 
children an<l one bedroom. 

This VJew shows the TA \'ERX AT 
QUEEN A..'-"XE, now Hardesty, on the 
Patuxent River. George Washington re
cords a number of visits here. The house 
has settled away from the chimney. 



p G-· 7 '-'/ B I "Z. 

EARLY MANOR 
AND 

PLANTATION HOUSES 
OF 

MARYLAND 

An Architeclural and Historical Co1npendium, 1634-1800, 
with three hundred l\venty photqgraphs and one hundred 
forty-five plans, details and sketches ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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~1 . Arch., Ph.D . (Fine Arts), Litt.D. (H istory and Archaeology) 
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