
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey # 75.A-4 Date 1870 

Building Na:-:1e Prince George's County AlI!'.ls House 

Location D 'Arey Road, ?orestville, :.Id. 

Open to.Public yes x no 

The Prince George's County Alms House is a two-story 

rectangular brick structure with a five-bay main (east) facade. 
This is the sacond building on the site. Little is kn.own of 

the original building which Nas begun in 1772, except that it 
was of brick. It fell into ruin in t~e 1860's, and in 1867 

the Maryland General A.ssembly passed a law authorizing the 
construction of a new Alms n:)USe. :I:he present strucc;ure v:as 

finished by June of 1870. 
The Alms House represents a nearly 200 year tradi~ion of 

caring for the poor in Prince Georgs;s County - starting with 

the "Act for the Relief of t:a.e Poor 11 passed by the I"i'?..rJlm d _ 

General Asse:cibly in 1768, and ending with the closing of the 
present Alms House by the Co·mty Cormnissioners in April 1965. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

P.G. 75A-4 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC Prince George's County Al~s House 
ANO/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER D'Arcy Road, ?orestville 

CITY. TOWN 

Forestville _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

I.Iaryland 

DcLAss1FICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT X_PUBLiC 

~BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

IJOWNER OF PROPERTY 

2.0028 

STATUS 

-OCCUPIED 

X...UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

X...NO 

NAME 
Prince George's County Government 

STREET & NUMBER 

Upper Marlboro, Md. 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

gLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COUNTY 
Prince George's 

PRESENT USE 

__.AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

_PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELJGiOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #:3738 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC CounT.y CourthoFRs1eio #: 495 

Prince George's v .... 

STREET & NUMBER 
Main S"treet 

CITY. TOWN 
Upper T·11arlboro 

El REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Prince George's Historic Sites Survey 1973 
DATE 

STATE 
Maryland 

1973 _FEDERAL _STATE !_COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



liJ DESGIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

~ETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Alms House is a two-story rectangular brick structure 

with a five-bay main (east) facade. The central door has a narrow 
transom light, and is flanked by one-over-one double hung aash 

windows. The ·.vindows have flat arches, one stretcher -call. The 
consist3 of two courses of stretchers. 

There are two large interior chiIT'..neys, with double stacks. 
At the gable ends, there are central doors with flanking ·.vindows. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -.-ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY X"-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

.X1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES 1870 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1768, an Act of the Maryland General Assembly called 

for the construc"tion of alms and workhouses in Ar1ne Arundel, 

Prince George's, ·-Vorcester, Frederick and Charles counties; 

boards of trustees were created to gevern these houses. In 

Prince George's County, in 1771, the five ~rustees of "the 

Poor purc~1ased 100 acres of la.."YJ.d on which to erect -cheir alms­

house. ~ne house was be0-un in 1772, a.."YJ.d was constructed of brick. 
The present Alms House is the second building on the site. 

Although the original structure had received o.ajor repairs durir..g 

the 1830's and 1840's, it had fallen into ruin by the 1860's. 

In 1867, the I.'Iaryland Gene::r;-al Assembly passed a law au-chorizing 
the construction of a new Alms House; the present structure was 

completed by June of 1870. 

The .A.l:::!ls House was closed by the Prince George's County 

Commissioners in 1965. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land Records: Liber AA#2, folio 478 

Liber AA.#2, folio 476 

Liber #3738,folio 495 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Susan G. Pearl 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

MNCPPC March 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

6701 ~cDonou§h ~errace 868-1121 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bowie, :Id. 20715 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· t IOI 
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MARYLl-1.ND HISTORIC/\.L '£RUST WORKSHFET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NA'i' 1 r ,,.;i,, i. ,,, .c~lSTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

............. ---·--·~ 

N.!.t~E -

j ._NOIOR HlSTOR!C: 

Alrr.s House - -
--- ----· 

1 · r,,._ET 
Ar.IL NUMBER: 

D'l-.rcy Road 
-:1TY OP TOY'H-i: 

~ 
Forestville 

Maryland 
I COUNTY!. 

George's I Prince 
·-

CLASSIFICATIOl't ---- -- -- ---

I 
.GORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(C:heck One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D Distri..:t 001 Bui !ding ii?J Pdilic Pvb!ic Acquisitiori: 'o Occupied Yea: 

CJ Site 0 Structure 0 Privote 0 In Procets ~ Unoc~upied 0 Rgatricted 

I 0 Object _Jo Both 0 Being Considered n Unre•lrictod 0 Pruervotion workt '--' 
I In progrea a £!: Na 

I 
-t...« One or /.fore •.s Appropriet~) 

I 

lo Agricultvrol [J Go"iern,,,-ent 0 Park 0 Tronsporlation 0 Comm•nts 

0 Co~moercio! 0 Indus trio! 0 Pri vote Residence ~Other (Sper:lty) 

0 Educotionol 0 Military 0 Reli11ioua ~~C.1jt-JT 
11 _ __; fnt•r!oinmont 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

'P.OPERTY 1 
r

TA:EET AN("\ NL1"-4BEA:· 

CtTY OR TOWN: STATE: 

Upp'}r Marlboro Maryland 
. :-:-E"cA-LDEsCRIPTlON 

----~~---~~~--~~~~~ -- Gl!;;TRY OF DECOS, ETC: ---
I 

Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

I sTAr.~~ry land l _Jper Marlboro 
~ .. _ -- Re.i: re ---~:; Ci t. 

D~ed (B.Q_Qk_& Pg . #J_· .1._~·~-=-_±,e~--- nc~ o,__~ _ _..__.1rre,L. 
~E!f~E5E.~~T_.~ -;··JON tN EXISTl:~G .SURVEYS ·-

; '·,. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None 
CA.TE OF SURVEY: D Federal [J State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR 5URVl:Y RECOR051 

' 'UIH3ER: 

--
I 

rlTY OR TOWN: l5TATE: I 
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('r:_ . .,5-I- l/ 
J_,.//'i, 

[~~Rl:"'ilON _____ _ 

I rJ ''°"·"' [] Good Ul Fo'• CONDITION --------- - - ----~ 
(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Unclrered 

Dl:SCR1GE THl" PRESEl'.JT I ,.D ORIGINAL (If kno~n) PH-,S-1<;-AL_A_P_P_ii::~A-R~NCE 

(Chec.k On~} 

The building is a two story, brick structure with a 

five bay, main (east) facade. It is laid up in running bond. 

The central doorway, with a narrow transom light, is flanked 

by 1/1 double hung sash windows. Over the windows are flat 

arches one stretcher tall. The cornice consists of two 

courses of stretchers. There are two large chirrmeys between 

the first and second bays from each endi they have double 

stacks with projecting caps. The gable ends have center doors 

:with narrow transom light and flanking windows. 
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----------~------~,~-·-~--------~---~~--~--~--~---~ ra. SiG~<lfiC.t-HCE _______ ·------.~-------------·-------·----------------------4 
PER~OD (C.'ittck One or Moro "'6 h{';Jt'OPti&fflc) 

0 Pre·Coi"1ft!bion 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 llthCtn?ur7 

[J 18th C~nt,,ry 

~ 19th c~ntury 

0 20th Centvry 

SPECIFIC DA.TEI~! (lf Applicable •n: __ K_n_ow~n)~---------- -----------------------l 

0 E.ducati on 0 Political 

0 Engtneeri no 0 Religion/Phi. 

0 Indus try lo~ophy 

0 Agri cu I tu re 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Lcnd•cop• 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architech.•re [X Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 literotvre itarion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Th1tot&r 

0 Ccn1eriw"ation 0 Music 0 Tron!.portotiori 

STATEMENT OF SICNIFIC.t.NCE 

The first alms house was built in 1711 on land 

acquired by John Fendall Beall and others acting as 

trustees of the poor. The original thirty acre tract 

had been patented by Nathaniel Magruder in 1761 as 

"Black Oak Thicket." 

PS ... 700 
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·Acreage Justification: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian -
ORGANIZATION 'DATE 
MNCPPC 8 Oct 74 l 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Geo:r;:gia Avenue 
CITY OR TO'.'.,N: GTE I Silver Spring ·1.ax:y J and 

rr~r -
~'-"-'State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 Stat" 0 Local 0 

Signature 
- - _____ __, 
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NAME f, (r, Co, ALMS HCLtSE P~. 7s1J-~ 

LocAr10N 'D 'A~<-Y ROA t>; Fo ft eSTv t LLE ;Md, 
EACADE N 
PHOTO TAKEN IO jg/ 7'1 





.NAME /:G. ~ 1k-NS ~£.. - C&'ll~ 

J:OCATION 'l>'t1Jec.y U /OJ!Urv11...~ /Itel. 

FACADE 

PHOTO TAKEN -1'/¥/7'/ ~ 

f G-: 75,4-y 


