
Survey #: P.G. #79-58 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Building Date: 

Building Name: Perrywood 

1840, 1941 

Location: 13401 Oak Grove Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Description 

Perrywood is a five-by-three bay rectangular dwelling with low three 
bay east and west wings. It stands on a 29 acre parcel in the rural 
central County. The house is reached by two long gravel tree-lined access 
roads, one from Enterprise Road and the other from Oak Grove Road. The 
five-bay north (main) facade has central entrance. Windows on the facade 
are 6/6 sash with plain wood surrounds and louvered shutters. The entry 
door and two flanking windows are sheltered by a three-bay entrance porch 
with four Doric columns. There are flat pilasters where the porch roof 
meets the wall. The house is sided with flush horizontal wood siding, 
having narrow corner boards. It stands on a high brick foundation with 
windows in window wells. There is a wide frieze and modillioned overhang­
ing cornice. The hipped slate roof of the main block is surmounted by a 
11 widow 1 s walk" with a wooden balustrade. The interior has a central hall 
with flanking double parlors. The Perrywood grounds are landscaped and 
quite scenic. 

Significance 

Perrywood is architecturally significant for features of the main 
block dating from its construction ca. 1840. The Georgian floor plan and 
dimensions of the main block may date from an earlier house on the site, 
listed on the 1798 Federal Direct Tax. The house was renovated in 1941, 
with the construction of the east and west wings, the alteration of the 
chimney placement and significant interior alterations. The result is an 
ilJl)osing dwelling with a mix of historic and added antique features. 
Perrywood is also significant for its association with the Brooke family, 
who owned and resided at the property from 1793 through 1941, and for its 
association with William H. Tuck, who purchased and renovated it in 1941. 

Acreage: 29 acres 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic Perrywood 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 13401 Oak Grove Road _ not for publieatlon 

city, town Upper Marlboro _ vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Maryland county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
---X- building(•) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_X_prlvate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

being considered 
X not applicable 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
T yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_X_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name Hill i am F. Chesley 

street & number 13401 Oak Grove Road telephone no.: 

city, town Upper ~arl boro state and zip code Maryland 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pri nee George's County Courthouse liber 5437 

street&number Main Street folio 836 

city, town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tit~ Historic Sites and Districts Plan 

_date July 1981 _federal _state _X county _local 

deposltoryforsurveyrecords Historic Sites and Districts Plan, Room 4010, C.A.B. 

city, town Upper Marlboro state 
Maryland 
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7. ·Description 

C"ldltlon 
_exceHent 
_good _, .. , 

CMckone 
_ deteriormted _ unaltered 
_ rulM _x_ •ltered 
_unexpoud 

Check one 
_x_ original 11te 
- moved dme of move 

Survey No. P.G.#79-58 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Perrywood is a five-by-three bay rectangular dwelling with low three 
bay east and west wings. It stands on a 29 acre parcel in the rura 1 
central County. The house is reached by two long gravel tree-lined access 
roads, one from Enterprise Road and the other from Oak Grove Road. 

The five-bay north (main) facade has central entrance through a six­
panel door with flanking three-light sidelights above wainscot panels. 
The door is surmounted by a three-light transom. The surround is composed 
of wide flat pilasters supporting a plain entablature above the doorway. 
Painted on the architrave is a Latin inscription, "Ille Terrarum Mihi 
Praeter Omnes Angulus Ridet. 11 A quotation from the Latin poet Horace, it 
means "This spot is to me the most pleasant in the world. 11 

Windows on the facade are 6/6 sash with plain wood surrounds and 
louvered shutters held in place by metal 11 511 shaped pins. The entry door 
and two flanking windows are sheltered by a three-bay entrance porch. The 
porch is set high on a brick foundation, reached by a flight of five 
masonry stairs. The flat porch roof is supported by four Doric columns.· 
There are flat pilasters where the porch roof meets the wall. The porch 
has a full entablature and overhanging crown molded cornice. 

The house is sided with flush horizontal wood siding, having narrow 
corner boards. It stands on a high brick foundation with windows in 
window wells. There is a wide frieze and modillioned overhanging cornice. 
The hipped slate roof of the main block is surmounted by a "widow's walk" 
with a wooden balustrade. 

The three-bay east elevation of the main block has a wide centered 
exterior brick chimney. Two windows flank it on the second story, in the 
north and south bay. A small shed roof dormer centered above the facade 
is behind the chimney. It contains a 6/6 sash window and is slate-sided. 
The :acade is dominated by the one story, four-by-two bay east wing. The 
wing is centered on the facade and slightly narrower than the main block. 
It is four bays on the north and south, with a hipped roof. The wing ends 
in an east one bay block with a gable roof and enclosed pediment on the 
north and south sides. The windows, siding and high brick foundation are 
the same as the main block. The east end has a large modern paneled 
garage door. 

The five bay south elevation of the main block is similar in detail 
to the north elevation. Rather than a porch there is a brick terrace 
across the facade, reached by a flight of six brick stairs and surrounded 
by a metal balustrade. The central rear entry is a six-panel door with 

_,, ---- . ------- ----------
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three-light sidelights above wainscot panels. The door is flanked by 
rectangular pilasters with capitals incorporated into the frieze and multi­
course cornice above the door. The capitals support a round-arch banded 
molding above the door. Surmounted by a "keystone" this molding frames a 
louvered wooden fan. 

The three-bay west facade of the main block is similar to the east 
facade. It has a centered exterior brick chimney. The shed-roof dormer 
behind the chimney has a wooden louvered opening rather than a window. 
Between the chimney and the south second story window an elevator shaft 
rises from first to second story. The first story is dominated by the 
centered four-by-three bay west wing. The wing has the same detail as the 
east wing except that the end gable roof pavillion contains a screened 
porch with round-arch arcaded openings. 

The Perrywood interior has a central hall with flanking double parlor 
plan. The six-panel entry door has a one-step surround composed of an 
ogee molding with raised rectangular back band. The hall measures 33 feet 
9 inches by 9 feet, 9 inches. There is a wide cornice along the ceiling 
composed of an egg-and-dart molding with a Greek key band below and·a 
multi-course molding above. A chandelier is suspended from a circular 
medallion with a design of radiating acanthus leaves. 

The open-string stair rises along the west wall of the hall, turns 90 
degrees at a landing, turns 90 degrees once again and rises along the east 
will to the second floor. There are two turned balusters to a stair step. 
The stair ends have jig-sawn brackets. The rewel is a heavy turned post 
on a circular base, having a flattened top. The spandrel has inset 
rectangular wooden panels. 

The varied width hard wood flooring has circular wooden pegs. It 
is modern material. The baseboard throughout the first floor is eight 
inches high and has an ogee cap. 

Centered on the east wall of the stair hall are two doorways. The 
south door leads to a closet. The north door enters the northeast parlor. 
The door is six panels, of unpainted wood, having a large brass boxlock. 
The inner edge of each panel has a narrow half-round molding with an ABAB 
pattern of a flower blossom and a leaf. The parlor has a coved ceiling, 
with wood paneling covering the wall surface up to the wooden cornice. A 
small brass plate near the door in the east wall of the room identifies 
the paneling, "Gobian's Manor House, New Romford, Essex, built 1750." 

The paneling has large rectangular inset panels, the exterior edge 
marked by the same half-round molding that defines the door panels. The 
chair-rail is a flat band with a carved wave pattern. The elaborate 
wooden cornice has multiple courses, including an ogee molding, a Greek 
Key band, a band of a stylized leaf design, and a wide crown molding with 
a center carved band. The room has three doorways, each with a door and 
surround matching the wall paneling. The surrounds are three-step, with 
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an inner bead-and-reel molding; the second step has an inner carved band 
and the outer molding has a bead, a convex molding with a stylized leaf 
and flower design and a rectangular back band. The room is warmed by a 
hearth in a diagonal wall in the southeast corner. The rectangular fire­
box opening is framed by a wide half-round molding with a carved daisy-in- _ 
a-circle design. The frieze is a wide half-round carved with a sheaf of 
oak leaves and acorns, with a crossed ribbon binding at the center. There 
is a band of egg-and-dart molding and a stylized leaf and flower molding 
similar to that on the door surrounds, beneath the rectangular mantel 
shelf. 

On the west side of the stair hall is a centered arched doorway to a 
small entry vestibule giving access to the northwest parlor and the south­
west dining room. The arched doorway is surmounted by large wooden key­
stone. The entry vestibule has diagonal walls containing the entry doors 
to the two adjoining west rooms. . . 

The northwest parlor also is covered with floor-to-ceiling wood panel­
ing. A small metal plate identifies the paneling as "Home of Lord 
Fortescue, Shrews Lane and London Road, Twickenham, ca 1700. 11 The doors 
are six-panel with wooden handles. The two-step door surround has a 
beaded ogee molding and a raised rectangular back band. 

There is an elaborate pedestal chair-rail. The wood cornice has 
multiple courses of fascia. The room is warmed by a hearth in a diagonal 
wall in the southwest corner. The crosseted surround around the rectang­
ular firebox opening is grey marble veined with white. The wooden mantel 
has a half-round frieze with the same oak leaf and acorn design as the 
mantel in the northeast parlor. There is a dentiled band and egg-and-dart 
molding beneath the rectangular mantel shelf. 

The southwest dining room has the same cornice detail and baseboard 
as the stair hall. There is a simple ogee chair-rail. A medallion with 
an acanthus leaf design is centered in the ceiling. A hearth in the 
diagonal northwest wall has a large high wood mantel. The rectangular 
firebox opening is flanked by grooved pilasters on base blocks, supporting 
the wide frieze. The frieze has a wide centered rectangular keystone and 
is surmounted by a band of fluted molding. Small grooved pilasters flank­
ing the frieze support the mantel shelf. In the southeast section of the 
house is the kitchen, which has been remodeled quite recently. 

The open stair well has the same acanthus leaf medallion as that 
found in the first story stair hall. The stair landing has built-in 
bookshelving and is lighted by a second story window. The open stair well 
and small second story hall have the same cornice and baseboard as that in 
the first story stair hall. 

There are four bedrooms on the second story, placed above the four 
first story rooms. The two west bedrooms have hearths in diagonal outer 
walls as do the northwest parlor and dining room below. 
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The larger northwest bedroom has a wide cornice of floral swags, and 
an ogee chair-rail. The hearth, on the diagonal southwest wall has a 
rectangular firebox opening. The wooden mantel has flat rectangular 
pilasters, with vertical half-round banding. The frieze has horizontal 
half-round banding. Each pilaster is surmounted by a square block with 
the same half round banding arranged in concentric interior squares. 

The smaller southwest bedroom has no cornice or chair-rail. The 
hearth, in the diagonal northwest hall, has a rectangular firebox opening 
with a marble surround. The pla~n wood mantel has flat rectangular 
pilasters which support raised capitals which support the mantel shelf. 
The frieze is unadorned. The small elevator in the dining room rises to 
this room and enters through the west wall. 

The east wing of Perrywood adjoins the kitchen and contains an east­
west hallway with adjoining service rooms. It ends in a garage at the 
east end. The west wing contains a single large room with a round-arch 
ceiling. There is a hearth with a plain stone surround in the east wall. 
French doors in the west wall lead to the screened west porch. 

The Perrywood grounds are landscaped and quite scenic~ The north 
yard is approached via a long gravel drive through a tree tunnel of a 
double row of oak or maple trees. The drive divides in front of the 
house, one branch heading east to the garage and then out to Oak Grove 
Road. The west branch encircles the front and west yard and leads to a 
brick cottage at the south (rear) of the house. 

The immediate yard has a low brick wall across the front and white 
three-rail fencing defining the side and rear yards and the driveways. 
There is a circular gravel turnaround in front of the house. Views from 
the front porch are of the front yard with a small wood pavillion to the 
west. Farm fields stretch to the northwest and northeast, and the long 
entry drive is directly to the north. The rear yard has a pond, a brick 
cottage to the southwest and concrete block garage and outbuilding to the 
southeast. Farther south, obscured by trees, is another larger pond. A 
swimming pool surrounded by landscaping is in the west yard by the 
screened arcaded west porch. 



8. Significance Survey No. ?.G.#79-58 

Period 
_ prehlatortc 
_ 1400-1499 
_1~1599 

_ 1600-1899 
-1~1199 
~ 1 IC»--1899 
-1~ 

Specific ...... 

.,._ of Sl•iflcanc• Check and Justify below 
_ archeology-prehlatoric _ community planning _ l•ndacape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic - conurvmtton - ,.. - science 
__ agrtculture economics _ lltenture - sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _jL sodaU 
_art _ englMering _ muak: humanbrlan 

commerce _ explcntlonlaettlement _phi~ _theater 
_ communlcmtlona _ lnduatry _ polltlcalgoyemment - trMapOrtattor 

_Invention _x_ other (~f) 
local hi 

ca. 1840 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sumaary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history anc3 
support. 

Perrywood is architecturally significant for features of the main 
block dating from its construction Ga.1840. The Georgian floor plan and 
dimensions of the main block may date from an earlier house on the site, 
listed on the 1798 Federal Direct Tax. The house was renovated in 
1941, with the construction of the east and west wings, the alteration of 
the chimney placement and significant interior alterations. The result is 
an imposing dwelling with a mix of historic and added antique features. 
Perrywood is also significant for its association with the Brooke family, 
who owned and resided at the property from 1793 through 1941, and for its 
association with William H. Tuck, who purchased and renovated it in 1941. 

The 800 acre tract of Perrywood, surveyed for Richard Perry in 1670,1 
was inherited early in the 18th century by the Murdock family. In 1765 
William Murdock Esq. conveyed it by deed of gift to his eldest son, 
Addison Murdock, who lived on the tract until his death in 1793. In his 
will, Addison Murdock devised Perrywood to his brother-in-law, Reverend 
Clement Brooke.2 From 1793 through its sale in 1941 Perrywood was held by 
members of the Brooke family.3 The main block of the present dwelling was 
pro~ably constructed ca.·1840 by Samuel Leake Brooke, who inherited part 
of the property from his father Clement Brooke, and bought up the rest of 
the 667 acre parcel from other heirs.4 Samuel Brooke resided there until 
his death in 1869. Brooke may have constructed his dwelling based on the 
foundation and floor plan of the earlier Perrywood dwelling, as the dimen­
sions of the main block, 34 x 44 feet, are close to the 30 x 50 dwelling 
assesssed to Rev. Clement Brooke in the 1798 Federal Tax assessment.5 

In 1941 the Brooke family sold the dwelling house and 318 acres to 
William Hallam and Hilda Bunge Tuck.6 William H. Tuck was involved in 
international business and banking concerns, and also in public service, 
particularly in overseas relief efforts during World War I and II. He 
served as a Director-General of the International Refugee Organization, an 
agency of the United Nations, from 1947-1949. Tuck was a personal friend 
of Herbert Hoover's and served under Hoover in various capacities 
throughout his career.7 Hoover was entertained at Perrywood on several 
occasions. 
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The· Tucks extensively renovated Perrywood, adding moldings and 
mantels on the interior, as well as covering the northeast and northwest 
parlors with 18th century British Georgian paneling. Exterior changes 
included the removal of a two story rear wing and the addition of low east 
and west service wings. The four central chimneys were removed and two 
were rebuilt centered on the east and west exterior walls. The flush 
horizontal wood siding probably also dates to the 1940's. Original 
exterior features include the front and rear doors, the porch columns and 
cornice detail. On the interior, the floor plan and stair case are 
original features.8 

Notes 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Prince George's Heritage, Louise J. Hienton, Maryland Historical 
Society, 1972, Map, "Tracts laid out in Charles County prior to April 
23, 1696. 11 

Prince George's County Land Record~. 1:26, Will; Q:651; TT:463; 
1:612, Will; T 1:331, Will. 

See Chain of Title 

#87 Equity; and Tax Assessment, District 3, 1839 and 1842. 

1798 Federal Direct Tax, Collington and Western Branch Hundreds, Rev. 
Clement Brooke. 

Land Records, 626:3. 

National Cyclopedia of American Biography, Vol. 52, pg. 168. 

According to Forrest Bowie, architect, 1979 • 
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See Notes, #8 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acre8ge of nominated property 29 acres Tax Map 76 
Quadrangle name Lan ham I Quadrangle scale-------

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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8 Wl..,,... ...... l,......1 __ 11,1, 
Zone Easting Northin9 
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Y•rb•I bound•ry description and justification 

List all st.tes and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marina King, Architectural Historian, Susan Pearl. Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission date June 1988 

street&number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone (301) 952-4609 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryl and 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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P.G. County Survey # 79 - 58 Date 1795-1 830 ? 

Build ing Name Perrywood 
~~_;_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Location Lnrgo Rd . at Oak Grove Rd ., Upper Marlboro , 1ilu . 

Open t o Public __ yes x no 

Perrywood is a two- story frame house 11i th double hippeJ 

roof.. 'llhe five- bay main (west) facade has a central doorway 

with transom and sidelights; a three- bay porch is supported by 

fluted Doric columns . The con~inuous boxed cornice has bed and 

crown mouldings and console brackets . Major alt~rations by ~he 

present; owners. include the replacument of four orig inal int~rior 

chimneys o:v the present large ex:'t ..}rior chimneys , one at each end 

of the central block , and the addition of oalancing hyphens and 
wings to north and south . 

The 800 acre tract o.e Perrywood was inherited early in the 

eightef!nth century by the Murdo~rt. iamily; in 17o5 #illiam l1iu.r­

dock 1'sq ., conveyed it o,y deed of girt to his elde~1t_non, Ad.dison 

.• 1urdoch , who lived on the tract until hi~ death in 17')3 . In hin 

will, Addison ·turdock d~v.ised Perr.vwood (inclurii~·w J1i s owclling 

house) co his oro thHr- in-law, RC'v . Clernrw t 13roo:<:c. Pron 1,Lat 

time un ti 1 the 194 1 purchase by the prest:m t ownerG , l)err .vwooil wan 
held by the Brooke t'amily , pasBitu\ through five generntiont; . 

mhe pr esent hounc nppi.:.: ·1r.; to have been ouil "; i11 tne fir1:Jt 

hnlf of the ninett-en th century ; thP di rt ms ions ol' t:he cl.;!n tra.l 

block, however, are ver,y close to those of Rev . ClPment Brooke •s 

house at Perrywood , described in the 1798 f edernl t (1x n!'l::.ie!~~r.1en t. 
Rec~nt alterations have disguised the original ~nbric or the 

house , so it js possible that the central block of Perr.vwood is 

a rebuilt version of' the 1798 house . 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

RNAME 
HISTORIC Perrywood 

ANO/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREU Iii NUMBER 

Oak Grove and Largo Hoad 
CITY, rowN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Upper Marlboro v1c1N1rvoF Oak Grove 4th 
STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

P.G . 

I) CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRE SENT USE 
_01SrR1CT _ PUBLIC ~CCU PIED _AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

~61.JILOINGISI iS.PRIVAlE -UNOCCUPIED COMMERCIA:. _PAR~ 

- STRllCTUHC BOTH WORK IN PROGRESS _ lOUCAllClNAL Xl'HIVAlf RESIDENCE 

SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ lNlER TAINMEN r 11u11,1ou~ 

- 08.JCCT IN PROCFSS _ vc s RESTRICllO _GOVERNMENT SClf N llFI(. 

BEING CONS10£REO - n S UNRESTHICtEO - INDUSTRIAL _lllM.SPOHTATION 

X_NO _MILITAIO' _OIHlh 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs . William H. 'l'uck ----------~Telephone # : 249-'>096 __ _ 
STREET 6 NUM BER 

J,argo Road at O::ik Grove Rd. 
CITY, rowN 

Up1>er Marlboro _ 111c1N1rvoF 

I) LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REG•STRYOFoeeos.ac P.G . County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 

STAH I zip code 
Maryland 20070 

Liber # : ·3968 
Folio #: 495 

CITY TOWN ST A TE 
Upper Marlboro Maryland 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
riru Prince George's County Invun tory of Historic Ui tee 

OATE 
1974 -FEDER.Al _STATE ~OUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
suR1revRecoRos C'1.lvert Mannion, 4811 Hiverdale Hdo 
CITY. TOWN 

Riverdale 
STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-ALTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

- MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Perrywood is a two story frame building with douole 

hipped roof. The five-bay main (we&t) facade has a central 
doorway with transom and sidelights; a three- bay porch is supported 

by f luted Doric columns. The continuous boxed cornice has bed 
and crovm moldings and console brackets. 

The central door on the e tet facade is surmounted by a 
keystone arch surrounding a 3emi-circle oJ:' fanned louvres . Both 

doorH of the . central block are original, as are the Doric columns 
on the west porch . 

Several significant alterations were completed by the 
pr 3sent ovmers. ·rhere is a large exterior chimney at each end 

of the main block, replacing the four original interior chimneys . 

A two-story south wing has been r eplaced l>y a one- story hyphen 

and wing, and a balancing garage wing has been added on the 
north. 

The interior Jlan is a central hallway wiGh stairs rising 
at the re:i.r, with two flanking parlors on each side . rhe two 

western parlors h~ve been paneled with Georgian wood panelling , 
impo~ted :rom England by the presen~ ovmers. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

-1• 00·1499 

_1600 1!199 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

1&00 11199 

_1700· 1799 

_1800 · 1899 

- 1'300· 

.JRCHtollJuY·PAEHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTIJR~ 

,-ARCHllECfURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

-COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ii:CONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORA TIOWSETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS GOVERNMENT 

_I N\IENTION 

SPECIFICDATES 1795?, or ca . 18"50 BU I LDER/ ARCH ITEC. T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_R(ll<ilDtl 

- SCI Et-ICE 

_SCUlPlURE 

_ SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

rRANSPOR fATION 

_QHtER ISPECIFYI 

The 800 acre tract of Per~ywood was inherited early in the 

eighteenth century b,y the Murd ock family ; 
1 in 1765 , William 

Murdock Esq . conveyed it by deed of gift to his eldest son, 
Add1son Murd ock, who lived on the tract until his death in 
1793 . 2 In nis will, Addison i~,urdock devised Perrywood (in­

clud 1ng his small dwelling houoe) to his orother- in-l aw , Rev . 

r Clement Brooke . 3 From that time until th~ 1941 purchl3.se by the~ 
presC'n L owners , Parr,ywood was held by the Brooke .r'am1ly , pc1s ui11g 

through five generationfl . 
11he present house o.ppearn t;o have been built in tlle i'irs t 

half of the ninet~~nth century ; the dimensions of the centra l 

block, however, a.re nearly identical to those of Hev . Clement 
Brooke ' s house at Perrywood, dencribed in the 1798 .federal t;ix. 

assPssment . 4 Recent altP.rationu have disguised the original 
fauric of the house , so it is po~sible that the central block 

of Perrywood is a rebuilt verni<m of the 1798 house. 

1 • P .G.'Jounty Will: #1 :26 

2 . " Deed : T'l' :463 

3 . II \Vill : 'r#1 :331 

4 . 1798 Federal Direct 'rax, Prince George's County 

CONTINUE ON SEP.Ah.rb"' o;)tteET ; 
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P . G. County Will s : 1 : 26 ; T#1 :331; 

P . G. <.:ounty Deeds : Q: 65 1; TT : 463 ; 
T#1 :441 ; WArft// 1 :454 ; WDAi 17: ·55 1. 

HB//4: 790; G26 : 3 ; 3968 :495 . 
P .G. County Equity #87 . 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PAOP'ERTY -------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STA H S ANO COLIN nes FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE on COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

S1A11 

---------------------------------~~-~ SlATl COUNTY 

DJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM!:; I TlflE Susan G. Pcal'l Project Co-ordinator 
ORGA'lllA TION DATE 

P.G. Hintorical & Cultural Trust March 1980 
STREET & NUM8CR TELEPHONE 

Calvert Mnnsi on , 48 11 Riverdnle Hand 779-2011 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Hiverdn lP, Maryland 20840 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute a ny i nfringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Perrywood .P . G . 79 - 58 

3968 :49? 
17 Oct 1970 
Deed Part ' n 

vmMf-17 :361 
12 Sept 1966 
Will 

626 :3 
15 3ept 1941 
Deed 

/AM#o1 : 454 
15 Apr 1913 
t'/ill 

IIBl/4 : 790 
7 Feb 18'!1 
Deed of exchg 

'IAJ# 1: 116 
14 Apr 1869 
#ill 

#87 
~quity 

'l'r 1 : 4 4 1 
6]lPC 1800 
'11111 

';.'ti 1 : --s 31 
1 A ~1a.v 1793 
Will 

Between Hilda 13 . •ruck , widov., and >ee Uorp. ; 
HildQ Tuck keeps for her }Jart 213 . 07 acres + 
63 .799 acres Perrywood and l:'erryhill 

I'esta tor , Willi run H. 'J'uck; t.o wife Hi.Ilda, all 
right title nnd in tf~ren t in the r..!al prop •rty and 
ouildings thereon, Perr.vwood & Pcrryhill 

Prnnccs , Katherine, Vi rg'inia and Anne r~rookc, 
heirs of George .v. Brooke , to v'lilliam H. and 
Hilda B. 1.ruck, 318.1 5 ncrcs Perrywood 

1resta t.or , ueorge N • .Brooke ; all property to 
wife tnnc, then to children !!'ranees , Katnerine , 
Sa.1mel, Ceorge , to be equally divic.led ; urges 
children t.o buy out interest of others, ".in order 
~hat J>crr,ywood mu.v be kept in ... he Brooke fumily 
for all t.ime" 

O i.!10 W. Drooh.c and George VI . Brooke (bro th crs) 
agree to PXCllane;e properties left to them by 
their i'ather , 8amuel I, . Brooke; George .'I . Brooke 
gets all that tract Pe1·r:rwood 11 which foi:med a 
part of the Home Place of' our lnte fa th .::r ;md 
wns devised to Otho .·1. Brooke oy nis 11:1 tht?r ' s will" 

i'estator , Samuel L. Brooke ; to uon Geore,e .I . 
Lower f .. . rlbo!'O f."~'"'l in Calvert Co .; to con. 
Upton l • , oortion of home plantation; to son 
Otho W., residue of nome planta\;ion 

Division oC land (P~rrywood et al) of Clnmcnt 
Brooke (d . 1829) amor:g helrs; Srunuel L . rooke 
(son of Clement Brooke) had bought up 4/ 1n1;r>rest , 
anci by ·!qui t~r 1/87 , rccej ·res ltrn t 1/5 

l'c;stator , Hev. (!Jcment Brooke ; to r,tto sor n 
rhomas and Clement all lands to b"' equall,1 
divided bctwNm them ; divlnion to be 11.de h.Y 
tnemselves . 

Tes tn tor , Addison Murdock ; to 01·0 t:hcr-in- Law 
Rev . Cl· •nt Brooke (llu~ t>flnri o:· late ai:Jter Ann) 
dwelling house and all ocher 0...1. :..housen ••• 
to1;c~her with 500 acres of the part of Pcrrywood 
contiguous to t;hc dwelling hoUE:e - to him for his 
natural life , mid after his death to nephews 
'l'homas and Clemen·t , sons of sister Ann Brooke , to 
be divided equally, by will of Rev . Clement Brooke 



r 

,, , :6 12 
2 Dec 1769 
Will 

TT :463 
2 July 17b5 
Deed of ~:ift 

Q:65 1 
4 Mar 1732 
Deed 

Perrywood (P . G. 79 - 5~ continued 

"es ta'tor , William rr.urdock; home plnn ta ti on 
to wifP ; to son John All land in Frederick Co ., 
'\l l rp1 iO.ininP' real us ta te to hlc?ir n t law, 
eldest son Addison f:lurdock 

William r17urdock , Esq ., to Addison Murdock , 
eldest son and heir, part of Perrywoo1l 

Jolm Murdock to only son William, all his 
lands and tenements in Prince George ' s Co mty 

( .John Murdock marl'if"d Knthe::rine Barton) 

# 1 : 26 
6 .iJov 1705 
Will 

'festator, Major Williwn Bu.1·ton ; to dnughter 
Katherine Barton and her heirs i'orover, whole 
tract of land call ed. Parr,ywood 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

\ rJ~- PG. 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Perrywood,or Brooke House 

STREET ANC' NUMBERr 

Oak Grove Road (Rte. 556) 
CiTY OR TOWN: 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Maryland 
l.3~ CLASSfFt¢'.4TfQNi(·······.···. 

CATEGORY 
(Check Onio) 

0 District (i8 Building 

0 Site 0 Structura 

0 Object 

D Public 

Si Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

D Being Consid•red 

_-._._ :- · .. 

STATUS 

m Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation worlc 
in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restrlct.d 

0 UnrHtricted 

~ Na 

..!_) PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• APPtoPrlet•) 

~ Agricultural D 
0 Commercial D 
D Educational 0 
0 Ent.,.taln..,.nt D 

uWNER'S NAME: 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Parle 

0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

. . .... ..::.:·· .· '::. .... ·.· 

Mrs. William Hallern Tuck 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Oak Grove Road (Rte. 556) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Upper Marlboro 
ls; .·t¢¢>i:t:n:~rt0f:(~G*-LPt:;SCrU~TION< 

COURTHOUSE, RE'91STRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Prince Georqe' s County Courthouse·' : ~ · ..... 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE 

Upper Marlboro Maryland 
ritle Reference of CurrPn.t 0PPn (Bnnk & P~. il ~ 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 0 Federal 0 State M County 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

MNCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

R7R7 - "' 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Silver Sprinq 

oco ....... nts 

' ·. l:: 

0 Local 

PS-709 ----- .. ------- --- ----·---------------



17. DCSCRl?:TfOK 

~ Good 
I--------

0 Excellent 0 Foir 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

[iJj Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I> ~D ORIGINAL (Jf known) PHY::JICA"- APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Mov.d !ID Ori9inol Site 

The house is a two-story, frame building with flush 

board siding. The five-bay main (west) facade has a central 

doorway and 6/6 double-hung sash windows. The doorway has 

both transom and sidelights and is flanked by pilasters with 

caps. The porch is three bays, with fluted doric columns 

and a full entablature. The rear doorway has a keystone arch 

with a light with fanned louvers. 

At either end there are large external chimneys, the 

stacks of which break through the cornice that continues 

m 
m 

around the building. The cornice is boxed above the frieze z 

with bed and crown mouldings and ~onsole brackets. The 

roof is a double hip, with a balustrade where the pitch change~ 

On either end there are one-story wings terminating in 

fully pedimented pavillions. They also have flush board 

siding. The three bays of the wings are 6/6 double hung sash. 

The south pavillion has a segmentally arched opening and the 

north a window. 
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[&.:: stGHtFJcAHCE .. : ·· •·.·. 
PERIOD (Checlr Orte or Mor• •• Approprl•I•) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (If Applicable andKnown,) l8.:SU 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehiatooic 0 Engin••ring 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Ag<icultvre 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att ,Architecture 

0 c ..... -ce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Cons••votlon 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
D 

0 18th Cenlury 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human• 

itorian 

Theater 

Tr<1nspOl'totion 

0 20th Cenlury 

0 Urban Planning 

0 01her (Speclly) 

"Perrywood" has long been associated with the Brooke 
family, although they actually acquired the land and house 
by marriage. The estate, surveyed for Richard Perry in 
1670, belonged to William Barton, Jr., who left it to his 
daughter, Katherine Barton Murdock, in 1705. Katherine 
and her husband, Captain John Murdock, devised the estate 
to :their son, William (1700-1769) , and he in turn left 
it to his oldest son Addison Murdock, born in 1731. In 
the 1790's, Addison died a bachelor, and he devised 
to his broth.er-in-law, Rev. Clement Brooke, 11 my dwelling 
house with 500 acres of Per,t"Y"Wood contiguous to the 
dwelling house." 

Rev. Clement Brooke had been ordained in 1755 by 
the Lord Bishop of London and became a missionary in 
New Castle. Subsequently, he served as curate of St. 
Anne's, Annapolis, and as rector of Prince George's Parish 
(in.what is now Montgomery eounty) and of ST. Andrew's, 
St. Mary's County. In 1762 he went to Virginia; being 
a loyalist, he resigned his living in 1776 and returned to 
his Prince George's County estate. Before 1800, he in­
herited Perrywood, which on his death in 1808 passed to 
his son, Clement Brooke, Jr., who probably built the 
present house. His son, Samuel Leake Brooke, inherited 
his father's estate, which subsequently passed to Upton B. 
Brooke. 

ps-7011 
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Bowie, Effie Gwynn. Across· the Years in Prince George's County 

·-Fio~ ··<;etiGRAPlitcAL o:AtA ..... : -.:::··'. .·· . /" :::) .. ... : .· .· . . 
··::.·-~-

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFININIO A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES --CORNER LA.Tl TU OE LONGITUDE LATITUDE l:ONGI TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 

.- ·'" J,. - ·. . _, ·. ,, 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
"'"' 9 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOlo<INATED ·PROPERTY: 

: 

:Acreage Justification: 
I 

' 
I 

I 

I 

I :: : '· .j • •• l i 
._, ... .. .. . . . . . .. 

' . ' : } ~ : : ~ ~ . -- ' -- .; 

j !"·::. .. - ... _ ... r: ~ • : • : ·.1 .. .. . . 

flLFORMPRt:PAREC> BY ··:: ':.''.\:·:.:;,:··: .. ··. •· ·.· .·,, 
... .......... 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian··. 1:.: .. 
~ '· 

.-::.·· . .. . ! .. -
ORGANIZATION 

'DATE 

MNCPPC 8 Oct 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georcria Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: f5TATE l Silver Sprina Marv land 

P3Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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3968 : 495 
17 0ct 19'70 
"'.)~ 0 :i Part I n 

,,,,, :i17 . 361 ... ,J~--- . 
12 Sep,; 1 966 
.... ill 

626 : 3 
15 Sept 1941 
Deed 

'NArf.il:1 : 454 
15 Apr 1913 
'.Vill 

HB~4. : 790 
7 Feb 1871 
Deed of excng 

//AJ#1 :4 16 
14 Aor 1869 
Nill-

!!:87 Equity 
ONl: 7 
20 May 1854 

:1..# 1 : 441 
6Dec 1800 
'Nill 

T#1 : 33 1 
14 :~~ay 1793 
"Nill 

Chain of Title 

Perrywood 

P. G. #79-58 

5e:.·:;enn l;il .~ • . 0 .;ck , Ni'i.:>w , "\'Ill. :'ee Corp . ; 
Hilda "'·...ick : ·~Ds for i•·~r 1-t:.c: 213 . 07 .:::i.crcs + 
o3 . 799 !'1cr~s : err~ :1ood ;.l.!'".d • ~r.1.:ynill 

~es-uP.:.or, .h1:::.an: E • .:'uck ; ;;o n:~e :iilda , All 
rh:n<: :::tle ;:ind ir.;;::r·~s i; in ~ne :-~P.l oroo~r"ty anc 
buil ·: i;.~s ;;n~r .:on , :>err,v.vood & ?erryhi.11 · • 

Frnnc~s , K~:.h~rine , Virginia and A.l'l!1e Brooke , 
neirs of ~eorge ·.v . Brooke , to Nilliam H . and 
Hilda :s • .ruck , 318 . 15 acres Perrywood 

resi;a1;or , George W. Brooke ; all property t.o 
wife Anne , then to children r rances , Katherine , 
Sai~uel , George , to be equally divided;urges 
children to buy out interes-v o:' otners , "in orde::­
-uha1: .. err;.r;vood ~a.v oe Kepu in -vhe i3rooke family 
for all time" 

Otho :: . Brooke and George W. Brooke (brothers ) 
agree "to ~xchange properties left "to tc:m by 
their :'atner , Samuel L . Brooke ; George 1'.' . i3roof(e 
gets all that tract Perry-Nood "which f o!'med a 
part of the f ome Place of our l~te fath~r ~nd 
was devised to Otho w. Brooke oy nis Ie:.th-=:- ' s 111::. 11 

'!'es ta"tor, Samuel L . !3rooke ; to son George N . 
Lower j.:·1rlboro farm in Calvert Co .; to son . 
Upton B., portion of home plani;ation ; to son 
Otho w., residue of home plantRtion 

Division ot' land (Pernrnood e-;; al) of Cle: iE:rt 
Brooke (d . 1829) among heirs ; f.a."lue l L . :rooKe 
(son of Clement Rrooke) hRd bou~ht up 4/5 in;Fr~$ : , 
and by ~quity #87, receives lRs~ 1/5 

restator , Rev . Clement 3rooke ; to ~No so~s 
Thomas and Clement all lands to be equally 
divided be"tween them ; division to be 8Rde by 
themselves . 

Testator , Addison Murdock ; "to broc;her-ir.- law 
Rev . Clement Brooke (husband of late sister Ann) 
dwelling house and all other outhouses ••• 
toge th er with 500 acres of the ~an; of Ferry.voo:i 
contiguous to the dwelling house - to him for ~~s 
natural life , and af-ce!' h is dea"th to nephe.vs 
Tho~as and Clement , sons of sister hnn Brooke , :~ 

be divided equally , by will of ~ev . Clenent 5ro:~e 



il1 :612 
2 T)~c 1769 
.'lill 

"".' : 46 3 
2 .iiJly 1765 
')~ ::-d 0 :' ; 2 .:'-t 

: :551 
4 ·r!1.r 1?32 
Jced 

,PS :.t!:. or , ;,'i 1 li ~n !.'u!'d oc !c ; ..,__ orne ?l '·n ;:.~:. i rm 
:.o ·si:'e ; i;o son .-o:-.n ~11 1-::."'d ir. ::"r~d :..'"'it::Y: Co ., 
P.ll .:-=-.a"ir:ing r 0 P.l ,:S:,;:::-,e :,o h~ir r~i; i~·N , 
"?ld :?St son .t..dd i.son 'h!~iock 

:/illie:.m "u:-iock , ··;sq ., :.o .t.d1:.son '.iur·dock , 
e lei es -c son ~- nd heir , ;·krt. o~ :?errywood 

Jo:m "'uroock to onl,v son ./illiam , all his 
la.i;ds and tene.:;Jen ts in Prince George ' s COim ty 

(John ~:urdock :iarried Kath.::rine .Barton ) 

.it 1 : 26 
6 :\ov 1705 
'Nill 

!.'es ta tor , Major '.hlliam Bar'ton ; t o <iaugh"ter 
Ka'Cherine Barton and her heirs forever , whole 
tract of land called Farrywood 
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QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

Revisions shown in purµle compiled from aerial photographs 
taken 1977 and other source data. This information 
not field checked. Map edited 1979 

Boundary lines shown in purple compiled from latest 
information available from the controlling authority 
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LOCATION 

FACADE W 

(PG #79 - 58) 

PHOTO TAKEN 10/i/7'/ ;nfJwYll. 





NAME /)UllY W'D'DtJ (PG #79 - 58) 

LOCATION ()fJK. ~ti/... &I. 11161£ Jj/, S.S-" (.,Ak!.6o / /ltd 

FACADE £ 

PHOTO TAKEN 


