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‘ The school at this location opened in September 1960 as La Reine High School, a Roman Catholic school for girls operated by
The Bernardine Sisters of St. Francis. The building was designed by architect Edwin Philip Schreier and constructed during
1959 and 1960 by Victor Beauchamp Assaociates for a cost of approximately three million dollars.

Contemporary accounts noted some of the building’s unique architectural features, including the prominent metal spire and the
self-supporting precast concrete “science dome,” which contained innovative wedge-shaped combination lecture hall and
taboratory spaces. The Washington Post described the building as “contemporary in design of brick, concrete and steel,
completely fire-resistive, with enclosing walls principaily of glass, aluminum and ceramic panel. lts three connected wings will
be so arranged as to form an inner quadrangle, the fourth side of which will be formed by a garden wall. The novel science wing
actually is a separate building connected to the general classroom wing by a covered passage” (Washington Post, Sep. 13,
1959).

La Reine High School! closed in 1992 and the student body merged with Bishop McNamara High School in Forestville. The
building was acquired by the Prince George's County Board of Education in 1994 and reopened as a public school, known as
Francis Scott Key Junior High and later Drew-Freeman Middle School.
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Edwin Philip Schreier lived in Chevy Chase and practiced architecture from 1927 to 1978. He studied architecture at Catholic
University from 1920 to 1827. According to his May 11, 1985 obituary in the Washington Post, his early work was primarily
residential construction, and much of his work from the 1950s through his 1978 retirement was for the Catholic Archdiocese of
Washington. He died May 6, 1985.

Drew-Freeman Middle School

The Drew-Freeman Middle School building is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion C, as a well preserved and
unusually elaborate example of mid-century school design. Schreier’s plans drew from a wide variety of Modern styles and
themes including an interest in shapes, colors, and geometric forms that are uncommon in traditional architecture; motifs related
to science and space; and the use of a diverse collection of new or innovative building materials. Additional research may
associate the design and construction of the school with more specific trends in the history of architecture, education, or the
Roman Catholic Church. The ca. 1963 residential building to the north of the school was not evaluated as part of this
Determination of Eligibility but is included in this MIHP record because of its historic association with the school and use of

some common design features.

“Catholic H.S. Is Dedicated.” The Washington Post, Times Herald. May 31, 1961: B6.
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