
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY 

Property Name: Dr. John Peach House 
Survey No.: PG:748-3 

Property Address 3611 Mitchellville Road. Mitchellville vicinity, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address.~N~/A.!.,_ ___________________________ _ 

Year Built 1869 1882 demolished circa 1995 

Description: 

The Dr. John Peach House was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in 
1974, 1985 and 1986. The house, kitchen and outbuildings are no longer extant. The site on the east side of Mitchellville 
Road has been developed as a modem subdivision. The subdivision, known as Pin Oak Village, includes detached houses, 
townhouses and apartment buildings. A large apartment building is located where the house formerly stood. 

National Register Evaluation: 

The site of the Dr. John Peach House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not eligible 
under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in the 
development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons 
who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. The site is not eligible under 
Criterion C, as the structures are no longer extant and the site does not retain sufficient integrity to represent an important 
architectural trend or distinctive characteristics of a type or method of construction. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eli~ib~lity __ recomi:nended .....:....;__not reco~men~ed 
Cr1tena __ A B X_ c ~o, · , Cons1derat1ons __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 
Comments: '\:::::-:2~,(_) /,'· -N 
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.2fist~ric r:Preservation Tommission 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 8UILDING e UPPER MARLBORO, llD. 20772 e (301)9S2·H20 

September 8, 1987 

. ·MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: Marina King, Architectural Historian 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for the Evaluation of 74B-3, Forest Place 
or the Dr. John Peach House 

P.G. #74B-3, Forest Place or the Dr. John Peach House, and its 
environmental setting including the mature maple, linden and pin oak trees 
to its north and west, and its south service yard is recommended for desig­
nation as a County Historic Site. A complete delineation of the environ­
mental setting is attached. The criteria under which the house qualifies 
for Historic Site status include: 

lC: In that it is identified with its builder, Dr. John Peach 
(1835-1925), native of Mitchellville, Prince George's County and 
well-known in the Bowie/Mitchellville area as a physician and 
farmer. The property is still in the possession of Dr. Peach's 
descendants. 

Members of the Peach family have lived in the northeast 
part of the County since the second quarter of the 18th century. 
They are also identified with P.G. #71B-15, Fair Running, a 
County Historic Site, built in 1725 by Joseph Peach, great great 
grandfather of Dr. John Peach. Peach's father, Samuel Peach, is 
associated with P.G. #74A-9, Mt. Oak United Methodist Church, a 
Historic Resource. 

lD: In that it exemplifies the rural cultural and economic heritage 
of the County. The property functioned as a tobacco farm and in 
the early 20th century included a dairy. Although none of the 
19th century outbuildings remains except the kitchen, the set­
ting of the farm road encircling the house and its shade trees, 
the rear garden plot and 20th century outbuildings all convey 
information on the working of the 19th century farmstead and on 
the evolution of the farm's function through the three genera­
tions of the Peach family's ownership. 

2A: In that it embodies the distinctive characteristics of Victorian 
gable-front-and-wing plan farm dwelling, distinguished by north 
and west two story octagonal bays and a northeast false front, 
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disguising the shed roof kitchen wing. The only other example 
in the County of the use of a false front on a residence is at 
P.G. #878-20, the P.A. Bowen House. Fine interior features 
include a marbleized stone mantel in the west parlor and the 
bracketed ca. 1882 main stair. 

Forest Place was constructed in 1869 as a Hall and Parlor 
plan house with a west-facing entry. In 1882 a two-story wing, 
consisting of the central stair hall and an adjoining parlor, 
was added to the west facade of the house, giving it its present 
appearance and floor plan. 

Forest Place was covered with aluminum siding, and the 
decorative posts and brackets removed from the front porch in 
1954. The ca. 1929 porch at the east end of the house was 
enclosed at approximately the same time. These changes impact 
on the architectural integrity of the house; however, these are 
changes that are easily reversable. Historic photographs docu­
ment the appearance of the house, which remained essentially 
true to the 1882 remodeling, through the 1954 renovations. The 
National Register lists seven components to the concept of integ­
rity, which includes not only integrity of materials, which is 
in question here, but integrity of location, design, setting, 
workmanship, feeling and association. Forest Place maintains 
the majority of these integrity factors. 

Environmental Setting 
See attached map 

The environmental setting of slightly more than one acre 
comprises the minimllTI amount of land around the house that can 
be kept and still maintain the integrity of the house and its 
setting. The bounds include the north front yard up to the 
beginning of the entry lane to Mitchellville Road. The lane is 
not included within the environmental setting. On the west side 
of the house the bounds follow the base of the knoll on which 
the house is set, including the County Champion pin oak tree. 
This west boundary should be amended, subject to the opinion of 
an expert, to allow for enough area of non-disturbance to pro­
tect the pin oak tree. The south, rear boundary incorporates 
the immediate rear yard of the house and follows the ridge line 
before the first drop in elevation at the rear of the house. 
The east boundary includes the fann road and some of the black 
walnut stand beyond its eastern edge. 
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The original farmstead included fields and woods, and 
beyond the full circle of the old farm road to incorporate the 
dairy barn and its surrounding outbuildings. The proposed 
en~ironmental setting has been twice reduced, eliminating the 
circle of the farm road and the farm yard around the outbuild­
ings. The proposed environmental is the minimum that will 
retain the character of the farm house setting. 
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Secretary, DHCD 

TO: 

FROM: 

The Hon. Frank Casula, Chairman, Prince George's County Council 

Orlando Ridout V, Chief ~'-AM.~~\~ 
Office of Survey and Registration 

DATE: 25 January 1988 

SUBJECT: Dr. John Peach House (PG:74B-3) 

As the federally-designated state historic preservation office, the Maryland 
Historical Trust administers two programs for the documentation and recognition of 
the broad range of properties comprising the state's m~terial heritage. The National 
Register of Historic Places is the federal government's inventory of resources 
significant in history and culture at the national, state, or local level. The 
Maryland Inventory of Historic Sites complements the federal program, utilizing 
eligibility criteria which are modeled on those of the National Register, but 
requiring less extensive documentation and a less cumbersome designation process. 
These two programs enable better informed decisions concerning the effects of 
proposed development upon the fragile patrimony of our communities. 

Some of the properties included in the National Register and the Maryland 
inventory are landmarks of national importance, but the majority are resources 
whose significance is understood in a local context. The Dr. John Peach House is 
one such resource. While no event which changed the course of national history is 
known to have taken place there, no major historical figure visited the house, and 
it is not revered as a priceless architectural monument, it nevertheless meets the 
criteria of the Maryland Inventory, and its importance to the historical identity 
of its community is fully justified. 

The house, outbuildings, and setting reflect the agrarian tradition of Prince 
George's County, illustrating a phase in the historical development of the area. 
Thus it is "associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history." 

As the long-time residence of a prominent and well-remembered local physician, 
whose practice extended as far as Washington, D.C., the property meets criterion b, 
association "with the lives of persons significant in our past." 

Despite recent alterations, the house exemplifies a vernacular architectural 
form whose surviving numbers are few in the county and diminishing almost daily. 
It retains sufficient integrity to "embody the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction," and is therefore eligible under 

~-'-DepartmentofHOllSillgaD: Community De.dopment 
Shaw House, 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (JOI) 974-2212, 974-2438 

Temporary Address: Arnold Village Professional Center, 1517 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, Maryland 210!2 
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Criterion C. 

Any one of these associations would qualify the Dr. John Peach House for 
the Maryland Inventory; with significance under three criteria, the property 
is an especially worthy candidate. 

ORV/PEK/pc 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #74B-3 Bui 1 ding Date: ca. 1869, 1882 

Building Name: Dr. John Peach House, Forest Place 

Location: 3611 Mitchellville Road, Mitchellville, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

Forest Place is a two-story frame T-shaped gable-front-and-wing plan house. 
The origina1(1869) two-story three-bay cross-gable section faced west, but with 
the construction of the two-story west wing, circa 1882, the principal facade 
was reoriented to the north. A one-story semi-octagonal bay at the original 
north gable end was raised to two stories and a similar two-story bay was built 
at the new west gable end. The east wing (its north wall a false-front parapet) 
houses the present kitchen, replacing the 19th century kitchen which was moved 
to the east and stands as a detached building used for storage. In plan, the 
main door leads into a stair hall which leads in the east into the two parlors 
which formed the original 1869 house. To the west, at the foot of the stair­
case, a door leads into the west parlor which has a handsome marbleized stone 
fireplace on its east wall. 

Significance: 

Forest Place is a fine example of a gable-front-and-wing plan Victorian 
farm dwelling, a vernacular style found in the County in the latter half of the 
19th century. It is distinguished by a high sandstone foundation, two story 
semi-octagonal bays and a high false front hiding the shed roof kitchen wing. 
The P.A. Bowen House (P.G. #87B-20) contains the only other example of such a 
parapet. Distinctive interior features include a walnut staircase and marble­
ized parlor mantel. The house is one of few in the Bowie area retaining its 
farmstead setting with agricultural outbuildings and surround of mature trees. 
Of note is a pin oak (diameter 61 11

) nominated as a national champion, and a 
County champion linden and dogwood tree. Dr. John Peach, builder of Forest 
Place in 1869, was a native of Mitchellville, practicing as a physician from 
1865 through 1915. Peach's descendents are still residents of the house. Alumi­
num siding and modernized porches were installed in the 1950's, but the original 
appearance of the house isdocumented by photographs. 

Acreage: 2-1/2 acres 
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Forest Place 

Dr. John Peach House 
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7. Description 

Cllec:ll0119 
_ detwiloratect _ unan.rect 
_ ruins- 2- altered 
_ unexpoeect 

Cllecls one 
.2 orlglnlll site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G.#748-3 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general. description of the resource and its 
various eleuieilts·as it exists today. 

Forest Place is a two-story frame t-shaped gable-front-and-wing plan 
house, standing on a knoll in a setting of shade trees. It is reached by 
an unpaved drive that runs south from Mitchellville Road, through an open 
field, between banks lined with cedar and apple trees. 

The three-bay north (main) facade of the main block has entrance in 
the second bay, through a four panel door with two upper round-arch panels. 
There is a four-pane transom and single-pane sidelights above wainscot 
panels. The left sidelight has its original etched patterned glass. Win­
dows on the facade are 2/2 double-hung-sash, some with louvered shutters. 
The west two bays, including the entrance door, are sheltered by a hipped 
roof, one-story porch with a wooden floor and modern open metal trellis­
posts supporting the roof. 

The first bay on the north facade of the main block is a two-story, 
semi-octagonal projecting bay beneath a cross gable. The bay has a hipped 
roof and a crown molded cornice. The cross gable has a crown molded 
cornice with returns. There is a louvered vent in the gable peak. 

A one-story kitchen wing extends to the east, flush with the north 
facade. It has a modern double casement window which has replaced the 
original 6/6 double-hung-sash. A false front with a crown-molded cornice, 
hides the shed roof of the wing. 

Forest Place is covered with wide aluminum siding, an alteration com­
pleted in 1964. The trellis-posts on the entrance porch were also 
installed at this time. The original horizontal lapped wood siding and 
fan-bracketed porch posts are documented by historic photographs. The 
roof is covered with new synthetic shingle. The foundation is the orig­
inal undressed local red sandstone. A central brick chimney rises from 
the west gable ridgeline. An interior brick chimney at the east end of 
the house was installed during ren~vations since 1954. 

" 

The west gable end of the house is highlighted by a two-story semi-
octagorial projecting bay. The bay and gable have the same detail as that 
on the main facade. The fieldstone foundation is visible from the west 
elevation. 

In the four bay south (rear) facade, a two-bay hipped roof screened 
porch, built. ca. 1929, shelters the west bays. A large brick porch 
crossed the facade before that date. Windows are primarily 6/6 double­
hung-sash. A cross-gable, mirroring that on the north (main) facade, is 
the central bay. A small, shed-roof projecting enclosed vestibule in the 
fourth bay is a basement entry, also constructed around 1929, when the 
large rear brick porch was removed. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey ~lo • P. G. #7 48-3 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Description (continued) Section 7 Page 

The fourth, east bay on the facade is contained in the shed roof east 
wing of the house. This wing is hidden on the main facade by the two­
story parapet or false front. 

The east end of the house has also been altered. The main block has 
a one-story shed-roof wing across it, that is original to the house. 
Across the east end of the wing is a shallow shed roof porch added around 
1929 and enclosed around 1950. This porch has modern, louvered or 
"jalousied" windows and an entry door on its south end. Above the porch, 
at second story level is a one bay projecting gable which contains a bath­
room, added around 1929. 

Forest Place evolved from a small hall and parlor plan house to its 
present gable-front-and-wing, "t" shaped plan, with the principal facade 
to the north. The original (1869) eastern section of the house had a 
three-bay west facade with a central entrance sheltered by a gabled porch. 
The north and south gable ends had returned cornices; there was a one­
story octagonal projecting bay on the north gable end, and a one-story 
lattice porch covered the entrance into the south gable end. Behind a 
false-front parapet on the east end of the house was a shed-roof one story 
wing with an attached one-story frame kitchen structure. 

Circa 1882 a two-story west wing was attached, forming the stem of the 
T. The one-story projecting bay at the original north gable end was raised 
to two stories, and a second projecting bay was built to match at the new 
west gable end. The orientation was changed to face north and the main 
entrance is now in the first bay of the ca. 1882 west wing. 

Circa 1929, the 19th century sunmer kitchen which was attached to the 
east wing, way moved a few yards to the east, away from the end of the 
house, and now rests on cinder-block piers. A shed roof porch which is now 
enclosed was constructed on the east end of the house when the 19th century 
kitchen was removed. On the second story of the east end, a bathroom was 
added in 1929. 

In interior plan, the north entrance leads into a stairhall; the two 
original (ca. 1869) parlors open onto the stairhall from the east. The 
arrangement of the doorways between these two parlors and the hallway has 
been altered several times. Their original arrangement is not apparent. 
The fireplaces in the dividing wall between the parlors were designed for 
stoves and are no longer functional. The wooden mantel with its applied 
central bull •s-eye ornament remains in the north parlor. 

A door at the foot of the main staircase leads into the west parlor 
which contains its original door and window surrounds, a two-step archi­
trave surround with an outer half-round molding. On the east wall of this 
parlor is a handsome black marbleized stone mantel with a raised keystone 
above the round-arch hearth opening. It is surmounted by a mirror in a 
wooden frame with an open-work cornice. 

2 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey tlo. P .G.#748-3 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Description (continued) Section 7 Page 3 --

The main staircase in the hall has decorative brackets, turned 
balusters and a heavy turned newel post. An old door with two rectangular 
upper glazed panes and two lower wood panels leads from the rear of the 
stairhall to the ca. 1929 rear screened porch. 

The flooring throughout the house is oak, installed during the 1950 1 s. 
The capped baseboard that runs through the first story probably dates to 
the 1882 additions to the house. The ca. 1869 wing of the house, composed 
of two parlors on the first story and two bedrooms divided by a hall on the 
second story, was a very plain structure, without much architectural adorn­
ment. The doors and moldings in this wing of the house are not original 
fabric, but are sympathetic replacements, similar in character to the type 
of molding that was originally there. 

The entrance drive runs south from Mitchellville Road and forms a 
circle in front of the house. The front and side yards contain mature 
deciduous trees, including maples, oaks, a linden and a dogwood tree. The 
linden and dogwood in the north and west yard are County Champion trees. 
The pin oak west of the house is a National Champion. 

A meathouse and ice house once stood near the (moved) kitchen building 
southeast of the house. Remaining farm buildings in the south (rear) yard 
of the house include a ca. 1920 1 s chicken house, shed and privy. A dairy 
barn, large open shed and corn crib dating to 1929 stand father east. All 
are in deteriorating condition. A farm road splits off from the main 
entrance drive and runs east of the house, encircling the knoll on which 
the house and its closest outbuildings stand. The two barns and the corn 
crib are across the farm road, just south of the knoll on which the house 
stands. 
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Prepare both a S\lDllll&ry paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Forest Place, as the Peach family has traditionally called the house, 
is a fine example of a gable-front-and-wing plan farm dwelling, a vernacu­
lar style found in Prince George•s County in the latter half of the 19th 
century. The house attained this formation when a west addition was made 
to thQ ca. 1869 house in 1882. Three other good examples of this house 
type include P.G. #70-26, Van Horn House; P.G. #85A-17, J. Eli Huntt House, 
and P.G. #82A-23, Furgang House. Forest Place is distinguished by its high 
iron-bearing sandstone foundation, an unusual feature seen on few of the 
County's Historic buildings. The house is also distinguished by the 
two-story semi-octagonal bays on the north and west gable ends and the 
second story parapet or false front on its northeast corner, which hides 
the shed-roof kitchen wing. Such a parapet gives balance and added height 
or formality to the main facade, and is evident in a photograph of the 
house dating prior to the renovations in 1882. The rinly other example of 
such a parapet in the County is P.G. #878-20, the P.A. Bowen House in 
Aquasco. In 1964 the exterior had the addition of aluminum siding over the 
original lapped wood siding, and the removal of the jig-sawn fan brackets 
and wooden posts on the entrance porch. The original appearance of the 
building is well documented by photographs. 

Distinctive interior features include the ca. 1882 staircase with 
bracketed stair ends, slender turned balusters and a heavy turned newel 
post. The ca. 1882 west parlor retains its marbleized mantel and original 
door and window surrounds, a two-step architrave surround with an outer 
half-round molding. In the east, ca. 1869 section of the house, the chief 
original feature is the simple wood mantel with central bulls-eye molding 
in the northeast parlor. 

Forest Place still retains its original farmstead setting including 
19th and 20th century agricultural outbuildings, long entrance drive and 
surround of mature hardwood trees. Of special note are three County 
Champion trees: the pin oak west of the house and linden and dogwood in 
the north, front lawn. A large and beautiful red maple also graces the 
front lawn. The maple is the second largest tree of its species in the 
County. l 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

Section 8 

Forest Place was built in 1869 by Dr. John Peach (1835-1925) and has 
remained in the possession of his descendants since that time.2 Peach was 
born in Mitchellville at Ash Grove, the old Peach family homestead, located 
nearby Forest Place, but no longer standing. Dr. John Peach graduated from 
Dickinson College of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and from the University of 
Maryland's Medical School in Baltimore.3 He practiced medicine for forty 
years, and upon retiring turned his attention to his second great interest, 
which was farming.4 Peach bought 247 acres in Mitchellville, parts of 
historic tracts called Brough and Lyle's Discovery, in September 1869, and 
built the first section of his house shortly thereafter.5 In 1870 he 
married Bettie Howe Welford of Fredericksburg, Virginia, and through the 
following years raised eight children. At Peach's death in 1925 at the age 
of 90 the property was occupied by two of his children. A granddaughter, 
Lydia Peach Price, acquired the property in 1950 and presently resides 
there.6 

The Peach family has resided in the area known as Mitchellville since 
at least 17747, and the family has been numerous and prominent in 
northeastern Prince George's County for many years. Joseph Peach, noted as 
a schoolmaster in Prince George's County Land Records8, was a great great 
grandfather of Dr. John Peach. Joseph Peach built a 20 foot square stone 
house in ca. 1727 on a tract called Isaac's Discovery in what is now 
Bowie.9 Through purchases in 1740 and 1749 Peach amassed a 432 acre 
plantation, which he passed to his son and grandson. In the 1798 Federal 
Direct Tax, Joseph Peach (III) was assessed for a 20 foot square stone 
dwelling and five outbuildings.10 This dwelling, called Fair Running is 
the core structure of P.G. #71B-15, a County Historic Site, used as the 
club house for the Belair Golf and Country Club. 

Richard Peach (b. 1803), uncle of Dr. John Peach, was admitted to 
practice law in the County in 1822. He practiced law before the County 
Court in Upper Marlboro until his death around 1835. Peach was elected to 
represent Prince George's County in the State House of Delegates in 1824 
and 1826 .11 

William Elson Peach, grandfather of Dr. John Peach, was born ca. 1774 
in Mitchellville, and owned and farmed the property called Ash Grove, where 
John Peach was born.12 The family's home no longer stands but the sizeable 
family cemetery, containing at least 19 graves, is still there, located 
just west of Route 301, south of Collington Plaza. Samuel Peach (b. 1798), 
father of Dr. John Peach, is noted as a co-founder of the Mt. Oak Methodist 
Churchl3, P.G. #74A-9, a County Historic Resource, located at 14100 Mt. Oak 
Road in Mitchellville. Many Peach family members, including Dr. John 
Peach, are buried in the Mt. Oak Cemetery. 

One of Dr. John Peach's eight children was Samuel Marvin Peach (b. 
1880), a well known Prince George's County attorney. Peach received his 
LLB from the Law College of the University of Maryland in 1904 and 

2 Page __ _ 
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Sta~ement of Significance (continued) 

Survey No. P.G.#74B-3 

S_ec~ion 8 Page_3 __ 

practiced in Upper Marlboro and Hyattsville. He was a partner of T. Van 
Clagett throughout most of his career and his name appears on many legal 
instruments involving Prince George's County land, through the mid-20th 
century. Peach's political ass~gnments included being elected to the 
Maryland House of Delegates, serving as President of the Board of Election 
Supervisors and serving as Prince George's County States Attorney. He also 
served as Director for both the Maryland Home Title Company and the Prince 
Beorge•s Bank and Trust Company of Hyattsville.14 

Notes 

11 Prince George's County Big Tree Champion List, 11 Prince George's Forest 
Conservancy Board; Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; 
Maryland Forest, Park and Wildlife Service; Clearwater Nature Center, 11000 
Thrift Road, Clinton, Maryland 20735. 

2 Prince George's County Land Records, HB 2:735; John Harding, The Peach 
Tree Digest, 1985, 513 Ridgewood Drive, Northfield, N.J. 08225; Stones and 
Bones, Cemetery Records of Prince George's County, Maryland, 1984, Prince 
George's County Genealogical Society, Inc., Bowie, Maryland. 

3 John Harding, op. cit.; Obituary for Dr. John Peach, Washington Star, 
December 7, 1925, p. 11 • 

4 Obituary, Dr. John Peach. 

5 Prince George's County Land Records; John Harding, op. cit. 

6 Obituary, Dr. John Peach; Land Records, WTD 1:233, Wills and 1219:138. 
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11219:138 
13 Apri 1 1950 
Deed 

1895: 200 
3 Jan. 1947 
Deed 

WTO #3: 358 
17 Oct. 1933 
wi 11 

WTO #l: 233 
12 Jan. 1926 
Wi 11 

HB 12: 735 
1 Sept. 1869 
Deed 

Chain of Tit 1 e 

John Peach House 
P.G. 748-3 

Nannie Peach to Lydie Frank 1 in Heim and John W. Heim, . 
her husband; 2-1/2 acres of Forest Place Farm, contain­
ing the dwelling house; same which granter obtained by 
deed , 1895 : 200, and by wi 11 , WTD 11 : 233 • 

Heirs of Betty Peach Slingluff to Nannie Peach; 125 
acres, the eastern portion of Forest Place Farm, to 
which they gave up their rights in exchange for Nannie 
Peach 1 s giving up her rights to 95 acres, the western 
portion ; same which granters acqu i red by wi 11 
WTD #3: 358. 

Betty Peach Slingluff devised her undivided half of 
Forest Place Fann (known as parts of Brough and Lyle's 
Discovery) to her brothers and sisters: Miriam Roane, 
Robert Wellford, Nannie J., Franklin, Herndon, S. 
Marvin and Preston L. Peach; same which she obtained by 
will, WTD #1:233. . 

Or. John Peach devised Fo~est Pl ace Farm, "the home-
pl ace fann on which we now reside," to his wife, Bettie 
We 11 ford Peach, for the rest of her 1 if e and then to 
his two daughters, Nannie and Bettie, as tenants in 
cannon; same which he acquired by J.e #2:735. 

Rignall Baldwin and James S. Franklin, trustees, to 
John Peach; 247 acres, parts of Brough and Lyle's Dis­
covery; same land which Circuit Court of Anne Arundel 
County ordered sold in case of Charles A. liambrill vs. 
Elizaheth Hamilton. 
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lnt<Zrpr<Ztation and C.On.s<lrvotion 

CLEARWATER NATURE CENTER 

·memo 
DATE: August 14, 1987 

TO: Marina King, Historic Planning 

VIA: Rich Dolesh, Chief, I&C Div.RJ) 

FROM: Chris Wagnon, Park Naturalist~ 
SUBJECT: Trees at the Peach Property 

Surrounding the home of Lydia Price in Mitchellville (known 
as the Peach property) are several notable trees. Three of these trees 
are designated as Prince George's County Big Tree Champion, they include 
a European Linden, Pin Oak and Flowering Dogwood. These three trees 
represent the finest and largest of their kind in Prince George's County. 
One of these county champions, the Pin Oak, has also been declared 
Maryland State Champion and National Champion Tree by the American 
Forestry Association. This tree has been recognized as the largest 
Pin Oak in the United States. Champion trees are~determined by a 
combination of measurements including circumference of trunk and the 
height and, spread of the trees crown. The measurements of the Peach 
Property' S• Champion Trees are as follows : 

Tree Species 

National, State, County 
Champion Pin Oak 
(Quercus palustris) 

County Champion 
European Linden 
(Quercus vulgaris) 

County Champion 
Flowering Dogwood 
(Camus florida) 

Trunk Circumference Spread Height 

16'2" 90' 87'2" 

7'10~" 60' 55' 

3 I 4" 20' 25' 

____________________ mncPPL 
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Though in comparison the Flowering Dogwood may at first 
appear small, it must be remembered that various tree species have 
different growth habits. A champion dogwood tree would indeed be 
considered small if it were a Tulip Popular or a White Oak which 
grow much larger. 

All the champion trees located at the Peach Property appear 
to be in good to excellent health particularly for their size and age. 

Also worth noting is a large Red Maple (Acer rubum). This 
tree is the runners-up County Tree Champion for it species. 

These 4 trees are all located within 50 yeards surrounding 
the old Dr. Peach's house. 

To protect these ch~.mpion trees, the knoll where they are 
located, with a buffer zone, needs to be preserved. The size of 
the buffer zone can only be determined by an on site evaluation of 
the trees and their requirements for continue growth. This site 
evaluation has not been done at this time. 

If I can provide you with any further information, please 
let me know. 
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Big trees are to be respected and admired. 
They convey a sense of awe -a.nd perhaps even 
insight into our past. Benea~h the shadows of 
our counties' grandest giants you may conjure 
up visions of the British Red Coats marchinf 
on Bladensburg in 1814 or John Wilkes Booth s 
ride in 1865. 

The 1987 Big Tree List includes 65 county 
champions. These 65 trees represent the largest 
and finest of their kind (presently known) in 
the county. Prince Georges' County can also 
boast of seven state champions and one national 
champion bi8 tree. 

These wonderful old monarchs of our county 
are unforgettable examples of nature's beauty 
and dignity. Big trees are special. 

. -
* - National Champion 

X - State Champion 
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~RE·t-HAMPION .1987 
aiuawc. Cbiae•• 

E!!. C&acaaa -uuataa 14•11" 60• 51" Depc:. of Racural 
Keaourcu, Stace of 

11 Md., Upper Marlboro, H· 

r. Qiu c:mac:. Borsa 
Aesc:ulua hipposuc:mwm 8'6" 65' 53' Depc:. of N&cural 

leaourcu, Stace of 
Hd., Kc:. Airy Mansion~ u.. Uppar Harlba-ro, Md. 

cc:y 
Cofffftree. IAncucky 
G!mocladu dioicua a• 53' 68' .John Gf.annetc:i 

:ea Prtvate Property 
University Hills, lid. 

:ty 
Cmt-n.a taponica 3'11" 45• 31' Sara D"Arago 

Prtvac:e Prop•tty 
Clinc:on. Hd. 

cy Cyprus. Bald 
• H Tuodium diatic:bum a•un 70' 32' Sara D'Ar•!O 

Privace Property 
Clincon, Hd. 

Cy 
id. 0-.~ 

Hac:ueauoia dncost:roboidaa 6'4" 75' 22' H-NCPPC 
Marietta Mansion 
5626 Ball Scacion Rd. 

'">' Gl• Dale, Hd. 
,H 

" Dogwood, Flavaring 
~ florid& 3'4" 25' 20' Lydia Price 

l Prtvate Propercy 
c Mitchellville, Md. 
y 

Elm. American 
!!!!!!:!! -.ricmua 14'2" 90" 90' Tholllaa Veneris 

Prtvaca Property 
l1ppar Her lboro, :-id • 

~ x Fir Bala-
>n M!!!!. bals~ 9' 70' 50' H-HCPPC, Buck House 

Upper Marlboro, Md. 

Friagac:r .. 
011.oaaachua virdnicui , .. la· 14• Al.ice Ev-
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P .G. #748-3 Building Date: ca. 1869, 1882 

Building Name: Dr. John Peach House, Forest Place 

Location: 3611 Mitchellville Road, Mitchellville, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

Forest Place is a two-story frame T-shaped cross-gable house. The original 
(1869) two-story three-bay cross-gable section faced west, but with the con­
struction of the two-story west wing, circa 1882, the principal facade \'las 
reoriented to the north. A one-story semi-octagonal bay at the original north 
gable end was raised to two stories and a similar two-story bay was built at the 
new west gable end. The east wing (its north wall a false-front parapet) houses 
the present kitchen, replacing an older kitchen which was moved to the east and 
stands as a detached building used for storage. In plan, the main door leads 
into a stair hall which leads in the east into the two parlors which formed the 
original 1869 house. To the west, at the foot of the staircase, a door leads 
into the west parlor which has a handsome marble fireplace on its east wall. 

Significance: 

Forest Place is a fine example of a "T" plan farm dwelling, a somewhat 
uncommon vernacular style found in the County in the latter half of the 19th 
century. It is distinguished hy a high sandstone foundation, two story semi­
octagonal bays and a high false front hiding the shed roof kitchen wing. The 
P.A. Rowen House (P.G. #878-20) contains the only other example of such a para­
pet. Distinctive interior features include a walnut staircase and marble parlor 
mantel. The house is one of few retaining its farmstead setting with agricul­
tural outbuildings and surround of mature trees including a stand of black 
walnuts, maples and oaks. Of note is a pin oak (diameter 61") nominated as a 
national champion. Dr. John Peach, builder of Forest Place in 1869, was a 
native of Mitchellville. He practicerl as a physician and surgeon from 1865 
through 1915 and consulted on cases as far as Washington, D.C. Peach's descen­
dents are still residences of the house. Although altered, the major structural 
change to the house was historic (ca. 1882). The addition of aluminum siding 
and modernized porches is reversible and the original appearance of the house is 
documented by photographs. 

Acreage: 2-1/2 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Forest Place 

and/or common Dr. John Peach House 

2. Location 

street & number 3611 Mitchellville Road 

city, town 
Mi tche 11 vi 11 e 

state 
Maryl and 20716 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
__X_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_JL_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_Loccupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. P.G. #74B-3 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Prince George's 

Present Use 
___X_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

5th 

_museum 
_park 
_X_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mrs. Lydie Price 

street & number 3611 Mitchellville Road telephone no.: 249-2415 

city, town Mitchellville, state and zip code MD. 20716 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P.G. County Courthouse 
liber 

#1219 

street & number 
Main Street 

folio 
138 

city, town 
Upper Marlboro, MD. 20772 

state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title P. G. County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 _federal _state ~county _ local 

-ctposltory for survey records 
History Division, M-NCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale, MD 20737 

state 



7. Description 

~ndition 
_excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins __X_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_l_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. P.G. 748-3 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Forest Place is a two-story frame T-shaped cross-gable house, _standing on a 
ridge in a setting of shade trees, reached by a fann lane lined with cedar and apple 
trees. The principal facade is now to the north. Originally (1869) the three-bay 
cross-gable section faced west with a central entrance sheltered by a gabled porch. 
The north and south gable ends had returned cornices; there was a one-story octagonal 
projecting bay on the north gable end, and a one-story lattice porch covered the 
entrance into the south gable end. Behind this original structure a false-front 
parapet partially concealed a one-story kitchen attached on the east. 

Circa 1882 a two-story west wing was attached, forming the stem of the T. The 
one-story projecting bay at the original north gable end was raised to two stories, 
and a second projecting bay was built to match at the new west gable end. The orien­
tation was changed to face north and the main entrance is now in the first bay of the 
west wing. It has a four-pane transom and single-pane sidelights. This north side 
of the west wing is sheltered by a one-story porch, whose fan-bracketed posts have in 
recent years been replaced by open metal trellis-posts. Most windows are 2/2 double­
hung sash. The siding is aluminium, the roof is covered with new synthetic shingle, 
and the foundations are of undressed local red sandstone. The 19th century kitchen 
building has been moved to the east, away from the end of the house, and now rests on 
cinder-block piers. 

In plan, the main door leads into a stairhall which leads, on the east, into the 
two parlors which formed the original 1869 house. The fireplaces in the dividing 
wall between these two parlors were designed for stoves and are no longer functional, 
but the wooden mantel with its applied central bullseye ornament remains in the north 
parlor. A door at the foot of the staircase leads into the west parlor which con­
tains its original moldings. On the east wall of this parlor is a handsome black 
marble mantel with inlays of yellow marble and a raised keystone above the round arch 
hearth opening. It is surmounted by a mirror in a wooden frame with an open-work 
cornice. The walnut staircase has turned balusters and a heavy turned newel post. 

A smokehouse and ice house once stood near the (moved) kitchen building. 
Remaining farm buildings to the east (rear) of the house include a 19th century 
chicken shed and corn crib and a 20th century privy and a dairy barn in deteriorating 
condition. The farm road formed a loop around these buildings and returned to the 
house. 

The house is surrounded by mature hardwood trees including maples, oaks, black 
walnuts and a linden tree. Of particular note is a very large pin oak just west of 
the house (61" diameter) nominated as a national champion. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ _ 1400-1499 _ archeology-historic _ conservation 

1500-1599 _ agriculture _ economics 
_ 1600-1699 _x_ architecture _education 

Survey No. P • G • # 7 4i3- 3 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

_ 1700-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater _x_ 1800-1899 _ commerce 

_ 1900- _ communications 

Specific dates ca. 1869, 1882 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D E F G 

national state local 

_ transportation 
_x_ other (specify) 
Local History 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Forest Place is a fine example of a "T" plan farm dwelling, a somewhat 
uncommon vernacular style found in the County in the latter half of the 
19th century. The house attained this formation when a west addition was 
made in 1882. Two other fine examples of this house type include P.G. 
#70-26, Van Horn House; and P.G. #82A-23, Furgang House. Forest Place is 
distinguished by its high sandstone foundation and two-story semi-octagonal 
bays on the north and west gable ends. The house is also distinguished by 
a second story parapet or false front on its northeast corner, which hides 
the shed-roof kitchen wing. Such a parapet gives balance and added height 
or formality to the main facade. The only other example of such a parapet 
in the County is P.G. #878-20, the P.A. Bowen House in Aquasco. The 
exterior has had the addition of aluminum siding and modernized porches. 
The original appearance of the building is well documented by photographs, 
however, and the exterior changes could be reversed. 

Distinctive interior features include the walnut staircase with a fine 
turned balustrade and heavy turned newel post, and the marble mantel in the 
ca. 1882 west parlor. In the east, ca. 1869 section partitions have been 
changed and some components removed. 

Adding to the dwelling's significance, Forest Place retains its orig­
inal farmstead setting including 19th and 20th century agricultural out­
buildings, long entrance drive and surround of mature hardwood trees. Of 
special note is the large pin oak west of the house. 

Forest Place was built by Dr. John Peach (1835-1925) and has remained 
in the possession of his descendants for more than a century. Peach was 
born in Mitchellville at Ash Grove, the old Peach family homestead. The 
peach family had resided in the Mitchellville area at least since Peach's 
grandfather, William Elson Peach, was born there in 1733. 1 Dr. Peach's 
brother Samuel was a co-founder of the Mount Oak United Methodist Church in 
1881, and many family members including John Peach are buried there2 or 
in the family cemetery at Route 301, Mitchellville, between Central Avenue 
and Defense Highway. The family has been numerous and prominent in the 
community for many years.3 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. 748-3 

See Chain of Title, and Notes for Item #8, interview with owner, December 1985. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Tax map #55, parcel 16 Acreage of nominated property 2. 5 + 97. 42 acres 

Quadrangle name Bowie. Section D Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.J .__I _.___.. ____ ......_._ D LU I I I I 
E L..i.J ._I ........__. _____ _ FLU I 
G L..i.J ._I ~------ H Li._J 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl/Shirley Baltz/Marina King, Research Historians 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date January 1985 and July 1986 

street & number c/o County Planning Div., M-NCPPC 
Roo111 4010 , County Admin. Bldg. 

telephone 301-952-3520 

city or town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



#8. Continued 

Dr. John Peach graduated from the University of Maryland's Medical 
School in Baltimore.4 He practiced from 1865 until 1915 as a physician 
and surgeon, consulting on cases as far as Washington, o.c.5 Peach 
bought 247 acres in Mitchellville, parts of Brough and Lyle's Discovery, in 
September 1869, and built the first section of his house shortly there­
after.6 At Peach's death the property was occupied by two of his eight 
children.7 A granddaughter, Lydie Peach Heim, acquired the property in 
1950 and presently resides there.8 

Notes 

l John Harding Peach, The Peach Tree Digest, 1985, 513 Ridgewood Drive, 
Northfield, N.J. 08225. 

2 Stones and Bones, Cemetery Records of Prince George's County, 
Maryland, 1984, Prince George's County Genealogical Society, Inc., Bowie, 
Maryland. 

3 Interview with Shirley Baltz, Research Historian, July 1986. 

4 Harding, op. cit. 

5 ibid. 

6 Prince George's County Land Records, HB 2:735. 

7 ibid. Wills, WTD l :233; and Harding, op.cit. 

8 Prince George's County Land Records, 1219:138; and interview with Nan 
Shatterly, Lydie Peach Heim 1 s daughter, July 1986. 



#1219:138 
13 April 1950 
Deed 

#895:200 
3 Jan. 194 7 
Deed 

WTD #3: 358 
17 Oct. 1933 
wi 11 

WTD #1: 233 
12 Jan. 1926 
Wi 11 

HB #2:735 
1 Sept. 1869 
Deed 

Chain of Title 

John Peach House 
P.G. 748-3 

Nannie Peach to Lydie Franklin Heim and John W. Heim, 
her husband; 2-1/2 acres of Forest Place Farm, contain­
ing the dwelling house; same which grantor obtained by 
deed, #895:200, and by will, WTD #1:233. 

Heirs of Betty Peach Slingluff to Nannie Peach; 125 
acres, the eastern portion of Forest Place Farm, to 
which they gave up their rights in exchange for Nannie 
Peach 1 s giving up her rights to 95 acres, the western 
portion; same which granters acquired by will 
WTD #3: 358. 

Betty Peach Slingluff devised her undivided half of 
Forest Place Farm (known as parts of Brough and Lyle's 
Discovery) to her brothers and sisters: Miriam Roane, 
Robert Wellford, Nannie J., Franklin, Herndon, S. 
Marvin and Preston L. Peach; same which she obtained by 
will, WTD #1:233. 

Dr. John Peach devised Forest Place Farm, "the home-
pl ace farm on which we now reside," to his wife, Bettie 
We 11 ford Peach, for the rest of her 1 if e and then to 
his two daughters, Nannie and Bettie, as tenants in 
common; sarne which he acquired by HB #2: 735. 

Rignall Baldwin and James S. Franklin, trustees, to 
John Peach; 247 acres, parts of Brough and Lyle's Dis­
covery; same land which Circuit Court of Anne Arundel 
County ordered sold in case of Charles A. Gambrill vs. 
Elizabeth Hamilton. 



Survey #: P .G. #74B-3 

PRINCE GEORGE 1 S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: ca. 1869, 1882 

Building Name: Dr. John Peach House, Forest Place 

Location: 3611 Mitchellville Road, Mitchellville, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible 

Description: 

Forest Place is a two-story frame T-shaped cross-gable house. The original 
(1869) two-story three-bay cross-gable section faced west, but with the con­
struction of the two-story west wing, circa 1882, the principal facade was 
reoriented to the north. A one-story semi-octagonal bay at the original north 
gable end was raised to two stories and a similar two-story bay was built at the 
new west gable end. The east wing (its north wall a false-front parapet) houses 
the present kitchen, replacing an older kitchen which was moved to the east and 
stands as a detached building used for storage. In plan, the main door leads 
into a stair hall which leads in the east into the two parlors which forrneci the 
original 1869 house. To the west, at the foot of the staircase, a door leads 
into the west parlor which has a handsome slate fireplace on its east walls. 

Significance: 

Although greatly altered, Dr. Peach 1 s residence at Forest Place still typi­
fies the farmhouses built in the county during the second half of the nineteenth 
century. The fine staircase in the center hall and the fireplace in the 111est 
parlor survive, and are worthly of note. Over 100 years later, the property is 
still in the possession of Dr. Peach's descendants. 

Acreage: 2-1/2 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Forest Pl ace 

and/or common Dr. John Peach House 

2. Location 

street & number 3611 Mitchellville Road 

city, town Mitchel 1vi11 e .. 

state Maryl and 20716 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
___x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_X_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
loccupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. P.G. 748-3 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Prince George 1 s 

Present Use 
_X_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

5th 

_museum 
_park 
___)(_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mrs. Lvdi e Price 

street & number 3611 Mitchellville Road telephone no.: 249-2415 

city, town Mitchellville, state and zip code MD. 20716 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P.G. County Courthouse liber #1219 

street & number Main Street folio 138 

city, town Upper Marlboro, 
state MD. 20772 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title P.G. County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 
1974 

_federal _ state _X_ county _ local 

.1epository for survey records Hi story Division, M-NCPPC 

city, town Riverdale, state MD. 20737 



7. Description Survey No. PG#74B-3 

Condition 
--Xexcellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins x _ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
x____ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Forest Place is a two-story frame T-shaped cross-gable house. The 
principal facade is now to the north. Originally (1869} the three-bay 
cross-gable section faced west with a central entrance sheltered by a 
gabled porch. The north and south gable ends had returned cornices; there 
was a one-story semi-octagonal projecting bay on the north gable end, and a 
one-story lattice porch covered the entrance into the south gable end. 
Behind this original structure a false-front parapet partially concealed a 
one-story kitchen attached on the east. 

Circa 1882 a two-story west wing was attached, forming the stem of the 
T. The one-story projecting bay at the original north gable end was raised 
to two stories, and a second projecting bay was built to match at the new 
west gable end. The orientation was changed to face north and the main 
ent ranee is now in the first bay of the west wing. It has four-pane 
transom and single-pane sidelights. This north side of the west wing is 
sheltered by a one-story porch, whose fan-bracketed posts have in recent 
years been replaced by open metal trellis-posts. Most windows are 2/2 
double hung sash. The siding is aluminium, the roof is covered with new 
synthetic shingle, and the foundations are of undressed local red sand­
stone. The old kitchen building has been moved to the east, away from thP 
end of the house, and now rests on cinder-block piers. 

In plan, the main door leads into a stair hall which leads, on the 
east, into the two parlors which formed the original 1869 house. The fire­
places in the dividing wall between these two parlors were designed for 
stoves and are no longer functional, but the wooden mantel with its applied 
central bullseye ornament remains in the north parlor. A door at the foot 
of the staircase leads into the west parlor; on the east wall of this 
parlor is a handsome heavy slate mantel. 



8. Significance Survey No.PG#74B-3 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

- 1500-1599 _ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

___x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_art _engineering _music 
_commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government 

_invention 

Specific dates ca. 1869 1882 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

humanitarian 
_theater 
_ transportation 
~ other (~Recify) 

1 oca 1 n1 story 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The house at Forest Place was built by Dr. John Peach and has remained 
in the possession of his descendants for more than a century. Dr. John 
Peach purchased 247 acres, parts of Brough and Lyle's Discovery, in 
September, 1869, and shortly thereafter built the first section of his 
house.l Circa 1882 he added a second section to the west, almost 
doubling the size of his residence. His plantation was also shown in 
records as part of Ash Grove (the old Peach family homestead), but by 1900 
he had given it the name of Forest Place.2 

Modernization has greatly altered both the exterior and interior of 
Dr. Peach's house. Its outer walls are covered with aluminum siding; its 
porches are entirely rebuilt. On the inside, partitions have been changed, 
and original, identifying components have been removed in most rooms.3 
Of note, however, are the two-story semi-octagonal bays on the north and 
west sides and the unique false-front on the addition to the east. In the 
hall of the circa 1882 wing, the staircase, featuring a fine balustrade and 
large, carved newel post, is intact and the fireplace in the parlor is 
unchanged. 

The house is typical of those built on Prince George's County farms in 
the second half of the nineteenth century and has been owned by one family 
for over 100 years. 

l Liber HB#2:735 
2 Prince George's County Tax Assessments 1895, 1900 
3 On-site inspection, December 1984, and interview with owner. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No·PG#74B-3 

See Chain of Title, and Notes for Item #8; interview with owner, December 1985. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2 5 acres 
Quadrangle name Bowie quadrangle, Section D Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i.J I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ._I ....__.. ____ _ 

D LU I I I I 
E LLJ ...... I ....__.. __ _ F LLJ I I I I 
G LLJ ...... I ....__... ____ _ H LU I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Susan G. Pearl/ Shirley Baltz, Research historians 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date January 1985 

street&number c/o County Planning Div., M-NCPPC telephone 952-3521 

city or town Upper Marlboro state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



#1219:138 
13 April 1950 
Deed 

#895:200 
3 Jan. 1947 
Deed 

WTD #3: 358 
17 Oct. 1933 
will 

WTD #1: 233 
12 Jan. 1926 
Will 

HB #2:735 
l Sept. 1869 
Deed 

Chain of Title 

John Peach House 
P .G. 74B-3 

Nannie Peach to Lydie Franklin Heim and John W. Heim, 
her husband; 2-1/2 acres of Forest Place Farm, contain­
ing the dwelling house; same which grantor obtained by 
deed, #895:200, and by will, WTD #1:233. 

Heirs of Betty Peach Slingluff to Nannie Peach; 125 
acres, the eastern portion of Forest Place Farm, to 
which they gave up their rights in exchange for Nannie 
Peach's giving up her rights to 95 acres, the western 
portion; same which granters acquired by will 
WTD #3: 358. 

Betty Peach Slingluff devised her undivided half of 
Forest Place Farm (known as parts of Brough and Lyle's 
Discovery) to her brothers and sisters: Miriam Roane, 
Robert Wellford, Nannie J., Franklin, Herndon, S. 
Marvin and Preston L. Peach; same which she obtained by 
will, WTD #1:233. 

Dr. John Peach devised Forest Pl ace Farm, 11 the home-
pl ace farm on which "vie now reside, 11 to his wife, Bettie 
Wellford Peach, for the rest of her life and then to 
his two daughters, Nannie and Bettie, as tenants in 
common; same which he acquired by HB #2:735. 

Rignall Baldwin and James S. Franklin, trustees, to 
John Peach; 247 acres, parts of Brough and Lyle's Dis­
covery; same land which Circuit Court of Anne Arunde 1 
County ordered sold in case of Charles A. Gambrill vs. 
Elizabeth Hamilton. 
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NOMINATIOl1 FORM 
for the 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

fl;'. NAME 
.. . . COMMON: 

AND/OR HISTORIC: 
Dr. John Peach House 

f 2. LOCATION 
$TREET ANC' NUMBER: 

3611 Mitchellville Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Mitchellville 
STATE 

lco;~T;~ce Maryland Georae's 
wa=Ass1F1cA'i1ol'f 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District fl} Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: lij Occupied Yes: 

0 Sit• 0 Struciur• ti!il Private 0 In Procea.1 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preaervation work D Unrestricted 

in progr••• Q No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• ;.pproprlateJ 

0 Agr i cu ltura I 0 Government 0 Pork D T rona portoti on 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial ltJ) Privote Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment D Museum 0 Scientific: 

f '~· OWNER OF PROPf!RTY 
Ul\'NER'S NAME: 

J. F. Price 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

3611 Mitchellville Road 
C; TY OR TOWN: I STATE! I Mitchellville !i?~and 

Wi:'Oc>:T10N oF-iic>'>:Cr)esc.RwrioN ::: .. ~ 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE I Upper Marlboro Maryland 
[_itle Reference Qf Curr~nt n""""n ( Bnn le & Pa~ -*) ! 

~REPRl:$ENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS .:;·~ 
TITLE OF !WR\/EY: 

None 
DATE OF 5UR\/EY: 0 Fed•rol D State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S,.REET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN1 !"TATE: I 



,..,.,..,----:--,.-::---------··-------------------------·--------~-... 17. PEKRl?TIOH 

CONDITION 

il';] A he red 

[Jj Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Det•riorofed 0 Ruins 
fCh_e_c_k_O_n-~---------..,--------(-C_h __ •c_k_O_n-~--------1 

0 Uncli.recl . [) Moved \m Original Sile 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT• <D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a two story, frame building that was built 

in two sections. The original house faced west and had a 

three bay facade with a central entrance. The north gable 

end had a cornice that returned on itself; there was a one 

story bay window. 

The west wing was added later and the house re-oriented 

to face north. The addition is two bays with the door in 

the east bay. It has transom and sidelights. On the west 

end is a two story bay window; the bay window on the earlier 

section was raised to two stories. 

In plan, the house has a through hall with two rooms to 

the east that a~e part of the older house and one room on 

the west end. Fireplaces rise between the two east rooms 

and along the partitions wall between the hall and the west 

room. 
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(8. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More•• Appropri•t•) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th c .. ntury 0 l01h Century 

0 15th c .. ntury 0 17th Cenlury ~ 191 h c-1.,,y 

SPECIFIC DATE(5) (lt Applfcable and Known) c. J 870 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 Politico.I 

0 Prehi1t0<ic 0 Engineering 0 Rt'li9ion/Phi. 

0 Historic 0 Indus try losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Scie-nce 

0 Architecture 0 londscope 0 Seu lpture 

0 Aft Architecture 0 Socia I/Human .. 

0 Commerce 0 Literoture itorion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Th.,oter 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

% 

0 The house was built by Dr. John Peach soon 

.... 
u 

'" 

z 

LU 

LU 

marriage • 

. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

after his 

PS - 709 



f 9. MAJOR: StBLIOGRAPHK:AL REFERENCES ... ,,,,, , 
" .. 

~;._GE~RAPHICAL DATA 
1-~ ·-LATITUDE ANO LON!.ilTUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN/lTES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF" A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS iHAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE '-.ATITUOE LONGl TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
<.w 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 

I 

. 

rn. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

"' Christopher Owen~, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

MNCPPC 7 Oct 74 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver S Mar land 
1_2 •. 

·state Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 

Signature 
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Forest Place/Dr. John Peach House 
Floor plan 
Not to Scale 
Footage approximate 
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138.6 Cf! 134 

P.G.#748-3 
Dr. John Peach House 

. Final Proposal . 
Environmental Setting 
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P.G. #748-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Northwest elevation and Pin Oak 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 

-





P.G. #748-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
North elevation, Red maple to left 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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P.Go #74B- 3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Southeast elevation 
Neg : Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 





P.G. #748-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Northeast elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 





P.G. #74B-3 
Or . John Peach House 
(Forest Place) 
Prince George ' s County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
East elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist . Trust, Annapolis, Md. 





Dr . John Peach House 
(Forest Place) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1987 

P.G.#748-3 

South elevation, Kitchen to right 
Neg : Md Historical Trust 
Annapolis, MD 





P.G. #748-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Entrance door 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 





P.G. #748-3 
Or. John Peach House 
(Forest Place) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Historic photograph, 1954 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 





P.G. #74B-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Second floor hall . 
Neg: Md. Hist 0 Trust, Annapolis, 





P.G. #74B-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
(Forest Pl ace) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Northeast parlor, looking south 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Mdo 

\. 





PoG. f#74B-3 
Or. John Peach House 
(Forest Place) 
Prince George's County 
Marina King 
July 1986 and 1987 
Northeast parlor, looking north 
Neg : Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md. 
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P.G.#748-3 
Dr. John Peach House 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
December 198g 
North elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





• 

P.G.#748-3 

Or. John Peach House 
Prince George's County, MO 
Susan G. Pearl 
December 1984 
South elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MO 
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P.G.#748-3 

Dr. John Peach House 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
December 1984 
West elevation 
Neg: Md . Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





• .. 

P.G . #74B-3 

Dr. John Peach House 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
December 1984 
Outbuilding, southwest elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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P.G . #748- 3 

Dr.John Peach House 
Prince George ' s County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
December 1984 
North entrance 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 





NAME bf.. J"t>tfN PlAtH Nous£ pa-.;~ (;,.3 
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