
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey#: P.G. #78-16 Building Date: ca. 1880 
~~~~-~~~ 

Building Name: Pumphrey Tenant House 

Location: Old Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Private/Vacant/Unoccupied/Unexposed/Inaccessible 

Description 

This is the site of the Pumphrey tenant house. At the time of the 
first survey of Prince George's County historic properties, in 1974, a 
two-story frame farmhouse stood on this 25-acre property. It was at that 
time in deteriorating condition, and was not visited or described as part 
of that survey. It was identified and mapped, and marked for further 
investigation, but was destroyed before 1981. The land, which lies 
between Old Marlboro Pike and Maryland Route 4, has been unimproved since 
that time. Now owned by the Loyal Order of Moose, Suitland Lodge #1856, 
it will be the site of a Lodge building. 

Significance 

/- The Pumphrey Tenant House stood until ca. 1980 on a parcel of land 
which was part of the Mellwood Park acreage of william Pumphrey during the 
mid-nineteenth century. When Pumphrey died in 1877, his land was divided 
by the Equity Court among his heirs. Lot 3, 38~ acres on the south side 
of the Washington-Marlborough Turnpike (southeast of the Mellwood Park 
Mansion), was allotted to his son, John W. Pumphrey. At that time, 1878, 
only one barn stood on this parcel of land. The tenant house and a stable 
were built shortly after this. In 1897, the property was sold to the 
Crowley family of Baltimore, who held it until 1963; during these years, 
the dwelling was occupied by tenant farmers. The acreage of this land, 
Lot 3, has been reduced by the construction in the 1960's of Maryland 
Route 4 along its south boundary. In 1979, the remaining 25~-acre prop­
erty was sold to the Loyal Order of Moose, Suitland Lodge #1856, which 
plans construction of a Lodge. The tenant house was destroyed circa 1980. 

Acreage: 25.26 acres 
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description cf the reaource and its 
various ele~enta as it exists today. 

At the time of the first survey of Prince George's County historic 
properties, in 1974, a two-story frame farmhouse stood on this 25-acre 
property. It was at that time in deteriorating condition, and was not 
visited or described as part of that survey. It was, however, identified 
and mapped, and marked for further investigation. 

The House was destroyed before 1981, but was mistakenly included in 
the Historic Sites and Districts Plan. The land, which lies between Old 
Marlboro Pike and Maryland Route 4, has been unimproved since that time. 
Now owned by the Loyal Order of Moose, Suitland Lodge #1856, it will be 
the site of a Lodge building. 
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Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a qeneral statemnt of history ane 
support. 

The Pumphrey Tenant House. stood until ca. 1980 on a parcel of land 
which was part of the Mellwood Park acreage of William Pumphrey during the 
mid-nineteenth century. When Pumphrey died in 1877, his land was divided 
by the Equity Court among his heirs. Lot 3, 38t acres on the south side 
of the Washington-Marlborough Turnpike (southeast of the Mellwood Park 
Mansion), was allotted to his son, John W. Pumphrey. At that time, 1878, 
only one barn stood on this parcel of land.1 

John Pumphrey soon sold the subject property to his brother, Daniel 
Pumphrey2, who in turn sold it to John H. Traband, the local carriage 
maker who had married into the Pumphrey family.3 In 1886, after the death 
of John Traband, disposition of the land was again decreed by the Equity 
Court. A survey of the property at this ttme shows that a dwelling, 
stable and barn stood on Lot 3.4 In 1897, Traband's daughter, Adeline 
Traband, sold the property to the Crowley family of Baltimore,5 who held 
it until 1963. During these years, the dwelling was occupied by tenant 
farmers. 

The acreage of this land, Lot 3, has been reduced by the construction 
in the 1960 1 s of Maryland Route 4 along its south boundary. In 1979, the 
remaining 25t-acre property was sold to the Loyal Order of Moose,_6 
Suitland Lodge #1856, which plans construction of a Lodge. 

The tenant house which was identified by site surveyors in 1974 had 
been destroyed before the Historic Sites and Districts Plan was 
implemented in 1981. The property was mistakenly included in the Plan at 
that time. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Equity #1199 

2 Prince George's County Deed WAJ#3:86 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST S ~ PG#78-16 urvey .. o. 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Statement of Significance (continued) Section 8 Page 2 ---

3 Prine~ George's County Deed JWB#3:476 

4 Prince George's County Equity #1573 

5 Prince George's County Deed #40:61 

6 Prince George's County Deeds #2911:531, #5087:739 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#78-16 

cf. Notes, Item #8 

1 o. Geographical Data 
25.26 acres 

Acreage of nominated property --------
Quadrangle name Upper Marlboro 1:24000 Quadrangle scale-------
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Verb•I bound•ry description •nd justific•tion 

List •II st•tes •nd counties for properties overl•pping sbte or county bound81rles 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By · 

namettltle Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian 

organization P.G.C. Historic Preservation Commission date December 1988 

street & number c/o MNCPPC, 4010 C .A • .B. telephone ( 301) 952-3521 

city or town 
Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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This is an old, two-story frame farmhouse-apparently of 
19th Century vintage. Not actually visited at time of survey, 
so it needs further investigation. 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

EI!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPE.IHIES OVERLAPPING ST.ATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[ljFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

M-NCPPC 10/10/74 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

8787 Georgia Av~e~.'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-"-5_8~9_-_1_4_8_0~~~~~~~-
cnY OR TOWN STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and ~nventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: ·Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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