PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. 78-22 Building Date: ca. 1880

Building Name: Navajo

Location: 4903 Ritchie-Marlboro Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible
Description:

Navajo stands on a hill in rolling farmland, west of Ritchie-Marlboro
Road. It is a two-and-one-half-story frame gable-roofed house, three bays by
two bays. The three-bay main east facade is highlighted by a central cross
gable with returned cornice and a round-arched 1/1 window. There are heavy,
Italianate cornice brackets and deep overhanging eaves along the roof line, as
well as boxed cornices with crown molding, and cornice returns at all gable
ends. The central entrance has three-pane sidelights and a four-pane transom,
and the surround has crown molding and bracketed architrave. The entrance
porch has heavy chamfered posts, jigsawn brackets and balusters, and console
cornice brackets. The building is covered with German siding painted white,
and rests on a high brick foundation. Windows are 1/1, arranged in pairs; they
have plain board surrounds and black louvered shutters. The roof is covered
with black asphalt shingle. There are two corbelled brick chimneys on the east
plane of the roof, flanking the entrance. A one-story addition is centered on
the west facade, at right angles to the main block. There are two tobacco
barns on the property east of the house; one has a metal, gabled roof, the
other is gable-roofed with side aisles. Behind the house is a small nineteenth
century gable-roofed outbuilding, sided with wide hand-split boards with
tongue-and-groove joints. Its hand-hewn sill rests on a brick foundation, its
cornice is boxed, and there are remnants of decorative bargeboards.

Significance:

Navajo is an excellent example of Victorian vernacular farmhouse with
[talianate decorative detail. It is one of several important nineteenth
century farmsteads west of Upper Marlboro which belonged to the descendants of
Thomas Clagett of Weston. It was constructed ca. 1880 on land which belonged
to Charles Clagett, who provided a home for each of his two sons: Ingleside for
Charles T. Clagett, and Navajo for William B. Clagett. The two houses, both
built in the period shortly after 1875, probably by local builider John C.
Wyvill, were similar in design, with fine Eastlake decorative detail. They
were, however, dissimilar in plan; Navajo has a symmetrical plan with
central-hall and flanking double parlors, while Ingleside has an asymmetrical
plan with large entry hall and unequal rear pariors. William B. Clagett was
prominent in the Democratic party, and was elected to the Maryland Senate in
1897. After his death in 1911, his property was allotted to his son,
and remains today in the possession of his family. It is a prominent landmark
on the Ritchie-Marlboro Road, and, like Ingleside and Keokuk, is a handsome and
important element in a unique agricultural area west of Upper Marlboro.

Acreage: 229.31 acres




Survey No. P.G. 78-22

- . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Navajo
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 4903 Ritchie Marlboro Road ____not for publication
city, town Upper Marlboro —__ vicinity of congressional district 5§
state county p4 worue o
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public —X_ occupied —x agriculture — museum
__X building(s) _X__ private —__ unoccupied ____ commercial — park
— structure ____both ___ work in progress — educational _X_ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
—_ object ____in process —___yes: restricted - government ___ scientific
— being considered —— yes: unrestricted ____ industrial ____ transportation
_x not applicable 2 po ___ military ____other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Rachel Herbst et al

street & number 14803 Pratt Street telephone no.:

city, town Upper Marlbodo state and zip code Md. 20772

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber #4360
street & number Main Street folio 204
city, town  Upper Marlboro estate  Md.

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 __ftederal ____ state _X county __ _ local

epository for survey records History Division MNCPPC

clty, town Riverdale state  Md.




7. Description Survey No. P.G.78-22

Condition Check one Check one

—X excellient ____deteriorated _X__ unaltered X__ original site

N gqod ____ruins ___ altered ____ moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prel.)are both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Navajo stands on a hill in rolling farmland, west of Ritchie-Mariboro
Road. It is a two-and-one-half-story frame gable-roofed house, three bays
by two bays (approximately 40 x 36 feet). The three-bay main (east) facade
is highlighted by a central cross gable at third level, with returned
cornice and a round-arched 1/1 window. There are heavy, Italianate cornice
brackets and deep overhanging eaves along the roof 1ine, as well as boxed
cornices with crown molding and cornice returns at all gable ends. (The
Eastlake-style brackets in the raking cornice of the cross-gable are iden-
tical to those of Ingleside.)

The central entrance has a four-panel door with round arched upper
panels, three pane side-lights and a four-pane transom. The door surround
has crown molding and a bracketed architrave. There is a one-bay entrance
porch with heavy chamfered posts, heavy jigsawn brackets and Jjigsawn
balusters. The porch roof cornice has console brackets.

The building is covered with German siding painted white. Windows are
long 1/1 double hung sash arranged in pairs. They have plain board sur-
rounds and black louvered shutters. The roof is covered with black asphalt
shingle. There are two interior corbelled brick chimneys on the east plane
of the roof, flanking the entrance. A third corbelled brick chimney is
between the first and second bays on the west (rear) plane of the roof.

The building rests on a high brick foundation.

A one-story gable-roofed two-bay addition (approximately 16 by 20
feet) is centered on the west (rear) facade, its gable ridge at right
angles to the main block. It has a bracketed cornice and rests on a high
brick foundation. There is an interior brick chimney at the ridge of this
rear addition.

There are two tobacco barns on the property east of the house, located
on the slope between the house and Ritchie-Mariboro Road. One has a metal,
gabled roof; the other is gable-roofed with side aisles.

Behind the house (to the west) is a small nineteenth century gable-
roofed outbuilding, ca. 12 feet square. It is sided with 12" wide hand-
split boards laid with tongue-and-groove joints, and its hand-hewn sill
rests on a brick foundation. Its cornice is boxed and there are remnants
of decorative bargeboards. The roof is of standing seam tin. Entrance is
in the east facade; there are no windows.

Also located just west of the main house are two twentieth century
sheds with concrete foundations.



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. 78-22

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion
— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —___ science
—1500-1599 ____ agricuiture — economics — literature — sculpture
— 1600-1699 _X_architecture —_ education — military — social/
— 17001799 ____ art ___engineering — music humanitarian
—X_1800-1899 ___ commerce —exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
— 1900- —___communications —_industry —_ politics/government —x transportation
___ invention other (specity)
local history
Specific dates C3. 1880 Builder/Architect John C. Wyvill (7?)
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _ C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A 8 _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Navajo is an excellent example of Victorian vernacular farmhouse with
Italianate decorative detail. It is one of several important nineteenth
century farmsteads west of Upper Marlboro which belonged to the descendants
of Thomas Clagett of Weston. It was constructed ca. 1880 for William B.
Clagett on land which belonged to his father Charles Clagett, who had,
together with his own father Thomas Clagett of Weston, acquired a large
amount of farmland west of Upper Marlboro.! Out of this land, Charles
Clagett provided a home for each of his two sons: Ingleside (#78-14b) was
constructed for Charles T. Clagett, and Navajo was constructed for William
B. Clagett. The two houses, both built in the period shortly after 1875
(probably by local builder John C. Wyvill), were similar in design, with
fine Eastlake (Italianate) decorative detail. They were, however, dis-
similar in plan; Navajo has a symmetrical plan with central-hall and flank-
ing double parlors, while Ingleside has an asymmetrical plan with large
formal entry hall and unequal rear parlors (cf. Strawberry Hill, #79-37).
Navajo was the home of William B. Clagett, who was prominent in the State
Democratic party, and was elected to the Maryland Senate in 1897.2 After
his death in 1911 Navajo was by the agreement of his children allotted to
his son William B. Clagett, Jr., who died without direct heirs in 1947.
The property today remains in the possession of the heirs of his sib-
lings.3 It is a prominent landmark on the Ritchie-Marlboro Road, and,
like Ingleside and Keokuk, is a handsome and important element in a unique
agricultural area west of Upper Marlboro.

Notes:
1 Prince George's County Deed, AB #7:32; CSM #3:601.

2 E. G. Bowie, Across the Years in Prince George's County, pp. 141-150;
Prince George's County Will, JBP #1:172.

3 ¢f. Chain of Title.
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Cf. Chain of Title

Cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state

code county code

state

code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Susan G. Pearl,

Research Historian

organization Historic Preservation Commission date July 1985
street & number C/0 Co. Planning MNCPPC telephone 952-3521
city or town Upper Marlboro state Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to:

Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House

21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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for the
NATIONAIL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Navahoe_

{2 LOCATION - = R R e

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ritchie Marlboro Road

CITY CR TOWN:

Upper Marlboro

STATE COUNTY:
Maryland _ Prince George's
o CLASSIFICATION 7 oot oo e o e e R
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
W STAT
(Check One) OWNERSHIP - us TO THE PUBLIC
(] District &Build.ing [J Public Public Acquisition: ¥ Occupied * Yes:
[ Site 3 Structure g Private [ in Process [ Unoccupied [0 Restricted
[ Object ] Beth [ Being Considered [ Preservation work 0 Untestricted
in progress & Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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OWNER'S NAME:

William B. Clagett (Rs; O. Tucker, Tenant)

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: i STATE:

{5, LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Upper Marlboro © Maryland
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg, #):
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS oo o0 o -
TITLE OF SURVEY: —

None .
DATE OF SURVEY: {0 Federal [ State [ County [ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVYEY RECORDS:
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

] 70 5S560oY

PG: 78-22
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(7. DESCRIPTION
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(Check One)
7] Deteriorated [ Ruins {3 ‘Unexposed

CONDITION

B Altered

(Check One)

. O Unclitered

(Check One)
[J Moved B Original Site

main (east) facade.

-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a two story, frame building with a three bay

The cehtral doorway is flanked by double

windows, with 1/1 double hung sash. There is a central facade
gable and the cornice is bracketed. Chimneys rise on the

front slope of the roof on either side of the gable.
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Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

MNCPPC : 9 Oct 74
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8787 Georgia Avenue

1C1TY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Spring Maryland
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#4360:204
2 May 1974
Deed

#4050:602
28 Jan 1972
Deed of
Partition

#2003:59
19 June 1956
Deed

#2003:56
14 June 1956
Deed

GSO #1:354
1949
Will

#8812
20 Sept 1947
Estate File

#116:372
31 July 1916
Deed

#116:362

31 July 1916

Deed of
Partition

Chain of Title

Navajo
P.G. 78-22

W. B. C. Addison and H. C. B. Clagett, Jr., personal
representatives of estate of Charles Clagett, to them-
selves and other Clagett heirs, fractional interests
totalling one-third in Navajo, 229.9 acres.

Charles Clagett, Rachel Herbst and Joseph Addison, Jr.,
parties of first part; James M. Sill and Elizabeth Sill
Wood, parties of second part; all owners of Navajo.
Parties of second part agree to grant to parties of
first part Navajo, 232.9 acres.

William B. C. Addison et ux to Joseph Addison Jr.,
their 1/12 interest in Navajo which grantor obtained
from will of his mother, Marquerite Addison.

Katherine Johnson et vir to Joseph Addison, Jr., her
1/2 interest in Navajo (306.38 acres) which she
obtained from will of her mother Marquerite Addison.

Testator, Marquerite Clagett Addison, her interest in
Navajo to her children, Joseph, William, and
Katherine.

William B. Clagett, Jr., died intestate 20 September
1947 ; brother Charles Clagett administrator; leaves
sisters Rachel Herbst, Louise Sill and Marquerite
Addison, and brother Charles Clagett. Real estate,
Navajo ca. 306 acres.

Rachel Clagett to brother Willjam B. Clagett, Jr., her
half interest in Navajo.

Marquerite Clagett Addison and Charles Clagett, parties
of first part; William B. Clagett, Jr., and Rachel
Clagett, parties of second part. Decree of Equity
Court (#4310) to divide property of their father
William B. Clagett, deceased; parties of first part
each to receive 1/2 interest in the Cottage (306.38
acres) parties of second part each to receive 1/2
interest in Navajo (306.38 acres), same properties
acquired by Thomas Clagett by AB #7:32.




#4310
1916
Equity

WAM #1:297
26 Aug 1911
Will

JBP #1:172
16 June 1894
Will

CSM #3:601
26 Sept 1860
Deed

AB #7:32
11 Nov 1831
Deed

P63 -2

Division of real estate of William B. Clagett; Court
decrees that three Commissioners shall divide equally
Clagett's real estate among his heirs. (Navajo was
home farm of William B. Clagett; both Navajo and The
Cottage now occupied by tenants).

Testator, William B. Clagett; Enfield Chase farm to
wife Estelle; all other real estate to be divided
equally among children of his first marriage.

Testator, Charles Clagett; (farm of son Charles T.
Clagett to his widow, Elizabeth Clagett); all other real
estate to son William B. Clagett, who is executor.

Thomas and Adeline Clagett to (son) Charles Clagett,
part of the Cottage Plantation now in Charles' posses-
sion, ca. 500 acres, plus 44 acres of woodland.

Thomas F. Bowie, trustee, to Thomas Clagett, real
estate of John E. Berry including parts of Beall's
Chance, Green Spring, Fowler's Delight, Charles Hills
and Brook Grove, 822-1/2 acre,
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PG: 78-22

Navajo

Prince George's County, MD.

Susan G. Pearl

April 1985

East elevation

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






pPG: 78-22
Navajo
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
March 1985
Northwest 3/4 elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






PG: 78-22
Nevajo
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
March 1985
South elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






PG: 78-22
Navajo (outbuilding)
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
March 1985
Northwest 3/4 elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






PG: 78-22
Navajo
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
March 1985
East entrance
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






PG: 78-22
Navajo
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
March 1985
West elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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NAME  NAVATO PG: 78-22
LOCAT!  RA\TCHIE /MARLBoRe Rd. UPPER MARLBORO Md.
FACADE E
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NAME NAVATSO —ToBACO BARN  pG: 78-22
LOCATION RITCRIE /MARLBORO Rd UPPER MARL BoRo,Md.
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NAME  NAVASD - VoAt AARA PG: 78-22
LOCATION RATCHIE- [ MARLBORD Ped  UFPIER. MARLBYRD, Md.
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