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Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)
Background

A DOE was first carried out for the buildings examined in this study in 2001, in preparation for the then-planned Green Branch
Community Park Expansion. That original investigation recorded seven abandoned farm buildings. The dwelling historically
associated with the property, the c. 1840 W.W.W. Bowie House, burned in 1987. The 2001 DOE concluded that the surviving
agricultural structures were not eligible for National Register listing. Among the resources evaluated were four mid-20"
century tobacco barns.

In the years following that review, Southern Maryland tobacco barns have become a resource type of special interest to
preservationists. This is because of the 2001 tobacco buyout program that paid tobacco farmers to cease production and, as a
result, the majority of Southern Maryland’s barns quickly became obsolete. In recognition of the threat posed to these iconic
Southern Maryland structures, the National Trust for Historic Preservation named Tobacco Barns of Southern Maryland as one
of the nation’s 11 most endangered historic properties in 2004. That high-profile designation inspired scholarly interest in 20"
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century tobacco barns; a rural building type previously considered as an ordinary and common place. As part of the proposed
Green Branch Athletic Complex project, MHT asked that the four barns documented in 2001 be examined in the context of
evaluation criteria set out in the 2010 National Register of Historic Places multiple property nomination (Thursby and Schomig
2010: F5).

This DOE examines the four tobacco barns identified in the 2001 study, as well as one previously undocumented tobacco barn.
The earlier DOE left out the one structure, identified in this study as Barn 5, because it was located on a different parcel. As it
will be impacted by the proposed development it is included in this evaluation.

Description:

The 254-acre study area is located on the east side of Crain Highway (Rt. 301), south of Governor’s Bridge Road. Much of
this land is historically associated with the c¢. 1840 W.W.W. Bowie House (destroyed 1987). Four of the five barns are located
in open fields, in a manner consistent with their historical setting. Barn 4 (identified in the 2001 DOE as Structure 7) serves as
the exception. This barn is surrounded on three sides by a copse of new-growth woods, although the area was likely open at
the time of the barn’s construction.

Historically unpaved paths connected the barns. Some of these old routes are still visible, especially from aerial photographs.
Some are even remain traversable, but others are now partially or completely overgrown from lack of use.

Barn #1 (Structure 1 in 2001 DOE form):

Built between 1944 and 1957, this drive-through, center-aisle-plan barn measures 100’ x 40°. The ridge line of the badly
damaged, standing-seam- metal-clad roof runs north to south. The balloon-framed walls rest on a pier foundation infilled with
concrete blocks. Wall sheathing is random-width vertical board siding measuring between 6” and 1°. Siding is fixed to interior
4” x 2.5” horizontal rails with wire nails. An approximately %" gap between vertical boards allows for ventilation.
Approximately 50% of the siding is missing. The doors are also missing. Encroaching vines, trees and brush surround much
of the structure.

The barn is divided into four, 20’ bays with each bay containing four, 5’ rooms. The bays and rooms are 16 wide and
separated on each side by a 14’ center aisle. Each bay begins and ends with a toe-nailed downbrace that extends from the sill to
above the fifth tier pole. The barn is 8 tiers high. Common rafters rest on a thin false plate. Despite the long length of this
barn, there are no upper level wind braces. The absence of windbraces is at least a contributing reason for the condition of the
siding and roof.

All building material is light circular-sawn material, attached with wire nails. Interior posts are 6” square, formed by
assembling two, 2”’x 6” pieces of lumber. These are separated by a 2” gap used to receive tier poles. Interior posts rest ona 2’-
tall concrete piers. Sills measure 8”x 6”, segments of which are lap-joined and nailed together. Framing associated with three
of the former rooms is removed, and approximately 15% of the tiers poles are also gone, but the majority of the interior
framing remains intact and only beginning to exhibit damage from the extensive siding loss.

Rubble associated with a now-collapsed concrete block stripping shed is located at barn’s south end.
Barn #2 (Structure 4 in 2001 DOE form):

This badly over grown and deteriorated transverse-aisle plan barn measures 34” x 130°, and displays three building episodes.
This fact is not evident from the exterior due to re-siding and re-roofing, apparently associated with the last period of
construction. The oldest part probably dates to the second half of the 19™ century. Foundation material suggests the two later
sections were built at different times in the second quarter of the 20” century. The steeply pitched gable roof, mostly sheathed
in deteriorated standing seam metal, is oriented with the longitudinal axis running north to south. Doorways (now absent
doors) are located exclusively in the long east and west walls. The entire structure is sheathed with vertical siding with every
fourth or fifth board hinged at the top to open for ventilation. Approximately half of the wall sheathing is now missing and
much of that which remains is in poor condition.
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The period 1 barn forms the building’s north end. Measuring 34” x 50°, this 8-tier-high section features a 10’-wide center aisle,
flanked on either side by two 17’ x 20’ bays. Each of the four bays is divided into four, 5’ rooms. A 10” x 6” continuous sill
(except across the doorways) defines the aisles, bays and rooms. The sills use relatively short pieces of timber that are scarf-
joined and pegged together. The sills occasionally rest on ironstone piers, but in many areas the piers are removed and the
framing rests directly on the ground resulting in a substantial amount of rot.

All framing materials in the period [ barn, including sills (8” x 6”), posts (6” x 5”), down-braces (4” x6”), tier polls (3”-4” x
5”), and rafters, were fashioned with a circular saw. Downbraces extend from the sill up to immediately beneath the fourth
tier. The original vertical spacing between tier poles has been lengthened to just over 4’. The lateral tiers are joined to the
center posts by mortise and tenon joints, while the longitudinal members are removable, and supported by wood blocks
scabbed onto the sides of the vertical posts. According to long-time Calvert County tobacco farmer, Wilson Freeland, this
feature is known as a “tier pole cleat.” Many tier poles have been pulled out and some broken. Where present, secondary
framing material and tiers are generally in good condition, but in some areas a significant amount of siding, and non-structural
members have been removed, leaving only the timber-frame skeleton of the barn.

The center, period 2 section of the barn, measures 40° x 34°. Map evidence indicates this section, and the period 3 structure,
were both built between 1944 and 1957. Here the balioon-framed walls rest on a 2’-tall, coarsely textured, poured concrete

foundation. The interrupted wall sills measure 7.5” x 6”, with the 5 x 6” wall posts resting directly on the foundation. The
gaps between sill and posts has allowed for moisture penetration. As a result of this poor craftsmanship, the framing of this

section, which may be nearly a century later than the Period 1 barn, is in much worse condition.

The 10°-wide, long-wall doorways provide access to a transverse aisle (absent doors) that runs immediately adjacent to the end
wall of the period 1 structure. The remaining 30’ of this section is divided into six, 4’-5” rooms. The interior posts, which run
longitudinally down the center, are built up from two pieces of 4” x 6” lumber with a center gap, in the same fashion seen in
Barn 1. They rest on a low poured concrete pad. This section is 9 tiers high.

The partially collapsed remains of a concrete block, 30° x 15° stripping room projects from the east exterior wall of the period
2 structure. The stripping room could not be accessed from inside the barn. It appears contemporary with the barn’s third
building episode.

The period 3 building represents the last 40” of the structure’s south end. Originally four, 4’6” rooms were located on either
side of the center, 10’-wide, transverse aisle. The rooms on the south side of the aisle have been destroyed by arsonists.
Damage extends up into the rafters. Walls rest on a two-block high concrete block foundation. Blocks have a modern quality
and appear mid-century or possibly later. Again, the doors and much of the vertical siding is missing. The posts, tier poles and
tier cleats are the same types used in the period 2 section.

Barn #3: This 20" century center-aisle-plan barn is a collapsed ruin.

Barn #4 (Structure 7 on 2001 DOE form): Built between 1944 and 1957, this balloon-framed, center-aisle plan barn measures
100’ x 36°. It is by far the most intact of the study area’s five barns. The galvanized, sheet-metal-clad roof’s ridgeline runs
north to south. Double hinged doors are located in both of the gable ends. Walls are sheathed with 1’ wide siding with a 1.5”
gap between boards to allow for ventilation. Every sixth board is hinged at the side and opens like a door. Wall boards are
generally in good condition except for minor water damage near the base. The balloon-framed walls originally rested on sills
a top of concrete piers, but the foundation was later made continuous by the insertion of concrete blocks.

The interior features a 12’-wide aisle flanked on either side by a 12’-long room and bay system. There are five, 20’-long bays
divided into four, 5’ rooms. The barn is 8 tiers high. The room and tier system is largely intact. Horizontal tiers measure 2.5”
x 47, sills 7 47 x 6 147, and downbraces 4” x 6”. Downbraces are found at the beginning and end of each bay. They begin at
the sills, in both the rooms and the exterior wall, and rise up to engage their respective posts just beneath the level of the fourth
tier pole.
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All framing members are modern, circular-sawn pieces attached with wire nails. Again, the vertical posts are 6” square,
formed by assembling together two 2”x 6” pieces of lumber. These pieces of lumber are separated by a 2” gap used to receive
tier poles. The posts rest on concrete piers covered with wood.

Barn # 5 (not documented in 2001 DOE):

This structure dates to between 1944 and 1957. Vines and brush now cover much of this 38’ x 98’ center-aisle-plan barn, but
the internal structure remains mostly intact. It is in the second-best condition of the five barns examined in this study. The
metal-covered roof is in poor condition and, in some areas, missing. The roof’s ridgeline runs off axis with cardinal directions,
and is oriented roughly northwest to southeast. Upwards of 15% of the random-width vertical wall siding is absent, and a
significant number of other boards broken or otherwise damaged. It is the hinged ventilator boards that have been most
susceptible to removal.

The barn is eight tiers high and divided into five bays, each measuring slightly less than 20°. Exterior wall framing exclusively
uses hole-set utility poles. There is no foundation or sill structure associated with the exterior wall posts. On the interior, each
bay is also structurally defined by the presence of a utility pole. A 4” x 5 down brace is toe-nailed into each interior pole, 1’
above grade. It rises upward and is in turn toe-nailed into the exterior wall pole just below the fourth tier pole.

The barn’s 20 rooms, measuring slightly less than 4° long, and 13’ wide, are situated on either side of a 12’-wide center aisle.
Spray-painted numbers identify the rooms. Numbers increase from south to north. The paired board-and brace doors remain
in place, though in deteriorating condition, especially near the bottom. The vertical posts rest on 1’-6” poured concrete piers
that are in turn clad with wood.  The building’s exterior walls lack intermediate posts. The non-utility pole inner support
posts that create the bays are the same as those in the other barns. They are formed by nailing together two pieces of 2” x 6”

. lumber, separated by a small gap, with the gap space is used to receive the tier poles. On the pole posts, tier cleats attached to
the side of the pole suspend the tiers. Exterior walls lack secondary posts. Here the tier poles rest on the horizontal rails to
which the exterior siding is nailed. About 75% of the tier poles remain in place or still inside of the barn.

This barn is unique among the study’s five structures for being the only resource with an intact stripping room. Located in the
southwest interior corner and measuring 18’ (I) x 12” (w) x 8’ (h), the walls are structurally formed up from a combination of
horizontal and vertical siding . The room’s interior is sheathed with corrugated metal. The floor is dirt. A pedestrian opening
is located inside the barn, with vehicle access provided by a doorway (absent door) in the west side of the south gable end.
According to Martin, prior to the availability of electricity, stripping rooms were typically located in the north end of the barn
and had windows, because stripping required indirect light in order to property see the color of the leaf. This stripping room is
located in the south end and lacks windows, suggesting that the barn once was hooked up to electricity or some artificial light
source (Martin 1992, 38).

History and Significance:

The tobacco barn represents Southern Maryland’s most visible and iconic surviving symbol of the region’s 350 year
relationship with tobacco production. The paramount importance of tobacco to Southern Maryland’s economy, culture and
landscape cannot be overstated, and is well documented (see Kulikoff 1986; Middleton 1984). These distinctive buildings
represent the most common and enduring tangible artifact of tobacco culture, and through their various designs illustrate how
area tobacco farmers negotiated changing economic cycles, technology and farming practices (Ranzetta 2005, 82).

As previously stated, the National Trust for Historic Preservation named Tobacco Barns of Southern Maryland as one of the
nation’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in 2004. The attention the listing generated resulted in funding for barn
preservation projects and additional research and scholarship, culminating with the 2010 Multiple Property Documentation
Form, Tobacco Barns of Southern Maryland: Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s and St. Mary’s Counties. That
document brings together published and unpublished scholarship about tobacco culture in Maryland’s five southern counties.

. It also describes in valuable detail the various types of Maryland tobacco barns; examines each form in its historic context; and
provides a framework for evaluating and nominating tobacco barns to the National Register.
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Four of the five barns examined in this study are or, in the case of collapsed Barn #3 were, center-aisle-plan structures.
Christopher Martin’s 1991 and 1992 studies tobacco culture studies revealed how the center-aisle tobacco barn developed in
response to the widespread use of gasoline-powered tractors and trucks (Martin 1992, 39). Prior to 1900 barns were typically
smaller, measuring 20’ to 30” in width and about 36 feet in length, and usually constructed with a transverse plan with double
doors on the long walls. These smaller barns built amid the fields, which reflected the difficulty in moving tobacco. The crop
was not so much brought to the barn as the barn was built near the crop. The advent of trucks and tractors allowed the
cumbersome tobacco leaves to be transported directly into larger barns built in locations better suited to drying, i.e. open areas
or on higher elevation. The benefit of the new style of air-cure barmn was recognized by The University of Maryland
Agricultural Extension Service whose publications promoted the use of “drive-through barns” and lauded them for their labor-
saving benefits (Thursby and Schomig, E 54).

In contrast, Barn #2 is an older type known as a transverse aisle barn. It has door openings in the long walls. The continuous
interior aisle sills in the period 1 structure are typical of barns constructed before the ingress and egress of motorized vehicles
became a consideration. Although the period 2 and 3 sections maintain the transverse aisle plan of the original section,
continuous sills are absent. Instead interior vertical supports rest upon piers. The period 2 and 3 sections were built during the
mid-20® century when the accommodation of tractors or trucks would have been an important design consideration.

Three of the surviving barns in this study (Barn #1, #4 and #5) were built between 1944 and 1957. It was also during this
period that Barn #2 was expanded. The years following World War Il were a boom period for tobacco farmers. Demand for
tobacco greatly increased after the war in response to American and European demand for cigareite tobacco (Thursby and
Schomig, E 21).

National Register Eligibility

Barns #1, #3, #4 and #5 are associated with the historically important theme of tobacco production in Southern Maryland
1630-2005 (Criterion A) and representative of identified air-curing barn types constructed in Southern Maryland, 1790-1958
(Criterion C). These buildings are not potentially eligible under other criteria as there is no known association with persons
important in our past (Criterion B) or have the potential to reveal important information about history (Criterion D).

In addition to historical significance, tobacco barns must retain the majority of character-defining features, and have a
somewhat rural or agricultural setting in order to be eligible for the National Register. Because 20" century barns survive
greater numbers than their predecessors, integrity should be assessed more stringently than earlier and rarer examples. In
addition, a 20th century barns with an intact stripping room should be given weighted more heavily than on barn without this
feature (Thursby and Schomig: F1). The Maryland Historical Trust’s Determination of Eligibility database was reviewed as
part of this study, and no barns of this type and age, or with a commensurate level of deterioration as exhibited by all but one
structure in this study, have previously been found eligible for National Register listing.

Barn #1 is not eligible for National Register listing due to its deteriorated condition. About half of the exterior siding has been
lost, the doors are missing, the roof is damaged and the structure partially overgrown with vines and brush. In addition, the
stripping room has been demolished. It has greatly diminished integrity of materials, workmanship and feeling.

Barn #2 is the most architecturally interesting of the barns examined in this study for iflustrating changing framing techniques
over time. Specifically, how transition away from timber frame construction, with mortise and tenon joinery, to balloon frame
systems and wire nails. The use of simplified construction methods and a reliance on light-dimensioned construction material
dominated tobacco barn construction in the 20" century. The two systems are juxtaposed in this example.

The plan and building materials of the period 1 section are typical of construction practices associated with tobacco barns built
between 1830 and 1900." The complete use of circular sawn material, even for the larger timbers, suggests a date of
construction in the second half of the 19™ century. It likely originally had at least one stripping shed. The change in the height
of the tier poles is telling and probably reflects the adoption of the modern Type-32 tobacco species.
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This section’s 5°-room spacing system is considered highly unusual for a mid-to-late 19" century bam (Thursby and Schomig
2010: E49). The 5 unit, both for dwellings as well as agricultural buildings, has antecedents in 17" century building traditions,
but this metric for tobacco barns fell from practlce in favor of a four foot room in the last quarter of the 18" century. (Ranzetta
2005: 86). As such, this barn is interesting and raises questions about lingering building traditions, but it is not considered
typical. Do to this, as well as its overall poor condition, is not a good example of its type.

The period 2 and 3 sections reflect changing building practices in response to the use of tractors and other motorized vehicles.
For example, the absence of ground sills inside in this part of the structure allowed vehicle ingress/egress, and facilitated ease
of movement around barn’s interior. The construction methods used in these sections are typical for the period, but again are
not a good example of their type due to deterioration and arson.

This barn is not eligible due to diminished integrity of design, materials, workmanship and feeling. [ts overgrown situation
also undermines its integrity of association.

Barn #3 is clearly not eligible due to its complete state of collapse.

Barn #4 is in very good condition. Its feeling and association are somewhat compromised by the fact that it is not in a field,
but surrounded by woods, but other aspects of integrity are largely undiminished. Despite these merits, it is not recommended
as National Register eligible. Most likely built late in the second quarter of the 20™ century, this is a relatively late example of
a Southern Maryland tobacco barn, and may only fall within the Period of Significance (built before 1958) by as little as one
year. Center-aisie plan barns remain fairly common and survive in the largest numbers out of all tobacco barn types. No less
than seven barns of this type and in good condition are located within one-mile of this structure along Old Mill Lane. This
barn is an undistinguished example of its type. Evaluation guidelines state that the eligibility of 20" century barns should
weigh heavily in favor of those with an intact stripping room. That feature is absent in this example. Were it present this barn
would likely be considered eligible.

Barn # 5 has an intact interior, but damaged and deteriorated exterior. Although more siding survives here than in the case of
Barn #1, this structure has still lost a significant amount character-defining wall sheathing, and the roof is in far worse
condition. Vines and brush cover most of the exterior. Some of the roots are so large that they are displacing siding and even
vertical studs. In addition to issues of integrity, the barn’s construction using re-purposed, hole-set utility poles for principal
framing members is not typical building practice. These posts are set directly into the ground without use of sills, interrupted
or otherwise. Although this technique is not unheard of, it is not normal, meaning this structure is not a good representative of
its type. This fact seriously undermines its eligibility for listing under Criterion C. But as previously mentioned Barn #5
retains its stripping room and therefore was given extra consideration. Despite the presence of this feature, this barn is not
recommended as National Register eligible -- not just because of the Criterion C issues -- but also as a result of diminished
integrity of workmanship, materials and feeling resulting from the exterior’s dilapidated and over-grown condition.

Major Bibliographical References

Fowler, Floyd. 1992. Fairbanks-Morse Does Double Duty. Gas Engine Magazine. February/March 1992.

Hart, Jon Fraser, and Eugene Cotton Mather. 1961. The Character of Tobacco Barns and Their Role in the Tobacco Economy
of the United States. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 51(3): 274-93.

Kulikoff, Allan. 1986. Tobacco and Slaves: the Development of Southern Culture in the Chesapeake, 1680-1800. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press for the Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Va.

Martin, Christopher. 1991. Calvert County Tobacco Culture Survey Phase I1: Oral History and Folklife. Washington, D.C.:
Engineering-Science. Submitted to Calvert County Historic District Commission, Prince Frederick, MD.




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Continuation Sheet No. 6 eI

. 1992, Calvert County Tobacco Cultural Survey Phase I1I: Oral History and Folklife. Washington D.C.:
Engineering-Science. Submitted to Calvert County Historic District Commission, Prince Frederick, Md.

McGuire, Patricia J. 1990. “Tobacco on the Landscape: Calvert County’s Barns.” Patterson Points 5 (2&3):8.

Middleton. Arthur Pierce. 1984. Tobacco Coast: A Maritime History of Chesapeake Bay in the Colonial Era. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press. Original edition, Newport News, Va: Mariners’ Museum, 1953.

Ranzetta, Kirk E. I'm Goin” Down County: An Architectural Journey Through St. Mary’s County. Crownsville: Maryland
Historical Trust Press, 2010.

Ranzetta, Kirk E. 2005. The Myth of Agricultural Complacency: Tobacco Barns of St. Mary’s County, Maryland, 1790-
1890. In Building and Environments: Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture, vol.10, edited by Kenneth A. Breisch and
Alison K. Hoagland. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press.

Thursby, Lori, and Carrie Schomig. 2010. Tobacco Barns of Southern Maryland: Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince
George’s, and St. Mary’s Counties. National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form. Wilson,
Teresa, “Tobacco Barns: Bellwethers of Change.” Slackwater Vol V (2006): 57-73.



















Photograph Log

W.W.W. Bowie House Site (PG: 74B-2)
Determination of Eligibility evaluation related to Green Branch Athletic Complex Bond Bill
Photographs by Sherri Marsh Johns October 2013 and February 2014

Photographs, printed by Fromex Photo & Digital, using true black and white chemical process, printed
on llford black- and-white silver gelatin photograph paper and recorded on Verbatim UltraLife Archival
Grade DVD-R 24K with AZO with hard coat.

LN EWNE

AR
= o

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.

PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_1: Tobacco Barn #1, facing southwest
PG;74B-2_2014-04-10_2: Tobacco Barn #1, facing southeast
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_3: Tobacco Barn #1, framing detail facing north
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_4: Tobacco Barn #1, framing detail facing northwest
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_5: Tobacco Barn #1, facing detail of foundation
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_6: Tobacco Barn #2, facing northwest
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_7: Tobacco Barn #2, facing northeast
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_8: Tobacco Barn #2, facing southeast
PG;74B-2_2013-04-01_9: Tobacco Barn #2, period one side aisle entrance
PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_10: Tobacco Barn #2, interior aisle framing detail facing north
PG;74B-2_2013-04-01_11: Tobacco Barn #2, framing detail from period 1 section, looking south

towards period 2

PG;74B-2_2014-04-01_12: Tobacco Barn #2, period 1 section facing northeast
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stripping shed at left
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View from period 3 facing northeast at period 2 construction;
Tobacco Barn #2, foundation detail of period 2 section
Tobacco Barn #3 ruins
Tobacco Barn # 4, facing northeast
Tobacco Barn #4, facing south/southeast
Tobacco Barn #4, interior framing detail, facing north/northwest
Tobacco Barn #4, interior framing detail, facing south/southwest
Tobacco Barn #4, bay system framing detail
Tobacco Barn #4, corner framing detail
Tobacco Barn #5, facing northwest
Tobacco Barn #5, facing southwest
Tobacco Barn #5, interior facing northwest
Tobacco Barn #5, interior framing detail facing southwest,

Tobacco Barn # 5, stripping shed in northeast corner
Tobacco Barn #5, stripping shed interior
Tobacco Barn #5, framing detail of bay 8
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM no X _

Green Branch Community park
Expansion, WSSC Tract Prince George’s
County, (POS #3809-16-

Property Name: 549 MD200010221-0137) Inventory Number: PG74B-2
Address: 3705 N.E. Crain Highway City: Bowie Zip Code:
County: Prince George’s USGS Topographic Map:  Booco Rl

Owner: WSSC (Tract 6) Tax Map Page 55 Grids: F1,F2,F3 Page 56 Grids A1,A2, A3, A4

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number:
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning
Project:  Green Branch Community Park Expansion Agency: Commission
Site visit by MHT Staff: X no ___yes Name: Date:
Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended x
Criteria: A B_C D Considerations: A B C_ D E F G _x None

Is the property located within a historic district?x  no yes Name of district:

Is district listed? =~ no _ yes Determined eligible?  no yes District Inventory Number:

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: MHT State Historic Site Inventory Form for PG #74B-2 submitted by
Susan Pearl June 1988

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

This property, Green Branch Community Park Expansion, WSSC Tract, Prince George’s County (POS #3809-16549,
MD20010221-0137) consists of 254.02 acres located in Bowie, Maryland. It is the former site of the W.W.W. Bowie House
(PG74B-2). The W.W.W. Bowie House burned to the ground in the spring of 1987 and was determined ineligible for the
National Register of Historic Places in 1987. It has since been removed from the Inventory of the Prince George’s County
Historic Sites and District Plan.

Seven abandoned farm buildings have been documented on the property. All of the structures are mid-twentieth century farm
buildings. They are as follows:

Structure 1 is an early to mid twentieth century tobacco barn. It is located in the center of an agricultural field and is overgrown
with trees. The barn is 100 by 40 feet and rests on a cinder block foundation. The interior supports rest on poured concrete

piers. All lumber is circular sawn and is fastened with wire nails. There is a collapsed cinder block stripping shed attached to
the south elevation of the barn.

Eligibility not recommended /
riteria: A B_C D Considerations: A B C D E_F G __ None
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM

. Continuation Sheet No. 1 PG 74 g. s

Structure 2 is a mid twentieth century tobacco barn. It is overgrown by trees and is located in a wooded area. It is 60 by 40 feet
and rests on a cinder block foundation. The interior supports rest on poured concrete piers. All lumber is circular sawn and is
fastened with wire nails.

Structure 3 appears to be a corn house that has been altered and repaired several times. It is 32 by 24 feet. There is a ten foot
wide opening in each gable end. The interior foundation of the north half of the structure is two feet tall and is constructed of
limonite (ironstone). The rest of the structure rests on concrete piers and cinder block. There is some hand worked lumber,
however, the majority of the lumber is circular sawn. The roof is collapsed and the structure is very unstable.

Structure 4 is a mid-twentieth century tobacco barn that appears to have been built in three sections. It is 140 by 40 feet. The
barn rests on both poured concrete and cinder block foundations. The interior supports rest on poured concrete piers, cinder
blocks, and blocks of limonite. There is a 30 by 20 foot collapsed stripping house attached to the east side of the barn.

Structure 5 is a mid twentieth century tenant house. It is a 40 by 20 foot frame structure resting on poured concrete piers. All
lumber is circular sawn and fastened with wire nails. The structure may have been a duplex, however, the interior walls have
been demolished.

Structure 6 is mid twentieth century open garage or equipment shed. The three walls are cinderblock. All lumber is circular
sawn and fastened with wire nails.

Structure 7 is a mid twentieth century tobacco barn. It is 100 by 36 feet. The barn rests on a cinder block foundation. The
interior support posts rest on poured concrete piers. All lumber is circular sawn and is fastened with wire nails.

Prepared by: Donald K. Creveling Date Prepared:6/15/01




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name:Walter William Weems Bowie House
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: PG:74B-2 (PACS A224)

Property Address 3705 Crain Highway Northeast, Bowie vicinity, Prince George's County
Owner Name/Address Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
Year Built_circa 1840

Description:

The Walter William Weems Bowie House was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Park and Planning Commission
in 1981 and 1988. According to the 1988 form the house was completely destroyed by fire in 1987. The property remains
vacant.

National Register Evaluation:

The site of the William Walter Weems Bowie House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property
is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant
in the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with
persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. It is not eligible under
Criterion C, as the structure is no longer extant and the site of the structure does not retain sufficient integrity to represent
an important architectural trend or distinctive characteristics of a type or method of construction. Based upon the date of
construction and the property type, there is a likelihood that an archaeological component could exist on the property.
However, as no archaeological investigation has been conducted, the eligibility of the property under Criterion D cannot be
assessed at this time,

MHT CONCURRENCE: ;
Eligibility recommended g not recommended
Criteria A B W C D Cossiderations A B C D E F G None

Comments: \ —Z= XA A A

S s .
( eV w)}@ﬁ}_&% Lof21/49
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services /Daté RevieWe!, NR program Date
Preparer:

P.A.C. Spero & Company
September 1996




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name:Walter William Weems Bowie House
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: PG:74B-2 (PACS A224)

Property Address 3705 Crain Highway Northeast, Bowie vicinity, Prince George's County
Owner Name/Address_ Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
Year Built_circa 1840

Description:

The Walter William Weems Bowie House was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Park and Planning Commission
in 1981 and 1988. According to the 1988 form the house was completely destroyed by fire in 1987. The property remains
vacant.

National Register Evaluation:

The site of the William Walter Weems Bowie House is not 