
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES sm~·1ARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey ~ 79-23 Date before 1860 
~~~~~~~~~ 

Building Name ~•Iagruders' Law Office 

Location 14 708 I':ain Street, Upper !;!arlboro 

Open to Public ~ yes ~ no 

The Magruders' Law Office is a small, rectangular, fra.:n~, 

one-story building with gable roof. Constructed in the Greek 

Revival style, the south gable end faces the street. rhis main 
facade is styled with three bays, four engaged pilasters, full 

entablature and returns of the bracketed cornice. Above each 
opening is a plain rec~angular P?-nel with a cut-out circle in the 

center. Matching plain panels are belmv each ·Nindow. i'he entrance, 
located in the third bay, is inset, surrounded with matching panels. 

The Magruders' Law Office was buil"t for a law office and has 

served that purpose since 1860. Alt.hough it was construc-ced in the 

Greek Revival style ·nhich was very popular, it is one of the very 

few examples of the style remaining in the County. The law prac­

tice which prompted the erection of this building was started in 
1832 by Caleb Clarke :fagruder. C.C. Magruder, Jr., joined his 

father's firm in 1864, as did grandsons C.C. IvTagruder III and -

Mercer Hampton T1Tagruder in 1888 and 1889. l'hese men were consid­

ered to be among the most prominent attorneys in i1iaryland. 
. .. 

"~.,-i~ 

-----------~·'.;;ii 



. ' 

--
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST PA#79-23 

Magruders' Law Office 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

·The Magruders' Law Office 
---AN-D-/O_R_C_O_M_M_ON 

fJLOCA TION 
STREET & NUMBER 

14708 Main Street 
CITY. l'OWN 

Upper Marlboro VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAss1FICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

XBUILDING(SI X.PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

[I OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mittie H. Magruder 
STREET & NUMBER 

3908 N. Charles St. 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore _ VICINITY OF 

EILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

MNCPPC Inventory 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth District 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY :x-OTHER Law Of c. 

Telepl1.011e # : 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
MD 21218 

Liber #: Will WDA#ll:l69 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

1973 -FEDERAL -STATE x-COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

OTY. TOWN STATE 



El DESCRIPTION 

~CELlENT 

-GOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-DETERIORATED _UNALTERED X..ORIGfNAl SITE 

-RUINS x....ALTERED _MOVED DATE, __ _ 

-UNEXPOSED (Interior alterations onlyj 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Magruders' Law Office is a small, rectangular, frame, 

one-story building with gable roof. Constructed in the Greek 

Revival style, the :ou~ gable end faces the street. This main 

facade is styled with three bays, four engaged pilasters, full 

entablature and returns of the bracketed eave cornice. The lunette 

in the pediment is louvered. Above each opening is a plain 

retangular panel with a circle cut out in the center. Matching 

plain panels are below each window. The entrance, located in the 

third bay, is inset, surrounded with matching panels. 

~- • ,.. ! ~ - - .. 
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!J SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND jUSTIFY BELOW 

-PRE~ISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC .,.....COMMUNITY PLANNING_ -LANDSCAPE ARC~ITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HiSTORIC _CONSERVATION -'Jf}-AW -SCIENCE 

- 1500-1599 ---AGR:CULTi.JRE _ECONOMICS -LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
-1800-1699 ~RCH!TECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 
-1700-1799 ---ART _ENGINEERING -MUSIC _THEATER 

JC1800-1899 -COMMER:::E _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 
-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _lNOUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER <SPECIFY) 

_lNVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Unknown BUfLDER/ARCHITECT' Unkno-wn 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE' 

The Magruders' Law Office was built for a law office and has 

served that purpose since 1860. Although it was constructed in 

the Greek Revival style which was very popular at that time, it 

is one of the very few examples of the style remaining in the 

County. The law practice which prompted the erection of this 

building was started in 1832 by Caleb Clarke Magruder. For many 

years he was associated in business with Thomas George Pratt who was 

Governor from 1845 to 1848 and United States Senator from 1850 to 

1857. Caleb Clarke Magruder, Jr. joined his father's firm in 1864, 

as did grandsons Caleb Clarke Magruder, III and Mercer Hampton 

Magruder in 1888 and 1889. These men were considered to be among 

the most prominent attorneys in Maryland, each in his time acting 

as counsel in many important cases. 

Remarks: Possibly National Register material 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BlBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Prince George's County Land Records, Courthouse, Upper Marlboro, Md. 

Liber JBB-5, folio 653 
Prince George's Co. Probate Records, Courthous~, Upper Marlboro, Md. 

Administrations: 1248; 8438 
Wills: GPH 2: 631, WDA 11:169 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
-. - r; 

. ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERiY _______ _ 

Item #9 Cont. 
American Clan Gregor Society Proceedings of Tenth Annual Gathering, 

n.d., pp. 71-80. 
Magruder, Mercer Hampton, Biographical notes, unpubiished. ·1961. 

VERBAL BOUNOA~Y.DESCRIP"'fiON 

Part of Lot 10~, nort:ii side of Main St., Upper Marlboro, Md • 
. - ~ \.. ~- - - - ......._ .. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Mar~aret w Cook . June .1978 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

5621 Delaware Drive 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Oxon Hill, Md. 20021 

.. ·. . ~ . 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of ,individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION F0&."-1 
for the 

IP<..#79-2~ 
~! • _, 

/ /() .3CJ 3 '131/ 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

ft~: NAME: . ·.·.• \\ .. :···:.:·.·.· ·.: ·).:•;:.· .. · .. ··< ... :·\< •• :. ·:.· : :. .· : ···.·······. ·. .· 

COMMON: 

Main Street Buildinqs 
AND/QR HISTORIC: 

12: LOCA~:ON: .. : 
: .. .:: ·. : . 

·-STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

I lcouNTY: Prince I Marv land Georqe' s 
tl: CLASSlF'ICATION :. .:. 

: : : ·> •· \: ..... ) .. ····• •····.·. ·.·· ... ·•: 
:. 

:• •·. .. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check On") TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Di stri et ~ Building 0 Public: Public Acquisition: !a Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure ~ Private 0 In Proc0tss 0 Unoccupied iii Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation worM 0 Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Cheek One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 T ronsportotion 0 Comments 

8 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Mi litory 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

~4i{ OWNER OF PROPERTY <··:.·· ... · .. ····:...::.,:.• > . :.· :• .. .. . <•\•·· > 
... · .•. 

.·· .·.· . :· .......... :: . 

OWNER'S NAME: 

( 1) Suburban Trust Company/(2) Mittie Magruder 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

RR Box 2181 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

15TAT~~ryland Upper Marlboro 
I~; t,QC.AJ:J01'f Of• t; E(;A(DESCRf PTfOt{· .··.· > : ......... . • .. ::•:•: •... ·•·•.······ ·•·•.:•: .. • .. / .. : .. •· ::•.···· ·.· ···:. .::: •:.• •·•· ...... : ·.·.· .·.· .. 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 
Prince George's County Courthouse 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: !STATE 
Upper Marlboro Maryland 

Title R~f erence of Current DA&>d (Book & Po. #} : 
t?t ·~·r;'i?RJ:S,i:NTAJlO~oiE:xtsTING SURVEYS .· ·:· •·:: ... ··.· •. ·: .·.· .·. •/i( i \ > \ .. ·· ;····· · .. · .. :::'.\.·::.:~ . ·,: ·. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

None 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN' rTATE: 



-

CONDITION 
0 Excellent ij Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

!§l Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 

••.•. ·.·:·.··:· -.·.:· ... ·.·.,.· -·· ·-.-: :_::::.·--·-·'.·.·.··--.-.· 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ill Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PFIE3ENT AND OFllGINAL. (if known) PHYSICAi.. APPEAFIANCE 

The two buildings are on the north side 

of Main Street. 

(1) The westernmost building is a white, 

frame, classical revival, L~ree bay structure 

with a returned cornice supported by brackets. 

The heavy articulation of the facade with 

pilasters and arches gives the building a 

striking appearance. 

(2) A small, frame, mansarded building sits 

to the east of the classical revival building. 

It has been much remodelled, with a picture 

window added nn the facade. It has a bracketed 

cornice and tongue-and-groove siding. 
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(~/ StG~lffJ~~:y;t: }::;::;:~:::::· .;;::: :·: ·':.::: .. 

PERIOD (Check One or MM••• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl< One or More aa Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 Art Architecture 0 
0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- - -- . -

- - _. ...... -

°'·:·:' .O:::>:; :::.··< :.-:.·:·· .. ·• ... ·· 

0 18th Century 

iB 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

........ 

:::.:• 

0 
0 

.• ·::. ·:·.c: .': ...• :··-.:-: .......... :, .... ':?:.\ .. 

0 20th Century 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

I 

, , 



.. . \ .... ···.•··· .. · 

L.ATITUOE ANO L.ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 

LATITUDE AND L.ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1~~~~...-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1Rr-~~~~~~-O--F~L._E_s_s~T_H_ArN~T_E_N~A_c.=.....;R~E~S~~-~~~~--+ 
CORNER L.ATITUDE L.ONGITUOE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

jL.IST AL.L. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL.APPING STATE OR COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

NAME ANO TITL.E: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CI TY OR TOWN: STATE 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes SecoAds 
0 

BOUNDARIES 

IDATE 4/17 /7 3 

Silver Spring Maryland 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O -

Signature 
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NAME Cl 1166£-71 o~,C1 c£ (le.; 7o J>) ,/11(/ i> L-G4!1C# c .:: ·v~n..e ~£,tr- ~) 
fG 7' 2 3 

LOCATION /'/7tJg H/1/4 Sr, v/9/7£.e #/.',et.&/~ ~ 

FACADE S' 

PHOTO TAl~EN 


