
Ryon Farm Survey District (Cabin Branch Development) 
MIHP # PG:78-46 
Westphalia, Prince George's County, MD 
1930-1960 
Private 

Capsule Summary 

The 25-acre Ryon Farm property is the consolidation of seven separate parcels and now contains four standing 

residential structures and associated outbuildings that are over 50 years of age. All residences and three 

outbuildings appear to date to the mid-20th-century and are related to the same family. Due to the consolidation of 

the properties these four structures are considered here together. Other buildings on the site include a modem house 

on Ryon Road that appears to date to the late-20th-century. 

The four dwellings and their associated outbuildings within the Cabin Branch Study Area are not associated with 

significant events (Criterion A) or persons (Criterion B); do not embody distinctive characteristics of type, period, or 

method of construction (Criterion C); and are unlikely to provide information important in history (Criterion D). 

They are in a dilapidated state and retain little integrity of design, workmanship, or materials. Therefore, they are not 

eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Ryon Farm Survey District 

other Cabin Branch 

2. Location 
street and number 8904, 8908, 9000 Armstrong Lane I 4379 Ryon Road 

city, town Westphalia 

county Prince George's 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name NVR, Inc. 

street and number 4780 Corridor Place, Suite B 

city, town Beltsville state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. PG:78-46 

not for publication 

~ vicinity 

telephone 240.542-1982 

zip code 20750 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Register of Deeds liber 31521 folio 207 and 28340/592 

city, town Upper Marlboro, MD tax map 090D3 tax parcel tax ID number 0611269, 0468926, 0454405, 0611251 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 

X Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: __________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
_K_district 
__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_X_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture 
__ commerce/trade 
__ defense 
_X_domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ landscape 
__ recreation/culture 
__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

9 buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

9 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 

fair 

~ deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. PG:78-46 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

The 25-acre Ryon Farm Survey District is the consolidation of seven separate parcels and now contains four standing residential 
structures and three outbuildings that are over 50 years of age. An additional two outbuildings appear to be of recent construction. 
All dwellings appear to date to the mid-20th-century and are related to the same family. Due to the consolidation of the properties 
these four structures are considered here together. Other buildings on site include a modem house on Ryon Road that appears to date 
to the late-20th-century. 

4379 Ryon Road: 

4379 Ryon Road (Liber 3238 Folio 92) is a mid-20th-century, one-story, side-gabled frame residence with asbestos siding and an 
asphalt-singled roof set on a concrete block foundation. It is three bays wide and two bays deep with measurements of 32 feet wide 
and 28 feet deep. The structure was boarded at both the doors and windows so neither these features nor the interior could be 
observed, however, first-story windows appear to have been wood, double-hung sashes. A few vinyl shutters remain on some window 
openings. The exterior of the foundation has steel sash, two-light casement windows which lead to a basement. The home features a 
poured concrete front entry on its southeast comer with small, overhung roof and a concrete block, south gable-side entry with a 
pressure-treated deck that wraps around from the side entry to the rear of the house. The side entry is protected by a small, side gabled 
roof. The north fayade features a chimney which likely vents the heating system. This building is in a deteriorated condition with 
cracking foundation and crumbling concrete stoops and stairs. A small plywood clad shed with asphalt shingle roof lies northwest of 
the house. It appears to date from the late-20th-century. 

9000 Armstrong Lane: 

9000 Armstrong Lane (Liber 31521 Folio 207) is a mid-20th-century, one-and-one-half story, side-gabled frame dwelling with 
breezeway and one-and-one-half story attached garage addition. The main house measures 28 feet wide by 32 feet deep. Three bays 
wide and two bays deep, the house sits on a concrete block foundation. The basement level has awning windows. The front steps are 
concrete leading to a deteriorated wood four panel door with fan light. The main house features aluminum siding over what appears to 
be asbestos siding as visible in rear additions. An exterior brick chimney is present on the east gable end that pierces the roof of the 
breezeway addition. 

The gable sides are clad with aluminum resembling board and batten and the asphalt-shingled roof features a wide front dormer with 
triple window opening. The windows have all been removed but a single set has been left in the house demonstrating that windows 
were six-over-six, double hung wood sashes. The house is primarily entered through the side split-entry with step up to the rear 
kitchen which features metal cabinets and steps down to an unfinished basement. Original interior walls are plaster with deep 
baseboard although the front room appears to have a newer dividing wall over the basement stairway. A small addition on the 
northeast comer at the rear measures 15 feet wide and extends eight feet from the rear wall. Originally clad with asbestos siding, it 
was later clad with aluminum although most of the aluminum has been removed. 

The breezeway is a simple one-story, side-gabled structure with concrete block foundation and continuous line of three windows and 
an entrance door on both south and north sides. Walls are clad with asbestos siding and the front-gabled roof is clad with asphalt 
shingles. Windows and doors have been removed. The garage is two bays deep with a very wide overhead door on its front, or south 
entrance. The garage is clad with aluminum siding. The two side windows are three-pane fixed wooden sashes and rear windows were 
two, six-pane fixed sashes of which one remains. The garage has wooden steps leading to its upper half story. The half story of the 
garage retains a single six-over-six, double hung wood window. The garage may have been originally constructed as a detached 
structure and connected by the breezeway at a later date. The entire structure is in poor condition with nearly all windows and doors 
removed, siding in disrepair, and interior in ruins. A small plywood clad shed oflate-20th -century origin, having asphalt shingled roof, 
lies northwest of the house. It is nearly obliterated by vegetation. 
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8908 Armstrong Lane: 

Inventory No. PG:78-46 

8908 Armstrong Lane (Liber 28340 Folio 592) is a mid-20th-century, one-story, side-gabled, three-by-one bay frame residence with 
numerous additions. The original structure measures 25 feet wide and 20 feet deep. It sits on a concrete foundation and has asbestos 
siding and asphalt shingled roof. At the southeast corner of the front is a deep front porch with two turned wooden columns supported 
by a concrete floor. The porch has a shed roof with asphalt shingles. Three additions have been constructed to the rear (north) of the 
original house. The first appears to be an early side-gabled ell addition which is one-bay deep. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles. 
The remaining two additions are also side-gabled additions tacked on to the rear of the ell. The exteriors of these additions are clad 
with plywood on shallow, poured concrete slabs with remnants of both asbestos and aluminum siding and boarded up windows. The 
interior of the original structure, visible through a single broken six-over-six, double-hung wood window at the rear, appears to be of 
similar construction to 9000 Armstrong Lane with plaster walls and deep baseboards. This structure is in very poor condition. 

8904 Armstrong Lane: 

8904 Armstrong Lane (Liber 31521 Folio 207) is a mid-20th-century, one-and-one-half story, cross-gabled, frame residence with 
asbestos siding and poured concrete foundation. It measures 26 feet wide and 27 feet deep with a 16-foot wide addition on its east 
side. A central front entry features poured concrete steps and concrete stoop. The rear has a one-bay cross gabled section that appears 
to be original to the structure. All the windows and door are boarded and the interior could not be examined. Windows are flanked by 
wooden shutters. Basement windows are three-pane wood awnings. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles and an exterior brick 
chimney rises from the east gable end, piercing a shed roofed addition. 

A shed-roofed addition is attached to the east side. It is frame, set on brick piers and has a combination of aluminum and asphalt 
siding. The aluminum siding pattern suggests that this was once an open porch that was later enclosed. The north side of the addition 
has concrete steps leading to the basement. A rear entrance with concrete stoop is located within the northeast inside corner formed by 
the main house and the rear ell. The house is in poor condition. 

To the north of this residence, on the narrow but deep lot, stand three standing outbuildings. The first is a small, side-gabled shed with 
two windows flanking a central wood door. The shed is clad with un-painted clapboard and is in very poor condition. The second is a 
long, shallow, frame workshop with shed roof clad with asphalt roll roofing, having two sets of large wood doors. This building is also 
in very poor condition. The third outbuilding is a small, side-gabled, frame barn with vertical board siding that is nearly in ruins. All 
outbuildings are set on poured concrete foundations. 
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P.137 
8904 Annstrona Lane 

p 199 

P.147 
9000 Annstrong Lane 

P.201 
8908 Annstrong Lane 

Inventory No. PG:78-46 

Map of the Seven Separate Parcels that Constitute the Ryon Farm Survey District. 
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Inventory No. PG:78-46 

Approximate Location of the Ryon Farm Survey District on the Upper Marlboro -
East Washington, Maryland 15-Minute USGS Quadrangle (1938). 
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Ryon Farm Survey District on 1938 Aerial Photograph (M-NCPPC 2002 - 2012). 
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Ryon Farm Survey District on 1965 Aerial Photograph (M-NCPPC 2002 - 2012). 
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Ryon Farm Survey District on 1977 Aerial Photograph (M-NCPPC 2002 - 2012). 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

K 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
2i. architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates Circa 1930 - 1960 

Evaluation for: 

-~X~- National Register 

Inventory No. PG:78-46 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

____ Maryland Register ___ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The four dwellings and their associated outbuildings within Ryon Fann are not associated with significant events (Criterion A) or 
persons (Criterion B); do not embody distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C); and are 
unlikely to provide information important in history (Criterion D). They are in a dilapidated state and retain little integrity of design, 
workmanship, or materials. Therefore, they are not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Ryon Fann has been traced to a transfer between the heirs of Allen P. Bowie and Catherine Ryon in 1886. Catherine and her 
husband, Robert, lived at a now-demolished home at the intersection of Armstrong Lane and Ryon Road. Between 1900 and 1910 
Robert Ryon died and the eldest son, Milton Ryon, received 19 acres of the property and lived with his mother and his wife, Julia, 
in the family home. In 1920 Milton purchased 10 additional acres from his siblings following the settlement of an equity case. 
Milton Ryon died in 1931 and his second wife, Juanita, (Julia died) remained in the family home while Milton's son, Robert, 
acquired the property at 8904 Armstrong Lane, having life tenancy with the property transferring to his children upon his death. 
This seems to indicate that Robert was living on the property at the time of his father's death. This property passed to Robert's son's 
widow, T. Eileen Ryon, upon Robert's death in 1968. 8908 Armstrong Lane passed to Robert's daughter, Doris and her husband, 
Jefferson Davis Chestnut. In 1971 the front portion of this property was sub-divided from the rear portion and the home went to 
Doris's daughter and her husband, Carol and Raymond Decatur. 9000 Armstrong Lane was divided from the original parcel in the 
1940s and given to the Chestnuts by Juanita Ryon. 4379 Ryon Road, and the adjacent parcel passed to Eileen Ryon in 1953 with 
the adjacent parcel being divided off in 1965. 

The Ryon family owned the property from 1886 until the late-20th-century, subdividing it as the family grew and changed. From a 
single residence (now demolished), a total of six residences existed within the Ryon Fann property at one time. Currently five 
dwellings remain standing but one has not been evaluated here as it was not constructed until after 1965. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. PG:78-46 

Prince Georges County Deeds: Court House 14735 Main Street Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

25 

Upper Marlboro, MD 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: .:...7.=5-=-m=m=· =ut=e'------

The 25-acre Ryon Farm Survey District is the consolidation of seven separate parcels and now contains five standing residential 
dwellings and associated outbuildings. These are parcels 137, 147, 148, 149, 172, 199 and 201. One dwelling on Ryon Road is of 
relatively recent construction. The remaining four appear to have been individually constructed but all date to the mid-20th-century 
and are related to the same family. Due to the consolidation of the properties and the common family ownership these four 
structures are considered here together. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

David C, Berg, Architectural Historian and Jeanne A. Ward, President/Principal Archaeologist 

Applied Archaeology and History Associates, Inc. date 11/10/2014 

615 Fairglen Lane telephone 410.224.3402 

Annapolis state Maryland 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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1946 A Brief History of Prince George's County in the Perspective of Three Centuries 
Commemorating Its 25'h Anniversary. Unpublished Manuscript, Avondale, Maryland. 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
1938 Aerial photographs, Prince George's County, Maryland. Available on-line at 

www.pgatlas.com/mncppc. 
1968 Aerial photographs, Prince George's County, Maryland. Available on-line at 

www.pgatlas.com/mncppc. 
1977 Aerial photographs, Prince George's County, Maryland. Available on-line at 

www.pgatlas.com/mncppc. 
1998 Aerial photographs, Prince George's County, Maryland. Available on-line at 

www.pgatlas.com/mncppc. 

United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
1983 Upper Marlboro - East Washington, Maryland 7.5-minute quadrangle. United States Geological Survey, 

Denver. 
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Upper Marlboro- East-Wasl1i11gteA,. Maryland 7.5-Minute USGS Quadrangle (1983). 
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Photo Log 
Ryon Farm Survey District 

Photo2raph Number Description 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 01.tif 4379 Ryon Road: Front Facade, View to West. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 02.tif 4379 Ryon Road: Rear and Side Facade, View to South. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 03.tif 4379 Ryon Road: Side Entry Showing Poured Concrete Stoop, View to 

North. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 04.tif 4379 Ryon Road: Window Well to Cellar, West Fa9ade, View to East. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 05.tif 4379 Ryon Road: Shed, View to North. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 06.tif 9000 Armstrong Lane: Front Fa9ade, View to the Northwest showing - -

house, breezeway, and garage. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 07. tif 9000 Armstrong Lane: Front Fa9ade, Detail of breezeway, View to - -

Southwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 08.tif 9000 Armstrong Lane: Rear Facade, View to South. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 09.tif 9000 Armstrong Lane, Concrete block foundation and aluminum siding. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 1 O.tif 9000 Armstrong Lane: Kitchen in Rear Ell showing metal cabinets, - -

View to Northwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 11. tif 8908 Armstrong Lane: Front (South) Entry, Showing Boarded Front - -

Door and Window and Porch Columns, View to East. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 12.tif 8908 Armstrong Lane: West Fa9ade, Showing Multiple Additions, View - -

to Northeast. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 13 .tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: Front (South) Facade, View to Northeast. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 14.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: West Facade, View to East. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 15.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: Part of East and North (Rear) Fa9ade. View to - -

Southwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 16.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: East Fa9ade Shed Roof Addition, View to - -

Southwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 17 .tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: Detail of Brick Piers of Shed Roof Addition, - -

View to Southwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 18.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: First Outbuilding, View to West. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 19.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: Second Outbuilding, View to Northwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 20.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: Third Outbuilding, View to Northwest. 
PG-78-46 2014-10-01 21.tif 8904 Armstrong Lane: Detail of Third Outbuilding, View to Northwest. 

All photographs printed with Epson UltraChrome inks on Epson Premium Photo Paper Glossy. 






















































































